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NOTICE. 


The  Lectures  forming  this  volume  were  delivered  at  the 
Surrey  Institution  in  1818,  and  published  immediately  af- 
terwards. The  present  Edition,  however,  contains  some 
additions  from  other  sources,  collected  by  the  author,  ap- 
parently with  a  view  to  a  reprint  of  the  volume,  which 
additions  are  distinguished  by  brackets.  Some  of  these 
are  taken  from  an  article  contributed  by  the  author  to  the 
Morning  Chronicle  in,  I  think,  1813,  and  the  rest  are 
critical  prefaces,  written  by  my  father  for  Mr.  Oxberry's 
Editions  of  the  various  Plays  remarked  upon.  Having 
determined  upon  the  speedy  publication,  in  a  collective 
form,  of  the  whole  of  my  father's  writings  on  Art,  and 
Artists,  together  with  some  pieces  on  these  subjects  not 
hitherto  edited,  I  at  first  conceived  it  advisable  to  transfer 
the  'Lecture  on  Hogarth'  to  this  latter  work,  where,  pos- 
sibly, in  some  points  of  view,  it  might  appear  better  placed ; 
but,  on  reflection,  I  have  retained  that  Lecture  in  its  ori- 
ginal position ;  for,  after  all,  Hogarth  was  a  comic  writer, 
and  one  of  our  best ;  the  only  difference  is,  that  he  wrote  ' 

on  canvass. 

W.H. 
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LECTURE  I.— INTRODUCTORY. 

On  Wit  and  Humour. 

Man  is  the  only  anfknal  that  laughs  and  weeps ;  for  he  is  the 
only  animal  that  is  struck  with  the  difference  between  what 
things  are,  and  what  they  ought  to  be.  We  weep  at  what 
thwarts  or  exceeds  our  desires  in  serious  matters :  we  laugh  at 
what  only  disappoints  our  expectations  in  trifles.  We  shed  tears 
jSrom  sympathy  with  real  and  necessary  distress ;  as  we  burst 
into  laughter  from  want  of  sympathy  with  that  which  is  unrea- 
sonable and  unnecessary,  the  absurdity  of  which  provokes  our 
spleen  or  mirth,  rather  than  any  serious  reflections  on  it. 

To  explain  the  nature  of  laughter  and  tears,  is  to  account  for 
the  condition  of  human  life ;  for  it  is  in  a  manner  compounded 
of  these  two !  It  is  a  tragedy  or  a  comedy — sad  or  merry,  as  it 
happens.  The  crimes  and  misfortunes  that  are  inseparable  from 
it,  shock  and  wound  the  mind  when  they  once  seize  upon  it, 
and  when  the  pressnra  can  no  longer  be  borne,  seek  relief  in 
tears :  the  follies  and  absurdities  that  men  commit,  or  the  odd 
accidents  that  befal  them,  afford  us  amusement  from  the  very 
rejection  of  these  false  claims  upon  our  sympathy,  and  end  in 
laughter.    If  everything  that  went  wrong,  if  every  yanity  or 
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weakness  in  another  gave  us  a  sensible  pang,  it  would  be  hard 
indeed :  but  as  long  as  the  disagreeableness  of  the  consequences 
of  a  sudden^!lisaster  is  kept  out  of  sight  by  the  inunediate  oddity 
of  the  circumstances,  and  the  absurdity  or  unaccountableness 
of  a  foolish  action  is  the  most  striking  thing  in  it,  the  ludicrous 
prevails  over  the  pathetic,  and  we  receive  pleasure  instead  of 
pain  from  the  farce  of  life  which  is  played  before  us,  and  which 
discomposes  our  gravity  as  often  as  it  fails  to  move  our  anger  or 
our  pity ! 

Tears  may  be  considered  as  the  natural  and  involuntary  re- 
source of  the  mind  overcome  by  some  sudden  and  violent  emo- 
tion, before  it  has  had  time  to  reconcile  its  feelings  to  the  change 
of  circumstances :  while  laughter  may  be  defined  to  be  the  same 
sort  of  convulsive  and  involuntary  movement,  occasioned  by 
mere  surprise  or  contrast  (in  the  absence  of  any  more  serious 
emotion,)  before  it  has  time  to  reconcile  its  belief  to  contradicto- 
ry appearances.  If  we  hold  a  mask  before  our  face,  and  ap- 
proach a  child  with  this  disguise  on,  it  will  at  first,  fix)m  the 
oddity  and  incongruity  of  the  appearance,  be  incUned  to  laugh ; 
if  we  go  nearer  to  it,  steadily,  and  without  saying  a  word,  it 
will  begin  to  be  alarmed,  and  be  half-inclined  to  cry :  if  we  sud- 
denly take  off  the  mask,  it  will  recover  from  its  fears,  and  burst 
out  a-laughing ;  but  if,  instead  of  presenting  the  old  well-known 
countenance,  we  have  concealed  a  satyr's  head  or  some  firightful 
caricature  behind  the  first  mask,  the  suddenness  of  the  change 
will  not  in  this  case  be  a  source  of  merriment  to  it,  but  will  con- 
vert its  surprise  into  an  agony  of  consternation,  and  will  make 
it  scream  out  for  help,  even  though  it  may  be  convinced  that  the 
whole  is  a  trick  at  bottom. 

The  alternation  of  tears  and  laughter,  in  this  little  episode  in 
common  life,  depends  almost  entirely  on  the  greater  or  less  de- 
gree of  interest  attached  to  the  different  changes  of  appearance. 

The  mere  suddenness  of  the  transition,  the  mere  baulking 
OUT  expectations,  and  turning  them  abruptly  into  another  chan* 
nel,  seems  to  give  additional  liveliness  and  gaiety  to  the  animal 
spirits;  but  the  instant  the  change  is  not  only  sudden,  but 
threatens  serious  consequences,  or  calls  up  the  shape  of  danger, 
t«nor  sttpexsedai  our  disposition  to  mirth,  and  laughter  gives 
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place  to  teai8.  It  is  usual  to  play  with  infimts,  and  make  them 
laugh  by  clapping  your  hands  suddenly  before  them ;  but  if 
you  clapped  your  hands  too  loud,  or  too  near  their  sight,  their 
countenances  immediately  change,  and  they  hide  them  in  the 
nurse's  arms.  Or  suppose  the  same  child,  grown  up  a  Htde 
older,  comes  to  a  place,  expecting  to  meet  a  person  it  is  particu- 
larly fond  of,  and  does  not  find  that  person  there,  its  countenance 
suddenly  falls,  its  lips  begin  to  quiver,  its  cheek  turns  pale,  its 
eye  glistens,  and  it  vents  its  little  sorrow  (grown  too  big  to  be 
concealed)  in  a  flood  of  tears.  Again,  if  the  child  meets  the 
same  person  unexpectedly  after  a  long  absence,  the  same  efiect 
will  be  produced  by  an  excess  of  joy,  with  different  accompani- 
ments ;  that  is,  the  surprise  and  the  emotion  excited  will  make 
the  blood  come  into  his  face,  his  eyes  sparkle,  his  tongue  falter 
or  be  mute,  but  in  either  case  the  tears  will  gush  to  his  relief, 
and  lighten  the  pressure  about  his  heart  On  the  other  hand, 
if  a  child  is  playing  at  hide-and-seek,  or  blind-roan's-bufi)  with 
persons  it  is  ever  so  fond  of,  and  either  misses  them  where  it 
had  made  sure  of  finding  them,  or  suddenly  runs  up  against 
them  where  it  had  least  expected  it,  the  shock  or  additional  im- 
petus given  to  the  imagination  by  the  disappointment  or  the  dis- 
covery, in  a  matter  of  this  indifference,  will  only  vent  itself  in  a 
fit  of  laughter.*  The  transition  here  is  not  from  one  thing  of 
importance  to  another,  or  from  a  state  of  indifference  to  a  state 
of  strong  excitement;  but  merely  from  one  impression  to  an- 
other that  we  did  not  at  all  expect,  and  when  we  had  expected 
just  the  contrary.  The  mind  having  been  led  to  form  a  certain 
conclusion,  and  the  result  producing  an  immediate  solution  of 
continuity  in  the  chain  of  our  ideas,  this  alternate  excitement 
and  relaxation  of  the  imagination,  the  object  also  striking  upon 
the  mind  more  vividly  in  its  loose  unsettled  state,  and  be- 
fore it  has  had  time  to  recover  and  collect  itself,  causes  that 
idtemate  excitement  and  relaxation,  or  irregular  convulsive 
movement  of  the  muscular  and  nervous  system,  which  consti- 

*  A  child  that  has  hid  itself  out  of  the  way  in  sport,  is  under  a  great 
temptation  to  laugh  at  the  unconsciousness  of  others  as  to  its  situation.  A 
person  concealed  from  assassins,  is  in  no  danger  of  betraying  his  sikaatioB 
hy  laughing. 
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tutes  physical  laughter.  The  discontinuous  in  our  sensations 
produces  a  correspondent  jar  and  discord  in  the  frame.  The 
steadiness  of  our  faith  and  of  our  features  begins  to  give  way  at 
the  same  time.  We  turn  with  an  incredulous  smile  from  a 
story  that  staggers  our  belief:  and  we  are  ready  to  ^lit  our 
sides  with  laughing  at  an  extravagance  that  sets  all  common 
sense  and  serious  concern  at  defiance. 

To  understand  or  define  the  ludicrous,  we  must  first  know 
what  the  serious  is.  Now  the  serious  is  the  habitual  stress 
.  which  the  mind  lays  upon  the  expectation  of  a  given  order  of 
events,  following  one  another  with  a  certain  regularity  and 
weight  of  interest  attached  to  them.  When  this  stress  is  in- 
creased beyond  its  usual  pitch  of  intensity,  so  as  to  overstrain 
the  feelings  by  the  violent  opposition  of  good  to  bad,  or  of  ob- 
jects to  our  desires,  it  becomes  the  pathetic  or  tragical.  The 
ludicrous,  or  comic,  is  the  unexpected  loosening  or  relaxing  this 
stress  below  its  usual  pitch  of  intensity,  by  such  an  abrupt  trans- 
position of  the  order  of  our  ideas,  as  taking  the  mind  unawares, 
throws  it  off  its  guard,  startles  it  into  a  lively  sense  of  pleasiire, 
and  leaves  no  time  nor  inclination  for  painful  reflection& 

The  essence  of  the  laughable  then  is  the  incongruous,  the 
disconnecting  one  idea  from  another,  or  the  jostling  of  one  feel- 
ing against  another.  The  first  and  most  obvious  cause  of  laugh- 
ter is  to  be  found  in  the  simple  succession  of  events,  as  in  the 
sudden  shifting  of  a  n  disguise,  or  some  unlooked-for  accident, 
without  any  absurdity  of  character  or  situation.  The  accidental 
'^contradiction  between  our  expectations  and  the  event  can  hardly 
he  said,  however,  to  amount  to  the  ludicrous  ]  it  is  merely  laugh- 
able. The  ludicrous  is  where  there  is  the  same  contradiction 
between  the  object  and  our  expectations,  heightened  by  some 
deformity  or  inconvenience,  that  is,  by  its  being  contrary  to 
what  is  customary  or  desirable ;  as  the  ridiculous,  which  is  the 
highest  degree  of  the  laughable,  is  that  which  is  contrary  not 
only  to  custom  but  to  sense  and  reason,  or  is  a  voluntary  depar- 
ture from  what  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  those  who  are 
conscious  of  absurdity  and  propriety  in  words,  looks,  and  actions: 

Of  these  different  kinds  or  degrees  of  the  laughable,  the  first 
is  the  most  shallow  and  short-lived;  for  the  instani  the  imme- 
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diate  surprise  of  a  thing's  merely  happening  one  way  or  another 
is  over,  there  is  nothing  to  throw  us  back  upon  our  former  ezpee* 
tation,  and  renew  our  wonder  at  the  event  a  second  time.  The 
second  sort,  that  is,  the  ludicrous  arising  out  of  the  improbable 
or  distressing,  is  more  deep  and  lasting,  either  because  the  pain* 
ful  catastrophe  excites  a  greater  curiosity,  or  because  the  old 
impression,  from  its  habitual  hold  on  the  imagination,  still  re- 
curs mechanically,  so  that  it  is  longer  before  we  can  seriously 
make  up  our  minds  to  the  unaccountable  deviation  from  it  The 
third  sort,  or  the  ridiculous  arising  out  of  absurdity  as  well  as 
improbability,  that  is,  where  the  defect  or  weakness  is  of  a  man's 
own  seeking,  is  the  most  refined  of  all,  but  not  always  so  plea- 
sant as  the  last,  because  the  same  contempt  and  disapprobation 
which  sharpens  and  subtilises  our  sense  of  the  impropriety,  adds 
a  severity  to  it  inconsistent  with  perfect  ease  and  enjoyment 
This  last  species  is  properiy  the  province  of  satire.  The  princi- 
ple of  contrast  is,  however,  the  same  in  all  the  stages,  in  the 
simply  laughable,  the  ludicrous,  the  ridiculous ;  and  the  efiect 
is  only  the  more  complete,  the  more  durably  and  pointedly  this 
principle  operates. 

To  give  some  examples  in  these  different  kinds.  We  laugh, 
when  children,  at  the  sudden  removing  of  a  paste-board  mask : 
we  laugh,  when  grown  up,  more  gravely  at  the  tearing  off  the 
mask  of  deceit  We  laugh  at  absurdity ;  we  laugh  at  deform- 
ity. We  laugh  at  a  bottle-nose  in  a  caricature;  at  a  stuffed 
figure  of  an  alderman  in  a  pantomime,  and  at  the  tale  of  Slau* 
kenbergius.  A  dwarf  standing  by  a  giant  makes  a  contemptible 
figure  enough.  Rosinante  and  Dapple  are  laughable  fix)m  con- 
trast, as  their  masters  firom  the  same  principle  make  two  for  a 
pair.  We  laugh  at  the  dress  of  foreigners,  and  they  at  oum 
Three  chimney-sweepers  meeting  three  Chinese  in  Lincoln's 
bm  Fields,  they  laughed  at  one  another  till  they  were  ready  to 
drop  down.  Country  people  langh  at  a  person  because  they 
never  saw  him  before.  Any  one  dressed  in  the  height  of  the 
foshion,  or  quite  out  of  it,  is  equally  an  object  of  ridicule.  One 
rich  source  of  the  ludicrous  is  distress  with  which  we  cannot 
sympathise  from  its  absurdity  or  insignificance.  Women  laugh 
at  their  lovers.     We  laugh  at  a  damned  author,  in  spite  of  our 
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teeth,  and  though  he  may  be  our  friend.  <<  There  is  something 
in  the  misfortunes  of  our  best  friends  that  pleases  us."  We 
kugh  at  people  on  the  top  of  a  stage-coach,  or  in  it,  if  they  seem 
m  great  extremity.  It  is  hard  to  hinder  children  from  laughing 
at  a  stammerer,  at  a  negro,  at  a  drunken  man,  or  even  at  a  mad- 
man. We  laugh  at  mischief.  We  laugh  at  what  we  do  not 
believe.  We  say  that  an  argument  or  an  assertion  that  is  very 
absurd,  is  quite  ludicrous.  We  laugh  to  show  our  satisfaction 
with  ourselves,  or  our  contempt  for  those  about  us,  or  to  conceal 
our  envy  or  our  ignorance.  We  laugh  at  fools,  and  at  those 
who  pretend  to  be  wise — at  extreme  simplicity,  awkwardness, 
hypocrisy,  and  affectation.  "  They  were  talking  of  me,"  says 
Scrub,  ^'  for  they  laughed  cxmsvmedly?^  Lord  Foppington's  in- 
sensibility to  ridicule,  and  airs  of  ineffable  self-conceit,  are  no 
less  admirable ;  and  Joseph  Surface's  cant  maxims  of  morality, 
when  once  disarmed  of  their  power  to  do  hurt,  become  suffi- 
oiently  ludicrous.  We  laugh  at  that  in  others  which  is  a  se- 
rious matter  to  ourselves ;  because  our  self-love  is  stronger  than 
our  sympathy,  sooner  takes  the  alarm,  and  instantly  turns  our 
heedless  mirth  into  gravity,  which  only  enhances  the  jest  tq 
others.  Some  one  is  generally  sure  to  be  the  sufferer  by  a  joke. 
What  is  sport  to  one  is  death  to  another.  It  is  only  very  sensi- 
ble or  very  honest  people  who  laugh  as  freely  at  their  own  ab- 
surdities as  at  those  of  their  neighbours.  In  general  the  contrary 
rule  holds,  and  we  only  laugh  at  those  misfortunes  in  which  we 
are  spectators,  not  sharers.  The  injury,  the  disappointment, 
shame,  and  vexation  that  we  feel  put  a  stop  to  our  mirth ;  while 
the  disasters  that  come  home  to  us,  and  excite  our  repugnance 
and  dismay,  are  an  amusing  spectacle  to  othera  The  greater 
resistance  we  make,  and  the  greater  the  perplexity  into  which 
we  are  thrown,  the  more  lively  and  piquemt  is  the  intellectual 
display  of  cross-purposes  to  the  by-stand  ers.  Our  humiliation 
is  their  triumph.  We  are  occupied  with  the  disagreeableness 
of  the  result  instead  of  its  oddity  or  unexpectedness.  Others  see 
only  the  conflict  of  motives  and  the  sudden  alternation  of  events 
— ^we  feel  the  pain  as  well,  which  more  than  counterbalances 
the  speculative  entertainment  we  might  receive  from  the  con* 
Itmplation  of  our  abstract  situation. 
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You  cannot  force  people  to  laugh,  you  cannot  give  a  reaaan 
why  they  should  laugh ; — ^khey  must  laugh  of  themselTes,  or 
not  at  all.  As  we  laugh  from  a  spontaneous  impulse,  we  lau^ 
the  more  at  any  restraint  upon  this  impulse.  We  laugh  at  a 
thing  merely  because  we  ought  not  If  we  think  we  must  not 
laugh,  this  perverse  impediment  makes  our  temptation  to  laugh 
the  greater ;  for  by  endeavouring  to  keep  the  obnoxious  ipage 
out  of  sight,  it  comes  upon  us  more  irresistibly  and  repeatedly, 
and  the  inclination  to  indulge  our  mirth,  the  longer  it  is  held 
back,  collects  its  force,  and  breaks  out  the  more  violently  in  peals 
of  laughter.  In  like  manner  anything  we  must  not  think  of 
makes  us  laugh,  by  its  coming  upon  us  by  stealth  and  unawares^ 
and  from  the  very  efforts  we  make  to  exclude  it  A  secret,  a 
loose  word,  a  wanton  jest,  makes  people  laugh.  Aretine  laughed 
himself  to  death  at  hearing  a  lascivious  story.  Wickedness  is 
oilen  made  a  substitute  for  wit ;  and  in  most  of  our  good  M 
comedies  the  intrigue  of  the  plot  and  the  double  meaning  of  the 
dialogue  go  hand-in-hand,  and  keep  up  the  ball  with  wonderful 
spirit  between  them.  The  consciousness,  however  it  may  arise, 
that  there  is  something  that  we  ought  to  look  grave  at,  is  almost 
always  a  signal  for  laughter  outright :  we  can  hardly  keep  our 
countenance  at  a  sermon,  a  funeral,  or  a  wedding.  What  an 
excellent  old  custom  was  that  of  throwing  the  stocking  1  What 
a  deal  of  innocent  mirth  has  been  spoiled  by  the  disuse  of  it  I 
It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  preserve  decorum  in  courts  of  justice ; 
the  smallest  circumstance  that  interferes  with  the  solemnity  of 
the  proceedings  throws  the  whole  place  into  an  uproar  of  laugh- 
ter. People  at  the  point  of  death  often  say  smart  things.  Sir 
Thomas  More  jested  with  his  executioner :  Rabelais  and  Wycher- 
ley  both  died  with  a  banrmoi  in  their  mouths. 

Misunderstandings  (maleniendus,)  where  one  person  means 
one  thing,  and  another  is  aiming  at  something  else,  are  another 
great  source  of  comic  humour,  on  the  same  principle  of  ambi- 
guity and  contrast. 

There  is  a  high-wrought  instance  of  this  in  the  dialogue  be- 
tween Aimwell  and  Gibbet,  in  the  '  Beaus^  Stratagem,'  where 
Aimwell  mistakes  his  companion  for  an  officer  in  a  marching 
regiment,  and  Gibbet  takes  it  for  granted  thai  the  gentleman  is 
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a  highwayman.  The  alarm  and  consternation  occasioned  by 
some  one  saying  to  him  in  the  course  of  common  conversation, 
^  I  apprehend  you,"  is  the  most  ludicrous  thing  in  that  admi- 
rably natural  and  powerful  performance,  Mr.  Emery'sf  *  Robert 
Tyke.'  Again,  unconsciousness  in  the  person  himself  of  what 
he  is  about,  or  of  what  others  think  of  him,  is  also  a  great 
heiglj^ener  of  the  sense  of  absurdity.  It  makes  it  come  the  fuller 
home  upon  us  from  his  insensibility  to  it.  His  simplicity  sets 
off  the  satire,  and  gives  it  a  finer  edge.  It  is  a  more  extreme 
case  still  where  die  person  is  aware  of  being  the  object  of  ridi- 
cule, and  yet  seems  perfectly  reconciled  to  it  as  a  matter  of 
course.  So  wit  is  often  the  more  forcible  and  pointed  for  being 
dry  and  serious,  for  it  then  seems  as>i£  the  speaker  himself  had 
DO  intention  in  it,  and  we  were  the  first  to  find  it  out.  Irony, 
as  a  species  of  wit,  owes  its  force  to  the .  same  principle.  In 
such  cases  it  is  the  contrast  between  the  appearance  and  the 
reality,  the  suspense  of  belief,  and  the  seeming  incongruity, 
that  gives  point  to  the  ridicule,  and  makes  it  enter  the 
deeper  when  the  first  impression  is  overcome.  Excessive  im- 
pudence, as  in  the  'Liar;'  or  excessive  modesty,  as  in  the 
hero  of  'She  Stoops  to  Conquer;'  or  a  mixture  of  the  two, 
as  in  the  '  Busy  Body,'  are  equally  amusing.  Lying  is  a  spe- 
cies of  wit  and  humour.  To  lay  anything  to  a  person's  charge 
firom  which  he  is  perfectly  free,  shows  spirit  and  invention  ;  and 
the  more  incredible  the  effrontery,  the  greater  is  the  joke. 

There  is  nothing  more  powerfully  humorous  than  what  is 
called  keeping  in  comic  character,  as  we  see  it  very  finely  exem* 
plified  in  Sancho  Panza  and  Don  duixote.  The  proverbial 
phlegm  and  the  romantic  gravity  of  these  two  celebrated  persons 
may  be  regarded  as  the  height  of  this  kind  of  excellence. 
The  deep  feeling  of  character  strengthens  the  sense  of  the  ludi- 
-ctaas.  Keeping  in  comic  character  is  consistency  in  absurdity ; 
a  determined  and  laudable  attachment  to  the  incongruous  and 
singular.  The  regularity  completes  the  contradiction ;  for  the 
number  of  instances  of  deviation  from  the  right  line,  branching 
out  in  all  directions,  shows  the  inveteracy  of  the  original  bias  to 
any  extravagance  or  folly,  the  natural  improbability,  as  it  were^ 
increasing  every  time  with  the  multiplication  of  chances  for  a 
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return  to  common  sense,  and  in  the  end  mounting  up  to  an  in* 
credible  and  unaccountably  ridiculous  height,  when  we  find 
our  expectations  as  invariably  baffled.  The  most  curious  prob- 
lem of  all,  b  this  truth  of  absurdity  to  itself.  That  reason  and 
good  sense  should  be  consistent,  is  not  wonderful:  but  that 
caprice,  and  whim,  and  fimtastical  prejudice,  should  be  uniform 
and  infallible  in  their  results,  is  the  surprising  thing.  But  while 
this  characterislj^c  clue  to  absurdity  helps  on  the  ridicule,  it  also 
softens  and  harmonises  its  excesses ;  and  the  ludicrous  is  here 
blended  with  a  certain  beauty  and  decorum,  from  this  very  truth 
of  habit  and  sentiment,  or  from  the  principle  of  similitude  and 
dissimilitude.  The  devotion  to  nonsense,  and  enthusiasm  about 
trifles,  is  highly  afiecting  as  a  moral  lesson :  it  is  one  of  the 
striking  weaknesses  and  greatest  happinesses  of  our  nature. 
That  which  excites  so  lively  and  lasting  an  interest  in  itself, 
even  though  it  should  not  be  wisdom,  is  not  despicable  in  the 
sight  of  reason  and  humanity.  We  cannot  suppress  the  smile 
on  the  lip ;  but  the  tear  should  also  stand  ready  to  start  from 
the  eye.  The  history  of  hobby-horses  is  equally  instructive  and 
delightful ;  and  after  the  pair  I  have  just  alluded  to.  My  Uncle 
Toby*s  is  one  of  the  best  and  gentlest  that  "  ever  lifted  leg  I" 
The  inconveniences,  odd  accidents,  falls,  and  bruises  to  which 
they  expose  their  riders,  contribute  their  share  to  the  aniusement 
of  the  spectators ;  and  the  blows  and  wounds  that  the  Knight  of 
the  Sorrowful  Countenance  received  in  his  many  perilous  ad- 
ventures, have  applied  their  healing  influence  to  many  a  hurt 
mind. — ^In  what  relates  to  the  laughable,  as  it  arises  from  un- 
foreseen accidents  or  self-willed  scrapes,  the  pain,  the  shame,  the 
mortification,  and  utter  helplessness  of  situation,  add  to  the  joke, 
provided  they  are  momentary,  or  overwhelming  only  to  the  ima- 
gination of  the  suflerer.  Malvolio's  punishment  and  apprehen- 
sions are  as  comic,  from  our  knowing  that  they  are  not  real,  as 
Christopher  Sly's  drunken  transformation  and  short-lived  dream 
of  happiness  are  for  the  like  reason.  Parson  Adams's  fall  into 
the  tub  at  the  Squire's,  or  his  being  discovered  in  bed  with  Mrs. 
Slipslop,  though  pitiable,  are  laughable  accidents ;  nor  do  we 
read  with  much  gravity  of  the  loss  of  his  iEschylus,  serious  as 
it  was  to  him  at  the  time.     A  Scotch  clergyman,  as  he  was 
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going  to  church,  seeing  a  spruce,  conceited  mechanic,  who  was 
walking  before  him,  suddenly  covered  all  over  with  dirt,  either 
by  falling  into  the  kennel,  or  by  some  other  calamity  be&Uing 
him,  smiled  and  passed  on ;  but  afterwards  seeing  the  same  per- 
son, who  had  stopped  to  refit,  seated  directly  facing  him  in  the 
gallery,  with  a  look  of  perfect  satisfaction  and  composure,  as  if 
nothing  of  the  sort  had  happened  to  him,  the  idea  of  his  late 
disaster  and  present  self-complabency  struck  him  so  powerfiiUji^ 
that,  unable  to  resist  the  impulse,  he  flung  himself  back  in  the 
pulpit,  and  laughed  till  he  could  laugh  no  longer.  I  remem- 
ber reading  a  story  in  an  odd  number  of  the  ^  European  Maga- 
zine,' of  an  old  gentleman  who  used  to  walk  out  every  afternoon 
with  a  gold-headed  cane,  in  the  fields  opposite  Baltimore  House, 
which  were  then  open,  only  with  foot-paths  crossing  them.  He 
was  frequently  accosted  by  a  beggar  with  a  wooden  leg,  to 
whom  he  gave  money,  which  only  made  him  more  importunate. 
One  day,  when  he  was  more  troublesome  than  usual,  a  well- 
dressed  person  happening  to  come  up,  and  observing  how  saucy 
the  fellow  was,  said  to  the  gentleman,  ^  Sir,  if  you  will  lend  me 
your  cane  for  a  moment,  I'll  give  him  a  good  threshing  for  his 
impertinence."  The  old  gentleman,  smiling  at  the  proposal, 
handed  him  his  cane,  which  the  other  no  sooner  was  going  to 
apply  to  the  shoulders  of  the  culprit,  than  he  immediately  whip- 
ped off  his  wooden  leg,  and  scampered  off  with  great  alacrity, 
and  his  chastiser  after  him  as  hard  as  he  could  go.  The  faster 
the  one  ran  the  faster  the  other  followed  him,  brandishing  the 
cane,  to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  gentleman  who  owned  it, 
till  having  fairly  crossed  the  fields,  they  suddenly  turned  a  cor- 
ner, and  nothing  more  was  seen  of  either  of  them. 

In  the  way  of  mischievous  adventure,  and  a  wanton  exhibi- 
tion of  ludicrous  weakness  in  character,  nothing  is  superior  to 
the  comic  parts  of  the  <  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments.'  To 
take  only  the  set  of  stories  of  the  Little  Hunchback,  who  was 
choked  with  a  bone,  and  the  Barber  of  Bagdad  and  his  seven 
brothers — ^there  is  that  of  the  tailor  who  was  persecuted  by  the 
miller's  wife,  and  who,  after  toiling  all  night  in  the  mill,  got 
nothing  for  his  pains — of  another  who  fell  in  love  with  a  fine 
lady,  who  pretended  to  return  his  passion,  and  ini^ting  him  to 
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her  house,  as  the  preUminaiy  condition  of  her  favour,  had  his 
eyebrows  shaved,  his  clothes  stripped  off,  and  being  turned  loose 
into  a  winding  gallery,  he  was  to  follow  her,  and  by  overtaking 
obtain  all  his  wishes,  but  after  a  turn  or  two,  stumbled  on  a  trap- 
door, and  fell  plump  into  the  street,  to  the  great  astonishment  of 
the  spectators  and  his  own,  shorn  of  his  eyebrows,  naked,  and 
without  a  ray  of  hope  left : — ^that  of  the  castle-building  pedler, 
who  in  kicking  his  wife,  the  supposed  daughter  of  an  emperor, 
kicks  down  his  basket  of  glass,  the  brittle  foundation  of  his  ideal 
wealth,  his  good  fortune,  and  his  arrogance : — ^that,  again,  of  the 
beggar  who  dined  with  the  Barmecide,  and  feasted  with  him  on 
the  naines  of  wines  and  dishes :  and,  last  and  best  of  all,  the 
inimitable  story  of  the  impertinent  Barber,  himself  one  of  the 
seven,  and  worthy  to  be  so ;  his  pertinacious,  incredible,  teasing, 
deliberate,  yet  unmeaning  folly,  his  wearing  out  the  patience 
of  the  young  gentleman  whom  he  is  sent  for  to  shave,  his  prepa- 
rations and  his  professions  of  speed,  his  taking  out  an  astrolabe 
to  measure  the  height  of  the  sun  while  his  razors  are  getting 
ready,  his  dancing  the  dance  of  Zimri  and  singing  the  song  of 
Zamtout,  his  disappointing  the  young  man  of  an  assignation, 
following  him  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  alarming  the  mas- 
ter of  the  house  in  his  anxiety  for  his  safety,  by  which  his  un- 
fortunate patron  loses  his  hand  in  the  affray,  and  this  is  feh  as 
an  awkward  accident.  The  danger  which  the  same  loquacious 
person  is  afterwards  in  of  losing  his  head  for  want  of  sapng 
who  he  was,  because  he  would  not  forfeit  his  character  of  being 
"justly  called  the  Silent,"  is  a  consummation  of  the  jest,  though, 
if  it  had  really  taken  place,  it  would  have  been  carrying  the 
joke  too  far.  There  are  ^  thousand  instances  of  the  same  sort  in 
the  Thousand  and  One  Nights,  which  are  an  inexhaustible  mine 
of  comic  humour  and  invention,  and  which,  from  the  manners 
of  the  East  which  they  describe,  carry  the  principle  of  callous 
indifference  in  a  jest  as  far  as  it  can  go.  The  serious  and  mar- 
vellous stories  in  that  work,  which  have  been  so  much  admired 
and  so  greedily  read,  appear  to  me  monstrous  and  abortive  fic- 
tions, like  disjointed  dreams,  dictated  by  a  preternatural  dread 
of  arbitrary  and  despotic  power,  as  the  comic  and  familiar  stories 
are  rendered  proportionally  amusing  and  interesting  from  the 
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same  principle  operating  in  a  different  direction,  and  producing 
endless  uncertainty  and  vicissitude,  and  an  heroic  contempt  for 
the  untoward  accidents  and  petty  vexations  of  human  life.  It 
is  the  gaiety  of  despair,  the  mirth  and  laughter  of  a  respite 
during  pleasure  from  death.  The  strongest  instances  of  ef^ 
fectual  and  harrowing  imagination  are  in  the  story  of  Amine 
and  her  three  sisters,  whom  she  led  by  her  side  as  a  leash  of 
hounds,  and  of  the  goid  who  nibbled  grains  of  rice  for  her  dinner, 
and  preyed  on  human  carcasses.  In  this  condemnation  of  the 
serious  parts  of  the  Arabid.n  Nights,.!  have  nearly  all  the  world, 
and  in  particular  the  author  of  the  '  Ancient  Mariner,'  against 
me,  who  must  be  allowed  to  be  a  judge  of  such  matters,  and  who 
said,  with  a  subtlety  of  philosophical  conjecture  which  he  alone 
possesses,  that ''  if  I  did  not  like  them,  it  was  because  I  did  not 
dream."  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  Bishop  -A^^'^bory  on  my 
side,  who,  in  a  letter  to  Pope,  fairly  confesses  that  ^^  he  could  not 
read  them  in  his  old  age." 

There  is  another  source  of  comic  humour  which  has  been 
but  little  touched  on  or  attended  to  by  the  critics — ^not  the  inflic- 
tion of  casual  pain,  but  the  pursuit  of  uncertain  pleasure  and  idle 
gallantry.  Half  the  business  and  gaiety  of  comedy  turns  upon 
this.  Most  of  the  adventures,  difficulties,  demurs,  hair-breadth 
'scapes,  disguises,  deceptions,  blunders,  disappointments,  successes, 
excuses,  all  the  dextrous  manoeuvres,  artful  innuendoes,  assigna- 
tions, billets-doux,  dovAle  ejUendres,  sly  allusions,  and  elegant 
flattery,  have  an  eye  to  this — ^to  the  obtaining  of  those  ^'  favours 
secret,  sweet,  and  precious,"  in  which  love  and  pleasure  consist, 
and  which  when  attained,  and  the  equivoque  is  at  an  end,  the 
curtain  drops,  and  the  play  is  over.  All  the  attractions  of  a  • 
subject  that  can  only  be  glanced  at  indirectly,  that  is  a  sort  of 
forbidden  ground  to  the  imagination,  except  under  severe  restric- 
tions, which  are  constantly  broken  through ;  all  the  resources  it 
supplies  for  intrigue  and  invention  ;  the  bashfulness  of  the 
clownish  lover,  his  looks  of  alarm  and  petrified  astonishment ; 
the  Foppish  affectation  and  easy  confidence  of  the  happy  man ; 
the  dress,  the  airs,  the  languor,  the  scorn,  and  indifference  of  the 
fine  lady ;  the  bustle,  pertness,  loquaciousness,  and  tricks  of  the 
chambermaid;  the  impudence,  lies,  and  roguery  of 'the  valet; 
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the  match-making  and  unmaking ;  the  wisdom  of  the  wise ;  the 
sayings  of  the  witty ;  the  folly  of  the  fool ;  ^  the  soldier's,  schol- 
ar's, courtier's  eye,  tongue,  sword,  the  glass  of  fashion  and  the 
mould  of  form,"  have  all  a  view  to  this.  It  is  the  closet  of  Blue- 
Beard.  It  is  the  life  and  soul  of  Wycherley,  Congreve,  Van- 
hrugh,  and  Farquhar's  plays.  It  is  the  salt  of  comedy,  without 
which  it  would  be  worthless  and  insipid.  It  makes  Horner  de- 
cent, and  Millamant  divine.  It  is  the  jest  between  Tattle  and 
Miss  Prue.  It  is  the  bait  with  which  Olivia,  in  the  '  Plain 
Dealer,'  plays  with  honest  Manly.  It  lurks  at  the  bottom  of  the 
catechism  which  Archer  teaches  Cherry,  and  which  she  learns 
by  heart.  It  gives  the  finishing  grace  to  Mrs.  Amlet's  confes- 
sion— "  Though  I'm  old,  I'm  chaste."  Valentine  and  his  An- 
gelica would  be  nothing  without  it ;  Miss  Peggy  would  not  be 
worth  a  gallant ;  and  Blender's  '  sweet  Anne  Page '  would  be  no 
more  !  "  The  age  of  comedy  would  be  gone,  and  the  glory  of 
our  play-houses  extinguished  for  ever."  Our  old  comedies 
would  be  invaluable,  were  it  only  for  this,  that  they  keep  alive 
this  sentiment,  which  still  survives  in  all  its  fluttering  grace  and 
breathless  palpitations  on  the  stage. 

Humour  is  the  describing  the  ludicrous  as  it  is  in  itself;  wit 
is  the  exposing  it,  by  comparing  or  contrasting  it  with  something 
else.  Humour  is,  as  it  were,  the  growth  of  nature  and  acci- 
dent ;  wit  is  the  product  of  art  and  fancy.  Humour,  as  it  is 
shown  in  books,  is  an  imitation  of  the  natural  or  acquired  ab- 
surdities of  mankind,  or  of  the  ludicrous  in  accident,  situation, 
and  character ;  wit  is  the  illustrating  and  heightening  the  sense 
of  that  absurdity  by  some  sudden  and  unexpected  likeness  or  op- 
•position  of  one  thing  to  another,  which  sets  off  the  quaUty  we 
laugh  at  or  despise  in  a  still  more  contemptible  or  striking  point 
of  view.  Wit,  as  distinguished  from  poetry,  is  the  imagination 
or  fancy  inverted  and  so  applied  to  given  objects,  as  to  make  the 
little  look  less,  the  mean  more  light  and  worthless ;  or  to  divert 
our  admiration  or  wean  our  affections  from  that  which  is  lofty 
and  impressive,  instead  of  producing  a  more  intense  admiration 
and  exalted  passion,  as  poetry  does.  Wit  may  sometimes,  in- 
deed, be  shown  in  compliments  as  well  as  satire  ]  as  in  the  com- 
mon epigram — 
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"  Adbept  a  minicle,  instead  of  wit : 
See  two  doll  lines  with  Stanhope's  pencil  writ" 

But  then  the  mode  of  paying  it  is  playful  and  ironical,  and  con- 
tradicts itself  in  the  very  act  of  making  its  own  performance  an 
humble  foil  to  another's.  Wit  hovers  round  the  borders  of  the 
light  and  trifling,  whether  in  matters  of  pleasure  or  pain ;  for  as 
soon  as  it  describes  the  serious  seriously,  it  ceases  to  be  wit,  and 
passes  into  a  different  form.  Wit  is,  in  fact,  the  eloquence  of  in- 
difference, or  an  ingenious  and  striking  exposition  of  those  eva- 
nescent and  glancing  impressions  of  objects  which  affect  us 
more  from  surprise  or  contrast  to  the  train  of  our  ordinary  and 
literal  preconceptions,  than  from  anything  in  the  objects  them- 
selves exciting  our  necessary  sympathy  or  lasting  hatred.  The 
favourite  employment  of  wit  is  to  add  littleness  to  littleness,  and 
heap  contempt  on  insignificance  by  all  the  arts  of  petty  and  in- 
cessant warfare ;  or  if  it  ever  affects  to  aggrandise,  and  use  the 
language  of  hyperbole,  it  is  only  to  betray  into  derision  by  a  $i- 
tal  comparison,  as  in  the  mock-heroic^  or  if  it  treats  of  serious 
passion,  it  must  do  it  so  as  to  lower  the  tone  of  intense  and  high- 
wrought  sentiment  by  the  introduction  of  burlesque  and  familiar 
circumstances.  To  give  an  instance  or  two.  Butler,  in  his 
'  Hudibras,'  compares  the  change  of  night  into  day  to  the  change 
of  colour  in  a  boiled  lobster. 

"  The  sun  had  long  since,  in  the  lap 
Of  Thetis,  taken  out  his  nap ; 
And,  like  a  lobster  boil'd,  the  mom 
From  black  to  red  began  to  turn : 
When  Hudibras,  whom  thoughts  and  aching 
'Twixt  sleeping  kept  all  night  and  waking, 
Began  to  rub  his  drowsy  eyes, 
And  from  his  couch  prepared  to  rise, 
Resolving  to  dispatch  the  deed 
He  Tow'd  to  do  with  trusty  speed." 

Compare  this  with  the  following  stanzas  in  Spenser,  treating  of 
the  same  subject : — 

**  By  this  the  Northern  Wagoner  had  set 
Wb  seven-fold  team  behind  the  steadfast  star, 
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That  was  in  ocean  waTea,  yet  never  wet, 
But  finn  is  fix'd  and  aendeUi  %ht  firom  fiur 
To  all  that  in  the  wide  deep  wand'ring  are : 
And  cheerful  chanticleer  with  hia  note  shrill, 
Had  warned  once  that  Phoebus'  fiery  car 
In  haste  was  climlnng  up  the  eastern  hill, 
Full  envious  that  night  so  long  his  room  did  filL 

At  last  the  golden  oriental  gate 
OCgreateat  heaven  'gan  to  open  fair, 
And  Phcsbus,  fresh  as  bridegroom  to  his  maJbt, 
Came  dancing  forth,  shaking  his  dewy  hair. 
And  hurl'd  his  glist'ring  beams  through  gloomy  air : 
Which  when  the  wakeful  elf  perceived,  straitway 
He  started  up,  and  did  himself  prepare 
In  sun-bright  arms  and  battailous  array, 
For  with  that  pagan  proud  he  combat  will  that  day." 

t 
In  this  last  passage  every  image  is*]2juught  forward  that  can 

give  effect  to  our  natural  impression»clf  ^e  beauty,  the  splen- 
dour, and  solemn  grandeur  of  the  rising  sun,*  pleasure  and 
power  wait  on  every  line  and  word :  whereas,  in  the  other,  the 
only  memorable  thing  is  a  grotesque  and  ludicrous  illustration 
of  the  alteration  which  takes  place  from  darkness  to  gorgeous 
light,  and  that  brought  from  the  lowest  instance,  and  with  asso- 
ciations that  can  only  disturb  and  perplex  the  imagination  in 
its  conception  of  the  real  object  it  describes.  There  cannot  be 
a  more  witty,  and  at  the  same  time  degrading  comparison,  than 
that  in  the  same  author,  of  the  Bear  turning  round  the  pole-star 
to  a  bear  tied  to  a  stake : — 

"  But  now  a  sport  more  formidable 
Had  raked  together  village  rabble ; 
Twas  an  old  way  of  recreating 
Which  learned  butchers  call  bear-baitisg, 
A  bold  adventurous  exercise 
With  ancient  heroes  in  high  prize, 
For  authors  do  affirm  it  came 
From  Isthmian  or  Nemnan  game; 
Others  derive  it  from  the  Bear 
That's  fixed  in  northern  hemisphere, 
And  round  about  his  pole  does  make 
A  dicle  like  a  bear  at  stake, 
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That  at  the  chain's  end  wheels  about 
And  overturns  the  rabble  rout." 

I  need  not  multiply  examples  of  this  sort.  Wit  or  ludicrous  in- 
vention produces  its  effect  oftenest  by  comparison,  but  not  al- 
ways. It  frequently  effects  its  purposes  by  unexpected  and 
subtle  distinctions.  For  instance,  in  the  first  kind,  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan^s  description  of  Mr.  Addington's  administration  as  the  fag- 
end  of  Mr.  Pittas,  who  had  remained  so  long  on  the  treasury 
bench  that,  like  Nicias  in  the  fable,  '^  he  left  the  sitting  part  of 
the  man  behind  him,"  is  as  fine  an  example  of  metaphorical  wit 
as  any  on  record.  The  same  idea  seems,  however,  to  have 
been  included  in  the  old  well-known  nickname  of  the  Rump 
Parliament.  Almost  as  happy  an  instance  of  the  other  kind  of 
wit,  which  consists  in  sudden  retorts,  in  turns  upon  an  idea,  and 
diverting  the  train  of  your  adversary's  argument  abruptly  and 
adroitly  into  another  cblinnel,  may  be  seen  in  the  sarcastic  reply 
of  Porson,  who  hearing  some  one  observe,  that  "  certain  modem 
poets  would  be  read  and  admired  when  Homer  and  Virgil  were 
forgotten,"  made  answer — "And  not  till  then!"  Sir  Robert 
Walpole's  definition  of  the  gratitude  of  place-expectants,  that  "it 
is  a  lively  sense  of  fiUure  favours,"  is  no  doubt  wit,  but  it  does 
not  consist  in  the  finding  out  any  coincidence  or  likeness,  but  in 
suddenly  transposing  the  order  of  time  in  the  common  account 
of  this  feeling,  so  as  to  make  the  professions  of  those  who  pre- 
tend to  it  correspond  more  with  their  practice.  It  is  filling  up  a 
blank  in  the  human  heart  with  a  word  that  explains  its  hollow* 
ness  at  once.  Voltaire's  saying,  in  answer  to  a  stranger  who 
was  observing  how  tall  his  trees  grew — ^**  That  they  had  nothing 
else  to  do," — was  a  quaint  mixture  of  wit  and  humour,  making 
It  out  as  if  they  really  led  a  lazy,  laborious  life ;  but  there  was 
here  neither  allusion  nor  metaphor.  Again,  that  master-stroke 
in  '  Hudibras'  is  sterling  wit  and  profound  satire,  where,  speak- 
ing of  certain  religious  hypocrites,  he  says,  that  they 

''  Compound  for  sins  they  are  inclined  to 
By  damning  those  they  have  no  mind  to ;'' 

but  the  wit  consists  in  the  truth  of  the  character,  and  in  the  hap- 
py exposure  of  the  ludicrous  contradiction  between  the  pretext 
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and  the  practice ;  between  their  lenity  towards.their  own  rices, 
and  their  severity  to  those  of  others.  The  same  principle  of  nice 
distinction  must  be  allowed  to  prevail  in  those  lines  of  the  same 
author,  where  he^is  professing;  to  expound  the  dreamS;  of  judicial 
astrology. 

'^There's  but  a  twinkling  of  a  star 

Betwixt  a  man' of  peace  and  war, 

A  thief  and  justice,  fool  and  knave, 

A  fauiSing  officer  and  a  slave ; 

A  crafty  lawyer  and  pickpocket ; 

A  great  philosopher  and  a  blockhead ;  '   ' 
.  A  formal  preacher  and  a  player ; 

A  learned  physician  aikd  man-«layer." 

T^e  finest  piece  of  wit  I  know  of,  is  in  the  lines  of  Pope  on  the 
Lord  Mayor's  show—  '       * 

"  Now  night  descending,  the  proud  scen^  is  o'er  ; 
But  lives  in  Settle's  numb^  one  day  more." 

This  is  certainly  as  mortifying  an  inversion.of  the  idea  of  poeti- 
cal immortality  as  could  be  thought  of:  it  fixes  the  maximwn  of 
littleness  and  insignificance;, but  it  is  not  by  likeness  to  any- 
thing else  that  it  does  this,  but  by  literally  taking  the  lowest 
possible  duration  of  ephemeral  reputation,  marking  it  (as  with  a 
slider)  on  the  scale  pf  endless  rei|own,  and  giving  a  rival  credit 
for  it  as  his  loftiest  praise. .  In  a  word,  the  shrewd  separation 
or  di^ntangling  of  ideas  that  seem'^e  same,  or  where  the 
secret  contradiction  is  not  sufficiently  suspected,  and  is  of  a' 
ludicrous  and  whimsical  nkture,  is  wit  just  as  much  as  the 
bringing  together  those  that  appear  at  first  sight  Iptally  dififerent 
There  is  then  no  sufficient  ground  for  admitting  Mr.  Locke's 
celebrated  definition  of  wit,  which  he  makes  to  consist  in  the 
finding  out  striking  and  unexpected  resemblances  in  things  so 
*a8  to  make  pleasant  pictures  in  the  fancy,  while  judgment  and 
reason,  according  to  him,  lie  the  clean  contrary  way,  in  separat- 
ing and  nicely  distinguishing  those  wherein  die  smallest  dififer- 
ence  is  to  be  found.* 

*  His  words  are—"  If  in  having  our  ideas  in  the  memory  ready  at  hand 
ocmnsts  quickness  of  parts,  in.  this  of  having  them  uneonfVised,  and  being 
able  mcely  to  distingoish  one  thing  from  another,  wfame  tfacie  is  birt  tfa*' 
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On  (his  definitio»^  Haitis,  the  au^or  of  <  Hermes,'  ha^  very- 
well  observed,  that  the  demonstrating'  the  equality  of  the  three 
angfes  of  a  right-angled  triangle  to  two  right  ones,  would,  updn 
the  principle  here  stated,  be  a  piece  of  wit  instead  of  an  act  of 
the  judgment  or  understanding,  and  Euclid's  Elements  a  col 
lection  of  epigrams.  On  ^e  contrary,  it  has  aj^ared  that  the 
detection  and  exposure  of  difference,  .parricularly  where  this 
implies  nice  and  subtle  observation,  as  in  discriminating  be- 
tween pretence  and  practice,  between  appearance  and  reatity,  is 
common  to  wit  and  satire  with  judgment  and  reasoning,  and 
certainly  the  comparing  eivA  connecting  our  ideas>  together,  is 
an,  essential  pait  of  reason  and  judgment,  as  weU  as  of  wit  and 

least  diiTefence,  consists  in  a  great  measux^  the  exactness  of  judgment  and 
clearness  of  reason,  which  is  to  be- observed  in  one  man  above  another. 
And  hence,  perhaps,  may  be  given  some  reason  of  that  common  observa- 
tion, that  men  who  have  a  great,  deal  of  wit  and  prompt  memories,  have  not 
always  the  clearest  judgment  or  deepest  reason.  For  vrii  lying  mostly  in 
the'  assemblage  of  ideas,  and  putting  tfa^m  together  with  quickness  and  vft* 
riety,  wherein  can  be  found  any  resemblance  or  congruity,  thereby  to  make 
up  pleasant  pictures  and  agreeable  visions  in  the  fancy ;  judgment,  on  the 
contrary,  lies  quite  on  the  other  side,  in  separating  carefully  one  from  an- 
other ideas  wherein  can  be  fpund  the  least  difierence,  thereby  to  avoid  being 
misled  by  similitude,  and  by  affinity  to  take  one  thing  for  another."  {Essay, 
Tol.  i,  p.  143.)  This  definition,  such  as  it  is,  Mr.  Locke  took  without 
acknowledgment  frcHn  Hobbes,  .who  says  in  his  'Leviathan/  ''This  dif- 
ference of  quickness  in  imagining  is  caused  by  the  difference  of  men's 
passions,  that  *  love  and  dislike*,  some  one  thing,  some  another,  and 
therefore  some  men's  thoughts  run  one  way,  some  another)  and  are  held 
to  and  observe  differently  the  things  that  |)ass  through  their  imaginar 
tion.  And  whereas  in  this  succession  of  thoughts  there  is  nothing  to  ob- 
■erv«  in  the  things  they  think  on,  but  either  in  What  they  be  like  one 
another,  or  in  what  they  be  unlike,  those  that  observe  their  similitudes,  in 
ease  they  be  such  as  are  but  rarely  observed  by  others,  are  said  to  have  « 
good  wit,  by  v^hich  is  meant  on  this  occasion  a  good  fancy.  But  they  that 
observe  their  differences  and  dissimilitudes,  which  is  called  distinguishing 
and  discerning,  and  judging  between  thing  and  thing,  in  case  such  discern- 
ing be  not  easy,  are  said  to  have  a  good  judgment ;  and  particularly  in 
matter  of  conversation  and  business,  wherein  times,  places,  and  persons  are 
to  be  discerned,  this  virtue  is  called  discretion.  The  former,  that  is,  fancy, 
without  the  help  of  judgment,  is  not  commended  for  a  virtue ;  but  the  latter, 
which  is  judgment  or  discretion,  is  coBunended  for  itself,  without  the  hd$p 
of  fancy."— IfmoMan,  p.  33. 
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fancy.  Mere  wit,  as  opposed  to  reason  or  ^gument,  consists  in 
striking  out  some  casual  and  partial' coincidence,  which  has  no> 
thing  to  do,  or  at  least  implies^no  necessary  connection  with  the 
nature  of  the  things,  which  are  forced  into  a  seeming  analogy 
by  a  play  upon  words,  or  some  irrelevant  conceit,  as  in -puna, 
riddles^^alhteration,  &c.  The.  jest,  in  all  such  eases,  lies  in  the  sort 
of  mock-identity,  or  nominal  resemblance,  established  by  the 
intervention  of  the  same  words  expressing  different  ideas,  and 
countenancing,  as  it  were,  by  a  fatality  of  language,  the  mis- 
chievous insinuation  which  the  person  who  has  the  wit  to  take 
advantage  of  it  wishes  to  convey.  So  when  the  disaffected 
French  wit^  applied  to  ihe  new  order  of  the  Fhu^  du  lys  the 
double  eniendre  of  Ompagrums  cPVlysse,  or  companions  of 
Ulysses,  meaning  the  animal  into  which  the  fellow-travellers  of 
the  H^o  of  the  Odyssey  were  transformed,  this  was  a  i^ewd 
and  bitingf  intimatioziLof  a  galling  truth  (if  truth  it  were)  by  a 
fortuitous  concourse  of. letters  of  the  alphabet,  jumping  in  "a 
foregone  conclusion,"  but  there  was  no  proof  of  the  thing, 
unless  it  was  self-evident  And,  indeed,  this  may  be  considered 
as  the  best  defence  of  the  contested  maxim,  that  ridicule  is  the 
test  of  truth;  viz.  that  it  do^s  not  contain  or  attempt  a  formal 
proof  of  it,  but  owes  its  power  of  conviction  to  the  bare  sugges- 
tion of  it,  so  that  if  the  thing  when*  once  hinted  is  not  clear  in 
itself,  the  satire  fidls  of  its  effect  and  falls  to  the  ground.  The 
sarcasm  here  glanced  at  the  character  of  the  new  or  old  French 
noblesse  miay  not  be  well-founded ;  but  it  is  so  like  truth,  and 
'^  comes  in  such  a  questionably  shape,"  backed  with  the  appeajr- 
-ance  of  an  identical  projposition,  that  it  would  require  a  long 
train  of  facte  and  laboured  argumente  to  do  away  the  impres- 
siou,  even  if  we  were  sure  of  the  honesty  and  wisdom  of  the 
person  who  undertook  to  refute  it.  A  flippant  jest  is  as  good  a 
test  of  truth  as  a  solid  bribe  f  and  there  are  serious  sc^histries, 

"  Soul-killing  lies,  and  truths  that  work  small  good," 

as  well  as  idle  pleasantries.  Of  this  we  may  be  sure,  that  ridi- 
cule fastens  on  the  vulnerable  points  of  a  cause,  and  finds  out 
the  weak  sides  of  an  argument ;  if  those  who  resort  to  it  some- 
times rely  too  much  on  its  success,  those  who  are  chiefly  annoy* 
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ed  by  it  almost  dii^^ays  are  so  with  reason^  and  cannot  be  too 
much  on  their  guard  against  deserving  it.  Before  we  can 
laugh  at  a  thing,  its  absurdity  mustt  at  least  be  open  and  palpar 
ble  to  eonnnon  apprehension.  Ridicule  is  -necessarily  built  on 
certain  supposed  facts,  whether  true  or  false,  and  on  their  incon- 
sistency with  certain  acknowledged  ma;icims,  whether  right  or 
wrong.  It  is,  therefore,  a  fair  test,  if.  not  a  philosophical  (Xt 
abstract  truth,  at  least  of  Tirhat  is  truth  according  to  public 
opinio^  and  common  sense ;  for  it  can  only  expose  to  instanta- 
neous contempt  that  which  is  condemned  by  public  opinion, 
aiid  is  hostife  to  the  common  sense  of  mankind.  Or,  to  put  it 
differently,  it  is  the  test  of  the  quantity  6f  truth  that  there  is  in 
our  favourite  prejudices.  To  show  how  nearly  alli^^  wit  is 
thought  to  be  to  truth,  it  is  not  unusual  to  say  of  any  person — 
'^  Such  ^  one  is  a  man  of  sense,  for  though  he  said  nothing,  he 
laughed  in  the  right  place."— Alliteration  comes  in  here  under 
the  head  of  a  certain  sort  of  verbal  wit ;  or,  by  pointing  the 
expression,  sometimes  points.  thJB  sense.  Mr.  Grattan's  wit  or 
eloquence  (I  donH  know  by  v^hat  name  to  call  it)  would  be 
nothing  without  this  accompaniment.  Speaking  of  some  minis 
ters  whom  he  did  not  like,  he  said,  "  Their  only  means  of 
government  are  the  guinea  and  the  gallows."  •  There  can 
scarcely,  it  must  be  confessed,  be  a  mere  efiectual  mode  of 
politic^  conversion  thAU  one  of  these  applied  to  a  hian's  friends, 
and  the  other  to  himself  The  fine  sarcasm  of  Junius  on  the 
effect  of  the  supposed"  ingratitude  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton  at 
court — ^^  The  instance  might  be  painful,  but  the  principle  would 
please" — ^notwithstanding  the  profound  insight  into  human 
nature  it  implies,  would  hardly  pass  for  wit  witiiout  the  allite- 
ration, as  some  poetry  would  hardly  be  acknowledged  as  such 
without  the  rhyme  to  clench  it.  A  quotation  or  a  hackneyed 
phrase,  dexterously  turned  or  wrlsted  to  another  purpose,  has 
often  the  effect  of  the  liveliest  yrit.  An  idle  fellow  who  had 
only  fourpence  left  in  the  world,  which  had  been  put  by  to  pay 
for  the  baking  some  meat  for  his  diimer,  went  and  laid  it  out 
to  buy  a  new  string  for  a  guitar.  An  old  acquaintance,  on 
hearings  this  story,,  repeated  those  lines  out  of  the  ^  Allegro' — 
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'<  And  tffet  tgfiDrt  eating  caxw 
Lap  me  in  soft  Ljdian  aiitk". 

The  reply  of  the  author  of  the  periodical  paper  called  the 
^  World'  to  a  lady  at  church,  who  seeing  him  look  thoughtfu], 
asked  what  he  was  thinking  of—"  The  next  World," — is  a  per- 
version of  an  established  formula  of  language,  something  of 
the  same  kind. — Rhymes  are  sometimes  a  species  of  wit,  whero 
there  is  an  alternate  combination  and  resolution  or  decomposi- 
tion of  the  elements  of  sound,  contrary  to  our  u^ual  division 
and  classification  of  them  in  ordinary  speech,  not  unlike  the 
sudden  sej)aration  and  re-union  of  the  component  parts  of  the 
machinery  in  a  pantomime.  The  author  who  excels  infinitely 
the  most  in  this  way  is  the  writer  of  *  Hudibraa.'  He  also  ex- 
cels in  the  invention  of  single  words  and  names,  which  have 
the  effect  of  wit  by  sounding  b^,  and  meaning  nothing : — "  fall 
of  sound  and  fury,. signifying  nothing."  But  of  the  artifices  of 
this  author's  burlesque  style  I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  here- 
after.— ^It  is  not  always  easy  to  distinguish  between  the  wit  of 
words  and  that  of  things,  "  For  thin  partitions  do  their  bounds 
divida"  Some  of  the  late  Mr.  Currants  bon  mots,  or  jeux  dies- 
ffriJty  might  be  said  to  owe  their  birth  to  this  sort  of  equivocal 
generation ;  or  were  a  happy  mixture  of  verbal  wit  and  a  lively 
and  picturesque  fancy,  of  legal,  acuteness  in  detecting  the  vari- 
able applications  of  words,  and  of  a  mind  apt  at  perceiving  the 
ludicrous  in  external  objects.  .  "  Do  you  see  any  thing  ridiculous 
in  this  wig ?"  said  one  of  his  brother  judges  to. him.  "  Nothing 
but  the  head,"  was  the  answer..  Nowhere  instantaneous  ad- 
vantage was  taken  of  the  slight  technical  ambiguity  in  the  con- 
struction of  language,  and  the  matter-of-fact  is  flung  into  the 
scale  as  a  thumping  makeweight  After  all,  verbal  and  acci- 
dental strokes  of  wit,  though  the  most  surprising  and  laughable, 
are  not  the  best  and  most  lasting.  That  wit  is  the  most  refined 
and  effectual,  which  is  founded  on  the  detection  of  unexpected 
likeness  or  distinction  in  things,  rather  than,  in  words.  It  is  more 
severe  and  galling,  that  is,  it  is  more  unpardonable  though  less 
surprising,  in  proportion  as  the  thought  suggested  is  more  conv 
plete  and  satisfactory,  from  its  being  inherent  in  the  nature  of 
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the  things  themselvqa  Harei  kUeri  Idhalis  arundo.  Truth 
makes  the  greatest  libel,  and  it  is  that  which  barbs  the  darts  of 
wit  The  Duke  of  Buckingham's  saying,  <<  Laws  are  not,  like 
women,  the  worse  for  being  old,"  is  an  instance  of  a  harmle^ 
truism  and  tHe  utmost  malice  of  wit  united.  This  is,  p^haps, 
what  has  been  meant  by  the  distinction  between  true  and  false 
wit  Mr.  Addison,  indeed,  goes  so  far  as  to  make  it  the  exclu- 
sive test  of  true  wit  that  it  will  bear  translation  into  another  lan- 
giiage,  that  is  to  say,  that  it  does  not  depend  at  all  on  the  form 
of  expression.  But  this  is  by  no  means  the  case.  Swift  would 
hardly  have  allowed  of  such  a  strait-laced  theory,  to  make  havoc 
with  bis  darling  cQnundrums;  though  there  is  no  one  whose 
serious  wit  is  more  that  of  things,  as  opposed  to  a  mere  play 
either  of  words  or  fancy.  I  ought,  I  believe,  to  have  'noticed 
before,  in  speaking  of  the  difference  between  wit  and  humour, 
fiiat  wit  is  often  pretended  absurdity,  where  the  person  overacts 
or  exaggerates  a  certain  part  with  a  conscious  design  to  expose 
it  as  if  it  were  another  person,  as  when  Mandrake  in  the  Twin 
Rivals  says,  "  This  glass  is  loo  big,  carry  it  away,  I'll  drink  out 
of  the  bottle."  On  the  contrary,  when  Sir  Hugh  Evans  says 
yery  innocently,  **  'Od's  plessed  will,  I  will  not  be  absent  at  the 
grace,"  though  there  is  here  a  great  deal  of  humour,  there  is  no 
wit  This  kind  of  wit  of  the  humourist,  where  the  person 
makes  a  butt  of  himself^  and  exhibits  his  own  absurdities  or 
foibles  purposely  in  the  most  pointed  and  glaring  lights,  runs 
through  the  whole  of  the  character  of  Falstaff,  and  is,  in  truth, 
the  principle  on  which  it  is  founded:  It  is  an  irony  directed 
against  oneself  Wit  is,  in  fkct,  a  voluntary  act  of  the  mind,  or 
exercise  of  the  invention,  showing  the  absurd  and  ludicrous 
consciously^  -vyheth^r  in  ourselves  or  another.  Cross-readings, 
where  the  blunders  are  designed,  are  wit ;  but  if  any  one  were 
to  light  upon  them  through  ignorance  or  accident,  they  would 
be  merely  ludicrous. 

It  might  be  made  ?tn  argument  of  the  intrinsic  superiority  of 
poetry  or  imagination  to  wit,  that  the  former  does  not  admit  of 
mere  verbal  combinations.  Whenever  they  do  occur,  they  are 
uniformly  blemishes.  It  requires  something  more  solid  and 
sabstanthl  to  raise  admiration  or  passion.    The  general  forms 
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and  aggregate  masses  of  our  ideas  must  be  brought  more  into 
play,  to  give  weight  and  magnitude.  Imagination  may  be  said 
to  be  the  finding  aut  something  similar  in  things  generally  alike, 
or  with  like  feelings  attached  to  them,  while  wit  principally 
aims  at  finding  out .  something  that  seems  the  same,  or  amounts 
to  a  momentary  deception  where  you  least  expected  it,  viz.  in 
things  totaUy  opposite.  The  reason  why  more  slight  and  par- 
tial, or  merely  accidental  and  nominal  resemblances,  serve  the 
purposes  of  wit,  and  indeed  characterise  its  essence  as  a  distinct 
operation  and  facility  of  the  mind,  is,  that  the  object  of  ludicrous 
poetry  is  naturally  to  let  down  smd  lessen ;  and  it  is  easier  to  let 
down  than  to  raise  up ;  to  weaken  than  to  strengthen ;  to  dis- 
connect our  sympathy  from  passion  and  power,  than  to  attach 
and  rivet  it  to  any  object  of  grandeur  or  interest  j  to  startle  and 
shock  our  preconceptions,  by  incongruous  and  equivocal  combi- 
nations, than  to  confirm,  enforce,  and  expand  them  by  powerful 
and  lasting  associatiotis  of  ideas,  or  striking  and  true  an^logie& 
A  slight  cause  is  sufficient  to  produce  a  slight  efiect.  To  be  in- 
difierent  or  sceptical,  requires  no  effort ;  to  be  enthusiastic  and 
in  earnest,  requires  a  strong  .impulse,  and  collective  pow^r. 
Wit  and  humour  (comparatively  speaking,  or  taking  the  ex- 
tremes to  judge  of  the  gradations  by)  appeal  to  our  indolence, 
our  vanity,  our  weakness,  and  insensibility ;  serious  and  impas- 
sioned poetry  appeals  U>  our  strength,  our  magnanimity,  our  vir- 
tue, and  humanity.  Anything  is  sufficient  to  heap  contempt 
upon  an  object ;  even  the  bare  suggestion  of  a  mischievous  allu- 
sion to  what  is  improper,  dissolves  the  whole  charm,  and  puts 
an  end  to  our  admiration  of  the  sublime  or  beautiful.  Reading 
the  finest  passage  in  Milton's  '  Paradise  Lost'  in  a  false  tone, 
will  make  it  seem  insipid. and  absurd.  The  cavilling  at,  or  in- 
vidiously pointing  out,  a  few  slips  of  the  pen,  will  embitter  the 
pleasure,  or  alter  our  opinion  of  a  whole  work,  and  make  us 
throw  it  down  in  disgust.  The  critics  are  aware  of  this  vice 
and  infirmity  in  our  nature,  and  play  upon  it  with  periodical 
success.  The  meanest  weapons  are  strong  enough  for  this  kind 
of  warfare,  and  the  meanest  hands  can  wield  them.  Spleen  can 
subsist  on  any  kind  pf  food.  The  shadow  of  a  doubt,  the  hint 
of  an  inconsistency,  a  word,  a  look,  a  syllable,  will  destrojr  our 
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best-formed  convictions.  What  puts  this  argument  in  as  strik- 
ing a  point  of  view  as  anything,  is  the  nature  of  parody  or  bur- 
lesque, the  secret  of  which  lies  merely  in  transposing  or  apply- 
ing at  a  venture  to  anything,  or  to  the  lowest  objects,  tbat  which 
18  applicable  only  to  certain  given  things,  or  to  the  highest  mat- 
ters. "  From  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous,  there  is  but  one 
step."  The  slightest  want  of  unity  of  impression  destroys  the 
sublime ;  the  detection  of  the  smallest  incongruity  is  an  infalli- 
ble ground  to  rest  the  ludicrous  upon.  But  in  serious  poetry, 
which  aims  a,t  rivetting  our  affections,  every  blow  must  tell 
home.  The  missing  a  single  time  is  fatal,  and  undoes  the  spell. 
We  see  how  difficult  it  is  to  sustain  a  continued  flight  of  im- 
pressive sentiment :  how  easy  it  must  be  then  to  travestie  or 
burlesque  it,  to  flounder  into  nonsense,  and  be  witty  by  playing 
the  fool.  It  is  a  common  mistake,  however,  to  suppose  that 
parodies  degrade,  or  imply  a  stigma  on  the  subject :  on  the  con- 
trary, they  in  general  imply  something  serious  or  sacred  in  the 
originals.  Without  this,  they  would  be  good  for  nothing ;  for 
the  immediate  contraalt  would  be  wanting,  and  with  this  they 
are  sure  to  tell.  The  best  parodies  are,  accordingly,  the  best 
and  most  striking  things  reversed.  Witness  the  common  travel 
ties  of  Homer  and  Virgil.  Mr.  Canning's  court  parodies  on 
Mr.  Southey's  popular  odes  are  also  an  instance  in  point  (I  do 
not  know  which  were  the  cleverest ;)  and  the  best  of  the  '  Re- 
jected Addresses'  is  the  parody  on  Crabbe,  though  I  do  not 
certainly  think  that  Crabbe  is  the  most  ridiculous  poet  now 
living. 

Lear  and  the  Fool  are  the  sublimest  instance  I  know  of  pas- 
akm  and  wit  united,  or  of  imagination  unfolding  the  roost  tre- 
mendous sufferings,  and  of  burlesque  on  passion  playing  with 
it,  aiding  and .  relieving  its  intensity  by  the  most  pointed,  but 
fiuniliar  and  indifferent  illustrations  of  the  same  thing  in  differ- 
ent objects,  and  on  a  meaner  scale.  The  Fool's  reproaching 
I«ar  with  "  making  his  daughters  his  mothers,"  his  snatches  of 
proverbs  and  old  ballads,  ^  The  hedge«parrow  fed  the  cuckoo 
80  long,  that  it  had  its  head  bit  off  by  its  joung,"  and  ''  Whoq[» 
jag,  I  know  when  the  horse  follows  the  cart,"  are  a  running 
cannnentary  of  tnle  truisms^  pointing  out  the  extreme  foUy  of 
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the  infatuated  old  monardi,  and  in  a  maimer  reconciling  us  to 
its  inevitable  consequences. 

Lastly,  there  is  a  wit  of  sense  and  observation,  which  consists 
in  the  acute  illustration  of  good  sense  and  practical  wisdom  by 
means  of  some  far-fetched  conceit  or  quaint  imagery.  The  mat- 
ter is  sense,  but  the  form  is  wit.     Thus  the  lines  in  Pope — 

"  Tis  wiUi  our  judgments  as  our  watchefl,  none 
Gro  just  alike ;  yet  each  believes  lus  own — " 

are  witty  rather  than  poetical  ,*  because  the  truth  they  convi^ 
is  a  mere  dry  observation  on  human  ]ife,  without  elevation  or 
enthusiasm,  and  the  illustratioA  (^  it  is  of  that  quaint  and  famil* 
iar  kind  that  is  merely  curious  and  fanciful.  Cowley  is  an  in- 
stance of  the  same  kind  in  almost  all  his  writings  Many  of 
the  jests  and  witticisms  in  the  best  comedies  are  moral  aphorisms 
and  rules  for  the  conduct  of  life,  sparkling  with  wit  and  fancy 
in  the  mode  of  expression.  The  ancient  philosophers  also 
abounded  in  the  same  kind  of  wit,  in  telling  home  truths  in  the 
most  unexpected  manner. — In  this  sense  .dSsop  was  the  greatest 
wit  and  moralist  that  ever  lived.  Ape  and  slave,  he  looked 
askance  at  human  nature,  and  beheld  its  weaknesses  and  errors 
transferred  to  another  species.  Vice  and  virtue  were  to  him  as 
plain  as  any  objects  of  sense.  He  saw  in  man  a  talking,  ab- 
surd, obstinate,  proud,  angry  animal ;  and  clothed  these  abstrac- 
tions with  wings,  or  a  beak,  or  tail,  or  claws,  or  long  ears,  as 
they  appeared  embodied  in  these  hieroglyphics  in  the  brute, 
creation.  His  moral  philosophy  is  natural  history.  He  makes 
an  ass  bf  ay  wisdom,  and  a  frog  croak  humanity.  The  store  of 
moral  truth,  and  the  fund  of  invention  in  exhibiting  it  in  eternal 
forms,  palpable  and  intelligible,  and  deligl\tful  to  children  and 
grown  persons,  and  to  all  ages  and  nations,  are  almost  miracu- 
lous. The  invention  of  a  fable  is  to  me  the  most  enviable  exer- 
tion of  human  genius :  it  is  the  discovering  a  truth  to  which 
there  is  no  clue,  and  which,  when  once  found  out,  can  never  be 
forgotten.  I  would  rather  have  been  the  author  of  ^.ZBsop's 
Fables'  than  of  *  Euclid's  Elements!'  That  popular  entertain- 
ment, Punch  and  the  t^uppetnshow,  owes  part  of  its  irresistible 
and  universal  attraction  to  nearly  the  same  principle  of  inspiring 
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inanimate  and  mechanical  agents  with  senJBe  and  consciousness. 
The  drolleiry  and  wit  of  a  piece  of  wood  is  doubly  droll  and  &r- 
deal.  Punch  is  not  merry  in  himself,  but  '^  he  is  the  cause  of 
heartfelt  mirth  in  other  men."  The  wires  and  pulleys  that 
govern  his  motions  are  conductors  to  carry  ofi*  the  spljsen,  and 
all  '^  that,  perilous  stufi  that  weighs  upon  the  heart"  If  we  see 
a  number  of  people  turning  the  corner  of  a  street,  ready  to  bur^t 
wi&  secret  satisfaction,  and  with  their  faces  bathed  in  laughter, 
we  know  what  is  the  matter — ^that  they  are  just  come  from  a 
puppet-show.  Who  can  see  three  little  painted,  patched-up 
figures,  no  bigger  than  one's  thtunb,  strut,  squeak,  and  gibber, 
sing,  dance,  chatter,  scold,  knock  one  another  about  the  head, 
give  themselves  airs  of  importance,  and  "imitate  humanity  most 
abominably,"  without  laughing  immoderately?  We  overlook 
the  farce  and  mummery  of  human  life  in  little,  and  for  nothing; 
and  what  is  still  better,  it  costs  them  who  have  to  play  in  it 
nothing.  We  place  the  mirth,  and  glee,  and  triumph,  to  our 
own  account;  and  we  know  that  the  bangs  and  blows  they 
have  received  go  for  nothing,  as  soon  as  the  showman  puts  them 
up  in  his  box  and  marches  off  quietly  with  them,  as  jugglers  of 
a  less  amusing  description  sometimes  march  off  with  the  wrongs 
and  rights  of  mankind  in  their  pockets! .  I  have  heard  no  bad 
judge  of  such  niatters  say,  that  "  he  liked  a  comedy  better  than 
a  tragedy,  a  farce  better  than  a  comedy,  a  pantomime  better  than 
a  farce,  but  a  puppet-show  best  of  all."  I  look  upon  it,  that  he 
who  invented  puppet-shows  was  a  greater  benefactor  to  his 
species,  than  he  who  invented  Operas  I 

I  shall  conclude  this  imperfect  and  desultory  sketch  of  wit 
and  humour  with  Barrow's  celebrated  description  of  the^.same 
subject.  He  says,  ^  — But  first  it  may  be  demanded,  what  the 
thing  we  speak  of  is,  or  what  this  facetioiisness  doth  import ;  to 
which  question  I  might  reply,  as  Democritus  did  to  him  that  ask- 
ed the  definition  of  a  man — His  that  which  toe  aU  see  and  know  ; 
and  one  better  apprehends  what  it  is  by  acquaintance  than  I  can 
inform  him  by  description.  It  is,  indeed,  a  thing  so  versatile  and 
multiform,  appearing  in  so  many  shapes,  so  many  postures,  so 
many  garbs,  so  variously  apprehended  by  several  eyes  and  judg^ 
ment^  that  it  seemeth  no  less  hard  to  settle  i^  clear  «ai  certain 
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notice  thereof,  than  to  make  a  portrait  of  Proteus,  or  to  define  the 
figure  of  fleeting  air.  Sometimes  it  lieth  in  pat  aOusion  ton 
known  story,  or  in  seasonable  apptication  of  a  trivial  sa3ring,  or 
in  forging  an  apposite  tale^,^  sometimes  it  playeth  in  words  and 
phrases,  taking  advantage  from  the  ambiguity  of  their  sense,  or 
the  affinity  of  their  sound ;  sometimes  it  is  wrapped  in  a  dress 
of  luminous  expression;  sometimes  it  lurketh  under  an  odd 
similitude.  Sometimes  it' is  lodged  in  a  sly  question,  in  a  smart 
answer ;  in  a  quirkish  reason ;  in  a  shrewd  intimation ;  in  cun- 
ningly diverting  or  cleverly  restoring  an  objection :  sometimes 
it  is  couched  in  a  bold  scheme  of  speech ;  in  a  tart  irony ;  in  a 
lusty  hyperbole ;  in  a  startling  metaphor ;  in  a  plausible  reconcil- 
ing of  contradictions,  or  in  acute  nonsense :  sometimes  a  scenical 
representation  of  persons  or  things,  a  counterfeit  speech,*  a  mimi- 
cal look  or  gesture  passeth  for  it ;  sometimes  an  affected  simpli- 
city, sometimes  a  presumptuous  bluntness  giveth  it  being ;  some^ 
times  it  riseth  only  from  a  lucky  hitting  upon  what  is  strange ; 
sometimes  from  a  crafty  wresting  obvious  matter  to  the  purpose ; 
ofren  it  consisteth  in  one  knows  not  what,  and  springeth  up  one 
can  hardly  tell  how.  Its  ways  are  unaccountable  and  inexpli- 
cable, being  answerable  to  the  numberless  rovings  of  fancy  and 
windings  of  language.  It  is,  in  short,  a  manner  of  speaking  out 
of  the  simple  and  plain  way  (such  as  reason  teacheth  and 
knoweth  things  by,)  which  by  a  pretty  surprising  uncouthness 
in  conceit  or  expression  doth  affect  and  amuse  the  fancy,  show- 
ing in  it  some  wonder,  ajad  breathing  some  delight  thereto.  It 
raiseth  admiration,  as  signifying  a  nimble  sagacity  of  apprehen* 
aion,  a  special  felicity  of  invention,  a  vivacity  o^  spirit,  and  reach 
of  wit  more  than  vulgar :  it  seeming  to  argue  a  rare  quickness 
of  parts,  that  one  can  fetch  in  remote  conceits  applicable ;  a  no- 
table skill  that  he  can  dextrously  accommodate  them  to  a  pur- 
pose before  him,  together  with  a  lively  briskness  of  humour,  not 
apt  to  damp  those  sportful  flashes  of  imagination.  (Whence  in 
Aristotle  such  persons  are  termed  eKiit^toi,  dexterous  men,  and 
nrpomi,  noeu  of  facilo  or  versatile  manners,  who  can  easily  turn 
themselves  to  all  things,  or  turn  all  things  to  themselves.)  It  also 
procureth  delight  by  gratifying  curiosity  with  its  rareness  or 
semblance  of  difficulty  (as  monsters,  not  for  their  beauty  but 
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their  rarity ;  as  juggling  tricks,  not  for  their  use  but  their  ab- 
struseness,  are  beheld  with  pleasure;)  by  diverting  the  mind 
from  its  road  of  serious  thoughts;  by  instilling  gaiety' and  airi- 
ness of  sphit ;  by  provoking  to^euch  dispositions  of  spirit,  in  way 
of  emulation  of  complaisance,  and  by  seasoning  matter.  Other- 
wise distasteful' or  insipid,  with  an  unusual  and  thence  grateful 
tang." — Barrow's  Works^  Serin.  14.    • 

I  will  only  add,  by  way  Qf  general  caution,  that  there  is  nOth- 
aig  more  ridiculous  than  laughter  without  a  cause,  nor  anything 
more  troublesome  than  what  are  called  laughing  people.  A 
professed  laugher  is  as  contemptible  and  tiresome  a  character  as 
a  professed  Avit :  the  one  is  always  contriving  something  to  laugh 
at,  the  other  is  always  laughing  at  nothing.  An  excess  of  levity 
is  as  impertinent  as  an  excess  of  gravity.  A  character  of  this  sort 
is  well  personified  by  Spenser,  in  the  'Damsel  of  the  Idle  Lake' — 


-  who  did  assaj 


To  laugh  at  shaking  of  the  lea.v6s  light.'' 

Any  one  must  be  mainly  ignorant  or  thoughtless,  who  is 
surprised  at  everything  he  sees ;  or  wonderfully  conceited,  who 
expects  everything  to  conform  to  his  standard  of  propriety. 
Clowns  and  idiots  laugh  on  all  occasions ;  and  the  common  fail- 
ing of  wishing  to  be  thought  satirical  often  runs  through  whole 
families  in  country  places,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  their  neigh- 
bours. To  be  struck  with  incongruity  in  whatever  comes  be- 
fore us,  does  not  argue  great  comprehension  or  refinement  of ' 
perception,  but  rather  a  looseness  and  flippancy  of  mind  and 
temper,  which  prevents  the  individual  from  connecting  any  two 
ideas  steadily  or  consistently  together.  It  is  owing  to  a  natural 
crudity  and  precipitateness  of  the  imagination,  which  assimilates 
nothing  properly  to  itself  People  who  are  always  laughing, 
at  length  laugh  on  the  wrong  side  of  their  faces ;  for  they  can- 
not get  others  to  laugh  with  them.  .  In  like  manner,  an  affecta- 
tion of  wit  by  degrees  hardens  the  heart,  and  spoils  good  com- 
pany and  good  manners.  A  perpetual  succession  oi  good  tilings 
puts  an  end  to  common  conversation.  There  is  no  answer  to  a 
jest,  but  another ;  and  even  where  the  ball  can  be  kept  up  in 
this  way  without  ceasing,  it  tires  the  patience  of  the  by-8tandex% 
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and  runs  the  speakers  out  of  breath..  Wit  is  the  salt  of  conTer- 
sation^  not  the  food. 

The  four  chief  names  for  comic  humour  out  of  our  own  Ian- 
gf^SLge  are  Aristophanes  and  Lucian  among  the  ancients,  Moliere 
and  Rabelais  among  the  modems.  Of  the  two.£rst  I  shall  say, 
for  I  know  but  little.  I  should  have  liked  Aristophanes  better 
if  he  had  treated  Socrates  less  scurvily,  for  he  has  treated  him 
most  scurvily  both  as  to  wit  and  argument  Hi9  Plutus  and  his 
Birds  are  striking  instances,  the  one  of  dry  humour,  the  other 
of  airy  fancy. — Lucian  is  a  .writer  who  appears  to  deserve  his 
full  fame :  he  has  the  licentious  and  extravagant  wit  of  Rabelais, 
but  directed  more  uniformly  to  a  purpose ;  and  his  comic  pro- 
ductions are  interspersed  with  beautiful  apd  eloquent  descrip- 
.  tions,  full  of  sentiment,  such  as  the  exquisite  account  of  the  fable 
of  the  halcyon  put  into  the  mouth  of  Socrates,  and  the  heroic 
eulogy  on.  Bacchus,  which  is  eonceived  in  the  highest  strain  of 
glowing  panegyric. 

7he  two  other  authors  I  proposed  to  mention  are  modem,  and 
French.  iMblidre,  however,  in  the.  spirit  of  his  writings,  is 
almost  as  much  an  English  as  a  French  author—- quite  a  bo/rbare 
in  all  in  which  he  really  excelled.  He  was  unquestionably  one 
of  the  greatest  comic  geniuses  that  ever  lived ;  a  man  of  infinite 
wit,  gaiety,  and  invention — ^full  of  life,  laughter,-  and  whim. 
Bui  it  cannot  be  denied  that  his  plays  are  in.general  mere  forces, 
without  scrupulous  adherence  to  nature,  refinement  of  character, 
or  common  probability.  The  plots  of  several  of  them  could  not 
be  carried  on  for  a  moment  without  a  perfect  collusipB  between 
the  parties  to  wink  at  contradictions,  and  a'ct  in  defiance  of  ^  evi- 
dence of  their  senses.  For  instance;  take  the.^  Medecin  mal^e  lui ' 
(*  The  Mock  Doctor,')  in  which  a  common  wood-cutter  takes  upon 
himself,  and  is  made  successfully  to  support  through  a  whoie  play, 
the  character  of  a  learned  physician,  without,  exciting  the  least 
suspicion ;  and  yet  notwithstanding  the  absurdity  of  the  plot,  it 
is  one  of  the  most  laughable  and  truly  comic  productions  that 
can  well  be  imagined.  The  rest  of  his  lighter  pieces,  the 
'  Bourgeois  GfifMhomme,^  ^Moftmewr  Pou/rceaugnfOc^  George 
'  Dandin,*  (or  'Baraaby  Brittle,')  &c.  are  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion-^gratuitous  assumptions  of  character,  and  fanciful  and  out- 
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lageous  caricatures  of  nature.  He  iudulges  at  his  peril  in  the 
utmost  license  of  burlesque  exaggeration ;  and  gives  a  loose  to 
the  intoxication  of  his  animal  spirits.  With  respect  to  his  two 
most  laboured  domedies,  the  ^  Tartuffe'  and  '  Misanthrope/  I 
confess  that  I  find  them  rather  hard  to  get  through :  they  hare 
much  of  the  improbability  and  ^travagance  of  the  others^  ujiited 
with  the  endless  common-place  prosing  of  French  declamaticMi. 
What  can  exceed,  for  exsbiiple,  the  absurdity  of  the  '  Misan- 
ihxope,^  who  leaves  his  mistress,  after  every  proof  of  her  attach- 
ment and  constancy,  for  no  other  reason  than  that  slie  will  not 
submit  to  the  technical  fornuUit^  of  going  to  live  with  him  in  a 
wilderness?  The  characters,  again,  which  CeBmepe  giyes  of 
her  female  friends,  near  the  opening  of  the  play,  are  admirable 
satires,  (as  good  as  Pope's  characters  of  women,)  but  not  exactly 
in  the  spirit  of  comic,  dialogue.  The  strictures  of  Rousseau  on 
this  play,  in  his  ^  Letter  to  D' Alembert,'  are  a  fine  specimen  of 
the  best  philosophical  criticism. — The  same  remarks  apply  in  a 
greater  degree  to  the  ^  Tartufie.'  The  long  speeches  and  rea- 
sonings in  this  play  tire  one  almost  to  death :  they  may  be  yeaty 
good  logic,  or  rhetoric,  or  philosophy,  or  an3rthing  but  comedy. 
If  each  of  the  parties  had  .retained  a  special  pleader  to  speak  bis 
sentiments,  they  could  not  have  appeared  more  verbose- or  intri- 
cate. The  improbability  of  the  character  of  Orgon  is  wonderful. 
This  play  is  in  one  point  of  view  invaluable,  as  a  lasting  monu- 
ment of  the  credulity  of  the  French  to  all  verbal  professions  of 
wisdom  or  virtue;  and  its  existence  can  only  be  accounted  for 
from  that  astonishing  and  tyrannical  predominance  which  words 
exercise  over  things  in  the  mind  of  every  Frenchman.     The 

*  Ecole  (ks  Femmes^  from  which  Wycherley  has  borrowed  his 

*  Country  Wife,'  with  the  true  spirit  of  original  genius,  is,  in  my 
judgment,  the  master-piece  of  Molidre.  The  set  speeches  in  the 
original  play,  it  is  true,  would  not  be  borne  on  the  English 
stage,  nor  indeed  on  the  French,  but  that  they  are  carried  off  by 
the  verse.  The  ^  Critique  de  VEcok  des  Femmesj^  the  dialogue 
of  which  is  prose,  is  written  in  a  very  different  style.  Among 
other  things,  this  little  piece  contains  an  exquisite,  and  almost 
unanswerable  defence  of  the  superiority  of  comedy  over  tragedy. 
Moliere  was  to  be  excused  for  taking  this  side  of  the  question. 
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A  writer  of  some  pretensions  among  ourselves  has  reproached 
the  French  with  ^^ian  equal  want  of  books  and  men."  There 
is  a  common. French  print^  in  w^ich  Moliere  is  represented 
reading  one  .of  his  plays  in  the  presence  of  the  celebrated  Ninon 
de  PEnclos,  to  a  circle  of  the  wits  and  first  men  of  his  own  time. 
Among  the&ie  are  the  great  Comeille ;  the  tender,  faultless  Ra- 
cine ;  Fontaine,  the  artless  old  man,  unconscious  of  immortality ; 
the  accomplished  St  Evrepiond ;  the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauky 
the  severe  anatomiser  of  the  human  breast ;  Boileau,  the  flat- 
terer of  courts  and  judge  of  menl  Were  these  men  nothing? 
they  have  passed  for  men  (and  great  ones)  hitherto,  and  tl^oiigh 
the  prejudice  is  an  old  one,  I  should  hope  it  may  still  last  our 
time. 

Rabelais  is  another  name  that  might  have  saved  this,  unjust 
censure.  The  wise  sayings  and  heroic  deeds  of  Grargantua  and 
Pantagruel  ought  not  to  be  set  down  as  nothing.  I  have  already 
spoken  my  mind  at  large  of  this  author ;  but  I  cannot  help 
thinking  of  him  here,  sitting  in  his  easy  chair,  with  an  eye  lan- 
guid with  excess  of  mirth,  his  lip  quivering  with  a  new-bom 
conceit,  and  wiping  his  beard  after  a  well-seasoned  jest,  with  his 
pen  held  carelessly  in  his  hand,  his  wine-flagons,  and  his  books 
of  law,  of  school  divinity,  and  physic  before  him,  which  were 
his  jest-books,  whence  he  drew  endless  stores  of  absurdity; 
laughing  at  the  world  and  enjoying  it  by  turns,  and  making  the 
world  laugh  with  him  again,  for  the  last  three  hundred  years,  at 
his  teeming  wit  and  its  own  prolific  follies.  Even  to  those  who 
have  never  read  his  works,  the  name  of  Rabelais  is  a  cordial  to 
the  spirits,  and  the  mention  of  it  cannot  consist  with  gravity  or 
spleen ! 
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LECTURE  H. 

On  Shakspeaire  and  Ben  Jonson. 

Dr.  Johnson  thougfht  Shakspeare's  comedies  better  than  his  tra- 
gedies, and  gives  ^s  a  reason,  that  he  was  more  at  home  in  the 
one  than  in  the  other.  That  comedies  should  be  written  in  a 
nu»re  easy  and  careless  vein  than  tragedies,  is  hut  natural.  This 
is  only  saying  that  a  comedy  is  not  so  serious  a  thing  as  a  tra- 
gedy. But  ^at  he  showed  a  greater  mastefy  in  the  one  than 
in  the  other,  I  cannot  allow,  nor  is  it  generally  felt  The  labour 
which  the  Doctor  thought  it  cost  Shakq)eare  to  write  his  trage- 
dies, only  showed  the  labour  which  it  cost^e  critic  in.  reading 
them,  that  is,  his  general  indisposition  to  sympathise  heartily 
and  spontaneously  with  works  of  high-wrought  passion  or  ima- 
gination. There  is  not  in  any  part  of  this  author's  writings  the 
slightest  trace  of  his  ever  having  been  "smit  with  the  love  of 
sacred  song,"  except  some  passages  in  Pope.  His  habitually 
morbid  temperament  and  saturnine  turn  of  thought  required  that 
the  string  should  rather  be  relaxed  than  tightened,  that  the 
weight  upon  the  mind  should  rather  be  taken  off  than  have 
anything  added  to  it.  There  was  a  sluggish  moroseness  about 
Ihs  moral  constitution  that  refused  to  be  roused  to  any  keen 
agony  of  thought,  and  that  was  not  very  safely  to  be  trifled  with 
in  lighter  matters,  though  this  last  was  allowed  to  pass  ofl*as  the 
most  pardonable  oflence  against  the  gravity  of  his  pretensions. 
It  is  in  fact  the  established  rule  at  present,  in  these  cases,  to 
speak  highly  of  {he  Doctor's  authority,  and  to  dissent  from  almost 
every  one  of  his  critical  decisions.  For  my  own  part,  I  so  far 
consider  this  preference  given  to  the  comic  genius  of  ^e  poet  as 
erroneous  and  unfounded,  that  I  should  say  that  he  is  the  only 
tragic  poet  in  the  world  in  the  highest  sense,  as  being  on  a  par 
with,  and  the  same  as  Nature,  in  her  greatest  heights  and  depths 
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of  action  and  safiering.  There  is  but  one  who  durst  walk 
within  that  mighty  circle,  treading  the  utmost  bound  of  nature 
and  passion,  showing  us  the  dread  abyss  of  woe  in  all  its  ghastly 
shapes  and  colours,  and  laying  open  ail  the  faculties  of  the  hu- 
man soul  to  act,  to  think,  and  suffer,  in  direst  extremities; 
whereas,  I  think,  on  the  other  hand,  that  in  comedy,  though  his 
talents  there  too  were  as  wonderful  as  they  were  dehghtful,  yet 
that  there  were  some  before  him,  others  on  a  level  with  him, 
and  many  close  behind  him.  I  cannot  help  thinking,  far  ixt- 
stance,  that  Molidre  was  as  great,  or  a  greater  comic  genius  than 
Shakspeare,  though  assuredly  I  do  not  think  that  Racine  was  as 
great,  or  a  greater  tragic  genius.  I  think  that  botiii  Rabelais 
and  Cervantes,  the  one  in  the  power  of  ludicrous  description, 
the  other  in  the  invention  and  perfect  keeping  of  comic  charac- 
ter, excelled  Shakspeare ;  that  is,  they  would  have  been  greater 
men,  if  they  had  had  equal  power  with  him  over  the  stronger 
passions.  For  my  own  reading,  I  like  Vanbrugh's  ^  City  Wives^ 
Confederacy'  as  well,  or  ("  not  to  speak  it  profeneljr**)  better  than 
the  *  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor,*  and  Congreve's  *  Way  of  the 
World  *  as  well  as  the  *  Comedy  of  Errors'  or  *  Love's  Labour 
Lost'  But  I  cannot  say  that  I  know  of  any  tragedies  in  the 
world  that  make  even  a  tolerable  approach  to '  Hamlet,'  or 
'Lear,'  or  ^Othello,'  or  some  others,  either  in  the  sum  total' of 
their  effect,  or  in  their  complete  distinctness  from  everything 
else,  by  which  they  take  not  only  unquestioned,  but  undivided 
possession  of  the  mind,  and  form  a  class,  a  world  by  themselves 
minghng  with  all  our  thoughts  like  a  second  being.  Other  tra- 
gedies tell  for  more  or  less,  are  good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  as  they 
have  more  or  less  excellence  of  a  kind  common  to  them  with 
others :  but  these  stand  alone  by  themselves ;  they  have  nothing 
common-place  in  them ;  they  are  a  new  power  in  the  imagination, 
they  tell  for  their  whole  amount,  they  measure  from  the  ground. 
There  is  not  only  nothing  so  good  (in  my  judgment)  as '  Hamlet,' 
or  '  Lear,'  or  '  Othello,'  or  '  Macbeth,'  but  there  is  nothing  like 
'Hamlet,' or  'Lear,'  or  'Othello,'  or  *  Macbeth.'  There  is 
nothing,  I  believe,  in  the  majestic  Comeille,  equal  to  the  stem 
pride  of '  Coriolanus ;'  or  which  gives  such  an  idea  of  the  crum- 
bling in  pieces  of  the  Roman  grandeur,  "  like  an  unsubstantial 
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pageant  faded,"  as  the  '  Antony  and  Cleopatra.'  But  to  match 
die  best  serious  comedies,  such  as  Moliere's '  Misanthrope  *  and 
his  ^  Tartufie,'  we  must  go  to  Shakspeare's  tragic  characters,  the 
Timon  of  Athens  or  honest  lago,  when  we  shall  more  than  suc- 
ceed. He  put  his  strength  into  his  tragedies,  and  played  with 
comedy.  He  was  greatest  in  what  was  greatest;  and  his  farie 
was  not  trifling,  according  to  the  opinion  here  combated,  even 
though  he  might  do  that  as  well  as  anybody  else,  unless  he 
could  do  it  better  than  anybody  else.  I  would  not  be  understood 
to  say  that  there  are  not  scenes  or  whole  characters  in  Shakspeare 
equal  in  wit  and  drollery  to  anything  upon  record.  Falstaff 
alone  is  an  instance  which,  if  I  would,  I  could  not  get  over. 
^  He  is  the  leviathan  of  all  the  creatures  of  the  author's  comie 
genius,  and  tumbles  about  his  unwieldy  bulk  in  an  ocean  of  wit 
and  humour."  But  in  general  it  will  be  found  (if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken,) that  ey^n  in  the  very  best  of  these  the  spirit  of  humanity 
and  the  fancy  of  the  poet  greatly  prevail  over  the  mere  wit  and 
satire,  and  that  we  S3rmpathise  with  his  characters  ofiener  than 
we  laugh  at  them.  His  ridicule  wants  the  sting  of  ill-nature. 
He  had  hardly  such  a  thing  as  spleen  in  his  composition.  Fal- 
staff  himself  is  so  great  a  joke,  rather  from  his  being  so  huge  a 
mass  of  enjoyment  than  of  absurdity.  His  re-appearance  in  the 
*  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor '  is  not  "  a  consummation  devoutly  to 
be  wished,"  for  we  do  not  take  pleasure  in  the  repeated  triumphs 
over  him.  Mercutio's  quips  and  banter  upon  his  friends  show 
amazing  gaiety,  frankness,  and  volubOity  of  tongue,  but  we 
think  no  more  of  them  when  the  poet  takes  the  words  out 
of  his  mouth,  and  gives  the  description  of  dueen  Mab.  Touch- 
stone, again,  is  a  shrewd  biting  fellow,  a  lively,  mischievous 
wag ;  but  still  what  are  his  gibing  sentences  and  chopped  logic 
to  the  fine  moralising  vein  of  the  fantastical  Jaques,  stretched 
beneath  ^  the  shade  of  melancholy  boughs  ?"  Nothing.  That  is, 
Shakspeare  was  a  greater  poet  than  wit ;  his  imagination  was 
the  leading  and  master-quahty  of  his  mind,  which  was  always 
ready  to  soar  into  its  native  element :  the  ludicrous  was  only 
secondary  and  subordinate.  In  the  comedies  of  gallantry  and 
intrigue,  with  what  freshness  and  delight  we  come  to  the  serious 
and  romantic  parts!    What  a  relief  they  are  to  the  mind^  afker 
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fliose  of  mere  ribaldry  or  mirth !  Those  in  the  *  Twelfth  Night,' 
for  instance,  and  '  Much  Ado  about  Nothing/  where  Olivia  and 
Hero  are  concerned,  throw  even  M alvolio  and  Sir  Toby,  and 
Benedick  and  Beatrice,  into  the  shade.  They  "  give  a  very  echo 
to  the  seat  where  love  is  throned."  What  he  has  said  of  music 
might  be  said  of  his  own  poetry — 

'*  Oh !  it  came  o'er  my  ear  like  the  sweet  soath 
That  breathes  upon  a  bank  of  violets, 
Stealing  and  giving  odour." 

How  poor,  in  general,  what  a  falling-ofif,  these  parts  seem  in 
mere  comic  authors;  how  ashamed  we  are  of  them;  and  how 
fast  we  hurry  the  blank  verse  over,  that  we  may  get  upon  safe 
ground  again,  and  recover  our  good  opinion  of  the  author !  A 
striking  and  lamentable  instance  of  this  may  be  found  (by  any  one 
who  chooses)  in  the  high-flown  speeches  in  Sir  Richard  Steele's 
'  Conscious  Lovers.*  As  good  an  example  as  any  of  this  inform- 
ing and  redeeming  power  in  our  author's  genius  might  be  taken 
from  the  comic  scenes  in  both  parts  of  Henry  IV.  Nothing  can 
go  much  lower  in  intellect  or  morals  than  many  of  the  charac> 
ters.  Here  are  knaves  and  fools  in  abundance,  of  the  meanest 
order,  and  stripped  stark-naked.  But  genius,  like  charity, 
"  covers  a  muhitude  of  sins ;"  we  pity  as  much  as  we  despise 
them ;  in  spite  of  our  disgust  we  like  them,  because  they  like 
themselves,  and  because  we  are  made  to  sympathise  with 
them;  and  the  ligament,  fine  as  it  is,  which  links  them  to 
humanity,  is  never  broken.  Who  would  quarrel  with  Wart, 
or  Feeble,  or  Mouldy,  or  Bdl-calf,  or  even  with  Pistol, 
Nym,  or  Bardolph?  None  but  a  hypocrite.  The  severe 
censurers  of  the  morals  of  imaginary  characters  can  generally 
find  a  hole  for  their  own  vices  to  creep  out  at,  and  yet  do  not 
perceive  how  it  is  that  the  imperfect  and  even  deformed  charac- 
ters in  Shakspeare's  plays,  as  done  to  the  life,  by  forming  a  part 
of  our  personal  consciousness,  claim  our  personal  forgiveness, 
and  suspend  or  evade  our  moral  judgment,  by  bribing  our  self- 
love  to  side  with  them.  Not  to  do  so,  is  not  morality,  but  affec- 
tation, stupidity,  or  ill-nature.  I  have  more  83rmpathy  with  one 
of  Shakspeare's  pick-purses,  Gadshill  or  Peto^  than  I  can  possibly 
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bare  with  any  member  of  the  Society  for  the  Suppression  of 
Vice,  and  would  by  no  means  assist  to  deliyer  the  one  into  the 
hands  of  the  other.  Those  who  cannot  be  persuaded  to  draw  a 
feil  orer  &e  foibles  of  ideal  characters,  may  be  suspected  of 
wearing  a  made  oyer  their  own !  Again,  in  point  of  under- 
standing and  attainments,  Shallow  sinks  low  enough ;  and  yet 
his  cousin  Silence  is  a  foil  to  him ;  he  is  the  shadow  of  a  shade^ 
glimmers  on  the  very  verge  of  downright  imbecility,  and  totters 
on  the  brink  of  nothing.  "  He  has  been  merry  twice  and  once 
ere  now,"  and  is  hardly  persuaded  to  break  his  silence  in  a  song. 
Shallow  has  ^  heard  the  chimes  at  midnight,"  and  roared  out 
glees  and  catches  at  taverns  and  inns  of  court,  when  he  was 
young.  So,  at  least,  he  tells  his  cousin  Silence,  and  Falstaff 
encourages  the  loftiness  of  his  pretensions.  Shallow  would  be 
thought  a  great  man  among  his  dependents  and  followers ;  Si- 
lence is  nobody — ^not  even  in  his  own  opinion ;  yet  he  sits  in, 
the  orchard,  and  eats  his  carraways  and  pippins  among  the  rest 
Shakspeare  takes  up  the  meanest  subjects  with  the  same>t^der- 
ness  that  we  do  an  insect's  wing,  and  would  not  kill  a  fly/  To 
give  a  more  particular  instance  of  what  I  mean,  I  will  take  the 
inimitable  and  affecting,  though  most  absurd  and  ludicrous 
dialogue,  between  Shallow  and  Silence,  on  the  death  of  old 
Double. 

"  SluxUow.  Come  on,  come  on,  come  on ;  give  me  jour  hand,  sir ;  gi^e 
me  your  hand,  sir ;  an  early  stirrer,  by  the  rood.  And  how  doth  my  good 
cousin  Silence  1 

Silence.    Good  morrow,  good  cousin  Shallow. 

SkaBjofW,  And  how  doth  my  cousin,  your  bedfellow  1  and  your  fimst 
daughter,  and  mine,  my  god-daughter  Ellen  7 

Silence,    Alas,  a  black  ouzel,  cousin  Shallow. 

Ludlow.  By  yea  and  nay,  sir ;  I  dare  say,  my  cousin  'William  is  become 
a  good  scholar :  he  is  at  Oxford  still,  is  he  not  1 

Silence.    Indeed,  sir,  to  my  cost. 

^uiHow,  He  must  then  to  the  inns  of  court  shortly.  I  was  once  of 
Clement's  inn ;  where,  I  think,  they  will  talk  of  mad  Shallow  yet 

Silence.    You  were  called  lusty  Shallow  then,  cousin. 

ShaUow.  I  was  called  anything,  and  I  would  have  done  anything  in- 
deed, and  roundly  too.  There  was  I,  and  little  John  Doit,  of  Staffordshire, 
and  black  George  Bare,  and  Francis  Pickbone,  and  Will  Squele,  a  Cotl»- 
wotd  man,  you  had  not  fi>ur  such  iwinge-bacUen  in  all  the  inns  of  court 
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again;  and,  I  may  lay  to  you,  we  knew  where  the  bonarobas  wero,  and 
had  the  best  of  them  all  at  commandment.  Then  waa  Jack  Falataff;  now 
Sir  John,  a  boy,  and  page  to  Thomas  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk. 

Silence.    This  Sir  John,  cousin,  that  comes  hither  anon  about  soldiers  1 

Shallow.  The  same  Sir  John,  the  very  same :  I  saw  him  break  Schog- 
gan's  head  at  the  court-gate,  when  he  was  a  crack,  not  thus  high ;  and  the 
very  same  day  did  I  fight  with  one  Sampson  Stockfish,  a  fruiterer,  behind 
Gray's  inn.  O,  the  mad  days  that  I  have  spent !  and  to  see  how  many 
ai  mine  old  acquaintances  are  dead ! 

Silence.    We  shall  all  follow,  cousin. 

Skdllcw.  Certain,  'tis  certain,  veiy  sure,  veiy  sure :  death  (as  the  Psalm- 
ist saith)  is  certain  to  all,  all  shall  die — How  a  good  yoke  of  bullocks  at 
Stamford  fair  1 

Silence.    Truly,  cousin,  I  was  not  there. 

SkaUow.    Death  is  certain.    Is  old  Double  of  your  town  living  yet  1 

Silence.    Dead,  Sir. 

Shallow.  Dead !  see,  see !  he  drew  a  good  bow ;  and  dead  1  he  shot  a 
fine  shoot  John  of  Gaunt  loved  him  well,  and  betted  much  money  on 
bis  head.  Dead !  he  would  have  clapped  i'  th'  clout  at  twelve  score ;  and 
earned  you  a  forehand  shaft  a  fourteen  and  a  half,  that  it  would  have  done 
a  man's  heart  good  to  see. — ^How  a  score  of  ewes  now  1 

Silence.  Thereafter  as  they  be;  a  score  of  good  ewes  may  be  worth  ten 
pounds. 

Shallow.    And  is  old  Double  dead  1" 

There  is  not  anything  more  characteristic  than  this  in  all  Shak- 
speare.  A  finer  sermon  on  mortality  was  never  preached.  We 
aee  the  frail  condition  of  human  life,  and  the  weakness  of  the. 
koman  understanding  in  Shallow's  reflections  on  it ;  who,  while 
the  past  is  sliding  from  beneath  his  feet,  still  clings  to  the  pre- 
sent The  meanest  circumstances  are  shown  through  an  atmos- 
phere of  abstraction  that  dignifies  them ;  their  very  insignifi- 
cance makes  them  more  affecting,  for  they  instantly  put  a  check 
on  our  aspiring  thoughts,  and  remind  us  that,  seen  through  that 
dim  perspective,  the  difference  between  the  great  and  little,  the 
wise  and  foolish,  is  not  much.  "  One  touch  of  nature  makes 
the  whole  world  kin :"  and  old  Double,  though  his  exploits  had 
been  greater,  could  but  have  had  his  day.  There  is  a  pathetic 
naivete  mixed  up  with  Shallow's  common-place  reflections  and 
impertinent  digressions.  The  reader  laughs  (as  well  he  may) 
in  reading  the  passage,  but  he  lays  down  the  book  to  think. 
The  wit,  however  diverting,  is  social  and  humane.    But  this  is 
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not  the  distinguishing  characteiistic  of  wit,  which  is  generally 
provoked  by  folly,  and  spends  its  venom  upon  vice. 

The  fault,  then,  of  Shakspeare's  comic  Muse  is,  in  my  opinion, 
that  it  is  too  good-natured  and  magnanimous.  It  mounts  above 
its  quarry.  It  is  "  apprehensive,  quick,  forgetive,  full  of  nimble, 
fiery,  and  delectable  shapes :"  but  it  does  not  take  the  highest 
pleasure  in  making  human  nature  look  as  mean,  as  ridiculous, 
and  contemptible  as  possible.  It  is  in  this  respect,  chiefly,  that 
it  differs  from  the  comedy  of  a  later,  and  (what  is  called)  a 
more  refined  period.  Genteel  comedy  is  the  comedy  of  fash- 
ionable life,  and  of  artificial  character  and  manners.  The  most 
pungent  ridicule  is  that  which  is  directed  to  mortify  vanity, 
and  to  expose  afllectation ;  but  vanity  and  affectation,  in  their 
most  exorbitant  and  studied  excesses,  are  the  ruling  principles 
of  society,  only  in  a  highly  advanced  state  of  civilization  and 
manners.  Man  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  a  truly  contemptible 
animal,  till,  firom  the  facilities  of  general  intercourse,  and  the 
progress  of  example  and  opinion,  he  becomes  the  ape  of  the 
extravagances  of  other  men.  The  keenest  edge  of  satire  is  re- 
quired to  distinguish  between  the  true  and  false  pretensions  to 
taste  and  elegance ;  its  lash  is  laid  on  with  the  utmost  severity, 
to  drive  before  it  the  common  herd  of  knaves  and  fools,  not  to 
lacerate  and  terrify  the  single  stragglers.  In  a  word,  it  is  when 
folly  is  epidemic,  and  vice  worn  as  a  mark  of  distinction,  that 
all  the  malice  of  wit  and  humour  is  called  out  and  justified  to 
detect  the  imposture,  and  prevent  the  contagion  from  spreading. 
The  fools  in  Wycherley  and  Congreve  are  of  their  own,  or  one 
another's  making,  and  deserve  to  be  weD  scourged  into  common 
sense  and  decency :  the  fools  in  Shakspeare  are  of  his  own  or 
nature's  making ;  and  it  would  be  unfair  to  probe  to  the  quick, 
or  hold  up  to  unqualified  derision,  the  faults  which  are  invo- 
luntary and  incorrigible,  or  those  which  you  yourself  encour- 
age and  exaggerate,  from  the  pleasure  you  take  in  witnessing 
them.  Our  later  comic  writers  represent  a  state  of  manners, 
in  which  to  be  a  man  of  wit  and  pleasure  about  town  was  be- 
come the  fashion,  and  in  which  the  swarms  of  egregious  pre- 
tenders in  both  kinds  openly  kept  one  another  in  countenance, 
and  were  become  a  public  nuisance.    Shakspeare,  living  in  a 
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state  of  greater  rudeness  and  simplicity,  chiefly  gave  certain 
characters  which  were  a  kind  of  grotesques^  or  solitary  excres- 
cences growing  up  out  of  their  native  soil  without  affectation, 
and  which  he  undertook  kindly  to  pamper  for  the  public  enter- 
tainment For  instance,  Sir  Andrew  Aguecheek  is  evidently  a 
creature  of  the  poet's  own  fancy.  The  authcM:  lends  occasion  to 
his  absurdity  to  show  itself  as  much  as  he  pleases,  devises  antics  for 
him  which  would  not  enter  into  his  own  head,  makes  him  ^  go 
to  church  in  a  galliard,  and  return  home  in  a  coranto ;"  adds 
fiiel  to  his  folly,  or  throws  cold  water  on  his  courage ;  makes 
his  puny  extravagance  venture  out  or  slink  into  comers  without 
asking  his  leave ;  encourages  them  into  indiscreet  luxuriancey 
or  checks  them  in  the  bud,  just  as  it  suits  him  for  the  jest's  sake. 
The  gratification  of  the  fancy,  ^'  and  furnishing  matter  for  inno* 
cent  mirth,"  are,  therefore,  the  chief  object  of  this  and  other 
characters  like  it,  rather  than  reforming  the  moral  sense,  or  in* 
dulging  our  personal  spleen.  But  Tattle  and  Sparkish,  who  are 
fops  cast  not  in  the  mould  of  fancy,  but  of  £ishion,  who  have  a 
tribe  of  forerunners  and  followers,  who  catch  certain  diseases 
of  the  mind  on  purpose  to  communicate  the  infection,  and  are 
screened  in  their  preposterous  eccentricities  by  their  own  con- 
ceit and  by  the  world's  opinion,  are  entitled  to  no  quarter,  and 
receive  none.  They  think  themselves  objects  of  envy  and  admi- 
ration, and  on  that  account  are  doubly  objects  of  our  contempt 
and  ridicule. — We  find  that  the  scenes  of  Shakspeare's  come- 
dies are  mostly  laid  in  the  country,  or  are  transferable  there  at 
pleasure.  The  genteel  comedy  exists  only  in  towns,  and 
crowds  of  borrowed  characters,  who  copy  others  as  the  satirist 
copies  them,  and  who  are  only  seen  to  be  despised.  ^'  All  be- 
yond Hyde  Park  is  a  desert"  to  it :  while  there  the  pastoral  and 
poetic  comedy  begins  to  vegetate  and  flourish,  unpruned,  idle, 
and  fantastic.  It  is  hard  to  ''  lay  waste  a  country  gentleman" 
in  a  state  of  nature,  whose  humours  may  have  run  a  little  wild 
or  to  seed,  or  to  lay  violent  hands  on  a  young  booby  'squire, 
whose  absurdities  have  not  yet  arrived  at  years  of  discretion  : 
but  my  Lord  Foppington,  who  is  "  the  prince  of  coxcombs," 
and  ^  proud  of  being  at  the  head  of  so  prevailing  a  party,"  de- 
serves his  &te.    I  am  not  for  going  so  &r  as  to  pronounce  Shak- 
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speare's  "manners  damnable,  because  he  had  not  seen  the 
court ;"  but  I  think  that  comedy  does  not  find  its  richest  har- 
vest till  individual  infirmities  have  passed  into  general  manners, 
and  it  is  the  example  of  courts,  chiefiy,  that  stamps  folly  with 
credit  and  currency,  or  glosses  over  vice  with  meretricious  lus- 
tre. I  conceive,  therefore,  that  the  golden  period  of  our  comedy 
was  just  after  the  age  of  Charles  IL,  when  the  town  first  be- 
came tainted  with  the  afiectation  of  the  manners  and  conversa- 
tion of  fashionable  life,  and  before  the  distinction  between  rusti- 
city and  elegance,  art  and  nature,  was  lost  (as  it  afterwards  was) 
in  a  general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  the  reciprocal  advanta- 
ges of  civil  intercourse.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  union  of 
the  three  gradations  of  artificial  elegance  and  courtly  accom- 
plishments in  one  class,  of  the  afiectation  of  them  in  another, 
and  of  absolute  rusticity  in  a  third,  forms  the  highest  point  of 
perfection  of  the  comedies  of  this  period,  as  we  may  see  in 
Vanbrugh*s  Lord  Foppington,  Sir  Tunbelly  Clums}%  and  Miss 
Hoyden  ;  Lady  Townly,  Count  Basset,  and  John  Moody ;  in 
Congreve's  Millamant,  Lady  Wishfort,  Witwoud,  Sir  Wilful 
Witwoud,  and  the  rest. 

In  another  point  of  view,  or  with  respect  to  that  part  of  come- 
dy which  relates  to  gallantry  and  intrigue,  the  difi^erence  be- 
tween Shakspeare's  comic  heroines  and  those  of  a  later  period 
may  be  referred  to  the  same  distinction  between  natural  and 
artificial  life,  between  the  world  of  fancy  and  the  world  of  fash- 
ion. The  refinements  of  romantic  passion  arise  out  of  the  ima- 
gination brooding  over  "  airy  nothing,"  or  over  a  favourite  object, 
where  "  love's  golden  shaft  hath  killed  the  flock  of  all  afiections 
else :"  whereas  the  refinements  of  this  passion  in  genteel  comedy, 
or  in  every-day  life,  may  be  said  to  arise  out  of  repeated  obser- 
vation and  experience,  diverting  and  frittering  away  the  first  im- 
pressions of  things  by  a  multiplicity  of  objects,  and  producing, 
not  enthusiasm,  but  fastidiousness  or  giddy  dissipation.  For  the 
one  a  comparatively  rude  age  and  strong  feelings  are  best  fitted ; 
for  "there  the  mind  must  minister  to  itself:"  to  the  other,  the 
progress  of  society  and  a  knowledge  of  the  world  are  essential ; 
for  here  the  effect  does  not  depend  on  leaving  the  mind  concen- 
tred in  itself,  but  on  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  heart,  amidst  the 
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complex  and  rapid  moveinents  of  the  artificial  machinery  of  so- 
ciety, and  the  arbitrary  subjection  of  the  natural  course  of  the 
affections  to  every  the  slightest  fluctuation  of  fashion,  caprice,  or 
opinion.  Thus  Olivia,  in  *  Twelfth  Night,'  has  but  one  admirer 
of  equal  rank  with  herself,  and  but  one  love,  to  whom  she  in- 
nocently  plights  her  hand  and  heart ;  or  if  she  had  a  thousand 
lovers,  she  would  be  the  sole  object  of  their  adoration  and  burn- 
ing vows,  without  a  rival.  The  heroine  of  romance  and  poetry 
sits  secluded  in  the  bowers  of  fancy,  sole  queen  and  arbitress 
of  all  hearts ;  and  as  the  character  is  one  of  imagination,  ^  of 
solitude  and  melancholy  musing  born,"  so  it  may  be  best  drawn 
from  the  imagination.  Millamant,  in  the  '  Way  of  the  World,' 
on  the  contrary,  who  is  the  fine  lady  or  heroine  of  comedy,  has 
so  many  lovers,  that  she  surfeits  on  admiration,  till  it  becomes 
indifferent  to  her ;  so  many  rivals,  that  she  is  forced  to  put  on  a 
thousand  airs  of  languid  aflfectation  to  mortify  and  vex  them 
more ;  so  many  offers,  that  she  at  last  gives  her  hand  to  the 
man  of  her  heart,  rather  to  escape  the  persecution  of  their  ad- 
dresses, and  out  of  levity  and  disdain,  than  from  any  serious 
choice  of  her  own.  This  is  a  comic  character ;  its  essence  con- 
sists in  making  light  of  things  from  familiarity  and  use,  and  as 
it  is  formed  by  habit  and  outward  circumstances,  so  it  requires 
actual  observation,  and  an  acquaintance  with  the  modes  of  arti- 
ficial life,  to  describe  it  with  the  utmost  possible  grace  and  pre- 
cision. Congreve,  who  had  every  other  opportunity,  was  but  a 
young  man  when  he  wrote  this  character ;  and  that  makes  the 
miracle  the  greater. 

I  do  not,  in  short,  consider  comedy  as  exactly  an  affair  of  the 
heart  or  the  imagination ;  and  it  is  for  this  reason  only  that  I 
think  Shakspeare's  comedies  deficient.  I  do  not,  however,  wish 
to  give  a  preference  of  any  comedies  over  his ;  but  I  do  perceive 
a  difference  between  his  comedies  and  some  others  that  are,  not- 
withstanding, excellent  in  their  way,  and  I  have  endeavoured 
to  point  out  in  what  this  difference  consists,  as  well  as  I  could. 
Finally,  I  will  not  say  that  he  had  not  as  great  a  natural  genius 
for  comedy  as  any  one ;  but  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  he  had 
not  the  same  artificial  models  and  regulated  mass  of  fashionable 
absurdity  or  elegance  to  work  upon. 
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The  superiority  of  Shakspeare's  natural  genius  for  comedy 
cannot  be  better  shown  than  by  a  comparison  between  his  comic 
characters  and  those  of  Ben  Jonson.  The  matter  is  the  same ; 
but  how  different  is  the  manner !  The  one  gives  &ir-play  to 
nature  and  his  own  genius,  while  the  other  trusts  almost  entire- 
ly to  imitation  and  custom.  Shakspeare  takes  his  groundwork 
in  individual  character  and  the  manners  of  his  age,  and  raises 
from  them  a  fantastical  and  delightful  superstructure  of  his  own: 
the  other  takes  the  same  groundwork  in  matter-of-fact,  but  hard- 
ly ever  rises  above  it ;  and  the  more  he  strives,  is  but  the  more 
enveloped  ^  in  the  crust  of  formality**  and  the  crude  circumstan- 
tials of  his  subject  His  genius  (not  to  pro&ne  an  old  and  still 
venerable  name,  but  merely  to  make  myself  understood)  resem- 
bles the  grub  more  than  the  butterfly,  plods  and  grovels  on, 
wants  wings  to  wanton  in  the  idle  summer's  air,  and  catch  the 
golden  light  of  poetry.  Ben  Jonson  is  a  great  borrower  from 
the  works  of  others,  and  a  plagiarist  even  from  nature ;  so  little 
freedom  is  there  in  his  imitations  of  her,  and  he  appears  to  re- 
ceive her  bounty  like  an  alms.  His  works  read  like  transla- 
tions, from  a  certain  cramp  manner,  and  want  of  adaptation. 
Shakspeare,  even  when  he  takes  whole  passages  from  books^ 
does  it  with  a  apint,  felicity,  and  mastery  over  his  subject,  that 
instantly  makes  them  his  own ;  and  shows  more  independence 
of  mind  and  original  thinking  in  what  he  plunders  without 
scruple,  than  Ben  Jonson  often  did  in  his  most  studied  passages, 
forced  from  the  sweat  and  labour  of  his  brain.  His  style  is  as 
dry,  as  literal,  and  meagre,  as  Shakspeare*s  is  exuberant,  liberal, 
and  unrestrained.  The  one  labours  hard,  lashes  himself  up,  and 
produces  httle  pleasure  with  all  his  fidelity  and  tenaciousness  of 
purpose :  the  other,  without  putting  himself  to  any  trouble,  or 
thinking  about  his  success,  performs  wonders, — 

"  Does  mad  and  frantic  execution, 
Engaging  and  redeeming  of  himself, 
With  such  a  careless  force  and  forceless*  care, 
As  if  that  luck,  in  very  spite  of  cunning, 
Bad  him  win  all.'' 

*  Unforced. 
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There  are  people  who  cannot  taste  olives — and  I  cannot  much 
relish  Ben  Jonson,  though  I  have  taken  some  pains  to  do  it,  and 
went  "to  the  task  with  every  sort  of  good  will.  I  do  not  deny 
his  power  or  his  merit ;  far  from  it :  but  it  is  to  me  a  repulsive 
and  unamiable  kind.  He  was  a  great  man  in  himself,  but  one 
cannot  readily  sympathize  with  him.  His  works,  as  the  charac- 
teristic productions  of  an  individual  mind,  or  as  records  of  the 
manners  of  a  particular  age,  cannot  be  valued  too  highly ;  but 
they  have  little  charm  for  the  mere  general  reader.  Schlegel 
observes,  that  whereas  Shakspeare  gives  the  springs  of  human 
nature,  which  are  always  the  same,  or  sufficiently  so  to  be  in- 
teresting and  intelligible ;  Jonson  chiefly  gives  the  humours  of 
men,  as  connected  with  certain*  arbitrary  or  conventional  modes 
of  dress,  action,  and  expression,  which  are  intelligible  only  while 
they  last,  and  not  very  interesting  at  any  time.  Shakspeare's 
characters  are  men ;  Ben  Jonson's  are  more  like  machines,  gov- 
erned by  mere  routine,  or  by  the  convenience  of  the  poet,  whose 
property  they  are.  In  reading  the  one,  we  are  let  into  the 
minds  of  his  characters,  we  see  the  play  of  their  thoughts,  how 
their  humours  flow  and  work :  the  author  takes  a  range  over 
nature,  and  has  an  eye  to  every  object  or  occasion  that  presents 
itself  to  set  oflf  and  heighten  the  ludicrous  character  he  is  do- 
scribing.  His  humour  (so  to  speak)  bubbles,  sparkles,  and  finds 
its  way  in  all  directions,  like  a  natural  spring.  In  Ben  Jonson 
it  is,  as  it  were,  confined  in  a  leaden  cistern,  where  it  stagnates 
and  corrupts ;  or  directed  only  through  certain  artificial  pipes 
and  conduits  to  answer  a  given  purpose.  The  comedy  of  thig 
author  is  far  from  being  "  lively,  audible,  and  full  of  vent :"  it 
is  for  the  most  part  obtuse,  obscure,  forced,  and  tedious.  He 
wears  out  a  jest  to  the  last  shred  and  coarsest  grain.  His  ima- 
gination fastens  instinctively  on  some  one  mark  or  sign  by  which 
he  designates  the  individual,  and  never  lets  it  go,  for  fear  of  not 
meeting  with  any  other  means  to  express  himself  by.  A  cant 
phrase,  an  odd  gesture,  an  old-fashioned  regimental  uniform,  a 
wooden  leg,  a  tobacco-box,  ox  a  hacked  sword,  are  the  standing 
topics  by  which  he  embodies  his  characters  to  the  imagination. 
They  are  cut  and  dried  comedy ;  the  letter,  not  the  spirit  of  wit 
and  humour.    Each  of  his  characters  has  a  particular  cu6|  a 
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professional  badge  which  he  wears  and  is  known  by,  and  by 
nothing  else.  Thus  there  is  no  end  of  Captain  Otter,  his  Bull, 
his  Bear,  and  his  Horse,  which  are  no  joke  at  first,  and  do  not 
become  so  by  being  repeated  twenty  times.  It  is  a  mere  matter 
of  fact,  that  some  landlord  of  his  acquaintance  called  his  drink- 
ing cups  by  these  ridiculous  names ;  but  why  need  we  be  told 
so  more  than  once,  or  indeed  at  all  ?  There  is  ahnost  a  total 
want  of  variety,  fancy,  relief,  and  of  those  delightful  transitions 
which  abound,  for  instance,  in  Shakspeare's  tragi-comedy.  In 
Ben  Jonson,  we  find  ourselves  generally  in  low  company,  and 
we  see  no  hope  of  getting  out  of  it.  He  is  like  a  person  who 
fastens  upon  a  disagreeable  subject,  and  cannot  be  persuaded  to 
leave  it.  His  comedy,  in  a  word,  has  not  what  Shakspeare  some- 
where calls  "  blessed  conditions."  It  is  cross-graltied,  mean,  and 
mechanical.  It  is  handicraft  wit.  Squalid  poverty,  sheer  igno- 
rance, bare-faced  impudence,  or  idiot  imbecility,  are  his  drama- 
tic common-places — things  that  provoke  pity  or  disgust,  instead 
of  laughter.  His  portraits  are  caricatures  by  dint  of  their  very 
likeness,  being  extravagant  tautologies  of  themselves;  as  his 
plots  are  improbable  by  an  excess  of  consistency ;  for  he  goes 
thorough-stitch  with  whatever  he  takes  in  hand,  makes  one  con- 
trivance answer  all  purposes,  and  every  obstacle  give  way  to  a 
predetermined  theory.  For  instance,  nothing  can  be  more  in- 
credible than  the  mercenary  conduct  of  Corvino,  in  delivering 
up  his  wife  to  the  palsied  embraces  of  Volpone  ;  and  yet  the 
poet  does  not  seem  in  the  least  to  boggle  at  the  incongruity  of 
it :  but  the  more  it  is  in  keeping  with  the  absurdity  of  the  rest 
of  the  fable,  and  the  more  it  advances  it  to  an  incredible  catas- 
trophe, the  more  he  seems  to  dwell  upon  it  with  complacency 
and  a  sort  of  wilful  exaggeration,  as  if  it  were  a  logical  discovery 
or  corollary  from  well-known  premises.  He  would  no  more  be 
bafiied  in  the  working  out  a  plot,  than  some  people  will  be  baf- 
fled in  an  argument.  "  If  to  be  wise  were  to  be  obstinate,"  our 
author  might  have  laid  signal  claim  to  this  title.  Old  Ben  was 
of  a  scholastic  turn,  and  had  dealt  a  little  in  the  occult  sciences 
and  controversial  divinity.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  crabbed 
sense,  retentive  memory,  acute  observation,  great  fidelity  of  de- 
scription and  keeping  in  character,  a  power  of  working  out  an 
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idea  so  as  to  make  it  painfully  true  and  oppressive,  and  with 
great  honesty  and  manliness  of  feeling,  as  well  as  directness  of 
understanding:  but  with  all  this,  he  wanted,  to  my  thinking, 
that  genial  spirit  of  enjoyment  and  finer  fancy,  which  constitute 
the  essence  of  poetry  and  of  wit.  The  sense  of  reality  exercised 
a  despotic  sway  over  his  mind,  and  equally  weighed  down  and 
clogged  his  perception  of  the  beautiful  or  the  ridiculous.  He 
had  a  keen  sense  of  what  was  true  and  false,  but  not  of  the  dif- 
ference between  the  agreeable  and  the  disagreeable;  or  if  he 
had,  it  was  by  his  understanding  rather  than  his  imagination, 
by  rule  and  method,  not  by  sympathy,  or  intuitive  perception  of 
'4he  gayest,  happiest  attitude  of  things."  There  was  nothing 
spontaneous,  no  impulse  or  ease  about  his  genius:  it  was  all 
forced,  up-hill  work,  making  a  toil  of  a  pleasure.  And  hence 
his  overweening  admiration  of  his  own  works,  from  the  effort 
they  had  cost  him,  and  the  apprehension  that  they  were  not  pro- 
portionably  admired  by  others,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  pangs 
and  throes  of  his  Muse  in  child-bearing.  In  his  satirical  descrip- 
tions he  seldom  stops  short  of  the  lowest  and  most  offensive  point 
of  meanness ;  and  in  his  serious  poetry  he  seems  to  repose  with 
complacency  only  on  the  pedantic  and  far-fetched,  the  tUtima 
Thide  of  his  knowledge.  He  has  a  conscience  of  letting  nothing 
escape  the  reader  that  he  knows.  Aliquando  mfflaminaridus 
erat^  is  as  true  of  him  as  it  was  of  Shakspeare,  but  in  a  quite 
difierent  sense.  He  is  doggedly  bent  upon  fatiguing  you  with 
a  favourite  idea ;  whereas  Shakspeare  overpowers  and  distracts 
attention  by  the  throng  and  indiscriminate  variety  of  his.  His 
*  Sad  Shepherd'  is  a  beautiful  fragment.  It  was  a  favourite  with 
the  late  Mr.  Home  Tooke :  indeed  it  is  no  wonder,  for  there 
was  a  sort  of  sympathy  between  the  two  men.  Ben  was  like 
the  modern  wit  and  philosopher,  a  grammarian  and  a  hard- 
headed  thinker.  There  is  an  amusing  account  of  Ben  Jonson's 
private  manners  in  'Howel's  Letters,'  which  is  not  generally 
known,  and  which  I  shall  here  extract. 

"  Prom  James  Howel^  Esq.,  to  Sir  Thomas  Hawk,  Kb. 
'*  Sir,  Westmintfter,  5th  April,  1636. 

"  I  was  invited  yesternight  to  a  solemn  supper  bj  B.  J.,  where  you  weie 
deeply  lememberod;  there  was  good  company,  excellent  cheer,  choice 
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wines,  and  jovial  welcome :  one  thing  intervened,  which  almost  spoiled  the 
lelish  of  the  rest,  that  B.  began  to  engross  all  the  discourse,  to  vapour  ex- 
tremely by  himself,  and,  by  vilifying  others,  to  magnify  his  own  Muse. 
T.  Ca.  (Tom  Carew)  buzzed  me  in  the  ear,  that  though  Ben  had  barrelled 
up  a  great  deal  of  knowledge,  yet  it  seems  he  had  not  read  the  ethics, 
which,  among  other  precepts  of  morality,  forbid  self-commendation,  declar- 
ing it  to  be  an  ill-favoured  solecism  in  good  manners.  It  made  me  think 
upon  the  lady  (not  veiy  young)  who,  having  a  good  while  given  her  guest 
neat  entertainment,  a  capon  being  brought  upon  the  table,  instead  of  a  spoon, 
she  took  a  mouthful  of  claret,  and  spouted  into  the  hoUow  bird :  such  va 
accident  happened  in  this  entertainment :  you  know— propria^  laus  sordet 
in  ore:  be  a  man's  breath  ever  so  sweet,  yet  it  makes  one's  praise  stink, 
if  he  makes  his  own  mouth  the  conduit-pipe  of  it.  But,  for  my  part,  I  am 
content  to  dispense  with  the  Roman  infirmity  of  Ben,  now  that  time  hath 
snowed  upon  hb  pericranium.  You  know  Ovid  and  (your)  Horace  were 
subject  to  this  humour,  the  first  bursting  out  into— 

Jamque  opus  exegi,  quod  nee  Jovis  ira  nee  ignis,  &c. 
The  other  into— 

Exegi  monamentum  aere  perennius,  Ac. 
As  also  Cicero,  while  he  forced  himself  into  this  hexameter :   Ofortwnar 
turn  natam  me  conside  JRomam !    There  is  another  reason  that  excuseth  B., 
which  is,  that  if  one  be  allowed  to  love  the  natural  issue  of  his  body,  why 
not  that  of  the  brain,  which  is  of  a  spiritual  and  more  noble  extraction  V* 

The  concarring  testimony  of  all  his  contemporaries  agrees  with 
his  own  candid  avowal,  as  to  Ben  Jonson's  personal  charactcar. 
He  begins,  for  instance,  an  epistle  to  Drayton  in  these  words : — 

"  Michael,  by  some  'tis  doubted  if  I  be 
A  friend  at  all;  or,  if  a  friend,  to^thee." 

Of  Shakspeare's  comedies  I  have  already  given  a  detailed 
account,  which  is  before  the  public,  and  which  I  shall  not  repeat 
of  course ;  but  I  shall  give  a  cursory  sketch  of  the  principal  of 
Ben  Jonson^s.  [It  has  been  observed  of  this  author,  that  he 
painted  not  so  much  human  nature  as  temporary  manners ;  not 
the  characters  of  men,  but  their  humours ;  that  is  to  say,  peculi- 
arities of  phrase,  modes  of  dress,  gesture,  &c.,  which  becoming 
obselete,  and  being  in  themselves  altogether  arbitrary  and  fan- 
tastical, have  become  unintelligible  and  uninteresting.]  The 
Silent  Woman  is  built  upon  the  supposition  of  an  old  citizen  dis- 
liking noise,  who  takes  to  wife  Epicene  (a  supposed  young  lady) 
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for  the  reputation  of  her  silence,  and  with  a  view  to  disinherit 
bis  nephew,  who  has  laughed  at  his  infirmity ;  when  the  cere- 
mony is  no  sooner  over  than  the  hride  turns  out  a  very  shrew, 
his  house  hecomes  a  very  Babel  of  noises,  and  he  offers  his 
nephew  his  own  terms  to  unloose  the  matrimonial  knot,  which 
is  done  by  proving  that  Epicene  is  no  woman.  There  is  some 
humour  in  the  leading  character,  but  too  much  is  made  out  of  it, 
not  in  the  way  of  Molidre's  exaggerations,  which,  though  extra- 
yagant,  are  fantastical  and  ludicrous,  but  of  serious,  plodding, 
minute  prolixity.  The  first  meeting  between  Morose  and  Epi- 
cene is  weU  managed,  and  does  not  "  o'erstep  the  modesty  of 
nature,"  from  the  very  restraint  imposed  by  the  situation  of  the 
parties — ^by  the  affected  taciturnity  of  the  one,  and  the  other's 
singular  dislike  of  noise.  The  whole  story,  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end,  is  a  gratuitous  assumption,  and  the  height  of  impro- 
bability. The  author,  in  sustaining  the  weight  of  his  plot, 
seems  like  a  balance-master  who  supports  a  number  of  people, 
piled  one  upon  another,  on  his  hands,  his  knees,  his  shoulders, 
but  with  a  great  e£R)rt  on  his  own  part,  and  with  a  painful  effect 
to  the  beholders.  The  scene  between  Sir  Amorous  La  Fool  and 
Sir  John  Daw,  in  which  they  are  frightened,  by  a  feigned  report 
of  each  other's  courage,  into  a  submission  to  all  sorts  of  indigni- 
ties, which  they  construe  into  flattering  civilities,  is  the  same 
device  as  that  in  '  Twelfth  Night  *  between  Sir  Andrew  Ague- 
cheek  and  Viola,  carried  to  a  paradoxical  and  revolting  excess. 
Ben  Jonson  had  no  idea  of  decorum  in  his  dramatic  fictions, 
which  Milton  says  is  the  principal  thing,  but  went  on  caricaturing 
himself  and  others  till  he  could  go  no  farther  in  extravagance, 
and  sink  no  lower  in  meanness.  The  titles  of  his  dramatis  per- 
sanaj  such  as  Sir  Amorous  La  Fool,  Truewit,  Sir  John  Daw, 
Sir  Politic  Would-be,  &c.  &c.,  which  are  significant  and  know- 
ing, show  his  determination  to  overdo  everything  by  thuB 
letting  you  into  their  characters  beforehand,  and  afterwards 
proving  their  pretensions  by  their  names.  Thus  Peregrine,  in 
'  Volpone,*  says,  "  Your  name.  Sir  ?"  PoUHck.  "  My  name  is 
Politick  Would-be."  To  which  Peregrine  replies,  "Oh,  that 
speaks  him."  How  it  should,  if  it  was  his  real  name,  and  not  a 
nickname  given  him  on  purpose  by  the  author,  is  hard  to  con- 
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ceivo.  This  play  was  Dryden's  fevourite.  It  is  indeed  full  of 
sharp,  biting  sentences  against  the  women,  of  which  he  was 
fond.  The  following  may  serve  as  a  specimen.  Truewit  sa3r8, 
"  Did  I  not  tell  thee,  Dauphine  ?  Why,  all  their  actions  are 
governed  by  crude  opinion,  without  reason  or  cause ;  they  know 
not  why  they  do  anything ;  but,  as  they  are  informed,  believe, 
judge,  praise,  condemn,  love,  hate,  and  in  emulation  one  of  an- 
other, do  all  these  things  alike.  Only  they  have  a  natural  incli- 
nation sways  'em  generally  to  the  worst,  when  they  are  left  to 
themselves."  This  is  a  cynical  sentence ;  and  we  may  say  of 
the  rest  of  his  opinions,  that  '^  even  though  we  should  hold  them 
to  be  true,  yet  it  is  slander  to  have  them  so  set  down."  The 
women  in  this  play  indeed  justify  the  author's  severity ;  they  are 
altogether  abominable.  They  have  an  utter  want  of  principle 
and  decency,  and  are  equally  without  a  sense  of  pleasure,  taste, 
or  elegance.  Madame  Haughty,  Madame  Centaur,  and  Ma- 
dame Mavis,  form  the  College,  as  it  is  here  pedantically  called. 
They  are  a  sort  of  candidates  for  being  upon  the  town,  but  can- 
not find  seducers,  and  a  sort  of  blue-stockings,  before  the  inven- 
tion of  letters.  Mistress  Epicene,  the  silent  gentlewoman,  turns 
out  not  to  be  a  woman  at  all ;  which  is  not  a  very  pleasant 
denouement  of  the  plot,  and  is  itself  an  incident  apparently  taken 
fix>m  the  blundering  blind-man's  buff  conclusion  of  the  '  Merry 
Wives  of  Windsor.'  What  Shakspeare  might  introduce  by  an 
accident,  and  as  a  mere  passing  jest,  Ben  Jonson  would  set  about 
building  a  whole  play  upon.  The  directions  for  making  love 
given  by  Truewit,  the  author's  favourite,  discover  great  know- 
ledge and  shrewdness  of  observation,  mixed  with  the  acuteness 
of  malice,  and  approach  to  the  best  style  of  comic  dialogue.  But 
I  must  refer  to  the  play  itself  for  them. 

*  Volpone,  or  the  Fox,'  is  his  best  play.  It  is  prolix  and  im- 
probable, but  intense  and  powerful.  It  is  written  con  amore.  It 
is  made  up  of  cheats  and  dupes,  and  the  author  is  at  home 
among  them.  He  shows  his  hatred  of  the  one  and  contempt  for 
the  other,  and  makes  them  set  one  another  off  to  great  advantage. 
There  are  several  striking  dramatic  contrasts  in  this  play,  where 
the  Fox  lies  perdu  to  watch  his  prey,  where  Mosca  is  the  dex- 
trous go-between,  outwitting  his  gulls,  his  employer,  and  him- 
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self,  and  where  each  of  the  gaping  legacy-hunters,  the  lawyer, 
the  merchant,  and  the  miser,  eagerly  occupied  with  the  ridicu- 
loosness  of  the  other's  pretensions,  is  blind  only  to  the  absurdity 
of  his  own :  but  the  whole  is  worked  up  too  mechanically,  and 
our  credulity  overstretched  at  last  revolts  into  scepticism,  and  our 
attention  overtasked  flags  into  drowsiness.  This  play  seems 
formed  on  the  model  of  Plautus,  in  unity  of  plot  and  interest ; 
and  old  Ben,  in  emulating  his  classic  model,  appears  to  have 
done  his  best.  There  is  the  same  caustic,  unsparing  severity  in 
it  as  in  his  other  works.  His  patience  is  tried  to  the  utmost. 
His  words  drop  gall. 

"  Hood  an  ass  with  reverend  parple, 
So  you  can  hide  his  too  ambitious  ears, 
And  he  shall  pass  for  a  cathedral  doctor." 

The  scene  between  Volpone,  Mosca,  Voltore,  Corvino.  and 
Corbaccio,  at  the  outset,  will  show  the  dramatic  power  in  the 
conduct  of  this  play,  and  will  be  my  justification  in  what  I  have 
'said  of  the  literal  tenaciousness  (to  a  degree  that  is  repulsive)  of 
the  author's  imaginary  descriptions. 

*  Every  Man  in  his  Humour,'  is  a  play  well  known  to  the 
public.  This  play  acts  better  than  it  reads.  The  pathos  in  the 
principal  character,  Kitely,  is  '^  as  dry  as  the  rema.'ncler  faiscnit 
after  a  voyage."  There  is,  however,  a  certain  good  .^eose.  Ois- 
erimination,  or  logic  of  passion  in  the  part,  which  afibrOv  excel- 
lent hints  for  an  able  actor,  and  which,  if  properly  pointed,  gives 
it  considerable  force  on  the  stage.  Bobadil  is  the  only  actually 
striking  character  in  the  play,  or  which  tells  equally  in  the 
closet  and  the  theatre;  he  is  the  real  hero  of  the  piece.  His 
'well*known  proposal  for  the  pacification  of  Europe  by  killing 
some  twenty  of  ihem,  each  his  man  a  day,  is  as  good  as  any 
other  that  has  been  suggested  up  to  the  present  moment  His 
.  extravagant  affectation,  his  blustering  and  cowardice,  are  an  en- 
tertaining medley ;  and  his  final  defeat  and  exposure,  though 
exceedingly  humourous,  are  the  most  affecting  part  of  the  story. 
Brainworm  is  a  particularly  dry  and  abstruse  character.  We 
neither  know  his  business  nor  his  motives :  his  plots  are  as  in- 
tricate as  they  are  useless,  and  as  the  ignorance  of  those  he  im- 
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poses  upon  is  wonderful.  This  is  the  impression  in  reading  it 
Yet  from  the  bustle  and  activity  of  this  character  on  the  stage, 
the  changes  of  dress,  the  variety  of  affected  tones  and  gipsy 
jargon,  and  the  limping  affected  gestures,  it  is  a  very  amusing 
Uieatrical  exhibition.  The  rest.  Master  Matthew,  Master  Ste- 
phen, Cob,  and  Cob's  wife,  were  hving  in  the  sixteenth  century. 
That  is  all  we  all  know  of  them.  But  from  the  very  oddity  of 
their  appearance  and  behaviour,  they  have  a  very  droll  and  even 
picturesque  eflect  when  acted.  It  seems  a  revival  of  the  dead. 
We  believe  in  their  existence  when  we  see  them.  As  an  ex- 
ample of  the  power  of  the  stage  in  giving  reality  and  interest  to 
what  otherwise  would  be  without  it,  I  might  mention  the  scene 
in  which  Brainworm  praises  Master  Stephen's  leg.  The  folly 
here  is  insipid  from  its  being  seemingly  carried  to  an  excess,  till 
we  see  it ;  and  then  we  laugh  the  more  at  it,  the  more  incredible 
ive  thought  it  before. 

'  Bartholomew  Fair '  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  the  exhibition 
of  odd  humours  and  tumbler's  tricks,  and  is  on  that  account 
amusing  to  read  once.  '  The  Alchymist '  is  the  most  famous 
of  this  author's  comedies,  though  I  think  it  does  not  deserve  its 
reputation.  It  contains  all  that  is  quaint,  dreary,  obsolete,  and 
hopeless  in  this  once  famed  art,  but  not  the  golden  dreams  and 
splendid  disappointments.  We  have  the  mere  circumstantiab 
4if  4ie  sublime  science,  pots  and  kettles,  aprons  and  bellows, 
crucibles  and  diagrams,  all  the  refuse  and  rubbish,  not  the  es- 
sence, the  true  eliocir  vita.  There  is,  however,  one  glorious 
scene  between  Surly  and  Sir  Epicure  Mammon,  which  is  the 
finest  example  I  know  of  dramatic  sophistry,  or  of  an  attempt  to 
prove  the  existence  of  a  thing  by  an  imposing  description  of  its 
effects ;  but  compared  with  this,  the  rest  of  the  play  is  a  capui 
mortuvm.     The  scene  I  allude  to  is  the  following : — 

"  Mammon,    Come  on,  Sir.    Now,  you  set  your  foot  oa  abate 
In  Novo  Orbe ;  here's  the  rich  Peru ; 
And  there,  within,  Sir,  are  the  golden  mines, 
Great  Solomon's  Ophir !    He  was  sailing  to  't 
Three  years,  hut  we  have  reached  it  in  ten  months. 
This  is  the  day  wherein,  to  all  my  Mends, 
I  will  pronounce  the  hsppy  word,  Bs  rich  : 
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This  di^  you  diaU  be  Spectatinmi. 
You  BhaJl  no  more  deal  with  the  hoHow  d^ 
Or  the  frail  card.        •        •        ♦        •        • 
You  shall  start  up  young  viceroys, 
And  have  you  your  punks  and  punketees,  my  fikudhf ; 
And  unto  thee,  I  speak  it  first,  Be  rich. 
Where  is  my  Subtle,  there  *!    ll^lthin,  oh  I 

JF*ac€,    [imthin]  Sir,  he'll  eome  to  you  by  and  by. 

Mam,    That  is  his  Firedrake, 
His  Lungs,  his  Zephyrus,  he  that  poffii  his  coals, 
Till  he  firk  nature  up  in  her  own  centre. 
You  are  not  faithAil,  Sir.    This  night  11]  change 
All  that  is  metal  in  my  house  to  gold ; 
And  early  in  the  morning  will  I  send 
To  aU  the  plumbers  and  the  pewterers, 
And  buy  their  tin  and  lead  up ;  and  to  Lothbuy, 
far  all  the  copper. 

Surhf.    What,  and  turn  that  too 'S 

Mam.    Yes,  and  I'll  purchase  Devonshire  and  ComWBlI, 
And  make  them  perfect  Indies  t    You  admire  now  1 

Surly,    No,  faith. 

Mam.    But  when  you  see  tV  effects  of  the  gnat  medidnt, 
Of  which  one  part  projected  on  a  hundred 
Of  Mercury,  or  Venus,  or  the  Moon, 
Shall  turn  it  to  as  many  of  the  Sun ; 
Nay,  to  a  thousand,  so  ad  mjhuhtm  ; 
You  will  believe  me. 

Snrly.    Yes,  when  I  see't,  I  will.— 

Mem.    Ha!  whyl 
Do  you  think  I  fable  with  yon  ^    I  assnie  you, 
He  that  has  once  the  flower  of  the  Sun, 
The  perfect  ruby,  which  we  call  Elixir, 
Not  only  can  do  that,  but,  by  its  virtue. 
Can  confer  honour,  love,  respect,  long  life ; 
Give  safety,  valour,  yea,  and  victory. 
To  whom  he  vrill.    In  eight  and  twenty  days 
111  make  an  old  man  of  fourscore  a  child. 

Surly.    No  doubt;  he's  that  already. 

Mam.    Nay,  I  mean, 
Restore  his  years,  renew  him,  like  an  eagle, 
To  the  fifth  age ;  make  him  get  sons  and  daughteis, 
Young  giants :  as  our  philosophers  have  done, 
The  ancient  patriarchs,  afore  the  flood, 
But  taking,  once  a  week,  on  a  knife's  point, 
The  quantity  <^  a  grain  of  mustard  of  it; 
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Become  stout  Maises,  and  beget  young  Cupids. 

*  *         *         ♦♦♦♦• 

You  aie  inciredulous. 

Surly.    Faith,  I  have  a  humour. 
I  would  not  willingly  be  gulled.    Your  itone 
Cannot  transmute  me. 

Mam.    Pertinax;  my  Surly, 
Will  you  believe  antiquity  1  records  1 
131  show  you  a  book  where  Moses  and  his  sister, 
And  Solomon,  have  wiitten  of  the  art ; 
Ay,  and  a  treatise  penn'd  by  Adam— 

Swrly.    How ! 

Mam.    Of  the  philosophers'  stone,  and  in  High  Dutch. 

Swrly.    Did  Adam  write,  Sir,  in  High  Dutch  1 

Mam.    He  did ; 
Which  proves  it  was  the  primitive  tongue. 

♦  •  •  ♦  * 

[EnUr  F^etf  as  a  servant. 
How  now! 
Do  we  succeed  T    Is  our  day  come,  and  holds  iti 

jF\ice.    The  evening  will  set  red  upon  you,  Sir ; 
You  have  colour  for  it,  crimson;  the  red  ferment 
Has  done  his  office :  three  houis  hence  prepare  you 
To  see  projection. 

Mam.    Pertinax,  my  Surly, 
Again  I  say  to  thee  aloud.  Be  rich. 
This  day  thou  shalt  have  ingots,  and  to-morrow 
GKve  lords  the  affront.    «    *    *     Where's  thy  master  1 

Ii\ice.    At  his  prayers,  Sir,  he ; 
Grood  man,  he's  doing  his  devotions 
For  the  success. 

Mim.    Lungs,  I  wiU  set  a  period 
To  all  thy  labours ;  thou  shalt  be  the  master 
Of  my  seraglio    .... 
For  I  do  mean 

To  have  a  list  of  wives  and  concubines 
Equal  with  Solomon :    «    *    •    • 
I  will  have  all  my  beds  blown  up,  not  stuft : 
Down  is  too  hard ;  and  then,  mine  oval  room 
Fill'd  with  such  pictures  as  Tiberius  took 
From  Elephantis,  and  dull  Aretine 
But  coldly  imitated.    Then  my  glasses 
Cut  in  more  subtle  angles,  to  disperse 
And  multiply  the  figures  as  I  walk     *     »     *     My 
m  have  of  perfumes,  vapoured  about  the  room 
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To  lose  ourselves  in ;  and  mj  baths  like  pits 

To  fiill  into ;  from  whence  we  will  come  forth 

And  roll  us  dry  in  gossamer  and  roses. 

Is  it  arrived  at  ruby  1    Where  I  spy 

A  wealthy  citizen,  or  a  rich  lawyer, 

Have  a  sublimed  pure  wife,  unto  that  fellow 

m  send  a  thousand  pound  to  be  my  cuckold. 

JF^ace.    And  I  shall  cany  it  1 

Mam.    No.    FU  have  no  bawds. 
But  fathers  and  mothers.    They  Will  do  it  best, 
Best  of  all  others.    And  my  flatterers 
Shall  be  the  pure  and  gravest  of  divines 
That  I  can  get  for  money. 

We  will  be  brave,  Puffe,  now  We  have  the  medicine. 
My  meat  shall  all  come  in,  in  Indian  shells, 
Dishes  of  agate  set  in  gold,  and  studded 
With  emeralds,  sapphire,  hyacinths,  and  rubies. 
The  tongues  of  carps,  dormice,  and  earners  heels 
Boil*d  in  the  spirit  of  Sol,  and  dissolved  pearl, 
Apicius'  diet,  'gainst  the  epilepsy ; 
And  I  will  eat  these  broths  with  spoons  of  amber. 
Headed  with  diamond  and  carbuncle. 
My  footboys  shall  eat  pheasants,  calver'd  salmons, 
Knots,  godwits,  lampreys;  I  myself  will  have 
The  beards  of  barbels  serv'd  instead  of  salads ; 
Oil'd  mushrooms ;  and  the  swelling  unctuous  paps 
Of  a  fat  pregnant  sow,  newly  cut  off, 
Dressed  with  an  exquisite  and  poignant  sauce ; 
For  which  I'll  say  unto  my  cook.  There's  gold, 
Go  forth  and  be  a  knight. 

race.    Sir,  I'll  go  look 
A  little  how  it  heightens. 

Mam.    Do.    My  shirts 
III  have  of  taffetarsarsnet,  soft  and  light 
As  cobwebs ;  and  for  all  my  other  raiment, 
It  shall  be  such  as  might  provoke  the  Persian, 
Were  he  to  teach  the  world  riot  anew. 
My  gloves  of  fishes  and  birds'  skins,  perfum'd 
With  gums  of  Paradise  and  eastern  air. 

Surly.    And  do  you  think  to  have  the  stone  with  this  'i 

Mam.    No,  I  do  think  t'  have  all  this  with  the  stone. 

Surly,    Why,  I  have  heard  he  must  be  homofrugi, 
A  pious,  holy,  and  religious  man. 
One  free  from  mortal  sin,  a  very  virgin, — 

Mam.    That  makes  it,  Sir,  he  is  so ;— but  I  buy  it. 
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My  venture  brings  it  me.    He,  honeflk  wretch, 
A  notable,  supentitioiui,  good  soul, 
Has  worn  his  knees  bare,  and  his  siippets  bald, 
"With  prayer  and  &sting  for  it,  and,  Sir,  let  him 
Do  it  alone,  for  me,  still ;  here  he  comes ; 
Not  a  profime  word  afore  him :  'tis  poison." 

Act  ^  scene  h 

I  have  only  to  add  a  few  words  on  Beaumont  and  Fletcher. 
'Rule  a  Wife  and  Have  a  Wife,'  ^  The  Chances/  and  « The 
Wild  Goose  Chase/  the  original  of  the  *  Inconstant,'  are  superior 
in  style  and  execution  to  anything  of  Ben  Jonson's.  They  are, 
indeed,  some  of  the  best  comedies  on  the  stage ;  and  one  proof 
that  they  are  so  is,  that  they  still  hold  possession  of  it  They 
show  the  utmost  alacrity  of  invention  in  contriving  ludicrous 
distresses,  and  the  utmost  spirit  in  bearing  up  against,  or  impa- 
tience and  irritation  under  them.  Don  John,  in  *  The  Chances,' 
is  the  heroic  in  comedy.  Leon,  in  '  Rule  a  Wife  and  Have  a 
Wife,'  is  a  fine  exhibition  of  the  born  gentleman  and  natural 
fool :  the  Copper  Captain  is  sterling  to  this  hour :  his  mistress, 
Estifania,  only  died  the  other  day  with  Mrs.  Jordan :  and  the 
two  grotesque  females  in  the  same  play,  act  better  than  the 
Witches  in  ^  Macbeth.' 
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LECTURE  III. 

On  Cowley,  Butler,  Suckling,  Etherege,  &c. 

The  metaphysical  poets  or  wits  of  the  age  of  James  and 
Charles  L,  whose  style  was  adopted  and  carried  to  a  more  daz- 
zling and  fantastic  excess  by  Cowley  in  the  following  reign, 
after  which  it  declined,  and  gave  place  almost  entirely  to  the 
poetry  of  observation  and  reasoning,  are  thus  happily  charac- 
terised by  Dr.  Johnson. 

^  The  metaphysical  poets  were  men  of  learning,  and  to  show 
flieir  learning  was  their  whole  endeavour:  but  unluckily  re- 
solving to  show  it  in  rhyme,  instead  of  writing  poetry,  they 
only  wrote  verses,  and  very  often  such  verses  as  stood  the  trial 
of  the  finger  better  than  of  the  ear ;  for  the  modulation  was  so 
imperfect,  that  they  were  only  found  to  be  verses  by  counting 
the  syllables. 

''  If  the  father  of  criticism  has  rightly  denominated  poetry 
Ttx"*!  /»«/«i«K^.  an  imii€Uive  art,  these  writers  will,  without  great 
wrong,  lose  their  right  to  the  name  of  poets,  for  they  cannot  be 
said  to  have  imitated  anything ;  they  neither  copied  nature  nor 
life ;  neither  painted  the  forms  of  matter,  nor  represented  the 
operations  of  intellect." 

The  whole  of  the  account  is  well  worth  reading ;  it  was  a 
subject  for  which  Dr.  Johnson's  powers  both  of  thought  and  ex- 
«pre8sion  were  better  fitted  than  any  other  man's.  If  he  had  had 
the  same  capacity  for  following  the  flights  of  a  truly  poetic 
imagination,  or  for  feeling  the  finer  touches  of  nature,  that  he 
had  felicity  and  force  in  detecting  and  exposing  the  aberrations 
from  the  broad  and  beaten  path  of  propriety  and  common  sense, 
he  would  have  amply  deserved  the  reputation  he  has  acquired 
as  a  philosophical  critic. 

The  writers  here  referred  to  (such  as  Donne,  Davies,  Cra- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


96  ON  COWLEY,  BUTLER,  ETC.  [lecture  m. 

shaw,  and  others)  notmerely  mistook  learning  for  poetry — ^they 
thought  anything  was  poetry  that  diflfered  from  ordinary  prose 
and  the  natural  impression  of  things,  hy  being  intricate,  far- 
fetched, and  improbable.  Their  style  was  not  so  properly  learn- 
ed as  metaphysical ;  that  is  to  say,  whenever,  by  any  violence 
done  to  their  ideas,  they  could  make  out  an  abstract  likeness  or 
possible  ground  of  comparison,  they  forced  the  image,  whether 
learned  or  vulgar,  into  the-  service  of  the  Muses.  Anything 
would  do  to  "  hitch  into  a  rhyme,"  no  matter  whether  striking 
or  agreeable,  or  not,  so  that  it  would  puzzle  the  reader  to  disco- 
ver the  meaning,  and  if  there  was  the  most  remote  circum- 
stance, however  trifling  or  vague,  for  the  pretended  comparison 
to  hinge  upon.  They  brought  ideas  together  not  the  most,  but 
the  least  like  ;  and  of  which  the  collision  produced  not  light, 
but  obscurity — served  not  to  strengthen,  but  to  confound.  Their 
my^cal  verses  read  like  riddles  or  an  allegory.  They  neither 
belong  to  the  class  of  lively  or  severe  poetry.  They  have  not 
the  force  of  the  one,  nor  the  gaiety  of  the  other ;  but  are  an 
ill-assorted,  unprofitable  union  of  the  two  together,  applying  to 
serious  subjects  that  quaint  and  partial  style  of  allusion  which 
fits  only  what  is  light  and  ludicrous,  and  building  the  mo6t 
laboured  conclusions  on  the  most  fantastical  and  slender  pore- 
mises.  The  object  of  the  poetry  of  imagination  is  to  raise  or 
adorn  one  idea  by  another  more  striking  or  more  beautiful :  the 
object  of  these  writers  was  to  match  any  one  idea  with  any 
other  idea,^  beUer  for  worse^  as  we  say,  and  whether  anything 
was  gained  by  the  change  of  condition  or  not.  The  object  of 
the  poetry  of  the  passions,  again,  is  to  illustrate  any  strong 
feeling,  by  showing  the  same  feeling  as  connected  with  objects 
or  circumstances  more  palpable  and  touching;  but  here  the 
object  was  to  strain  and  distort  the  immediate  feeling  into  some 
barely  possible  consequence  or  recondite  analogy,  in  which  it 
required  the  utmost  stretch  of  misapplied  ingenuity  to  trace  the 
smallest  connection  with  the  original  impression.  In  short,  the 
poetry  of  this  period  was  strictly  this  poetry  not  of  ideas,  but  of 
definitions  :  it  proceeded  in  mode  and  figure,  by  gtmis  and  spe- 
cific difference ;  and  was  the  logic  of  the  schools,  or  an  oblique 
and  forced  construction  of  dry,  literal  matter-of*fact,  decked  out 
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in  a  robe  of  gUttering  conceits,  and  clogged  with  the  halting 
shackles  of  verse.  The  imagination  of  the  writers,  instead  of 
being  conversant  with  the  face  of  nature,  or  the  secrets  of  the 
heart,  was  lost  in  the  labyrinths  of  intellectual  abstraction,  or 
entangled  in  the  technical  quibbles  and  impertinent  intricacies 
of  language.  The  complaint  so  often  made,  and  here  repeated, 
is  not  of  the  want  of  power  in  these  men,  but  of  the  waste  of 
it ; .  not  of  the  absence  of  genius,  but  the  abuse  of  it.  They 
had  (many  of  them)  great  talents  committed  to  their  trust,  rich- 
ness of  thought,  and  depth  of  feeling ;  but  they  chose  to  hide 
them  (as  much  as  they  possibly  could)  under  a  false  show  of 
learning  and  unmeaning  subtlety.  From  the  style  which  they 
had  systematically  adopted,  they  thought  nothiog  done  till  they 
had  perverted  simplicity  into  affectation,  and  spoiled  nature 
by  art  They  seemed  to  think  there  was  an  irreconcileable 
opposition  between  genius,  as  well  as  grace  and  nature  ;  tried  to 
do  without,  or  else  constantly  to  thwart  her ;  left  nothing  to  her 
outward  "  impress,"  or  spontaneous  impulses,  but  made  a  point 
of  twisting  and  torturing  almost  every  subject  they  took  in 
hand,  till  they  had  fitted  it  to  the  mould  of  their  self-opinion 
and  the  previous  fabrications  of  their  own  fancy,  like  those  who 
pen  acrostics  in  the  shape  of  pyramids,  and  cut  out  trees  into 
the  form  of  peacocks.  Their  chief  aim  is  to  make  you  wondOT 
at  the  writer,  not  to  interest  you  in  the  subject ;  and  by  an  in- 
cessant craving  after  admiration,  they  have  lost  what  they  might 
have  gained  with  less  extravagance  and  affectation.  So  Cow- 
per,  who  was  of  a  quite  opposite  school,  speaks  feelingly  of  the 
misapplication  of  Cowley's  poetical  genius. 

"  And  though  recloim'd  by  modem  lights 
From  an  erroneous  taste, 
I  cannot  but  lament  thy  splendid  wit 
Entangled  in  the  cobwebs  of  the  schools." 

Donne,  who  was  considerably  before  Cowley,  is  without  h  s 
fancy,  but  was  more  recondite  in  his  logic,  and  rigid  in  his  de- 
scriptions. He  is  hence  led,  particularly  in  his  satires,  to  tell 
disagreeable  truths  in  as  disagreeable  a  way  as  possible,  or  to 
convey  a  pleasing  and  affecting  thought  (of  which  there  are 
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many  to  be  found  in  his  other  writings)  by  the  harshest  means, 
and  with  the  most  painful  effort  His  Muse  suffers  continual 
pangs  and  throes.  His  thoughts  are  delivered  by  the  CsBsarean 
operation.  The  sentiments,  profound  and  tender  as  they  often 
are,  are  stifled  in  the  expression ;  and  '^  heaved  pantingly  forth," 
are  "  buried  quick  again"  under  the  ruins  and  rubbish  of  ana* 
lytical  distinctions.  It  is  like  Poetry  waking  from  a  trance: 
with  an  eye  bent  idly  on  the  outward  world,  and  half-forgotten 
feelings  crowding  about  the  heart ;  with  vivid  impressions,  dim 
notions,  and  disjointed  words.  The  following  may  serve  as 
instances  of  beautiful  or  impassioned  reflections  losing  them- 
selves in  obscure  and  diflicult  applications.  He  has  some  lines 
to  a  Blossom,  which  begin  thus : 

*'  Little  think'st  thou,  poor  flow'r, 
Whom  I  have  watched  six  or  seven  days, 
And  seen  thy  birth,  and  seen  what  eveiy  hour 
Gave  to  thy  growth,  thee  to  this  height  to  raise, 
And  now  dost  laugh  and  triumph  on  this  bough, 

Little  think'st  thou 
That  it  will  freeze  anon,  and  that  I  shall 
To-morrow  find  thee  fall'n,  or  not  at  all." 

This  simple  and  delicate  description  is  only  introduced  as  a 
foundation  for  an  elaborate  metaphysical  conceit  as  a  parallel  to 
it,  in  the  next  stanza. 

"  Little  think'st  thou  (poor  heart 
That  labourist  yet  to  nestle  thee. 
And  think'st  by  hovering  here  to  get  a  part 
In  a  forbidden  or  forbidding  tree, 
And  hop'st  her  stiffbess  by  long  siege  to  bow :) 

Little  think'st  thou, 
That  thou  to-morrow,  ere  the  sun  doth  wake, 
Must  with  this  sun  and  me  a  journey  take." 

This  is  but  a  lame  and  impotent  conclusion  from  so  delightful  a 
beginning.  He  thus  notices  the  circumstance  of  his  wearing 
his  late  wife's  hair  about  his  arm,  in  a  little  poem  which  is  called 
the  Funeral : 
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*'  Whoever  comes  to  shioiid  me,  do  not  haim 
Nor  question  much 
That  subtle  wreath  of  hair,  about  mine  arm; 
The  mystery,  the  sign  you  must  not  touch." 

The  scholastic  reason  he  gives  quite  dissolves  the  charm  of 
tender  and  touching  grace  in  the  sentiment  itself^ — 

"  For  'tis  my  outward  soul, 
Yiceroy  to  that,  which  unto  heaven  being  gone, 

Will  leave  this  to  control. 
And  keep  these  limbs,  her  provinces,  from  dissolution." 

Again,  the  following  lines,  the  title  of  which  is  '  Love's  Deity,' 
are  highly  characteristic  of  this  author's  manner,  in  which  the 
thoughts  are  inlaid  in  a  costly  hut  imperfect  mosaic-work. 

"  I  long  to  talk  with  some  old  lover's  ghost. 
Who  died  before  the  God  of  Love  was  bom ; 
I  cannot  think  that  he,  who  then  loved  most. 
Sunk  so  low,  as  to  love  one  which  did  scorn. 
But  since  this  Grod  produc'd  a  destiny, 
And  that  vice-nature,  custom,  lets  it  be ; 
I  must  love  her  that  loves  not  me." 

The  stanza  in  the  '  Epithalamion  on  a  Count  Palatine  of  the 
Rhine,'  has  been  often  quoted  against  him,  and  is  an  almost 
irresistible  illustration  of  the  extravagances  to  which  this  kind 
of  writing,  which  turns  upon  a  pivot  of  words  and  possible  allu- 
sions, is  liable.  Speaking  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom  he  says, 
by  way  of  serious  compliment — 

"  Here  lies  a  she-Sun,  and  a  he-Moon  there, 
She  gives  the  best  light  to  hLs  sphere ; 
Or  each  is  both  and  all,  and  so 
They  unto  one  another  nothing  owe." 

His  love-verses  and  epistles  to  his  friends  give  the  most  favour- 
able idea  of  Donne.  His  satires  axe  too  clerical.  He  shows, 
if  I  may  so  speak,  too  much  di^ust,  and,  at  the  same  time,  too 
much  contempt  for  vice.  His  dogmatical  invectives  hardly  re- 
deem the  nauseousness  of  his  descriptions,  and  compromise  the 
imagination  oi  his  readers  more  than  they  assist  their  reasoa 
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The  satirist  does  not  write  with  the  same  authority  as  the  diidne, 
and  should  use  his  poetical  priyilegesmore  sparingly.  "  To  the 
pure  all  things  are  pure,"  is  a  maxim  which  a  man  like  Dr. 
Donne  may  be  justified  in  applying  to  himself;  but  he  might 
have  recollected  that  it  could  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  the 
generality  of  his  readers,  vntkaiU  benefit  of  clergy. 

Bishop  Hall's  Satires  are  coarse  railing  in  verse,  and  hardly 
that  Pope  has,  however,  contrived  to  avail  himself  of  them  in 
some  of  his  imitations. 

Sir  John  Davies  is  the  author  of  a  poem  on  the  Soul,  and  of 
one  on  Dancing.  In  both  he  shows  great  ingenuity,  and  some- 
times terseness  and  vigour.  In  the  last  of  these  two  poems  his 
fancy  pirouettes  in  a  very  lively  and  agreeable  manner,  but  some- 
thing too  much  in  the  style  of  a  French  opera4ancer,  with  sharp 
angular  turns,  and  repeated  deviations  from  the  faultless  line  of 
simplicity  and  nature. 

Crashaw  was  a  writer  of  the  same  ambitious  stamp,  whose 
imagination  was  rendered  still  more  inflammable  by  the  fer- 
vours of  fanaticism,  and  who  having  been  converted  from  Pro- 
testantism to  Popery  (a  weakness  to  which  the  "seething  brains*' 
of  the  poets  of  this  period  were  prone)  by  some  visionary  ap- 
pearance of  the  Virgin  Mary,  poured  out  his  devout  raptures 
and  zealous  enthusiasm  in  a  torrent  of  poetical  hyperboles. 
The  celebrated  Latin  epigram  on  the  miracle  of  our  Saviour, 
"  The  water  blushed  into  wine,"  is  in  his  usual  hectic  manner. 
His  translation  of  the  contest  between  the  Musician  and  the 
Nightingale  is  the  best  specimen  of  his  powers. 

Davenant's  'Gk)ndibert'  is  a  tissue  of  stanzas,  all  aiming  to  be 
wise  and  witty,  each  containing  something  in  itself,  and  the 
whole  together  amounting  to  nothing.  The  thoughts  separately 
require  so  much  attention  to  understand  them,  and  arise  so  little 
out  of  the  narrative,  that  they  with  difficulty  sink  into  the  mind, 
and  have  no  common  feeling  of  interest  to  recall  or  link  them 
together  afterwards.  The  general  style  may  be  judged  of- by 
these  two  memorable  lines  in  the  description  of  the  skeleton- 
chamber.  » 

**  Yet  on  that  wall  hangs  he  too,  who  so  thought, 
And  the  diied  by  him  whom  tiuut  he  obeyed." 
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Mr.  Hobbes,  in  a  prefktory  discourse,  has  thrown  away  a  good 
deal  of  powerful  logic  and  criticism  in  the  recommendation  of 
the  plan  of  his  friend's  poem.  Davenant,  who  was  poet-laureate 
to  Charles  IL,  wrote  several  masques  and  ^l&js  which  were  well 
leceiyed  in  his  time,  but  have  not  come  down  with  equal  ap- 
plause to  us. 

Marvel  (on  whom  I  have  already  bestowed  such  praise  as  I 
could,  for  elegance  and  tenderness  in  his  descriptive  poems)  in 
his  satires  and  witty  pieces  was  addicted  to  the  affected  and  in- 
volved style  here  reprobated,  as  in  his  'Flecknoe'  (the  origin 
of  Dryden's  ^Macflecknoe')  and  in  his  satire  on  the  Dutch.  As 
an  instance  of  this  forced,  far-fetched  method  of  treating  his  sub- 
ject, he  says,  in  ridicule  of  the  Hollanders,  that  when  their  dykes 
overflowed,  the  fish  used  to  come  to  table  with  them, 

"  And  sat  not  as  a  meat,  but  as  a  guest" 

There  is  a  poem  of  MarvePs  on  the  death  of  King  Charles  I., 
which  I  have  not  seen,  but  which  I  have  heard  praised  by  one 
whose  praise  is  never  high  but  of  the  highest  things,  for  the 
beauty  and  pathos,  as  well  as  the  generous  frankness  of  the  sen- 
timents, coming,  as  they  did,  from  a  determined  and  incorrupti- 
ble political  foe. 

Shadwell  was  a  successful  and  voluminous  dramatic  writer 
of  much  the  same  period.  His  *  Libertine'  (taken  from  the 
celebrated  Spanish  story)  is  full  of  spirit ;  but  it  is  the  spirit  of 
licentiousness  and  impiety.  At  no  time  do  there  appear  to  have 
been  such  extreme  speculations  afloat  on  the  subject  of  religion 
and  morality,  as  there  were  shortly  after  the  Reformation,  and 
afterwards  under  the  Stuarts,  the  differences  being  widened  by 
political  irritation ;  and  the  Puritans  often  over-acting  one  ex-  ^ 
treme  out  of  grimace  and  hypocrisy,  as  the  king's  party  did  the 
other  out  of  bravado. 

Carew  is  excluded  from  his  pretensions  to  the  laureateship  in 
Suckling's  '  Sessions  of  the  Poets,'  on  account  of  his  slowness. 
His  verses  are  delicate  and  pleasing,  with  a  certain  feebleness, 
but  with  very  little  tincture  of  the  affectation  of  this  period.  His 
masque  (called  *  Ccdum  Briiannicum^)  in  celebration  of  a  mar- 
riage at  court,  has  not  much  wit  or  fancy,  but  the  accompanjring 
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prose  directions  and  commentary  on  the  mythological  story,  are 
written  with  wonderful  facility  and  elegance,  in  a  style  of  famil- 
iar dramatic  dialogue  approaching  nearer  the  writers  of  Ctueen 
Anne's  reign  than  those  of  Ctueen  Elisaheth's. 

Milton's  name  is  included  by  Dr.  Johnson  in  the  list  of  meta- 
physical poets  on  no  better  authority  than  his  lines  on  Hobson 
the  Cambridge  Carrier,  which  he  acknowledges  were  the  only 
ones  Milton  wrote  on  this  model  Indeed,  he  is  the  great  con- 
trast to  that  style  of  poetry,  being  remarkable  for  breadth  and 
massiness,  or  what  Dr.  Johnson  calls  "aggregation  of  ideas" 
beyond  almost  any  other  poet  He  has  in  this  reepect  been  com- 
pared to  Michael  Angelo,  but  not  with  much  reason:  his  verses 
are 


■  "  inimitable  on  earth 


By  model,  or  by  shading  pencil  drawn." 

Suckling  is  also  ranked,  without  sufficient  warrant,  among 
the  metaphysical  poets.  Sir  John  was  "  of  the  court,  courtly  j" 
and  his  style  almost  entirely  free  from  the  charge  of  pedantry 
and  affectation.  There  are  a  few  blemishes  of  this  kind  in  his 
works,  but  they  are  but  few.  His  compositions  are  almost  all 
of  them  short  and  lively  effusions  of  wit  and  gallantry,  written 
in  a  familiar  but  spirited  style,  without  much  design  or  effort 
His  shrewd  and  taunting  address  to  a  desponding  lover  will  suf- 
ficiently vouch  for  the  truth  of  this  account  of  the  general  cast 
of  his  best  pieces. 

"  Why  00  pale  and  wan,  fond  lover  1 
Pr'ythee  why  so  pale  1 
Will,  when  looking  well  can't  move  her, 
Looking  ill  prevail  1 
Pr'ythee  why  so  pale  1 

Why  80  dull  and  mute,  young  sinner  1 

Pr'yihee  why  so  mute  1 
Will,  when  speaking  well,  can't  win  her,  * 

Saying  nothing  do't '? 

Pr*ythee  why  so  mute  1 

Gtiut,  quit  for  shame,  this  will  not  more, 
This  cannot  take  her; 
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If  of  henelf  she  will  not  love, 
Nothing  can  make  her ; 
The  Devil  take  her." 

The  two  short  poems  against  Fruition,  that  beginning,  "  There 
neyer  yet  was  woman  made,  nor  ^11,  but  to  be  cursed," — the 
song,  '*  I  pr'ythee,  spare  me  gentle  boy,  Press  me  no  more  for 
that  slight  toy,  That  foolish  trifle  of  a  heart,"— another,  "Tis 
now,  since  I  sat  down  before  That  foolish  fort,  a  heart," — LiUea 
Alanson — ^the  set  of  similes,  ^'  Hast  thou  seen  the  down  in  the 
air.  When  wanton  winds  have  tost  it," — and  his  "Dream," 
which  is  of  a  more  tender  and  ibmantic  cast,  are  all  exquisite  in 
their  way.  They  are  the  origin  of  the  style  of  Prior  and  Gay 
in  their  short  fugitive  verses,  and  of  the  songs  in  the  ^  Beggar's 
Opera.'  His  ^Ballad  on  a  Wedding'  is  his  masterpiece,  and  is 
indeed  unrivalled  in  that  class  of  composition,  for  the  voluptuous 
delicacy  of  the  sentiments,  and  the  luxuriant  richness  of  the 
images.  I  wish  I  could  repeat  the  whole,  but  that,  from  the 
change  of  manners,  is  impossible.  The  description  of  the  bridf; 
is  (half  of  it)  as  follows :  the  story  is  supposed  to  be  toli  i>y  one 
countryman  to  another : — 

"  Her  finger  was  so  soudl,  the  ring 
Would  not  stay  on,  which  they  did  hring ; 

It  was  too  wide  a  peck : 
And  to  say  truth  (for  out  it  must) 
It  look'd  like  the  great  collar  (just) 

About  our  young  colt's  neck. 

Her  feet  beneath  her  petticoat, 
Like  little  mice,  stole  in  and  out, 

As  if  they  feared  the  light : 
But  oh !  she  dances  such  a  way  ( 
No  sun  upon  an  Easter-day 

Is  half  so  fine  a  sight. 
•  *  •  «  • 

Her  cheeks  so  rare  a  white  was  on 
Ko  daisy  makes  comparison 

(Who  sees  them  is  undone,) 
For  streaks  of  red  were  mingled  there, 
Such  as  are  on  a  Cath'rine  pear, 

(The  side  that's  neoEt  the  sun.) 
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Her  lips  were  red ;  and  one  was  thin, 
Compar'd  to  tbat  was  next  her  chin; 

(Some  bee  had  stnng  it  newly) 
But  (Dick)  her  eyes  so  guard  her  face, 
I  durst  no  more  upon  them  gaze, 

Than  on  the  sun  in  July. 

Her  month  so  small,  when  she  does  speak, 
Thoud'st  swear  her  teeth  her  words  did  break, 

That  they  might  passage  get; 
But  she  so  handled  still  the  matter. 
They  came  as  good  as  ours,  or  better, 

And  are  not  spent  a  whit." 

There  is  to  me  in  the  whole  of  this  delightful  performance  a 
freshness  and  purity  like  the  first  hreath  of  morning.  Its  sportive 
irony  never  trespasses  on  modesty,  though  it  sometimes  (laugh- 
ing) threatens  to  do  so !  Suckling's  Letters  are  full  of  hahituai 
gaiety  and  good  sense.  His  ^  Discourse  on  Reason  in  Religion' 
is  well  enough  meant  Though  he  exceUed  in  the  conversa- 
tional style  of  poetry,  writing  verse  with  the  freedom  and  readi- 
ness, vivacity  and  unconcern,  with  which  he  would  have  talked 
on  the  most  &miliar  and  sprightly  topics,  his  peculiar  powers 
deserted  him  in  attempting  dramatic  dialogue.  His  comedy  of 
the  'Goblins'  is  equally  defective  in  plot,  wit,  and  nature;  it  is 
a  wretched  list  of  exits  and  cTiiranceSy  and  the  whole  business  of 
the  scene  is  taken  up  in  the  unaccountable  seizure,  and  equally 
unaccountable  escapes,  of  a  number  of  persons  from  a  band  of 
robbers  in  the  shape  of  Groblins,  who  turn  out  to  be  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  in  disguise.  Suckling  was  not  a  Grub  street 
author ;  or  it  might  be  said,  that  this  play  is  like  what  he  might 
have  written  afler  dreaming  all  night  of  duns  and  a  sponging 
house.  His  tragedies  are  no  better :  their  titles  are  the  most  in- 
teresting part  of  them,  'Aglaura.'  * Brennoralt,'  and* The  Sad 
One.' 

Cowley  had  more  brilliancy  of  fancy  and  ingenuity  of  thought 
than  Donne,  with  less  pathos  and  sentiment.  His  mode  of  illustra- 
ting his  ideas  differs  also  from  Donne's  in  this — ^that  whereas 
Donne  is  contented  to  analyse  an  image  into  its  component  ele- 
ments, and  resolve  it  into  its  most  abstracted  species,  Cowley 
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first  does  this,  indeed,  but  does  not  stop  till  he  has  fixed  upon 
some  other  prominent  example  of  the  saifte  general  class  of  ideas, 
and  forced  them  into  a  metaphorical  union,  by  the  medium  of 
the  generic  definition.     Thus  he 


"  The  Phoenix  Pindar  is  a  yast  spedes  alone.*' 

He  means  to  say  that  he  stands  by  himself;  he  is  then  '^  a  vast 
species  alone :"  then  by  applying  to  this  generality  the  principi- 
urn  iftdividtuUionisj  he  becomes  a  PhcBuix,  because  the  Phoenix  is 
the  only  example  of  a  species  contained  in  an  individual  Yet 
this  is  only  a  literal  h>t  metaphysical  coincidence ;  and  literally 
and  metaphysically  speaking,  Pindar  was  not  a  species  by  him- 
self, but  only  seemed  so  by  pre-eminence  or  excellence  ;  that  is, 
from  qualities  of  mind  appealing  to  and  absorbing  the  imagina- 
tion, and  which,  therefore,  ought  to  be  represented  in  poetical 
language  by  some  other  obvious  and  palpable  image,  exhibiting 
the  same  kind  or  degree  of  excellence  in  other  things,  as  when 
Gray  compares  him  to  the  Theban  eagle, 

"  Sailing  with  supreme  dominion 
Through  the  taxae  deep  of  air." 

Again,  he  talks  in  the  Motto,  or  invocation  to  his  Muse,  of 
''marching  the  Muse^s  Hannibal"  into  undiscovered  regions. 
That  is,  he  thinks  first  of  being  a  leader  in  poetry,  and  then  he 
immediately,  by  virtue  of  this  abstraction,  becomes  a  Hannibal; 
though  no  two  things  can  really  be  more  unlike,  in  all  the  asso- 
ciations belonging  to  them,  than  a  leader  of  armies  and  a  leader 
of  the  tuneful  nine.  In  like  manner,  he  compares  Bacon  to  Mo* 
ses ;  for  in  his  verses  extremes  are  sure  to  meet.  The  *  Hymn  to 
Light,'  which  forms  a  perfect  contrast  to  Milton's  '  tivocation  to 
Light,'  in  the  commencement  of  the  third  book  of  '  Paradise 
Lost,'  begins  in  the  following  manner : — 

"  First-born  of  Chaos,  who  so  fair  didst  come 

From  the  old  negro's  darksome  womb ! 

Which,  when  it  saw  the  lovely  child, 
The  melancholy  mass  put  on  kind  looks,  and  smil'd." 

«  •  «  •  * 

And  soon  after*- 

6 
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"  Tis,  I  believe,  this  archery  to  ghow 

That  so  much  cost  in  colours  thou, 

And  skill  in  paintings  dost  bestow, 
Upon  thj  ancient  arms,  the  gaudy  heav'nly  bow. 

Swift  as  light  thoughts  their  empty  career  run, 

Thy  race  is  finished  when  begun ; 

Let  a  post^angel  start  with  thee, 
And  thou  the  goal  of  earth  shalt  reach  as  soon  as  he.'' 

The  conceits  here  are  neither  wit  nor  poetry ;  but  a  burlesque 
upon  both,  made  up  of  a  singular  metaphorical  jargon,  verbal  gen- 
eralities, and  physical  analogies.  Thus  his  calling  Chaos,  or 
Darkness,  "  the  old  negro,"  would  do  for  abuse  or  jest,  but  is  too 
remote  and  degrading  for  serious  poetry,  and  yet  it  is  meant  for 
such.  The  ''  old  negro"  is  at  best  a  nickname,  and  the  smile 
on  its  face  loses  its  beauty  in  such  company.  The  making  out 
the  rainbow  to  be  a  species  of  heraldic  painting,  and  converting 
an  angel  into  a  post-boy,  show  the  same  rage  for  comparison ; 
but  such  comparisons  are  as  odious  as  they  are  unjust  Dr. 
Johnson  has  multiplied  instances  of  the  same  false  ^style  in  its 
various  divisions  and  subdivisions.*  Of  Cowley's  serious  poems, 
the  *  Complaint'  is  the  one  I  hke  the  best;  and  some  of  his 
translations  in  the  Essays,  as  those  on  'Liberty'  and  'Retire- 
ment,' are  exceedingly  good.  The  Odes  to  Vandyke,  to  they 
Royal  Society,  to  Hobbes,  and  to  the  latter  Brutus,  beginning 
"  Excellent  Brutus,"  are  all  full  of  ingenious  and  high  thoughts, 
impaired  by  a  load  of  ornament  and  quaint  disguises.  The 
'  Chronicle,  or  List  of  his  Mistresses,'  is  the  best  of  his  original 
lighter  pieces ;  but  the  best  of  his  poems  are  the  translations 
from  Anacreon,  which  remain,  and  are  likely  to  remain,  unri- 
valled. The  spirit  of  wine  and  joy  circulates  in  them;  and 
though  they  are  lengthened  out  beyond  the  originals,  it  is  by 
fresh  impulses  of  an  eager  and  inexhaustible  feeling  of  delight. 
Here  are  some  of  them : — 

*  See  his  Lives  of  the  British  Poets,  Vol.  L 
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DRINEINO. 

*<  The  thirsty  earth  soaks  up  the  rain, 
And  drinks,  and  gapes  for  drink  agun. 
The  plants  suck  in  the  earth,  and  are 
With  constant  drinking  fresh  and  fair. 
The  sea  itself,  which  one  would  think 
Should  have  but  little  need  of  drink, 
Drinks  twice  ten  thousand  rivers  up, 
So  fill'd  that  they  o'erflow  the  cup. 
The  busy  sun  (and  one  would  guess 
By 's  drunken  fiery  &ce  no  less) 
Drinks  up  the  sea,  and,  when  he 's  done. 
The  moon  and  stan  ibrinluqp  the  sun. 
They  drink  and  dance  by  their  own  light, 
They  drink  and  revel  aU  the  night. 
Nothing  in  nature's  sober  found, 
But  an  eternal  health  goes  round. 
Fill  up  the  bowl  then,  £0  it  high, 
Fill  all  the  glasses  there ;  for  why 
Should  every  creature  drink  but  I ; 
Why,  man  ofmorals,  tell  nM^  whyl" 

This  is  a  classical  intoxication ;  and  the  poet's  imagination,  gidd  j 
with  fancied  joys,  communicates  its  spirit  and  its  motion  to  ina- 
nimate things,  and  makes  all  nature  reel  round  with  it.  It  is 
not  easy  to  decide  between  these  choice  pieces,  which  may  be 
reckoned  among  the  delights  of  human  kind;  but  that  to  the 
Grasshopper  is  one  of  the  happiest  as  well  as  most  serious : — 

"  Happy  insect,  what  can  be 
In  happiness  compared  to  thee  1 
Fed  with  nourishment  divine, 
The  dewy  morning's  gentle  wine! 
Nature  waits  upon  thee  still, 
And  thy  verdant  cup  does  fill ; 
Tis  filled  wherever  thou  dost  tread, 
Nature's  self  thy  Ghuiymede. 

Thou  dost  drink,  and  dance,  and  sing; 
Happier  than  the  happiest  king ! 
All  the  fields  which  thou  dost  see^ 
All  the  plants,  belong  to  thee ; 
All  that  summer-hours  produce, 
Fertile  notde  with  early  juice. 
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Man  for  thee  does  sow  and  plough, 

Farmer  he,  and  landlord  thou ! 

Thou  doet  innocentlji  joy ; 

Nor  does  thy  luxury  destroy ; 

The  shepherd  gladly  heareth  thee, 

More  harmonious  than  he. 

Thee  country  hinds  with  gladness  hear. 

Prophet  of  the  ripen'd  year  I 

Thee  Phoebus  loves,  and  does  inspire ; 

Phoebus  is  himself  thy  mre. 

To  thee,  of  all  things  upon  earth, 
Life  is  no  longer  than  thy  mirth. 
Happy  insect,  happy  thou ! 
Dost  neither  a^e  nor  winter  know ; 
But,  when  thou'st  drunk,  and  danc'd,  and  sung 
Thy  fill  the  fioweiy  leaves  among, 
(Voluptuous  and  wise  withal, 
-     Epicurean  animal !) 

Sated  with  thy  summer  feast, 
Thou  retir'st  to  endless  rest'' 

Cowley's  Essays  are  among  the  most  agreeable  prose  corapo- 
■itions  in  our  language,  being  equally  recommended  by  sense, 
wit,  learning,  and  interesting  personal  history,  and  written  in  a 
gtyle  quite  free  from  the  faults  of  his  poetry.  It  is  a  pity  that  he 
did  not  cultivate  his  talent  for  prose  more,  and  write  less  in  Terse, 
ibr  he  was  clearly  a  man  of  more  reflection  than  imagination. 
The  Essays  on  Agriculture,  on  Liberty,  on  Solitude,  and  on 
Greatness,  are  all  of  them  delightful.  From  the  last  I  may  give 
his  account  of  Senecio  as  an  addition  to  the  instances  of  the  ludi- 
crous, which  I  have  attempted  to  enumerate  in  the  introductory 
Lecture ;  whose  ridiculous  affectation  of  grandeur  Seneca  the 
elder  (he  tells  us)  describes  to  this  effect :  '<  Senecio  was  a  man 
of  a  turbid  and  confused  wit,  who  could  not  endure  to  speak  any 
bu^  mighty  words  and  sentences,  till  this  humour  grew  at  last 
into  so  notorious  a  habit,  or  rather  disease,  as  became  the  sport 
of  the  whole  town :  he  would  have  no  servants,  but  huge,  massy 
fellows ;  no  plate  or  household  stuff,  but  thrice  as  big  as  the 
&Bhion :  you  may  believe  me,  for  I  speak  it  without  raillery,  his 
extravagancy  came  at  last  into  such  a  madness,  that  he  would 
not  put  on  a  pair  at  shoes^  each  of  which  was  not  big  enough 
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for  both  his  feet ;  he  would  eat  nothing  but  what  was  great,  nor 
touch  any  fruit  but  horse-plums  and  pound-pears ;  he  kept  a 
mistress  that  was  a  very  giantess,  and  made  her  walk  too  always 
in  chiopins,  till  at  last  he  got  the  surname  of  Senecio  Qrandio.* 
This  was  certainly  the  most  absurd  person  we  read  of  in  anti- 
quity. Cowley's  character  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  which  is  intended 
as  a  satire  (though  it  certainly  produces  a  very  different  impres- 
sion on  the  mind,)  may  vie  for  truth  of  outline  and  force  of 
colouring  with  the  masterpieces  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  histo- 
rians. It  may  serve  as  a  contrast  to  the  last  extract  "  What 
can  be  more  extraordinary  than  that  a  person  of  mean  birfh^ 
no  fortune,  no  eminent  qualities  of  body,  which  have  sometimea; 
or  of  mind,  which  have  oflen,  raised  men  to  the  highest  digni- 
ties, should  have  the  courage  to  attempt,  and  the  happiness  to 
succeed  in,  so  improbable  a  design  as  the  destruction  of  one  of 
the  most  ancient  and  most  solidly-founded  monarchies  upon  tha 
earth?  That  he  should  have  the  power  or  boldness  to  put  hk 
prince  and  master  to  an  open  and  infamous  death ;  to  banii^ 
that  numerous  and  strongly-allied  family ;  to  do  all  this  under 
the  name  and  wages  of  a  parliament ;  to  trample  upon  them  too 
as  he  pleased,  and  spurn  them  out  of  doors  when  he  grew  weary 
of  them ;  to  raise  up  a  new  aiid  unheard-of-monster  out  of  their 
ashes ;  to  stifle  that  in  the  very  infancy,  and  set  up  himself  abov« 
all  things  that  ever  were  called  sovereign  in  England ;  to  op- 
press all  his  enemies  by  arras,  and  all  his  friends  afterwards  by 
artifice ;  to  serve  all  parties  patiently  for  a  while,  and  to  com- 
mand them  victoriously  at  last ;  to  over-run  each  corner  of  the 
three  nations,  and  overcome  with  equal  facility  both  the  riche* 
of  the  south  and  the  poverty  of  the  north ;  to  be  feared  and 
courted  by  all  foreign  princes,  and  adopted  a  brother  to  the  goda 
of  the  earth ;  to  call  together  Parliaments  with  a  word  of  hit 
pen,  and  scatter  them  again  with  the  breath  of  his  mouth ;  to 
be  humbly  and  daily  petitioned  that  he  would  please  to  be  hired^ 
at  the  rate  of  two  millions  a  year,  to  be  the  master  of  those  who 
had  hired  him  before  to  be  their  servant ;  to  have  the  estates 
and  lives  of  three  kingdoms  as  much  at  his  disposal  as  was  the 
little  inheritance  of  his  father,  and  to  be  as  noble  and  liberal  in 
the  spending  of  them ;  and  lastly  (for  there  is  no  end  of  all  the 
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particulars  of  his  glory,)  to  bequeath  all  this  with  one  word  to 
his  posterity ;  to  die  with  peace  at  home,  and  triumph  abroad ; 
to  be  buried  among  kings,  and  with  more  than  regal  solemnity ; 
and  to  leave  a  name  behind  him,  not  to  be  extinguished,  but 
with  the  whole  world ;  which,  as  it  is  now  too  little  for  his 
praises,  so  might  hare  been  too  for  his  conquests,  if  the  ^ort 
line  of  his  human  life  could  have  been  stretched  out  to  the  extent 
of  his  immortal  designs?" 

Cowley  has  left  one  comedy,  called '  Cutter  of  Coleman  Street,' 
which  met  with  an  unfavourable  reception  at  the  time,  and  is 
Qow  (not  undeservedly)  forgotten.  It  contains,  however,  one 
good  scene,  which  is  rich  both  in  fancy  and  humour,  that  be- 
tween the  puritanical  bride,  Tabitha,  and  her  ranting  royalist 
husband.  It  is  said  that  this  play  was  originally  composed,  and 
afterwards  revived,  as  a  satire  upon  the  Presbyterian  party ;  yet 
it  was  resented  by  the  court  party  as  a  satire  upon  itself.  A  man 
must,  indeed,  be  sufficiently  blind  with  party-prejudice,  to  have 
considered  this  as  a  compliment  to  his  own  side  of  the  question. 
"  Call  you  this  backing  of  your  friends?"  The  cavaliers  are  in 
this  piece  represented  as  reduced  to  the  lowest  shifts  in  point  of 
fortune,  and  sunk  still  lower  in  point  of  principle. 

The  greatest  single  production  of  wit  of  this  period,  I  might 
say  of  this  country,  is  Butler's  '  Hudibras.'  It  contains  speci- 
mens of  every  variety  of  drollery  and  satire,  and  those  specimens 
crowded  together  into  almost  every  page.  The  proof  of  this  is, 
that  nearly  one  half  of  his  lines  are  got  by  heart,  and  quoted  for 
mottos.  In  giving  instances  of  different  sorts  of  wit,  or  tryii^ 
to  recollect  good  things  of  this  kind,  they  are  the  first  which  stand 
ready  in  the  memory ;  and  they  are  those  which  furnish  the 
best  tests  and  most  striking  illustrations  of  what  we  want.  Dr. 
Campbell,  in  his '  Philosophy  of  Rhetoric,'  when  treating  of  the 
subject  of  wit,  which  he  has  done  very  neatly  and  sensibly,  has 
constant  recourse  to  two  authors.  Pope  and  Butler,  the  one  for 
ornament,  the  other  more  for  use.  Butler  is  equally  in  the 
hands  of  the  learned  and  the  vulgar,  for  the  sense  is  generally 
as  solid  as  the  images  are  amusing  and  grotesque.  Whigs  and 
Tories  join  in  his  praise.    He  could  not,  in  spite  of  himself, 
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"  narrow  his  mind, 
And  to  party  give  up  what  was  meant  for  mankind." 

Though  his  subject  was  local  and  temporary,  his  fame  was  not 
circumscribed  within  his  own  age.  He  was  admired  by  Charles 
IL  and  has  been  rewarded  by  posterity.  It  is  the  poet's  fate ! 
It  is  not,  perhaps,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  arbitrary  and  worth- 
less monarchs  like  Charles  II.  should  neglect  those  who  pay 
court  to  them.  The  idol  (if  it  had  sense)  would  despise  its  wor- 
shippers. Indeed,  Butler  hardly  merited  anything  on  the  score 
of  loyalty  to  the  house  of  Stuart.  True  wit  is  not  a  parasite 
plant  The  strokes  which  it  aims  at  folly  and  knavery  on  one 
side  of  a  question,  tell  equally  home  on  the  other.  Dr.  Zachary 
Grey,  who  added  notes  to  the  poem,  and  abused  the  leaders  of 
Cromwell's  party  by  name,  would  be  more  likely  to  have  gained 
a  pension  for  his  services  than  Butler,  who  was  above  such  petty 
work.  A  poem  like  '  Hudibras '  could  not  be  made  to  order  of  a 
cowrt.  Charles  might  very  well  have  reproached  the  author 
with  wanting  to  show  his  own  wit  and  sense  rather  than  to  fa- 
vour a  tottering  cause  ;  and  he  has  even  been  suspected,  in  parts 
of  his  poem,  of  glancing  at  majesty  itself  He  in  general  ridi- 
cules not  persons,  but  things,  not  a  party,  but  their  principles, 
which  may  belong,  as  time  and  occasion  serve,  to  one  set  of 
solemn  pretenders  or  another.  This  he  has  done  most  effectu- 
ally, in  every  possible  way,  and  from  every  possible  source, 
learned  or  unlearned.  He  has  exhausted  the  moods  and  figures 
of  satire  and  sophistry.*  It  would  be  possible  to  deduce  the  dif- 
ferent forms  of  syllogism  in  Aristotle,  from  the  different  viola- 
tions or  mock-imitations  of  them  in  Butler.  He  fulfils  every  one 
of  Barrow's  conditions  of  wit,  which  I  have  enumerated  in  the 
first  Lecture.     He  makes  you  laugh  or  smile  by  comparing  the 

*  "  And  haye  not  two  saints  power  to  use 
A  greater  privilege  than  three  Jews  1 

«  «  »  « 

H«  voice  the  music  of  the  spheres, 
80  loud  it  deafens  mortals'  ears. 
As  wise  philosophers  have  thought 
And  that's  the  cause  we  hear  it  not." 
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high  to  the  low,*  or  by  pretending  to  raise  the  low  to  the  lofty  ;t 
he  succeeds  equally  in  the  familiarity  of  his  illustrations^  or 
their  incredible  extravagance,^  by  comparing  things  that  are 
alike  or  not  alike.  He  surprises  equally  by  his  coincidences  or 
contradictions,  by  spinning  out  a  long-winded  flimsy  excuse,  or 
by  turning  short  upon  you  with  the  point-blank  truth.  His 
rhymes  are  as  witty  as  his  reasons,  equally  remote  from  what 
common  custom  would  suggest  ;||  and  he  startles  you  sometimes 

*  "  No  Indian  prince  has  to  his  palace 

More  followers  than  a  thief  to  the  gallows." 

t  "  And  in  his  nose,  like  Indian  king, 
He  (Bruin)  wore  for  ornament  a  ring." 

t  "  Whose  noise  whets  valour  sharp,  like  beer 
By  thunder  turned  to  vinegar." 

I  '*  Replete  with  strange  hermetic  powder. 

That  wounds  nine  miles  point-blank  would  solder." 

«  «  «  • 

His  tawny  beard  was  th'  equal  grace 
Both  of  his  wisdom  and  his  ntce ; 
In  cut  and  die  so  like  a  tile, 
A  sudden  view  it  would  beguile : 
The  upper  part  thereof  was  whey. 
The  nether  orange  mixed  with  gray. 
This  hairy  meteor  did  denounce 
The  fall  of  sceptres  and  of  crowns; 
With  grisly  type  did  represent 
Declining  age  of  government; 
And  tell  with  hieroglyphic  spade 
Its  own  grave  and  the  state's  were  made. 
*  «  •  « 

This  sword  a  dagger  had  hiitf  page, 
That  was  but  little  for  his  age ; 
And  therefore  waited  on  him  so, 
As  dwarfs  upon  knight  errants  do. 

I  '*  And  straight  another  with  his  flambeaa 
Gave  Ralpho  o'er  the  eyes  a  damn'd  blow. 

«  «  «  « 

That  deals  in  destiny's  dark  counseb, 
And  sage  opinions  of  the  moon  sells." 
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by  an  empty  sound  like  a  blow  upon  a  drum-head,*  by  a  pun 
upon  one  word,t  and  by  splitting  another  in  two  at  the  end  of  a 
verse,  with  the  same  alertness  and  power  over  the  odd  and  un- 
accountable in  the  combinations  of  sounds  as  of  images.^ 

There  are  as  many  shrewd  aphorisms  in  his  works,  clenched 
by  as  many  quaint  and  individual  allusions,  as  perhaps  in  any 
author  whatever.  He  makes  none  but  palpable  hits,  that  may 
be  said  to  give  one's  understanding  a  rap  on  the  knuckles.^  He 
is,  indeed,  sometimes  too  prolific,  and  spins  his  antithetical  sen- 
tences out,  one  after  another,  till  the  reader,  not  the  author,  is 
wearied.  He  is,  however,  very  seldom  guilty  of  repetitions,  or 
wordy  paraphrases  of  himself;  but  he  sometimes  comes  rather 
too  near  it,  and  interrupts  the  thread  of  his  argument  (for  narra- 
tive he  has  none)  by  a  tissue  of  epigrams,  and  the  tagging  of 
points  and  conundrums  without  end.  The  fault,  or  original  sin 
of  his  genius,  is,  that  from  too  much  leaven  it  ferments  and  runs 
over;  and  there  is,  unfortunately,  nothing  in  his  subject  to 
restrain  and  keep  it  within  compass.  He  has  no  story  good  for 
anything,  and  his  characters  are  good  for  very  little.  They  are 
too  low  and  mechanical,  or  too  much  one  thing,  personifications, 
as  it  were,  of  nicknames,  and  bugbears  of  popular  prejudice  and 
vulgar  cant,  unredeemed  by  any  virtue,  or  difference  or  variety 
of  disposition.  There  is  no  relaxation  or  shifting  of  the  parts ; 
and  the  impression  in  some  degree  fails  of  its  effect,  and  becomes 
questionable  from  its  being  always  the  same.     The  satire  looks^ 

♦  "  The  mighty  Tottipottimoy 
Sent  to  our  elders  an  envoy." 

t  "  For  Hebrew  rootSf  although  they  are  found 
To  flourish  most  in  barren  ground." 

}  **  Those  wholesale  critics  that  in  coffee- 
Houses  cry  down  all  philosophy." 

S  "  This  we  among  ourselves  may  speak, 
But  to  the  wicked  or  the  weak, 
We  niust  be  cautious  to  declare 
Perfection-trttths,  such  as  these  are." 
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at  length,  almost  like  special  pleading ;  it  has  nothing  to  confirm 
it  in  the  apparent  good  humour  or  impartiality  of  the  writer.  It 
is  something  revolting  to  see  an  author  persecute  his  characters, 
the  cherished  offspring  of  his  brain,  in  this  manner,  without 
mercy.  Hudibras  and  Ralpho  have  immortalised  Butler ;  and 
what  has  he  done  for  them  in  return,  but  set  them  up  to  be 
"  pilloried  on  infamy's  high  and  lasting  stage  ?"  This  is  un- 
grateful ! 

The  rest  of  the  characters  have,  in  general,  little  more  than 
their  names  and  professions  to  distinguish  them.  We  scarcely 
know  one  from  another,  Cerdon,  or  Orsin,  or  Crowdero,  and  are 
often  obliged  to  turn  back,  to  connect  their  several  adventures  to- 
gether. In  fact,  Butler  drives  only  at  a  sect  of  obnoxious  opinions, 
and  runs  into  general  declamations.  His  poem  in  its  essence  is 
a  satire,  or  didactic  poem.  It  is  not  virtually  dramatic  or  narra- 
tive. It  is  composed  of  digressions  by  the  author.  He  instantly 
breaks  off  in  the  middle  of  a  story,  or  incident,  to  comment  upon 
and  turn  it  into  ridicule.  He  does  not  give  characters  but  topics, 
which  would  do  just  as  well  in  his  own  mouth  without  agents, 
or  machinery  of  any  kind.  The  long  digression  in  Part  III.,  in 
which  no  mei^on  is  made  of  the  hero,  is  just  as  good  and  as 
much  an  integrant  part  of  the  poem  as  the  rest.  The  conclusion 
is  lame  and  impotent,  but  that  is  saying  nothmg ;  the  beginning 
and  middle  are  equally  so  as  to  historical  merit  There  is  no 
keeping  in  his  characters,  as  in  Don  Ctuixote ;  nor  any  enjoy- 
ment of  the  ludicrousness  of  their  situations,  as  in  Hogarth.  In- 
deed, it  requires  a  considerable  degree  of  sympathy  to  enter  into 
and  describe  to  the  life  even  the  ludicrous  eccentricities  of  others, 
and  there  is  no  appearance  of  sympathy  or  liking  to  his  subject 
in  Butler.  His  humour  is  to  his  wit,  '^  as  one  grain  of  wheat  in 
a  bushel  of  chaff:  you  shall  search  all  day,  and  when  you  find 
it,  it  is  not  worth  the  trouble."  Yet  there  are  exceptions.  The 
most  decisive  is,  I  think,  the  description  of  the  battle  between 
Bruin  and  his  foes.  Part  L,  Canto  iii.,  and  again  of  the  triumphal 
procession  in  Part  II.,  Canto  ii.,  of  which  the  principal  features 
are  copied  in  Hogarth's  election  print,  the  Chairing  of  the  Suc- 
cessful Candidate.     The  account  of  Sidiophel  and  Whackum  is 
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another  instance,  and  there  are  some  few  others,  but  rarely 
sprinkled  up  and  down.* 

*  The  following  are  nearly  all  I  can  remember:— 

"  Thnsstopp'd  their  fuiy  and  the  basting 
Which  towards  Hudibras  was  hasting.'' 

It  is  said  of  the  bear,  in  the  fight  with  the  dogs— 
"  And  setting  his  right  foot  before, 
He  raised  himself  to  show  how  tall 
His  person  was  above  them  all. 

*  *  *  * 

At  this  the  knight  grew  high  in  chafe, 
And  staring  furiously  on  Ralph, 
He  trembled  and  look'd  pale  with  ire, 
Like  ashes  first,  then  red  as  fire. 

*  *  *  « 

The  knight  himself  did  after  ride, 
Leading  Crowdero  by  his  side, 
And  tow'd  him  if  he  lagged  behind. 
Like  boat  against  the  tide  and  wind.'' 
«     -  *  «  * 

"  And  raised  upon  his  desperate  foot. 
On  stirrup-side  he  gazed  about 

*  *  *  « 

And  Hudibras,  who  used  to  ponder 
On  such  sights  with  judicious  wonder." 

The  beginnmg  of  the  account  of  the  procession  in  Part  IL  is  as  follows  :•— 
*^  Both  thought  it  was  the  wisest  course 
To  wave  the  fight  and  mount  to  horse, 
And  to  secure,  by  swifl  retreating. 
Themselves  from  danger  of  worse  beating: 
Yet  neither  of  them  would  disparage 
By  uttering  of  his  mind  his  courage. 
Which  made  'em  stoutly  keep  their  ground, 
With  horror  and  disdain  wind-bound. 
And  now  the  cause  of  all  their  fear 
By  slow  degrees  approached  so  near. 
They  might  distinguish  different  noise 
Of  horns  and  pans,  and  dogs  and  boys, 
And  kettle<lrums,  whose  sullen  dub 
Sounds  like  the  hooping  of  a  tub." 
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The  widow,  the  termagant  heroine  of  the  poem,  is  still 
more  disagreeable  than  her  lover :  and  her  sarcastic  account  of 
the  passion  of-  love,  as  consisting  entirely  in  an  attachment  to 
land  and  houses,  goods  and»chattels,  which  is  enforced  with  all 
the  rhetoric  the  author  is  master  of,  and  hunted  down  through 
endless  similes,  is  evidently  false.  The  vulgarity  and  meanness 
of  sentiment  which  Butler  complains  of  in  the  Presbyterians, 
seems  at  last,  from  long  familiarity  and  close  contemplation,  to 
have  tainted  his  own  mind.  Their  worst  vices  appear  to  have 
taken  root  in  his  imagination.  Nothing  but  what  was  selfish 
and  groveling  sunk  into  his  memory,  in  the  depression  of  a 
menial  situation  under  his  supposed  hero.  He  has,  indeed,  car- 
ried his  private  grudge  too  far  into  his  general  speculations. 
He  even  makes  out  the  rebels  to  be  cowards  and  well  beaten, 
which  does  not  accord  with  the  history  of  the  times.  In  an 
excess-of  zeal  for  church  and  state,  he  is  too  much  disposed  to 
treat  religion  as  a  cheat  and  liberty  as  a  farce.  It  was  the  cant 
of  that  day  (from  which  he  is  not  free)  to  cry  down  sanctity  and 
sobriety  as  marks  of  disaffection,  as  it  is  the  cant  of  this  to  hold 
them  up  as  proofs  of  loyalty  and  staunch  monarchical  principles. 
Religion  and  morality  are,  in  either  case,  equally  subservient  to 
the  spirit  of  party,  and  a  stalking-horse  to  the  love  of  power. 
Finally,  there  is  a  want  of  pathos  and  humour,  but  no  want  of 
interest  in  Hudibras.  It  is  difficult  to  lay  it  down.  One  thought 
is  inserted  into  anothe.r ;  the  links  in  the  chain  of  reasoning  are 
so  closely  rivetted,  that  the  attention  seldom  flags,  but  is  kept 
alive  (without  any  other  assistance)  by  the  mere  force  of  writing. 
There  are  occasional  indications  of  poetical  fancy,  and  an  eye 
for  natural  beauty ;  but  these  are  kept  under  or  soon  discarded, 
judiciously  enough,  but  it  should  seem,  not  for  lack  of  power, 
for  they  are  certainly  as  masterly  as  they  are  rare.  Such  is  the 
burlesque  description  of  the  stocks,  or  allegorical  prison,  in  which 
first  Crowdero  and  then  Hudibras  are  confined:  the  passage 
beginning — 

"  As  when  an  owl  that's  in  a  bam, 
Sees  a  mouse  creeping  in  the  com, 
Sits  still  and  shuts  his  round  blue  (^es, 
As  if  he  slept,"  &c. 
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And  the  description  of  the  moon  going  down  in  the  early  morn- 
ing, which  is  as  pure,  original,  and  picturesque  as  possible : — 

"  The  queen  of  night,  whose  large  comnumd 
Rules  all  the  sea  and  half  the  land, 
And  over  moist  and  crazy  brains 
In  high  spring-tides  at  midnight  reigns, 
Was  now  declining  to  the  west, 
To  go  to  bed  and  take  her  rest." 

Butler  is  sometimes  scholastic,  but  he  makes  his  learning  tell 
to  good  account ;  and  for  the  purposes  of  burlesque,  nothing  can 
be  better  fitted  than  the  scholastic  style. 

Butler's  '  Remains'  are  nearly  as  good  and  full  of  sterling 
genius  as  his  principal  poem.  Take  the  following  ridicule  of 
the  plan  of.  the  Greek  tragedies  as  an  instance : 

"  Reduce  all  tragedy,  by  rules  of  art,         • 
Back  to  its  ancient  theatre,  a  cart, 
And  make  them  henceforth  keep  the  beaten  roads 
Of  reverend  choruses  and  episodes ; 
Reform  and  regulate  a  puppet-play, 
According  to  the  true  and  ancient  way ; 
That  not  an  actor  shall  presume  to  squeak 
Unless  he  have  a  licence  for  't  in  Greek ; 
Nor  devil  in  the  puppet-play  be  allowed 
To  roar  and  spit  fire,  but  to  fright  the  crowd, 
Unless  some  god  or  demon  chance  to  have  piques 
Against  an  ancient  family  of  Greeks; 
That  other  men  may  tremble  and  take  warning 
Now  such  a  fatal  progeny  they're  born  in ; 
For  none  but  such  for  tragedy  are  fitted 
That  have  been  ruined  only  to  be  pitied ; 
And  only  those  held  proper  to  deter 
Who  have  th'  ill  luck  against  their  vnlls  to  err; 
Whence  only  such  as  are  of  middling  sizes, 
Betwixt  morality  and  venial  vices. 
Are  qualified  to  be  destroyed  by  fate. 
For  other  mortals  to  take  warning  at." 

Upon  Critics. 

His  ridicule  of  Milton's  Latin  style  is  equally  severe,  but  not  so 
well  founded. 
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I  have  only  to  add  a  few  words  respecting  the  dramatic  writers 
about  this  time,  before  we  arrive  at  the  golden  period  of  our 
comedy.  Those  of  Etherege*  are  good  for  nothing,  except 
*  The  Man  of  Mode,*  or  *  Sir  Fopling  Flutter,'  which  is,  I  think, 
a  more  exquisite  and  airy  picture  of  the  manners  of  that  age 
than  any  other  extant.  Sir  Fopling  himself  is  an  inimitable 
coxcomb,  but  pleasant  withal.  He  is  a  suit  of  clothes  personified. 
Dorimant  (supposed  to  be  Lord  Rochester)  is  the  genius  of  grace, 
gallantry,  and  gaiety.  The  women  in  this  courtly  play  have 
very  much  the  look  and  air  (but  something  more  demure  and 
significant)  of  Sir  Peter  Lely's  beauties.  Harriet,  the  mistress 
of  Dorimant,  who  "  tames  his  wild  heart  to  her  loving  hand," 
is  the  flower  of  the  piece.  Her  natural,  untutored  grace  and 
spirit,  her  meeting  with  Dorimant  in  the  Park,  bowing  and 
mimicking  him,  ajid  the  luxuriant  description  which  is  given  of 
her  fine  person,  altogether  form  one  of  the  chefs-d^csuvre  of  dra- 
matic painting.  I  should  think  this  comedy  would  bear  revi- 
ving; and  if  Mr.  Listen  were  to  play  Sir  Fopling,  the  part 
would  shine  out  with  double  lustre,  ^^  like  the  morn  risen  on 
mid-noon."  Dryden's  comedies  have  all  the  point  that  there  is 
in  ribaldry,  and  all  the  humour  that  there  is  in  extravagance. 
I  am  sorry  I  can  say  nothing  better  of  them.  He  was  not  at 
home  in  this  kind  of  writing,  of  which  he  was  himself  conscious. 
His  play  was  horse-flay.  His  wit  (what  there  is  of  it)  is  ingen- 
ious and  scholar-like,  rather  than  natural  and  dramatic.  Thus 
Burr,  in  the  '  Wild  Gallant,'  says  to  Failei",  "  She  shall  sooner 
cut  an  atom  than  part  us."  His  plots  are  pure  voluntaries  in 
absurdity,  that  bend  and  shift  to  his  purpose  without  any  previ- 
ous notice  or  reason,  and  are  governed  by  final  causes.  '  Sir 
Martin  Marall,'  which  was  taken  from  the  Duchess  of  New- 
castle, is  the  best  of  his  plays,  and  the  origin  of  the  ^  Busy  Body.' 
Otway's  comedies  do  no  sort  of  credit  to  him :  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  as  desperate  as  his  fortunes.  The  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham's famous  *  Rehearsal,'  which  has  made,  and  deservedly,  so 
much  noise  in  the  world,  is  in  a  great  measure  taken  from 
Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  *  Knight  of  the  Burning  Pestle,'  which 

•  *  Love  in  a  Tab,'  and  '  She  Wonld  if  She  Could.' 
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was  written  in  ridicule  of  the  London  apprentices  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  who  had  a  great  hand  in  the  critical  decisions  of 
that  age.  There  were  other  dramatic  writers  of  this  period, 
noble  and  plebeian.  I  shall  only  mention  one  other  piece,  the 
*  Committee,'  I  believe  by  Sir  Robert  Howard,  which  has  of  late 
been  cut  down  into  the  farce  called  '  Honest  Thieves,'  and  which 
I  remember  reading  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  many  years 
ago. 

One  cause  of  the  difference  between  the  immediate  reception 
and  lasting  success  of  dramatic  works  at  this  period  may  be,  that 
after  the  court  took  the  play-houses  under  its  particular  protect 
tion,  everything  became  very  much  an  affair  of  private  patronage. 
If  an  author  could  get  a  learned  lord  or  a  countess<lowager  to 
bespeak  a  box  at  his  play,  and  applaud  the  doubtful  passages, 
he  considered  his  business  as  done.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
was  a  reciprocity  between  men  of  letters  ^nd  their  patrons; 
critics  were  '^  mitigated  into  courtiers,  and  submitted,"  as  Mr. 
Burke  has  it,  '^  to  the  soft  collar  of  social  esteem,"  in  pronouncing 
sentence  on  the  works  of  lords  and  ladies.  How  ridiculous  this 
seems  now !  What  a  hubbub  it  would  create  if  it  were  known 
that  a  particular  person  of  fashion  and  title  had  taken  a  front 
box  in  order  to  decide  on  the  fate  of  a  first  play  I  How  the 
newspaper  critics  would  laugh  in  their  sleeves  1  How  the  pub- 
lic would  sneer  I  But  at  this  time  there  was  no  public.  I  will 
not  say,  therefore,  that  these  times  are  better  than  those ;  but 
they  are  better,  I  think,  in  this  respect.  An  author  now-a-days 
no  longer  hangs  dangling  on  the  frown  of  a  lord,  or  the  smile  of 
a  lady  of  quality  (the  one  governed  perhaps  by  his  valet,  and 
the  other  by  her  waiting-maid,)  but  throws  himself  boldly, 
making  a  lover's  leap  of  it,  into  the  broad  lap  of  public  opinion, 
on  which  he  falls  like  a  feather-bed ;  and  wl^ch,  like  the  great 
bed  of  Ware,  is  wide  enough  to  hold  us  ail  very  comfortably  i 
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LECTURE  IV.      • 

On  Wycherley,  Congreve,  Vanbragh,  and  Faiqnhar. 

Comedy  is  a  "  graceful  .ornament  to  the  civil  order ;  the  Corin- 
thian capital  of  polished  society."  like  the  mirrors  which  have 
heen  added  to  the  sides  of  one  of  our  theatres,  it  reflects  the  im- 
ages of  grace,  of  gaiety,  and  pleasure  douhle,  and  completes  the 
perspective  of  human  life.  To  read  a  gpod  comedy  is  to  keep 
the  hest  company  in  the  world,  where  the  hest  things  are  said,' 
and  the  most  amusing  happen.  The  wittiest  remarks  are  al- 
ways ready  on  the  tongue,  and  the  luckiest  occasions  are  always 
•t.hand  to  give  hirth  to  the  happiest  conceptions.  Sense  makes 
strange  havoc  of  nonsense.  Refinement  acts  as  a  foil  to  affecta- 
tion, and  affectation  to  ignorance.  Sentence  after  sentence  tells. 
We  don't  know  which  to  admire  most,  the  ohservation  or  the 
aiiswer  to  it.  We  would  give  our  fingers  to  be  able  to  talk  so 
ourselves,  or  to  hear  others  talk  so.  In  turning  over  the  pages 
of  the  best  comedies,  we  are  almost  transported  to  another  world, 
and  escape  from  this  dull  age  to  one  that  was  all  life,  and  whim, 
and  mirth,  and  humour.  The  curtain  rises,  and  a  gayer  scene 
presents  itself,  as  on  the  canvass  of  Watteau.  We  are  admitted 
behind  the  scenes  like  spectators  at  court,  on  a  levee  or  birth- 
day ;  but  it  is  the  court,  the  gala  day  of  wit  and  pleasure,  of 
gallantry  and  Charles  II. !  What  an  air  breathes  from  the  name  t 
what  a  rustling  of  jsilks  and  waving  of  plumes !  what  a  sparkling 
of  diamond  ear-rings  and  shoe-buckles  I  What  bright  eyes,  (ah, 
those  were  Waller's  Sacharissa's  as  she  passed !)  what  killing 
looks  and  graceful  motions !  How  the  faces  of  the  whole  ring 
are  dressed  in  smiles !  how  the  repartee  goes  round !  how  wit 
and  folly,  elegance  and  awkward  imitation  of  it,  set  one  another 
off !  Happy,  thoughtless  age,  when  king  and  nobles  led  purely 
ornamental  lives  \  when  the  utmost  stretch  of  a  morning's  study- 
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went  no  farther  than  the  choice  of  a  sword-knot,  or  the  adjust- 
ment  oi  a  side^uxl ;  when  the  soul  spoke  oat  in  all  the  pleasing 
eloquence  of  dress ;  and  beaux  and  be^es,  etiamoured  of  them- 
selves in  one  another's  follies,  fluttered  like  ^Ided  butterflies,  in 
giddy  mazes,  through  the. walks  of  St.  James's  Park  I 
*  The  four  principal  writers  of  this  style  of  comedy  (which  I 
think  the  best)  are  undoubtedly  Wycherley,  Congreve,  Van- 
brugh,  and  Farquhar.  The  dawn  was  in  Etherege,  as  its  latest 
close  was  in  Sheridan. — It  is  hard  to  say  which  of  these  four  is 
best,  or  in  what  each  of  them  excels,  they  had  so  many  and  such 
great  excellences. 

Congreve  is  th£  most  distinct  from  the  others,  and  the  most 
easly  defined,  both  from  what  he  possessed,  and  from  what  he 
wanted.  He  had  by  far  the  most  wit  and  elegance,  with  less 
of  other  things,  of  humour,  character,  inqident,  &c.  His  style 
is  inimitable,  nay  perfect.  It  is  the  highest  model  of  comic  dia* 
logue.  Every  sentence  is  replete  with  sense  and  satire,  conveyed 
in  the  most  polished  and  pointed  terms.  Every  page  present»ii 
shower  of  brilliant  conceits,  is  a  tissue  of  epigrams  in  prose,  is  a 
new  triumph  of  wit,  a  new  conquest  over  dulness.  The  fire  of 
artful  raillery  is  nowhere  else  so  well  kept  up.  This  style', 
which  he  was  almost  the  first  to  introduce,  and  which  he  carried 
to  the  utmost  pitch  of  classical  refinement,  reminds  one  exactly 
of  Collins's  description  of  wit  as  opposed  to  humour, 

"  Whose  jewek  in  his  crisped  hair 
Are  placed  each  other's  light  to  share." 

Sheridan  will  not  bear  a  comparison  with  him  in  the  regular 
antithetical  construction  of  his  sentences,  and  in  the  mechanical 
artifices  of  his  style,  though  so  much  later,  and  though  style  in 
general  has  been  so  much  studied,  and  in  the  mechanical  part 
.so  much  improved  since  then.  It  bears  every  mark  of  being 
what  he  himself  in  the  dedication  of  one  of  his  plays  tells  us  that 
it  was,  a  spirited  copy  taken  off  and  carefully  revised  from  the 
most  select  society  of  his  time,  exhibiting  all  the  sprightliness, 
ease,  and  animation  of  familiar  conversation,  with  the  correct- 
ness and  delicacy  of  the  most  finished  composition.  His  works 
are  a  singular  treat  to  those  who  have  cultivated  a  taste  &r  the 
7 
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niceties  of  English  style:  there  is  a  peculiar  flavour  in  the  very 
words,  which  is  to  be  found  in  hai'dly  any  other  writer.  To  the 
mere  reader  his  writings  would  be  an  irreparable  loss :  to  the 
stage  they  are  already  become  a  dead  letter,  with  the  exception 
of  one  of  them,  *  Love  for  Love.'  This  play  is  as  full  of  charac- 
ter, incident,  and  stage-effect,  as  almost  any  of  those  of  his  con- 
temporaries, and  fuller  of  wit  than  any  of  his  own,  except  perhaps 
the  'Way  of  the  World.'  It  still  acts,  and  is  still  acted  well. 
The  effect  of  it  is  prodigious  on  the  well-informed  spectator.  In 
particular,  Munden's  Foresight,  if  it  is  not  just  the  thing,  is  a 
wonderfully  rich  and  powerful  piece  of  comic  acting.  His  look 
is  planet-fitruck ;  his  dress  and  appearance  like  one  of  the  signs 
of  the  Zodiac  taken  down.  Nothing  can  be  more  bewildered ; 
and  it  only  wants  a  little  more  helplessness,  a  little  more  of  the 
doating,  querulous  garrulity  of  age,  to  be  all  that  one  conceives 
of  the  superannuated,  star-gazing  original.  The  gay,  uncon- 
cerned opinion  of  this  play,  and  the  romantic  generosity  of 
the  conclusion,  where  Valentine,  when  about  to  resign  his  mis- 
tress, declares — "  I  never  valued  fortune,  but  as  it  was  subser- 
vient to  my  pleasure ;  and  my  only  pleasure  was  to  please  this 
lady," — are  alike  admirable.  The  peremptory  bluntness  and 
exaggerated  descriptions  of  Sir  Sampson  Legend  are  in  a 
vein  truly  oriental,  with  a  Shakspearian  cast  of  language, 
and  form  a  striking  contrast  to  the  quaint  credulity  and 
senseless  superstitions  of  Foresight.  The  remonstrance  of  his 
son  to  him,  ''to  divest  him,  along  with  his  inheritance,  of  his 
reason,  thoughts,  passions,  inclinations,  affections,  appetites, 
senses,  and  the  huge  train  of  attendants  which  he  brought  into 
the  world  with  him,"  with  his  valet's  accompanying  comments, 
is  one  of  the  most  eloquent  and  spirited  specimens  of  wit,  pathos, 
and  morality,  that  is  to  be  found.  The  short  scene  with  Trap- 
land,  the  money-broker,  is  of  the  first  water.  What  a  picture  is 
here  drawn  of  Tattle !  "  More  misfortunes.  Sir  I"  says  Jeremy. 
ValenHne.  "  What,  another  dun?"  Jeremy,  "No,  Sir,  but 
Mr.  Tattle  is  come  to  wait  upon  you."  What  an  introduction 
to  give  of  an  honest  gentleman  in  the  shape  of  a  misfortune ! 
The  scenes  between  him.  Miss  Prue,  and  Ben,  are  of  a  highly 
coloured  description.    Mrs.  Frail  and  Mrs.  Foresight  are  "  sis- 
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ters  every  way  f  and  the  bodkin  which  Mrs.  Foresight  brings 
as  a  proof  of  her  sister's  levity  of  conduct,  and  which  is  so  con* 
Tincingly  turned  against  her  as  a  demonstration  of  her  own — 
**Nay,  if  you  come  to  that,  where  did  you  find  that  bodkin?" — 
is  one  of  the  trophies  of  the  moral  justice  of  the  comic  drama. 
The  *01d  Bachelor*  and  ^Double  Dealer'  are  inferior  to  'Love 
for  Love,'  but  one  is  never  tired  of  reading  them.  The  fault  of 
the  last  is,  that  Lady  Touchwood  approaches,  in  the  turbulent 
impetuosity  of  her  character,  and  measured  tone  of  her  declama- 
tion, too  near  to  the  tragedy-queen ;  and  that  Maskwell's  plots 
puzzle  the  brain  by  their  intricacy,  as  they  stagger  our  belief  by 
their  gratuitous  villany.  Sir  Paul  and  Lady  Pliant,  and  my  Lord 
and  Lady  Froth,  are  also  scarcely  credible  in  the  extravagant  in- 
sipidity and  romantic  vein  of  their  follies,  in  which  they  are  nota- 
bly seconded  by  the  lively  Mr.  Brisk  and  "dying  Ned  Careless." 
The  ^  Way  of  the  World'  was  the  author's  last  andmost  care- 
fully finished  performance.  It  is  an  essence  almost  too  fine ; 
and  the  sense  of  pleasure  evaporates  in  an  aspiration  after  some- 
thing that  seems  too  exquisite  ever  to  have  been  realised.  After 
inhaling  the  spirit  of  Congreve's  wit,  and  tasting  "  love's  thrice 
reputed  nectar"  in  his  works,  the  head  grows  giddy  in  turning 
from  the  highest  point  of  rapture  to  the  ordinary  business  of  life ; 
and  we  can  with  difficulty  recal  the  truant  Fancy  to  those  ob- 
jects which  we  are  fain  to  take  up  with  here,^  better,  far  toorse. 
What  can  be  more  enchanting  than  Millamant  and  her  morning 
thoughts,  her  daux  sommeUs  ?  What  more  provoking  than  her  re- 
proach to  her  lover,  who  proposes  to  rise  early,  "Ah !  idle  crea- 
ture !"  The  meeting  of  these  two  lovers,  after  the  abrupt  dismissal 
of  Sir  Wilful,  is  the  height  of  careless  and  voluptuous  elegance, 
as  if  they  moved  in  air,  and  drank  a  finer  spirit  of  humanity. 

"  MUlafrumt.  Like  Phoebus  sung  the  no  less  amorous  boj. 
MiraJbeU.    Like  Daphne  she,  as  lovely  and  as  coy. 

Millamant  is  the  perfect  model  of  the  accomph'shed  fine  lady : 

"  Come,  then,  the  colours  and  the  ground  prepare. 
Dip  in  the  rainbow,  trick  her  off  in  air ; 
Choose  a  firm  cloud,  before  it  fitUs,  and  in  it 
Catch  e»  she  change,  the  Cynthia  of  a  minute." 
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She  is  the  ideal  heroine  of  the  comedy  of  high  life,  who  arrives 
at  the  height  of  indifference  to  everything  from  the  height  of 
satis£iction ;  to  whom  pleasure  is  as  familiar  as  the  air  she 
draws ;  elegance  worn  as  a  par^of  her  dress ;  wit  the  habitual 
language  which  she  hears  and  speaks;  love,  a  matter  of 
course ;  and  who  has  nothing  to  hope  or  to  fear,  her  own  ca- 
jrice  being  the  only  law  to  herself,  and  rule  to  those  about  her. 
Her  words  seem  composed  of  amorous  sighs — ^her  looks  are 
glanced  at  prostrate  admirers  or  envious  rivals. 

"  If  there's  delight  in  love,  'tis  when  I  see 
That  heart  that  others  bleed  for,  bleed  for  me." 

She  refines  on  her  pleasures  to  satiety ;  and  is  almost  stifled  in 
the  incense  that  is  offered  to  her  person,  her  wit,  her  beauty,  and 
her  fortune.  Secure  of  triumph,  her  slaves  tremble  at  her 
frown :  her  charms  are  so  irresistible,  that  her  conquests  give 
her  neither  surprise  nor  concern.  "  Beauty  the  lover's  gift  ?" 
she  exclaims,  in  an  answer  to  Mirabell — ^  Dear  me,  what  is  a 
lover  that  it  can  give?  Why  one  makes  lovers  as  fast  as  one 
pleases,  and  they  live  as  long  as  one  pleases,  and  they '  die  as 
soon  as  one  pleases ;  and  then  if  one  pleases,  one  makes  more.** 
We  are  not  sorry  to  see  her  tamed  down  at  last,  from  her  pride 
of  love  and  beauty  into  a  wife.  She  is  good-natured  and  gene- 
rous, with  all  her  temptations  to  the  contrary ;  and  her  behav- 
iour to  Mirabell  reconciles  us  to  her  treatment  of  Witwoud  and 
Petulant,  and  of  her  country  admirer,  Sir  Wilful. 

Congreve  has  described  all  this  in  his  character  of  Milla- 
mant,  but  he  has*  done  no  more  ;  and  if  he  had,  he  would  have 
done  wrong.  He  has  given  us  the  finest  idea  of  an  artificial 
character  of  this  kind ;  but  it  is  still  the  reflection  of  an  artifi- 
cial character.  The  springs  of  nature,  passion,  or  imagination 
are  but  feebly  touched.  The  impressions  appealed  to,  and  with 
masterly  address,  are  habitual,  external,  and  conventional  ad- 
vantages ;  the  ideas  of  birth,  of  fortune,  of  connexions,  of  dress, 
accomplishment,  &shion,  the  opinion  of  the  world,  of  crowds 
of  admirers,  continually  come  into  play,  flatter  our  vanity,  bribe 
our  interest,  soothe  our  indolence,  ML  in  with  our  prejudices ; — 
it  is  these  that  support  the  goddess  of  our  idolatry,  with  which 
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she  is  every  thing,  and  without  which  she  would  be  nothing. 
The  mere  fine  lady  of  comedy,  compared  with  the  heroine  of 
romance  or  poetry,  when  stripped  of  her  adventitious  ornaments 
and  advantages,  is  too  much  like  the  doll  stripped  of  its  finery. 
In  thinking  of  M illamant,  we  think  almost  as  much  of  her 
dress  as  of  her  person :  it  is  not  so  with  respect  to  Rosalind  or 
Perdita.  The  poet  has  painted  them  difierently;  in  colours 
which  '^  nature's  own  sweet  and  cunning  hand  laid  on,''  with 
health,  with  innocence,  with  gaiety,  ^  wild  wit,  invention  ever 
new ;"  with  pure  red  and  white,  like  the  wilding's  blossoms ; 
with  warbled  wood-notes,  like  the  feathered  choir's ;  with  thoughts 
fluttering  on  the  wings  of  imagination,  and  hearts  panting  and 
breathless  with  eager  delight.  The  interest  we  feel  is  in  them- 
selves ;  the  admiration  they  excite  is  for  themselves.  They  do 
not  depend  upon  the  drapery  of  circumstances.  It  is  nature 
that  "  blazons  herself"  in  themu  Imogen  is  the  same  in  a  lone- 
ly cave  as  in  a  court ;  nay  more,  for  she  there  seems  something 
heavenly — a  spirit  or  a  vision ;  and,  as  it  were,  shames  her 
destiny,  brighter  for  the  foil  of  circumstances.  Millamant  is 
nothing  but  a  fine  lady ;  and  all  her  airs  and  afiectation  would 
be  blown  away  with  the  first  breath  of  misfortune.  Enviable 
in  drawing  rooms,  adorable  at  her  toilette,  fashion,  like  a  witch, 
has  thrown  its  spell  around  her ;  but  if  that  spell  were  broken, 
her  power  of  fascination  would  be  gone.  For  that  reason  I 
think  the  character  better  adapted  for  the  stage :  it  is  more 
artificial,  more  theatrical,  more  meretricious.  I  would  rather 
have  seen  Mrs.  Abington's  Millamant  than  any  Rosalind  that 
ever  appeared  on  the  stage.  Somehow,  this  sort  of  acquired 
elegance  is  more  a  thing  of  costume,  of  air  and  manner ;  and 
in  comedy,  or  on  the  comic  stage,  the  light  and  familiar,  the 
trifling,  superficial,  and  agreeable,  bears,  perhaps,  rightful  sway 
over  that  which  touches  the  aflfections,  or  exhausts  the  fancy. — 
There  is  a  callousness  in  the  worst  characters  in  the  *  Way  of 
the  World,'  in  Fainall,  and  his  wife,  and  Mrs.  Marwood,  not 
very  pleasant ;  and  a  grossness  in  the  absurd  ones,  such  as  Lady 
Wishfort  and  Sir  Wilful,  which  is  not  a  little  amusing.  Wit- 
woud  wishes  to  disclaim,  as  far  as  he  can,  his  relationship  to 
this  last  character,  and  says,  "he's  but  his  half  brother;"  to 
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which  Mirabell  makes  answer — ^^  Then,  perhaps,  he's  but  half  a 
fool."  Peg  is  an  admirable  caricature  of  rustic  awkwardness 
and  simplicity,  which  is  carried  to  excess  without  any  offence, 
from  a  sense  of  contrast  to  the  refinement  of  the  chief  characters 
in  the  play.  The  description  of  Lady*  Wishfort's  face  is  a 
perfect  piece  of  painting.  The  force  of  style  in  this  author  at 
times  amounts  to  poetry.  Waitwell,  who  personates  Sir  Row- 
land, and  Foible,  his  accomplice  in  the  matrimonial  scheme 
upon  her  mistress,  hang  as  a  dead  weight  upon  the  plot.  They 
are  mere  tools  in  the  hands  of  Mirabell,  and  want  life  and  inter- 
est Congreve*s  characters  can  all  of  them  speak  well,  they 
are  mere  machines  when  they  come  to  act  Our  author's  supe- 
riority deserted  him  almost  entirely  with  his  wit  Hfs  serious 
and  tragic  poetry  is  frigid  and  jejune  to  an  unaccountable  de- 
gree. His  forte  was  the  description  of  actual  manners,  wheth- 
er elegant  or  absurd ;  and  when  he  could  not  deride  the  one  or 
embellish  the  other,  his  attempts  at  romantic  passion  or  imagi- 
nary enthusiasm  are  forced,  abortive,  and  ridiculous,  or  common- 
place. The  description  of  the  ruins  of  a  temple  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the*'  Mourning  Bride,'  was  a  great  stretch  of  his  poetic 
genius.  It  has,  however,  been  over-rated,  particularly  by  Dr. 
Johnson,  who  could  have  done  nearly  as  well  himself  for  a  single 
passage,  in  the  same  style  of  moralising,  and  sentimental  descrip- 
tion. To  justify  this  general  censure,  and  to  show  how  the 
lightest  and  most  graceful  wit  degenerates  into  the  heaviest  and 
most  bombastic  poetry,  I  will  give  one  description  out  of  his 
tragedy  which  will  be  enough.  It  is  the  speech  which  Gonsa- 
lez  addresses  to  Almeria : 

"  Be  eveiy  day  of  your  long  life  like  this. 
The  sun,  bright  conquest,  and  your  brighter  eyes 
Have  all  conspired  to  blaze  promiscuous  light. 
And  bless  this  day  with  most  unequal  lustre. 
Your  royal  father,  my  victorious  lord, 
Loaden  with  spoils  and  ever-kving  laurel, 
Is  entering  now,  in  martial  pomp,  the  palace. 
Five  hundred  mules  precede  his  solemn  march, 
Which  groan  beneath  the  weight  of  Moorish  wealth. 
Chariots  of  war,  adorned  with  glittering  gems, 
Succeed ;  and  next,  a  hundred  neighing  steeds, 
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White  aB  the  fleecy  rain  on  Alpine  hills ; 

That  bound,  and  foam,  and  champ  the  golden  bit, 

As  thej  disdain'd  the  victory  they  grace. 

Prisoners  of  war  in  shining  fetters  follow: 

And  captains  of  the. noblest  blood  of  Afrtc 

Sweat  by  his  chariot-wheels,  and  lick  and  grind, 

With  gnashing  teeth,  the  dust  his  triumphs  raise. 

The  swarming  populace  spread  every  wall, 

And  cling,  as  if  with  claws  they  did  enforce 

Their  hold,  through  clifled  stones  stretching  and  staring 

As  if  they  were  all  eyes,  and  every  limb 

Would  feed  its  faculty  of  admiration. 

While  you  alone  retire,  and  shun  this  sighjt ; 

This  sight,  which  is  indeed  not  seen  (though  twice 

The  multitude  should  gaze)  in  absence  of  your  eyes." 

This  passage  seems,  in  part,  an  imitation  of  Bolingbroke's  '  En- 
try into  London.'  The  style  is  as  different  from  Shakspeare  as 
it  is  from  that  of  Witwoud  and  Petulant  It  is  plain  that  the 
imagination  of  the  author  could  not  raise  itself  above  the  bur- 
lesque. His  '  Mask  of  Semele,'  ^  Judgment  of  Paris,'  and 
other  occasional  poems,  are  even  worse.  I  would  not  advise 
any  one  to  read  them,  or  if  I  did,  they  would  not 

Wycherley  was  before  Congreve;  and  his  'Country  Wife* 
will  last  longer  than  anything  of  Congreve's  as  a  popular  acting 
play.  It  is  only  a  pity  that  it  is  not  entirely  his  own ;  but  it  is 
enough  so  to  do  him  never-ceasing  honour,  for  the  best  things 
are  his  own.  His  humour  is,  in  general,  broader,  his  characters 
more  natural,  and  his  incidents  more  striking  than  Congreve's. 
It  may  be  said  of  Congreve,  that  the  workmanship  overlays 
the  materials :  in  Wycherley,  the  casting  of  the  parts  and  the 
fable  are  alone  sufficient  to  ensure  success.  We  forget  Con- 
gxeve's  characters,  and  only  remember  what  they  say:  we 
remember  Wycherley's  characters,  and  the  incidents  they  meet 
with,  just  as  if  they  were  real,  and  forget  what  they  say,  com- 
paratively speaking.  Miss  Peggy  (or  Mrs.  Margery  Pinchwife) 
ia  a  character  that  will  last  for  ever,  I  should  hope ;  and  even 
when  the  original  is  no  more,  if  that  should  ever  be,  while  self- 
will,  curiosity,  art,  ^nd  ignorance  are  to  be  found  in  the  same 
person,  it  will  be  just  as  good  and  as  intelligible  as  ever  in  the 
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description,  because  it  is  built  on  first  principles,  and  brougbtout 
in  the  fullest  and  broadest  manner.  Agnes,  in  Moliere's  play, 
has  a  great  deal  of  the  same  unconscious  impulse  and  heedless 
naweiey  but  hers  is  sentimentalised  and  varnished  over  (in  the 
French  fashion)  with  long-winded  apologies  and  analytical  dis- 
tinctions. It  wants  the  same  simple  force  and  home  truth.  It 
is  not  so  direct  and  downright  Miss  Peggy  is  not  even  a 
.  novice  in  casuistry :  she  blurts  out  her  meaning  before  she  knows 
what  she  is  saying,  and  she  speaks  her  mind  by  her  actions 
ofiener '  than  by  her  words.  The  outline  of  the  plot  is  the  same ; . 
but  the  point-blank  hits  and  master-strokes,  the  sudden  thoughts 
and  delightful  expedients,  such  as  her  changing  the  lette)ns,  the 
meeting  her  husband  plump  in  the  park,  as  she  is  running  away 
from  him  as  fast  as  her  heels  can  carry  her,  her  being  turned  out 
of  doors  by  her  jealous  booby  of  a  husband,  and  sent  by  him  to 
her  lover  disguised  as  Alicia,  her  sister-in-law — occur  first  in  the 
modem  play.  There  are  scarcely  any  incidents  or  situations  on 
the  stage,  which  tell  like  these  for  pantomimic  effect,  which 
give  such  a  tingling  to  the  blood,  or  so  completely  take  away 
the  breath  mth  expectation  and  surprise.  Miss  Prue,  in  '  Love 
for  Love,'  is  a  lively  reflection  of  Miss  Peggy,  but  without  the 
bottom  and  weight  of  metal  Hoyden  is  a  match  for  her  in 
constitution  and  complete  eflect,  as  Corinna,  in  <  The  Confed- 
eracy,' is  in  mischief,  but  without  the  wit  Mrs.  Jordan  used  to 
play  all  these  characters ;  and  as  she  played  them,  it  was  hard 
to  know  which  was  best.  Pinchwife,  or  Moody  (as  he  is  at 
present  called,)  is,  like  others  of  Wycherley's  moral  characters, 
too  rustic,  abrupt,  and  cynical.  He  is  a  more  disagreeable,  bnt 
less  tedious  character  than  the  husband  of  Agnes,  and  both  seem, 
by  all  accounts,  to  have  been  rightly  served.  The  character  of 
Sparkish  is  quite  new,  and  admirably  hit  off  He  is  an  exqui- 
site and  suffocating  coxcomb ;  a  pretender  to  wit  and  letters, 
without  common  understanding,  or  the  use  of  his  senses.  The 
class  of  character  is  thoroughly  exposed  and  understood ;  but  he 
persists  in  his  absurd  conduct  so  far,  that  it  becomes  extravagant 
and  disgusting,  if  not  incredible,  from  mere  weakness  and  fop- 
pery. Yet  there  is  something  in  him  that  we  are  inclined  to 
tolerate  at  first,  as  his  professing  that  <<  with  him  a  wit  is  the  first 
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title  to  respect ; "  and  we  regard  his  unwillingness  to  be  pushed 
out  of  the  room,  and  coming  back  in  spite  of  their  teeth,  to  keep 
the  company  of  wits  and  railers,  as  a  favorable  omen.  But  he 
utterly  disgraces  his  pretensions  before  he  has  done.  With  all 
his  fadts  and  absurdities,  he  is,  however,  a  much  less  offensive 
character  than  Tattle.  Homer  is  a  stretch  of  probability  in  the 
first  concoction  of  that  ambiguous  character  (for  he  does  not  ap- 
pear at  present  on  the  stage  as  Wycherley  made  him;)  but  not- 
withstanding the  indecency  and  indirectness  of  the  means  he 
employ§  to  carry  his  plans  into  effect,  he  deserves  every  sort  of 
consideration  and  forgiveness  both  for  the  display  of  his  own 
ingenuity,  and  the  deep  insight  he  discovers  into  human  nature 
— such  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  Wycherley.  The  author  has 
commented  on  this  character,  and  the  double  meaning  of  the 
name  in  his  '  Plain  Dealer,'  borrowing  the  remarks,  and  almost 
the  very  words  of  Moliere,  who  has  brought  forward  and  defended 
his  own  work  against  the  objections  of  the  precise  part  of  his 
audience,  in  his  Critique  de  VEcoU  des  Femmes.  There  is  no 
great  harm  in  these  occasional  plagiarisms,  except  that  they 
make  one  uncomfortable  at  oth^  times,  and  distrustful  of  the 
originality  of  the  whole.  The  *  Plain  Dealer'  is  Wycherley's 
next  best  work,  and  is  a  most  severe  and  poignant  moral  satire. 
There  is  a  heaviness  about  it,  indeed,  an  extravagance,  an  over- 
doing both  in  the  style,  the  plot,  and  characters,  but  the  truth  of 
feeling  and  the  force  of  interest  prevail  over  every  objection. 
The  character  of  Manly,  the  Plain  Dealer,  is  violent,  repulsive, 
and  uncouth,  which  is  a  fault,  though  one  that  seems  to  have 
been  intended  for  the  sake  of  contrast ;  for  the  portrait  of  con- 
summate, artful  hypocrisy  in  Olivia,  is,  perhaps,  rendered  moro 
striking  by  it.  The  indignation  excited  against  this  odious  and 
pernicious  quality  by  the  masterly  exposure  to  which  it  is  here 
subjected,  is  *^  a  discipline  of  humanity."  No  one  can  read  this 
play  attentively  without  being  the  better  for  it  as  long  as  he  lives. 
It  penetrates  to  the  core ;  it  shows  the  immorality  and  hateful 
effects  of  duplicity,  by  showing  it  fixing  its  harpy  fangs  in  the 
heart  of  an  honest  and  worthy  man.  It  is  wc^th  ten  volumes 
of  sermons.  The  scenes  betvreen  Manly  after  his  return,  Olivia, 
Plausible^  and  Novel,  are  instructive  examples  of  unblushing 
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impudence,  of  shallow  pretensions  to  principle,  and  of  the  most 
mortifying  reflections  on  his  own  situation,  and  bitter  sense  of 
female  injustice  and  ingratitude,  on  the  part  of  Manly.  The 
devil  of  hypocrisy  and  hardened  assurance  seems  worked  up  to 
the  highest  pitch  of  conceivable  eflrontery  in  Olivia,  when,  after 
confiding  to  her  cousin  the  story  of  her  infamy,  she,  in  a  moment, 
turns  round  upon  her  for  some  sudden  purpose,  and  affecting  not 
to  know  the  meaning  of  the  other's  allusions  to  what  she  has 
just  told  her,  reproaches  her  with  forging  insinuations  to  the 
prejudice  of  her  character,  and  in  violation  of  their  friendship. 
"  Go !  you're  a  censorious  ill  woman."  This  is  more  trying  to 
the  patience  than  an3rthing  in  the  '  Tartuffe.'  The  name  of  this 
heroine,  and  her  overtures  to  Fidelia  as  the  page,  seem  to  have 
been  suggested  by  *  Twelfth  Night'  It  is  curious  to  see  how 
the  same  subject  is  treated  by  two  such  different  authors  as 
Shakspeare  and  Wycherley.  The  widow  Blackacre  and  her 
son  are,  like  her  lawsuit — everlasting.  A  more  lively,  palpable, 
bustling,  ridiculous  picture  cannot  be  drawn.  Jerry  is  a  hopeful 
lad,  though  undutiful,  and  gets  out  of  bad  hands  into  worse. 
Goldsmith  evidently  had  an  eye  to  these  two  precious  characters 
in  *  She  Stoops  to  Conquer.'  Tony  Lumpkin  and  his  mother 
are  of  the  same  family,  and  the  incident  of  the  theft  of  the  casket 
of  jewels,  and  the  bag  of  parchments,  is  nearly  the  same  in  both 
authors.  Wycherley's  other  plays  are  not  so  good.  The 
'Gentleman  Dancing  Master'  is  a  long,  foolish  farce,  in  the 
exaggerated  manner  of  Moliere,  but  without  his  spirit  or  whim- 
sical invention.  '  Love  in  a  Wood,'  though  not  what  one  would 
wish  it  to  be  for  the  author's  sake  or  our  own,  is  much  better, 
and  abounds  in  several  rich  and  highly-coloured  scenes,  particu- 
larly those  in  which  Miss  Lucy,  her  mother  Crossbite,  Dapper- 
wit,  and  Alderman  Gripe  are  concerned.  Some  of  the  subor- 
dinate characters  and  intrigues  in  this  comedy  are  grievously 
spun  out.  Wycherley,  when  he  got  hold  of  a  good  thing,  or 
sometimes  even  of  a  bad  one,  was  determined  to  make  the  most 
of  it ;  and  might  have  said  with  Dogberry,  truly  enough,  "  Had 
I  the  tediousness  of  a  king,  I  could  find  in  my  heart  to  bestow  it 
all  upon  your  worships."  In  reading  this  author's  best  works, 
those  which  one  reads  most  frequently  over,  and  knows  almost 
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by  heart,  one  cannot  help  thinking  of  the  treatment  he  receiTed 
from  Pope  about  his  verses.  It  was  hardly  excusable  in  a  boy 
of  sixteen  to  an  old  man  of  seventy. 

y  anbrugh  comes  next,  and  holds  his  own  fully  with  the  best 
He  is  no  writer  at  all,  as  to  mere  authorship ;  but  he  makes  up 
for  it  by  a  prodigious  fund  of  comic  invention  and  ludicrous  de- 
scription, bordering  somewhat  on  caricature.  Though  he  did 
not  borrow  from  him,  he  was  much  more  like  Moliere  in  genius 
than  Wycherley  was,  who  professedly  imitated  him.  He  has 
none  of  Congreve's  graceful  refinement,  and  as  little  of  Wycher- 
iey's  serious  manner  and  studied  insight  into  the  springs  of 
character ;  but  his  exhibition  of  it  in  dramatic  contrast  and 
unlooked-for  situations,  where  the  different  parties  play  upon  one 
another's  failings,  and  inta  one  another's  hands,  keeping  up  the 
jest  like  a  game  at  battledore  and  shuttlecock,  and  urging  it  to 
the  utmost  verge  of  breathless  extravagance,  in  the  mere  eager- 
ness of  the  fray,  is  beyond  that  of  any  other  of  our  writers.  His 
fable  is  not  so  profoundly  laid,  nor  his  characters  so  well  digested, 
as  Wycherley's  (who,  in  these  respects^  bore  some  resemblance 
to  Fielding.)  Vanbrugh  does  not  lay  the  same  deliberate  train 
from  the  outset  to  the  conclusion,  so  that  the  whole  may  hang 
together,  and  tend  inevitably  from  the  combination  of  different 
agents  and  circumstances  to  the  same  decisive  point ;  but  he 
works  out  scene  after  scene  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  and  from 
the  immediate  hold  they  take  of  his  imagination  at  the  moment, 
without  any  previous  bias  or  ultimate  purpose,  much  more  pow- 
erfully, with  more  vervcy  and  in  a  richer  vein  of  original  inven- 
tion. His  fancy  warms  and  burnishes  out  as  if  he  were  engaged 
in  the  real  scene  of  action,  and  felt  all  his  faculties  suddenly  called 
forth  to  meet  the  emergency.  He  has  more  nature  than  art ; 
what  he  does  best,  he  does  because  he  cannot  help  it.  He  has 
a  masterly  eye  to  the  advantages  which  certain  accidental  sit- 
uations of  character  present  to  him  on  the  spot,  and  executes  the 
most  difficult  and  rapid  theatrical  movements  at  a  moment's 
warning.  Of  this  kind  are  the  inimitable  scenes  in  ^he  *  Pro- 
voked Wife,'  between  Razor  and  Mademoiselle,  where  they 
repeat  and  act  over  again  the  rencontre  in  the  Mulberry  walk 
between  Constant  and  his  mistress,  than  which  nothing  was  ever 
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more  happily  conceived,  or  done  to  more  abaolate  perfection ; 
that  again  in  the  <  Relapse/  where  Loyeless  pushes  Berinthia 
into  the  closet ;  the  sudden  meeting,  in  the  ^  Confederacy,'  be- 
tween Dick  and  Mrs.  Amlet ;  the  altercation  about  the  letter 
between  Flippanta  and  Corinna,  in  the  same  play,  and  that 
again  where  Brass,  at  the  house  of  Gripe  the  money-scrivener, 
threatens  to  discover  his  friend  and  accomplice,  and  by  talking 
louder  and  louder  to  him,  as  he  tries  to  evade  his  demands,  ex- 
torts a  grudging  submission  from  him.  This  last  scene  is  as 
follows : — 

**  Dick.  I  wish  my  old  hobbling  mother  han't  been  blabbing  tKHnetfaing 
here  she  should  not  do. 

.Grass.  Fear  nothing,  all's  safe  on  that  side  yet.  Bat  how  speaks  youa^ 
mistress's  epistle  1  soft  and  tender "{ 

Dick,    As  pen  can  write. 

Brass.    So  you  think  all  goes  well  there  1 

Dick,    As  my  heart  can  wish.     . 

Brass,    You  arc  sure  ont  1 

Dit^.    Sure  on't. 

Brass,  Why  then,  ceremony  aside— [jm^n^  <m  his  kai}—j<m  and  I 
must  have  a  little  talk,  Mr.  Amlet. 

Dick,    Ah,  Brass,  what  art  thou  going  to  do  1  wo't  ruin  me  1 

Brass.  Look  you,  Dick,  few  words ;  you  are  in  a  smooth  way  of  making 
your  fortune ;  I  hope  all  will  roll  on.  But  how  do  you  intend  matters  shall 
pass  'twixt  you  and  me  in  this  business  7 

Dick.    Death  and  furies  1    What  a  time  dost  take  to  talk  on't  1 

Brass.  Good  words,  or  I  betray  you ;  they  have  already  heard  of  one 
Mr.  Amlet  in  the  house. 

Dick.    Here's  a  son  of  a  whore.  [Aside. 

Brass.  In  short,  look  smooth,  and  be  a  good  prince.  I  am  your  valet, 
'tis  true:  your  footman  sometimes,  which  I'm  enraged  at;  but  you  have 
always  had  the  ascendant,  I  confess :  when  we  were  schoolfellows^  yoa 
made  me  cany  your  books,  make  your  exercise,  own  your  rogueries,  and 
sometimes  take  a  whipping  for  you.  When  we  were  fellow-'prentices, 
though  I  was  your  senior,  you  made  me  open  the  shop,  clean  my  master's 
shoes,  cut  last  at  dinner,  and  eat  all  the  crust.  In  our  sins,  too,  I  must  own 
you  still  kept  me  under ;  you  soar'd  up  to  adultery  vrith  the  mistress,  whiVi 
I  was  at  humble  fornication  with  the  maid.  Nay,  in  our  punishments  you 
stall  made  good  your  post ;  for  when  once  upon  a  time  I  was  sentenced  but 
to  be  wbipp'd,  I  cannot  deny  but  you  were  condemned  to  be  hang'd.  So 
that  in  all  times,  I  must  confess,  your  inclinations  have  been  greater  and 
nobler  than  mine;  however,  I  cannot  consent  that  you  should  at  onoe  iSx 
foitone  for  life,  and  I  dwell  in  my  humilities  for  the  rest  of  my  days. 
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1>U^    Haik  thee^  Bnuw,  if  I  do  not  moft  nobly  by  thee,  Vm  a  dog. 

Brass,    And  when  ? 

DUk,    As  soon  as  ever  I  am  married. 

Brass,    Ay,  the  plague  take  thee. 

DUk.    Then  you  mistrust  me  1 

Brass.  I  do,  by  my  faith.  Look  you,  Sir,  some  folks  we  mistmst,  be- 
cause we  don't  know  them:  othen  we  mistmst,  because  we  do  know 
them :  and  for  one  of  these  reasons  I  desire  there  may  be  a  bargain  before- 
hand :  if  not  [raising  his  voice^]  look  ye,  Dick  Amlet— 

Did.  Soft,  my  dear  finend  and  companion.  The  dog  will  ruin  me 
[Aside.]    Say,  what  is't  will  content  thee  7 

Brass.    O  ho ! 

Dick,    But  how  canst  thou  be  such  a  barbarian  1 

Brass.    I  learnt  it  at  Algiers. 

Dick,    Come,  make  thy  Turkish  demand  then. 

Brass,  You  know  you  gave  me  a  bank-bill  this  morning  to  receive  for 
you. 

Dick.  I  did  so,  of  fifty  pounds ;  'tis  thine.  So  now  thou  art  satisfied ;  all 
ia  fixed. 

Brass.  It  is  not,  indeed.  There's  a  diamond  necklace  you  robb'd  your 
mother  of  e'en  now. 

Dick.    Ah,  you  Jew  I 

Brass,    No  words. 

Dick,    My  dear  Brass. 

Brass.    I  insist. 

Dick,    My  old  firiend  I 

Brass.    I>kk  Amlet  [raisiTtg  his  voice,}  I  insist 

Dick.  Ah,  the  coimorant  [Aside.]  Well,  'tis  thine;  thoult  never 
thrive  with  it. 

Brass.  When  I  find  it  begins  to  do  me  mischief.  Til  give  it  you  back 
again.    But  I  must  have  a  wedding  suit 

Dick.    WeU. 

Brass,    A  stock  of  linen. 

Dick,    Enough. 

Brass.    Not  yet a  silver-hilted  sword. 

Dick.    Well,  thou  shalt  have  that  too.    Now  thou  hast  everything. 

Brass.  HeaVn  forgive  me,  I  forgot  a  ring  of  remembrance.  I  would 
not  fiirget  all  these  fiivours  for  the  worid ;  a  sparkling  diamond  will  be  al- 
ways playing  in  my  eye,  and  put  me  in  mind  of  them. 

Dick,   This  unconscionable  rogue  [JA<if.]  Well,  I'll  bespeak  one  for  thee. 

Brass.    Brilliant 

Dick.    It  shalL    But  if  the  thing  don't  succeed  after  all- 
Brass.    I  am  a  man  of  honour  and  restore;  and  so,  the  treaty  being  fin- 
klied,  I  strike  my  flag  of  defiance,  and  fall  into  my  respects  again." 

[Takes  off  his  M. 
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The  *  Confederacy*  is  a  comedy  of  infinite  contrivance  and  in- 
trigue, with  a  matchless  spirit  of  impudence.  It  is  a  fine  careless 
expose  of  heartless  want  of  principle ;  for  there  is  no  anger  or 
severity  against  vice  expressed  in  it,  as  in  Wycherley.  The 
author's  morality  in  all  cases  except  his  *  Prowked  Wife'  (which 
was  undertaken  as  a  penance  for  past  peccadillos,)  sits  very  loose 
upon  him.  It  is  a  little  upon  the  turn ;  "  it  does  somewhat 
smack."  Old  Palmer,  as  Dick  Amlet,  asking  his  mother's 
blessing  on- his  knee,  was  the  very  idea  of  a  graceless  son.  His 
sweetheart  Corinna  is  a  Miss  Prue,  but  nature  works  in  her 
more  powerfully.  Lord  Foppington,  in  *The  Relapse,'  is  a 
most  splendid  caricature :  he  is  a  personification  of  the  foppery 
and  folly  of  dress  and  external  appearance  in  full  feather.  He 
blazes  out  and  dazzles  sober  reason  with  ridiculous  ostentation. 
Still  I  think  this  character  is  a  copy  fi:om  Etherege's  Sir  Fop- 
ling  Flutter,  and  upon  the  whole,  perhaps.  Sir  Fopling  is  the 
more  natural  grotesque  of  the  two.  His  soul  is  more  in  his 
dress;  he  is  a  more  disinterested  coxcomb.  The  lord  is  an 
ostentatious,  strutting,  vain-glorious  blockhead ;  the  knight  is  an 
unafiected,  self-complacent,  serious  admirer  of  his  equipage  and 
person.  For  instance,  what  they  severally  say  on  the  subject 
of  contemplating  themselves  in  the  glass  is.  a  proof  of  this.  Sir 
Fopling  thinks  a  looking-glsiss  in  the  room  '^  the  best  company 
in  the  world ;"  it  is  another  self  to  him :  Lord  Foppington  merely 
considers  it  as  necessary  to  adjust  his  appearance,  that  he  may 
make  a  figure  in  company.  The  finery  of  the  one  has  an  im- 
posing air  of  grandeur  about  it,  and  is  studied  for  effect :  the 
other  is  really  in  love  with  a  laced  suit,  and  is  hand  and  glove 
with  the  newest-cut  fashion.  He  really  thinks  his  tailor  or 
peruke-maker  the  greatest  man  in  the  world,  while  his  lordship 
treats  them  famib'arly,  as  necessary  appendages  of  his  person. 
Still  this  coxcomb-nobleman's  effeminacy  and  mock-heroic  vanity 
are  admirably  depicted,  and  held  up  to  unrivalled  ridicule )  and 
his  courtship  of  Miss  Hoyden  is  excellent  in  all  its  stages,  and 
ends  oracularly : — 

Lord  Foppington.  Now,  for  my  part,  I  thmk  the  vnsest  thing  a  man 
can  do  with  an  aching  heart,  is  to  put  on  a  serene  countenance  *,  for  a  phi- 
lofophical  air  10  the  most  becoming  thing  in  the  world  to  the  fiu»  of  a  person 
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of  quality :  I  will  therefore  bear  my  disgrace  like  a  great  man,  and  let  the 
people  see  I  am  above  an  affront.  [Then  turning  to  his  brother.]  Dear 
Tarn,  since  things  are  thus  fallen  out,  pr'ythee  give  me  leave  to  wish  thee 
joy ;  I  Jo  it  de  bon  casur^  strike  me  dumb :  you  have  married  a  woman  beau- 
tilul  in  her  person,  charming  in  her  airs,  prudent  in  her  conduct,  constant 
in  her  inclinations,  a^d  of  a  nice  morality— stap  my  vitals ! 

Poor  Hoyden  fares  ill  in  his  lordship's  description  of  her, 
though  she  could  expect  no  hetter  at  his  hands  for  her  desertion 
of  him.  She  wants  sentiment,  to  be  sure,  but  she  has  other  qual- 
ifications— she  is  a  fine  bouncing  piece  of  flesh  and  blood.  Her 
first  announcement  is  decisive—"  Let  loose  the  greyhound,  and 
lock  up  Hoyden."  Her  declaration,  "  It's  well  they've  got  me 
a  husband,  or,  ecod,  I'd  marry  the  baker,"  comes  from  her  mouth 
like  a  shot  from  a  culverin,  and  leaves  no  doubt,  by  its  effect 
upon  the  ear,  that  she  would  have  made  it  good  in  the  sequel, 
if  she  had  not  been  provided  for.  Her  indifference  to  the  man 
she  is  to  marry,  and  her  attachment  to  the  finery  and  the  title, 
are  justified  by  an  attentive  observation  of  nature  in  its  simplest 
guise.  There  is,  however,  no  harm  in  Hoyden ;  she  merely 
wishes  to  consult  her  own  inclination :  she  is  by  no  means  like 
Corinna  in  '  The  Confederacy,'  "  a  devilish  girl  at  the  bottom," 
nor  is  it  her  great  delight  to  plague  other  people. — Sir  Tunbelly 
Clumsy  is  the  right  worshipful  and  worthy  father  of  so  delicate 
an  offspring.  He  is  a  coarse,  substantial  contrast  to  the  flippant 
and  flimsy  Lord  Foppington.  If  the  one  }s  not  without  reason 
"  proud  to  be  at  the  head  of  so  prevailing  a  party  "  as  that  of  cox- 
combs, the  other  may  look  big  and  console  himself  (under  some 
affronts)  with  being  a  very  competent  representative  of  the  once 
formidable,  though  now  obsolete  class  of  country  squires,  who 
had  no  idea  beyond  the  boundaries  of  their  own  estates,  or  the 
circumference  of  their  ow^  persons.  His  unwieldy  dulness 
gives,  by  the  iiile  of  contraries,  a  lively  sense  of  lightness  and 
grace :  his  stupidity  answers  all  the  purposes  of  wit.  His  portly 
paunch  repels  a  jest  like  a  woolsack :  a  sarcasm  rebounds  from 
him  like  a  ball.  His  presence  is  a  cure  for  gravity ;  and  he  is  a 
standing  satire  upon  himself  and  the  class  in  natural  history  to 
which  he  belonged.— Sir  John  Brute,  in  <  The  Provoked  Wife,' 
18  an  animal  of  the  same  English  growth,  but  of  a  cross-grained 
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breed.  He  has  a  spice  of  the  demon  mixed  up  with  the  brute ; 
is  mischievous  as  well  as  stupid ;  has  improved  his  natural  parts 
by  a  town  education  and  example ;  opposes  the  fine-lady  airs 
and  graces  of  his  wife  by  brawling  oaths,  impenetrable  surliness^ 
and  pot-house  valour ;  overpowers  any  tendency  she  might  have 
to  vapours  or  hysterics  by  the  fumes  of  tobacco  and  strong  beer ; 
and  thinks,  to  be  master  in  his  own  house  by  roaring  in  taverns, 
reeling  home  drunk  every  night,  breaking  lamps,  and  beating 
the  watch.  -He  does  not,  however,  find  this  lordly  method 
answer.  He  turns  out  to  be  a  coward  as  well  as  a  bully,  and 
dares  not  resent  the  injuries  he  has  provoked  by  his  unmanly 
behaviour.  This  was  Garrick's  favourite  part;  and  I  have 
heard  that  his  acting  in  the  drunken  scene,  in  which  he  was  dis- 
guised not  as  a  clergyman,  but  as  a  woman  of  the  town,  which 
was  an  alteration  of  his  own  to  suit  the  delicacy  of  the  times, 
was  irresistible.  The  ironical  conversations  in  this  play  between 
Belinda  and  Lady  Brute,  as  well  as  those  in  '  The  Relapse  *  be- 
tween Amanda  and  her  cousin  Berinthia,  will  do  to  compare 
with  Congreve  in  the  way  of  wit  and  studied  raillery,  but  they 
will  not  stand  the  comparison.  Araminta  and  Clarissa  keep  up 
the  ball  between  them  with  more  spirit,  for  their  conversation  is 
very  like  that  of  kept-mistresses ;  and  the  mixture  of  fashionable 
slang  and  professed  want  of  principle  gives  a  sort  of  zest  and 
high  seasoning  to  their  confidential  communications,  which  Yan- 
brugh  could  supply  as  well  as  anybody.  But  he  could  not  do 
without  the  taint  of  grossness  and  licentiousness.  Lady  Townly 
is  not  really  the  vicious  character,  nor  quite  the  fine  lady,  which 
the  author  would  have  her  to  be.  Lady  Grace  is  so  far  better ; 
she  is  what  she  pretends  to  be,  merely  sober  and  insipid. — Van- 
brugh's  forte  was  not  the  sentimental  or  didactic ;  his  genius 
flags  and  grows  dull  when  it  is  not  put  into  action,  and  wants 
the  stimulus  of  sudden  emergency,  or  the  fortuitous  collision  of 
difierent  motives,  to  call  out  all  his  force  and  vivacity.  His  an- 
titheses are  happy  and  brilliant  contrasts  of  character ;  his  double 
enUndres  equivocal  situations ;  his  best  jokes  are  practical  devices, 
not  epigrammatic  conceits.  His  wit  is  that  which  is  emphatic 
cally  called  mother-wit.  It  brings  those  who  possess  it,  or  to 
whom  he  lends  it,  into  scrapes  by  its  restlessness,  and  bring* 
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them  out  of  them  by  its  alacrity.  Several  of  his  favourite  char- 
'  acters  are  knavish,  adroit  adventurers,  who  have  all  the  gipsy 
jargon,  the  cunning  impudence,  cool  presence  of  mind,  selfish- 
ness, and  indefatigable  industry  ;  all  the  excuses,  lying,  dexterity, 
the  intellectual  juggling  and  legerdemain  tricks,  necessary  to  fit 
them  for  this  sort  of  predatory  warfare  on  the  simplicity,  follies, 
or  vices  of  mankind.  He  discovers  the  utmost  dramatic  general- 
ship in  bringing  off  his  characters  at  a  pinch,  and  by  an  instan- 
taneous ruse  de  guerre,  when  the  case  seems  hopeless  in  any 
other  hands.  The  train  of  his  associations,  to  express  the  same 
thing  in  metaphysical  language,  lies  in  following  the  sugges- 
tions of  his  fancy  into  every  possible  connexion  of  cause  and 
efifect,  rather  than  into  every  possible  combination  of  likeness  or 
difierence.  His  ablest  characters  show  that  they  are  so  by  dis- 
playing their  ingenuity,  address,  and  presence  of  mind  in  critical 
junctures,  and  in  their  own  affairs,  rather  than  their  wisdom  or 
their  wit  ^<  in  intellectual  gladiatorship,"  or  in  speculating  on  the 
affairs  and  characters  of  other  people. 

Farquhar's  chief  characters  are  also  adventurers  ;  biit  they  are 
adventurers  of  a  romantic,  not  a  knavish  stamp,  and  succeed  no 
less  by  their  honesty  than  their  boldness.  They  conquer  their 
difficulties,  and  effect  their  "  hair-breadth  'scapes "  by  the  im- 
pulse of  natural  enthusiasm  and  the  confidence  of  high  princi- 
ples of  gallantry  and  honour,  as  much  as  by  their  dexterity  and 
readiness  at  expedients.  They  are  real  gentlemen,  and  only 
pretended  impostors.  Vanbrugh's  upstart  heroes  are  without 
"  any  relish  of  salvation,"  without  generosity,  virtue,  or  any  pre- 
tensions to  it  We  have  little  sympathy  for  them,  and  no  respect 
at  all.  But  we  have  every  sort  of  good-will  towards  Farquhar's 
heroes,  who  have  as  many  peccadillos  to  answer  for,  and  play 
as  many  rogue's  tricks,  but  are  honest  fellows  at  bottom.  I  know 
little  other  difference  between  these  two  capital  writers  and 
copyists  of  nature,  than  that  Farquhar's  nature  is  the  better  na- 
ture of  the  two.  We  seem  to  like  both  the  author  and  his  fa- 
vourites. He  has  humour,  character,  and  invention,  in  common 
with  the  other,  Wf  h  a  more  unaffected  gaiety  and  spirit  of  enjoy- 
ment, which  overflows  and  sparkles  in  all  he  does.  He  makes 
U8  laugh  from  pleasure  oftener  than  from  malice.  Ho  some- 
8 
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where  prides  himself  in  having  introduced  on  the  stage  the  class 
of  comic  heroes  here  spoken  of,  which  has  since  hecome  a  stand- 
ard character,  and  which  represents  the  warm-hearted,  rattle- 
brained, thoughtless,  high-spirited  young  fellow,  who  floats  on 
the  back  of  his  misfortunes  without  repining,  who  forfeits  ap- 
pearances, but  saves  his  honour — and  he  gives  us  to  understand 
that  it  was  his  own.  He  did  not  need  to  be  ashamed  of  it.  In- 
deed there  is  internal  evidence  that  this  sort  of  character  is  his 
own,  for  it  pervades  his  works  generally,  and  is  the  moving 
spirit  that  informs  them.  His  comedies  have  on  this  account 
probably  a  greater  appearance  of  truth  and  nature  than  almost 
any  others.  His  incidents  succeed  one  another  with  rapidity, 
but  without  premeditation;  his  wit  is  easy  and  spontaneous; 
his  style  animated,  unembarrassed,  and  flowing ;  his  characters 
fidl  of  life  and  spirit,  and  never  overstrained  so  as  to  ''  o'erstep 
the  modesty  of  nature,"  though  they  sometimes,  from  haste  and 
carelessness,  seem  left  in  a  crude,  unfinished  state.  There  is  a 
constant  ebullition  of  gay,  laughing  invention,  cordial  good  hu- 
mour, and  fine  animal  spirits,  in  his  writings. 

Of  the  four  writers  here  classed  together,  we  should  perhaps 
have  courted  Congreve's  acquaintance  most,  for  his  wit  and  the 
elegance  of  his  manners ;  Wycherley's,  for  his  sense  and  obser- 
vation on  human  nature  ;  Yanbrugh's,  for  his  power  of  farcical 
description  and  telling  a  story ;  Farquhar's,  for  the  pleasure  of 
his  society,  and  the  love  of  good  fellowship.  His  fine  gentlemen 
are  not  gentlemen  of  fortune  and  fashion,  like  those  in  Congreve, 
but  are  rather  "  God  Almighty's  gentlemen."  His  valets  are 
good  fellows :  even  his  chambermaids  are,  some  of  them,  disin- 
terested and  sincere.  But  his  fine  ladies,  it  must  be  allowed,  are 
not  so  amiable,  so  witty,  or  accomplished,  as  those  in  Gongreve. 
Perhaps  they  both  described  women  in  high-life  as  they  found 
them :  Gongreve  took  their  conversation,  Farquhar  their  con- 
duct. In  the  way  of  fashionable  vice  and  petrifying  afilectation, 
there  is  nothing  to  come  up  to  his  Lady  Lurewell,  in  '  The  Trip 
to  the  Jubilee.'  She  by  mo  means  maizes  good  Mr.  Burke's 
courtly  and  chivalrous  observation,  that  the  evil  of  vice  consists 
principally  in  its  want  of  refinement ;  and  one  benefit  of  the 
dramatic  exhibition  of  such  characters  is,  that  they  overturn 
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false  maxims  of  morality,  and  settle  accounts  fairly  and  satisfac- 
torily between  theory  and  practice.  Her  lover,  Colonel  Stand- 
ard, is  indeed  an  awkward  incumbrance  upon  so  fine  a  lady  ]  it 
was  a  character  that  the  poet  did  not  like ;  and  he  has  merely 
sketched  him  in,  leaving  him  to  answer  for  himself  as  well  as  he 
could,  which  is  but  badly.  We  have  no  suspicion,  either  from 
his  conduct,  or  from  any  hint  dropped  by  accident,  that  he  is  the 
first  seducer  and  the  possessor  of  the  virgin  affections  of  Lady 
Lurewell.  The  double  transformation  of  his  virago  from  vice 
to  virtue,  and  from  virtue  to  vice  again,  her  plausible  pretensions 
and  artful  wiles,  her  violent  temper  and  dissolute  passions,  show 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  effects  both  of  nature  and  habit  in 
making  up  human  character.  Farquhar's  own  heedless  turn 
for  gallantry  would  be  likely  to  throw  him  upon  such  a  charac- 
ter ;  and  his  goodness  of  heart  and  sincerity  of  disposition  would 
teach  him  to  expo^  its  wanton  duplicity  and  gilded  rottenness. 
Lurewell  is  almost  as  abandoned  a  character  as  Olivia,  in  ^  The 
Plain  Dealer ;'  but  the  indignation  excited  against  her  is  of  a 
less  serious  and  tragic  cast.  Her  peevish  disgust  and  affected 
horror  at  everything  that  comes  near  her,  form  a  very  edifying 
picture.  Her  dissatisfaction  and  ennui  are  not  mere  airs  and 
graces  worn  for  fashion^s  sake,  but  are  real  and  tormenting  in- 
mates of  her  breast,  arising  from  a  surfeit  of  pleasure  and  the 
consciousness  of  guilt.  All  that  is  hateful  in  the  caprice,  ill 
humour,  spite,  kmUeur,  folly,  impudence,  and  affectation  of  the 
complete  woman  of  quality,  is  contained  in  the  scene  between 
her  and  her  servants  in  the  first  act.  The  depravity  would  he 
intolerable,  even  in  imagination,  if  the  weakness  were  not  ludi- 
crous in  th^  extreme.  It  shows,  in  the  highest  degree,  the 
power  of  circumstances  and  example  to  pervert  the  understand- 
ing, the  imagination,  and  even  the  senses.  The  manned  in 
which  the  character  of  the  gay,  wild,  free-hearted,  but  not  alto- 
gether profligate  or  unfeeling  Sir  Harry  Wildair,  is  played  off 
against  the  designing,  vindictive,  imperious,  uncontrollable,  and 
unreasonable  humours  of  Lurewell,  in  the  scene  where  she  tries 
to  convince  him  of  his  wife's  infidelity,  while  he  stops  his  ears 
to  her  pretended  proo&,  is  not  surpassed  in  modern  comedy.  I 
flihall  give  it  here  :-«- 
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WUdair,  Now,  dear  Madam,  I  have  secured  my  brother,  you  have  db» 
posed  of  the  Colonel,  and  we'll  rail  at  love  till  we  ha'n't  a  word  more  to 
•ay. 

hwreweU.  Ajj  Sir  Harry.  Please  to  sit  a  little,  Sir.  You  must  know 
Vm  in  a  strange  humour  of  asking  you  some  questions.  How  did  you  like 
yoor  Lady,  pray,  Sir  1 

wad.  Like  her!  Ha,  ha,  ha!  So  very  well,  faith,  that  for  hearYeiy 
sake  I'm  in  love  with  every  woman  I  meet 

iMre.    And  did  matrimony  please  you  extremely  7 

Wild.  So  very  much,  that  if  polygamy  were  allowed  I  would  have  a  new 
wifo  every  day. 

Lure.  Oh,  Sir  Hany !  this  is  raillexy.  But  your  serious  thoughts  upon 
the  matter,  pray. 

WUd.  Why  then.  Madam,  to  give  you  my  true  sentiments  of  wedlock : 
I  had  a  lady  that  I  married  by  chance — she  was  virtuous  by  chance — 
and  I  loved  her  by  great  chance.  Nature  gave  her  beauty,  education  an 
air ;  and  fortune  threw  a  young  fellow,  five-and-twenty,  in  her  lap.  I  court- 
ed  her  all  day,  loved  her  all  night;  she  was  my  mistress  one  day  and  my 
wife  another;  I  found  ^i  one  the  variety  of  a  thousand,  and  the  very  con- 
finement of  marriage  gave  me  the  pleasure  of  change. 

JUure.    And  she  was  very  virtuous. 

WiM.  Look  ye.  Madam,  you  know  she  was  beautiful.  She  had  good 
nature  about  her  mouth,  the  smile  of  beauty  in  her  cheeks,  sparkling  wit  in 
her  forehead,  and  sprightly  love  in  her  eyes. 

lALre.  Pshaw !  I  knew  her  very  well ;  the  woman  was  well  enough. 
But  you  don't  answer  my  question.  Sir. 

tfild.  So,  Madam,  as  I  told  you  before,  she  was  young  and  beautiful, 
I  was  rich  and  vigorous ;  my  estate  gave  a  lustre  to  my  love,  and  a  swing 
to  our  enjoyment ;  round,  like  the  ring  that  made  us  one,  our  golden  pleasures 
circled  without  end. 

lAire.  Golden  pleasures !  Golden  fiddlesticks  I  What  dfe  tell  me  of 
yonr  canting  stuff  1    Was  she  virtuous,  I  say  1 

WUd.  Ready  to  burst  with  envy ;  but  I  will  torment  thee  a  little  [AsideJ] 
8o,  MadallD,  I  powdered  to  please  her,  she  dressed  to  engage  me ;  we  toyed 
away  the  morning  in  amorous  nonsense,  lolled  away  the  evening  in  the 
park  or  the  playhouse,  and  all  the  night — ^hem ! 

Lwre.    Look  ye,  Sir,  answer  my  question,  or  I  shall  take  it  ill. 

WUd,  Then,  Madam,  there  was  never  such  a  pattern  of  unity.  Her 
wants  were  still  prevented  by  my  supplies;  my  own  heart  whispered  me 
her  desires,  'cause  she  herself  was  there ;  no  contention  ever  rose,  but  the 
dear  strife  of  who  should  most  oblige ;  no  noise  about  authority ;  for  neither 
Would  stoop  to  command,  'cause  both  thought  it  glory  to  obey. 

Jjwre.    Stuff!  stuff!  stuff!    I  won't  believe  a  word  on't. 

Wild.  Ha,  ha,  ha !  Then^  Madam,  we  never  felt  the  yoke  of  matrimo> 
ny,  because  our  inclinations  made  us  one — a  power  superior  to  the  forms  of 
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wedlock.  The  mamage  torch  had  lost  its  weaker  light  in  the  bright  flama 
of  mutual  loYe  that  joined  our  hearts  before ;  then — 

iMre.    Hold,'  hold,  Sir ;  I  cannot  bear  it,  Sir  Harry,  Fm  affronted. 

WUd.    Ha,  ha,  ha !    Affronted ! 

Lwre.  Yes,  Sir ;  'tis  an  affront  to  any  woman  to  hear  another  commend- 
ed, and  I  will  resent  it.    In  short,  Sir  Hany,  your  wife  was  a — 

WUd.  Buz,  Madam— ^no  detraction.  FU  tell  you  what  she  was.  So 
much  an  angel  in  her  conduct,  that  though  I  saw  another  in  her  arms,  I 
should  have  thought  the  devil  had  raised  the  phantom,  and  my  moro 
ooDflcious  reason  had  given  my  eyes  the  lie. 

iMre,  Very  well !  then  I  a'n't  to  be  believed,  it  seems.  But,  d^e  hear, 
Sir! 

WUd.  Nay,  Madam,  do  you  hear !  I  tell  you  'tis  not  in  the  power  of 
malice  to  cast  a  blot  upon  her  fame ;  and  though  the  vanity  of  our  sex,  and 
the  envy  of  yours,  conspired  both  against  her  honour,  I  would  not  hear  ft 
syllable.    [Stopping  his  ears.] 

Ldure.  Why  then,  as  I  hope  to  breathe,  you  shall  hear  it^  The  pio- 
ture !  the  picture !  the  picture !    [Bawling  aloud.] 

WUd.    Ran,  tan,  tan.    A  pistol-bullet  from  ear  to  ear. 

JLnre.  That  picture  which  you  had  just  now  from  the  French  Marquis 
for  a  thousand  pounds ;  that  very  picture  did  your  very  virtuous  wife  send 
to  the  Marquis  as  a  pledge  of  her  very  virtuous  and  djring  affection.  So 
that  you  are  both  robbed  of  your  honour  and  cheated  of  your  money. 
[Loud.\ 

WUd.    Louder,  louder,  Madam. 

L/wre.  I  tell  you.  Sir,  your  wife  was  a  jilt ;  I  know  it,  I'll  swear  it 
She  virtuous !  she  was  a  devil ! 

WUd.    [Sings.]    Tal,  al,  deral. 

Ijwre.  Was  ever  the  like  seen !.  He  won't  hear  me.  I  burst  with 
■udice,  and  now  he  won't  mind  me !    Won't  you  hear  me  yet  % 

WUd.    No,  no,  Madam ! 

Laure.  Nay,  then  I  can't  bear  it  [Bursts  ovt  a  crying.]  Sir,  I  must  say 
that  you're  an  unworthy  person,  to  use  a  woman  of  quality  at  this  rate^ 
when  she  has  her  heart  full  of  malice ;  I  don't  know  but  it  may  make  mo 
miscarry.  Sir,  I  say  again  and  again,  that  she  was  no  better  than  one  of 
us,  and  I  know  it ;  I  have  seen  it  with  my  eyes,  so  I  have. 

WUd.    Grood  heav'ns  deliver  me,  I  beseech  thee !    How  shall  I  'scape  t 

LMre.  Will  you  hear  me  yet  1  Dear  Sir  Hany,  do  but  hear  me ;  I'm 
longing  to  speak. 

WUd.    Oh !  I  have  it—Hush,  hush,  hush. 

Jjwre.    Eh  \  what's  the  matter  % 

WUd.    A  mouse  \  a  mouse !  a  mouse ! 

Jjwre.    Where  1  where  1  where? 

WUd.  Your  petticoats,  your  pettic-oats.  Madam.  [L/wreweU  shrieks  and 
nms.]    O  my  head !  I  was  never  worsted  by  a  woman  before.    But  I  havo 
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heard  bo  much  to  know  the  MarquiB  to  be  a  yillain.  [Knocking.]  Nay, 
then,  I  must  run  for't.  [Runs  ovt  and  reimms.]  The  entiy  is  stopped  by 
a  chair  coming  in ;  and  something  there  is  in  that  chair  that  I  will  discover, 
if  I  can  find  a  place  to  hide  myself.  [Qees  to  the.  closet  door.]  Fast  I  I  have 
keys  about  me  for  most  locks  about  St.  James's.  Let  me  see.  [  TVies  one 
key.]  No,  no ;  this  opens  my  Iiady  Planthom's  back-door.  [  TVies  anotkr 
er.]  Nor  this;  this  is  the  key  to  my  Lady  Stakeall's  garden.  [THesa 
third.]    Ajf  ay,  this  does  it,  faith.    [Goes  into  the  closet.] 

Thte  dialogue  between  Cherry  and  Archer,  in  '  The  Beaux' 
Stratagem/  in  which  she  repeats  her  well-conned  love  catechism, 
is  as  good  as  this,  but  not  so  fit  to  be  repeated  anywhere  but  on 
the  stage.  ^  The  Beaux*  Stratagem'  is  the  best  of  his  plays  as  a 
whole ;  infinitely  lively,  bustling,  and  full  of  point  and  interest. 

The  assumed  disguise  of  the  two  principal  characters.  Archer 
and  Aimwell,  is  a  perpetual  amusement  to  the  mind.  Scrub  is 
an  indispensable  appendage  to  a  country  gentleman's  kitchen, 
and  an  exquisite  confidant  for  the  secrets  of  young  iadiea  ^  The 
Recruiting  Officer'  is  not  one  of  Farquhar's  best  comedies, 
though  it  is  light  and  entertaining.  It  contains  chiefly  sketches 
and  hints  of  characters,  and  the  conclusion  of  the  plot  is  rather 
lame.  He  informs  us,  in  the  dedication  to  the  published  play, 
that  it  w^s  founded  on  some  local  and  personal  circumstances 
that  happened  in  Shropshire,  where  he  was  himself  a  recruiting 
officer ;  and  it  seems  not  unlikely  that  most  of  the  scenes  actual- 
ly took  place  at  the  foot  of  the  Wrekin.  'The  Inconstant'  is 
much  superior  to  it.  The  romantic  interest  and  impressive 
catastrophe  of  this  play,  I  thought,  had  been  borrowed  from  the 
more  poetical  and  tragedy-practised  muse  of  Beaumont  and 
Fletcher ;  but  I  find  they  are  taken  from  an  actual  circumstance 
which  took  place  in  the  author's  knowledge,  at  Paris.  His  other 
pieces,  *  Love  and  a  Bottle,'  and  « The  Twin  Rivals,'  are  not 
on  a  par  with  these,  and  no  longer  in  possession  of  the  stage. 
The  public  are,  after  all,  not  the  worst  judges.  Farquhar's 
*  Letters,'  prefixed  to  the  collection  of  his  plays,  are  lively,  good- 
humoured,  and  sensible,  and  contain,  among  other  things,  an  ad- 
mirable exposition  of  the  futility  of  the  dramatic  unities  of  time 
and  place. 

This  criticism  preceded  Dennis's  remarks  on  that  subject,  in 
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his  strictures  on  Mr.  Addison's  '  Cato/  and  completely  anticipates 
all  that  Dr.  Johnson  has  urged  so  unanswerably  on  the  subject 
in  his  preface  to  Shakspeare. 

We  may  date  the  decline  of  English  comedy  from  the  time 
of  Farquhar. 

For  this  several  causes  might  be  assigned  in  the  political  and 
moral  changes  of  the  times ;  but,  among  other  minor  ones,  Jere- 
my Collier,  in  his  *  View  of  the  English  Stage,*  frightened  the 
poets,  and  did  all  he  could  to  spoil  the  stage  by  pretending  to 
reform  it ;  that  is,  by  making  it  an  echo  of  the  pulpit,  instead 
of  a  reflection  of  the  manners  of  the  world.  He  complains  bit- 
terly of  the  profaneness  of  the  stage ;  and  is  for  fining  the  actors 
for  every  oath  they  utter,  to  put  an  end  to  the  practice ;  as  if 
common  swearing  had  been  an  invention  of  the  poets  and  stage- 
players.  He  cannot  endure  that  the  fine  gentlemen  drink,  and 
the  fine  ladies  intrigue,  in  the  scenes  of  Congreve  and  Wycher- 
ley,  when  things  so  contrary  to  law  and  gospel  happened  no- 
where else.  He  is  vehement  against  duelling,  as  a  barbarous 
custom,  of  which  the  example  is  suffered  with  impunity  no- 
where but  on  the  stage.  He  is  shocked  at  the  number  of  for- 
•  ti;nes  that  are  irreparably  ruined  by  the  vice  of  gaming  on  the 
boards  of  the  theatres.  He  seems  to  think  that  every  breach  of 
the  ten  commandments  begins  and  ends  there.  He  complains 
that  the  tame  husbands  of  his  time  are  laughed  at  on  the  stage, 
and  that  the  successful  gallants  triumph,  which  was  without 
precedent  either  in  the  city  or  the  court.  He  does  not  think  it 
enough  that  the  stage  "  shows  vice  its  own  image,  scorn  its  own 
feature,"  unless  they  are  damned  at  the  same  instant,  and  car- 
ried off  (like  Don  Juan)  by  real  devils  to  the  infernal  regions, 
before  the  faces  of  the  spectators.  It  seems  that  the  author  would 
have  been  contented  to  be  present  at  a  comedy  or  a  farce,  like  a 
Father  Inquisitor,  if  there  was  to  be  an  auto  dafe  at  the  end,  to 
burn  both  the  actors  and  the  poet  This  sour,  nonjuring  critic  has 
a  great  horror  and  repugnance  at  poor  human  nature  in  nearly 
all  its  shapes,  of  the  existence  of  which  he  appears  only  to  be 
aware  through  the  stage :  and  this  he  considers  as  the  only  ex- 
ception to  the  practice  of  piety,  and  the  performance  of  the  whole 
duty  of  man;  and  seems  fully  convinced,  that  if  this  nuisance 
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were  abated,  the  whole  world  would  be  regulated  according  to 
the  creed  and  the  catechism. — This  is  a  strange  blindness  and 
infatuation !  He  forgets,  in  his  over-heated  zeal,  two  things : 
First,  that  the  stage  must  be  copied  from  real  life,  that  the  man- 
ners represented  there  must  exist  elsewhere,  and  ^'  denpte  a  fore- 
gone conclusion,"  to  satisfy  common  sense. — Secondly,  that  the 
stage  cannot  shock  common  decency,  according  to  the  notions 
that  prevail  of  it  in  any  age  or  country,  because  the  exhibition  is 
public.  If  the  pulpit,  for  instance,  had  banished  all  vice  and 
imperfection  from  the  world,  as  our  critic  would  suppose,  we 
should  not  have  seen  the  offensive  reflection  of  them  on  the 
stage,  which  he  resents  as  an  affront  to  the  cloth,  and  an  outrage 
on  religion.  On  the  contrary,  with  such  a  sweeping  reforma- 
tion as  this  theory  implies,  the  office  of  the  preacher,  as  well  as 
of  the  player,  would  be  gone ;  and  if  the  common  peccadillos  of 
lying,  swearing,  intriguing,  fighting,  drinking,  gaming,  and 
other  such  obnoxious  dramatic  common-places,  were  once  fairly 
got  rid  of  in  reality,  neither  the  comic  poet  would  be  able  to 
laugh  at  them  on  the  stage,  nor  our  good-natured  author  to  con- 
sign them  over  to  damnation  elsewhere.  The  work  is,  however, 
written  with  ability,  and  did  much  mischief:  it  produced  those, 
do-me-good,  lack-a-daisical,  whining,  make-believe  comedies  in 
the  next  age,  (such  as  Steele's  ^  Conscious  Lovers,'  and  others,) 
which  are  enough  to  set  one  to  sleep,  and  where  the  author  tries 
in  vain  to  be  merry  and  wise  in  the  same  breath ;  in  which  the 
utmost  stretch  of  licentiousness  goes  no  farther  than  the  gallant's 
being  suspected  of  keeping  a  mistress,  and  the  highest  proof  of 
courage  is  given  in  his  refusing  to  accept  a  challenge. 

In  looking  into  the  old  editions  of  the  comedies  of  the  last  age, 
I  find  the  names  of  the  best  actors  of  those  times,  of  whom  scarce- 
ly any  record  is  left  but  in  CoUey  Gibber's  Life,  and  the  monu- 
ment to  Mrs.  Oldfield  in  Westminster  Abbey ;  which  Voltaire 
jreckons  among  the  proofs  of  the  liberality,  wisdom,  and  polite- 
ness of  the  English  nation : — 

^  Lei  no  rude  hand  deface  it^ 
And  its  forlorn  Mcjacet." 
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Authors  after  their  deaths  live  in  their  works :  j^layers  only  m 
their  epitaphs  and  the  breath  of  conunon  tradition.  They  "  die 
and  leave  the  world  no  copy."  Their  uncertain  popularity  is 
as  short-lived  as  it  is  dazzling,  and  in  a  few  years  nothing  is 
known  of  them  but  that  they  were. 
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LECTURE  V. 

On  the  Periodiftal  EsBayists. 
"  T%e  proper  etudy  of  mankind  it  num." 

I  NOW  come  to  speak  of  that  sort  of  writing  which  has  been  so 
successfully  cultivated  in  this  country  by  our  periodical  Essay- 
ists, and  which  consists  in  applying  the  talents  and  resources  of 
the  mind  to  all  that  mixed  mass  of  human  affairs,  which,  though 
not  included  under  the  head  of  any  regular  art,  science,  or  pro- 
fession, falls  under  the  cognizance  of  the  writer,  and  "  comes 
home  to  the  business  and  bosoms  of  men."  Quicquid  agunt 
homines  nostri  farrago  libelli,  is  the  general  motto  of  this  depart- 
ment of  literature.  It  does  not  treat  of  minerals  or  fossils,  of  the 
virtues  of  plants,  or  the  influence  of  planets ;  it  does  not  meddle 
with  forms  of  belief,  or  systems  of  philosophy,  nor  launch  into 
the  world  of  spiritual  existences ;  but  it  makes  familiar  with  the 
world  of  men  and  women,  records  their  actions,  assigns  their  mo- 
tives, exhibits  their  whims,  characterizes  their  pursuits  in  all 
their  singular  and  endless  variety,  ridicules  their  absurdities,  ex- 
poses their  inconsistencies,  '^  holds  the  mirror  up  to  nature,  and 
shows  the  very  age  and  body  of  the  time,  its  form  and  pressure ;" 
takes  minutes  of  our  dress,  air,  looks,  words,  thoughts,  and  ac- 
tions ;  shows  us  what  we  are,  and  what  we  are  not ;  plays  the 
whole  game  of  human  life  over  before  us,  and  by  making  4is 
enlightened  spectators  of  its  many-coloured  scenes,  enables  us 
(if  possible)  to  become  tolerably  reasonable  agents  in  the  one  in 
which  we  have  to  perform  a  part.  "  The  act  and  practic  part 
of  life  is  thus  made  the  mistress  of  our  theorique."  It  is  the  best 
and  most  natural  course  of  study.  It  is  in  morals  and  manners 
what  the  experimental  is  in  natural  philosophy,  as  opposed  to  the 
dogmatical  method.  It  does  not  deal  in  sweeping  clauses  of 
proscription  and  anathema,  but  in  nice  distinctions  and  liberal 
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constructions.  It  makes  up  its  general  accounts  from  details,  its 
few  theories  from  many  facts.  It  does  not  try  to  prove  all  bkck 
or  all  white  as  it  wishes,  but  lays  on  the  intermediate  colours 
(and  most  of  them  not  unpleasing  ones,)  as  it  finds  them  blended 
with  "  the  web  of  our  life,  which  is  of  a  mingled  yam,  good  and 
ill  together."  It  inquires  what  human  life  is  and  has  been,  to 
show  what  it  ought  to  be.  It  follows  it  into  courts  and  camps, 
into  town  and  country,  into  rustic  sports  or  learned  disputations, 
into  the  vaiious  shades  of  prejudice  or  ignorance,  of  refinement 
or  barbarism,  into  its  private  haunts  or  public  pageants,  into  its 
weaknesses  and  Uttlenesses,  its  professions  and  its  practices — ^be- 
fore it  pretends  to  distinguish  right  from  wrong,  or  one  thing 

from  another.     How,  indeed,  should  it  do  so  otherwise? 

« 

**  Cluid  sit  pulchrum,  quid  turpe,  quid  utile,  quid  non, 
Pleniufl  et  melius  Chrysippo  et  Crantore  dicit." 

The  writers  I  speak  of  are,  if  not  moral  philosophers,  moral  his- 
torians, and  that's  better ;  or  if  they  are  both,  they  found  the  one 
character  upon  the  other ;  their  premises  precede  their  conclu- 
sions ;  and  we  put  £uth  in  their  testimony,  for  we  know  that  it 
is  true. 

Montaigne  was  the  first  person  who  in  his  Essays  led  the  way 
to  this  kind  of  writing  among  the  modems.  The  great  merit 
of  Montaigne  then  was,  that  he  may  be  said  to  have  been  the 
first  who  had  the  courage  to  say  as  an  author  what  he  felt  as  a 
man.  And  as  courage  is  generally  the  effect  of  conscious 
strength,  he  was  probably  led  to  do  so  by  the  richness,  truth, 
and  force  of  his  own  observations  on  books  and  men.  He  was, 
in  the  tmest  sense,  aman  of  original  mind,  that  is,  he  had  the 
power  of  looking  at  things  for  himself,  or  as  they  really  were, 
instead  of  blindly  trusting  to,  and  fondly  repeating  what  others 
told  him  that  they  were.  He  got  rid  of  the  go-cart  of  prejudice 
and  affectation,  with  the  learned  lumber  that  follows  at  their 
heels,  because  he  could  do  without  them.  In  taking  up  his  pen 
he  did  not  set  up  for  a  philosopher,  wit,  orator,  or  moralist,  but 
he  became  all  these  by  merely  daring  to  tell  us  whatever  passed 
through  his  mind,  in  its  naked  simplicity  and  force,  that  he 
thought  anyways  worth  communicating.    He  did  not,  in  the 
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abstract  character  of  an  author,  undertake  to  say  all  that  could 
be  said  upon  a  subject,  but  what  in  his  capacity  as  an  inquirer 
after  truth  he  happened  to  know  about  it.  He  was  neither  a 
pedant  nor  a  bigot  He  neither  supposed  that  he  was  bound  to 
know  all  things,  nor  that  all  things  were  bound  to  conform  to 
what  he  had  fancied  or  would  have  them  to  be.  In  treating  of 
men  and  manners,  he  spoke  of  them  as  he  found  them,  not  ac- 
cording to  preconceived  notions  and  abstract  dogmas ;  and  he 
began  by  teaching  us  what  he  himself  was.  In  criticising  books 
he  did  not  compare  them  with  rules  and  systems,  but  told  us 
what  he  saw  to  like  or  dislike  in  them.  He  did  not  take  his 
standard  of  excellence  "according  to  an  exact  scale"  of  Aris- 
totle, or  fall  out  with  a  work  that  was  good  for  anything,  because 
"  not  one  of  the  angles  at  the  four  corners  was  a  right  one."  He 
was,  in  a  word,  the  first  author  who  was  not  a  book-maker,  and 
who  wrote,  not  to  make  converts  of  others  to  established  creeds 
and  prejudices,  but  to  satisfy  his  own  mind  of  the  truth  of  things. 
In  this  respect  we  know  not  which  to  be  most  charmed  with, 
the  author  or  the  man.  There  is  an  inexpressible  frankness  and 
sincerity,  as  well  as  power,  in  what  he  writes.  There  is  no  at- 
tempt at  imposition  or  concealment,  no  juggling  tricks  or  solemn 
mouthings,  no  laboured  attempts  at  proving  himself  always  in  the 
right,  and  everybody  else  in  the  wrong ;  he  says  what  is  upper- 
most, lays  open  what  floats  at  the  top  or  the  bottom  of  his  mind, 
and  deserves  Pope's  character  of  him,  where  he  professes  to 


" pouj  out  all  as  plain 

As  downright  Shippen,  or  as  old  Montaigne.''* 

He  does  not  converse  with  us  like  a  pedagogue  with  his  pupil, 
whom  he  wishes  to  make  as  great  a  blockhead  as  himself,  but 
like  a  philosopher  and  friend  who  has  passed  through  life  with 
thought  and  observation,  and  is  willing  to  enable  others  to  pass 
through  it  with  pleasure  and  profit  A  writer  of  this  stamp,  I 
confei^  appears  to  me  as  much  superior  to  a  common  book- 
worm as  a  library  of  real  books  is  superior  to  a  mere  book-case, 

*  Why  Pope  should  say  in  reference  to  him,  "  Or  more  wise  Gharron,'*  is 
Bol  easy  to  determine. 
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painted  and  lettered  on  the  outside  with  the  names  of  celebrated 
work&  As  he  was  the  first  to  attempt  this  new  way  of  writing, 
80  the  same  strong  natural  impulse  which  prompted  the  under- 
taking, carried  him  to  the  end  of  his  career.  The  same  force 
and  honesty  of  mind  which  urged  him  to  throw  off  the  shackles 
of  custom  and  prejudice,  would  enable  him  to  complete  his  tri- 
umph over  them.  He  has  left  little  for  his  successors  to  achieve 
in  the  way  of  just  and  original  speculation  on  human  life. 
Nearly  all  the  thinking  of  the  two  last  centuries  of  that  kind 
which  the  French  denominate  morale  observairice,  is  to  be  found 
in  Montaigne's  Essays :  there  is  a  germ,  at  least,  and  generally 
much  more.  He  sowed  the  seed  and  cleared  away  the  rubbish, 
even  where  others  have  reaped  the  fruit,  or  cultivated  and  deco- 
rated the  soil  to  a  greater  degree  of  nicety  and  perfection. 
There  is  no  one  to  whom  the  old  Latin  adage  is  more  applicable 
than  to  Montaigne,  "  Pereant  isti  qui  ante  nos  nostra  dixerutU," 
There  has  been  no  new  impulse  given  to  thought  since  his  time. 
Among  the  specimens  of  criticisms  on  authors  which  he  has 
left  us,  are  those  on  Virgil,  Ovid,  and  Boccaccio,  in  the  account 
of  books  which  he  thinks  worth  reading,  or  (which  is  the  same 
thing)  which  he  finds  he  can  read  in  his  old  age,  and  which 
may  be*  reckoned  among  the  few  criticisms  which  are  worth 
reading  at  any  age.* 

*  As  an  instance  of. his  general  power  of  reasoning,  I  shall  give  his  chap- 
ter entitled  One  Man^s  Profit  is  another's  Loss^  in  which  he  has  nearly  an- 
tidpated  MandeviUe's  celebrated  paradox  of  private  vices  being  public 
benefits : — 

**  Demades,  the  Athenian,  condemned  a  fellow-citizen,  who  furnished  out 
funerals,  for  demanding  too  great  a  price  for  his  goods ;  and  if  he  got  an 
estate,  it  must  be  by  the  death  of  a  great  many  people ;  but  I  think  it  a  sen- 
tence ill  grounded,  forasmuch  as  no  profit, can  be  made  but  at  the  expense 
of  some  other  person,  and  that  every  kind  of  gain  is  by  that  rule  liable  to  be 
condemned.  The  tradesman  thrives  by  the  debauchery  of  youth,  and  the 
farmer  by  the  deamess  of  corn ;  the  architect  by  the  ruin  of  buildings,  the 
officers  of  justice  by  quarrels  and  lawsuits ;  nay,  even  the  honour  and 
function  of  divines  is  owing  to  our  mortality  and  vices.  No  physician 
takes  pleasure  in  the  health  even  of  his  best  friends,  said  the  ancient 
Gireek  comedian,  nor  soldier  in  the  peace  of  liis  country ;  and  so  of  the 
rest.  And,  what  is  yet  worse,  let  every  one  but  examine  his  own  heart, 
audi  he  will  find  that  his  private  wishes  spring  and  grow  up  at  the  ex* 
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Montaigne's  Essays  were  translated  into  English  by  Charles 
Cotton,  who  was  one  of  the  wits  and  poets  of  the  age  of 
Charles  IL  ;  and  Lord  Haltfax,  one  of  the  noble  critics  of  that 
day,  declared  it  to  be  ''  the  book  in  the  world  he  was  the  best 
pleased  with."  This  mode  of  familiar  Essay  writing,  free  from 
the  trammels  of  the  schools  and  the  airs  of  professed  authorship, 
was  successfnlly  imitated,  about  the  same  time,  by  Cowley  and 
Sir  William  Temple  in  their  miscellaneous  Essays,  which  are 
very  agreeable  and  learned  talking  upon  paper.  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury, on  the  contrary,  who  aimed  at  the  same  easy,  degag6 
mode  of  communicating  his  thoughts  to  the  world,  has  quite 
spoiled  his  matter,  which  is  sometimes  valuable,  by  his  manner, 
in  which  he  carries  a  certain  flaunting,  flowery,  figurative, 
flirting  style  of  amicable  condescension  to  the  reader,  to  an 
excess  more  tantalising  than  the  most  starched  and  ridiculous 
formality  of  the  age  of  James  L  There  is  nothing  so  torment- 
ing as  the  affectation  of  ease  and  freedom  from  affectation. 

The  ice  being  thus  thawed,  and  the  barrier  that  kept  authors 
at  a  distance  from  common  sense  and  feeling  broken  through, 
the  transition  was  not  difficult  from  Montaigne  and  his  imitators 
to  our  Periodical  Essayists.  These  last  applied  the  same  unre- 
strained expression  of  their  thoughts  to  the  more  immediate  and 
passing  scenes  of  life,  to  temporary  and  local  matters ;  and  in 
order  to  discharge  the  invidious  office  of  Censor  Morum  more 
freely,  and  with  less  responsibility,  assumed  some  fictitious  and 
humorous  disguise,  which,  however,  in  a  degree,  corresponded  to 
their  own  peculiar  habits  and  character.  By  thus  concealing 
their  own  name  and  person  under  the  title  of  the  *  Tatler,' 

pense  of  some  other  person.  Upon  which  consideration  this  thought  came 
into  my  head,  that  nature  does  ^not  deviate  from  her  general  policy ;  for 
that  naturalists  hold  that  the  hirth,  nourishment,  and  increase  of  any  one 
thing  is  the  decay  and  corruption  of  another : — 

Ncmi  quodcunque  mis  mutatumfinilms  exit, 
ConttTiuo  hoc  mors  est  iUius,  quodjmt  ante, 

"  For  what  from  its  own  confines  chang'd  doth  pass. 
Is  straight  the  death  of  what  before  it  was." 

Vol,  I.  Glop.  zzi 
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<  Spectator,'  &c.,  they  were  enabled  to  inform  us  more  fully  of 
what  was  passing  in  the  world,  while  the  dramatic  contrast  and 
ironical  point  of  view  to  which  the  whole  is  subjected,  added  a 
greater  liveliness  and  piquancy  to  the  descriptions.  The  philo- 
sopher and  wit  here  commences  newsmonger,  makes  himself 
master  of  ^  the  perfect  spy  o'  th'  time,"  and  from  his  various 
walks  and  turns  through  life,  brings  home  little  curious  speci- 
mens of  the  humours,  opinions,  and  manners  of  his  contempora- 
ries, as  the  botanist  brings  home  di&rent  plants  and  weeds,  or  the 
mineralogist  different  shells  and  fossils,  to  illustrate  their  several 
theories,  and  be  useful  to  mankind. 

The  first  of  these  papers  that  was  attempted  in  this  country 
was  set  up  by  Steele  in  the  beginning  of  the  last  century ;  and 
of  all  our  periodical  Essayists,  the  *  Tatler*  (for  that  was  the 
name  he  assumed)  has  always  appeared  to  me  the  most  accom- 
plished and  agreeable.  Montaigne,  whom  I  have  proposed  to 
cpnsider  as  the  father  of  this  kind  of  personal  authorship  among 
the  modems,  in  which  the  reader  is  admitted  behind  the  curtain, 
and  sits  down  with  the  writer  in  his  gown  and  slippers,  was  a 
most  magnanimous  and  undisguised  egotist ;  but  Isaac  Bicker- 
staff,  Esq.,  was  the  more  disinterested  gossip  of  the  two.  The 
French  author  is  contented  to  describe  the  peculiarities  of  his 
own  mind  and  person,  which  he  does  with  a  most  copious  and 
unsparing  hand.  The  English  journalist  good-naturedly  lets 
you  into  the  secret  both  of  his  own  affairs  and  those  of  his 
neighbours.  A  young  lady,  on  the 'other  side  of  Temple  Bar, 
cannot  be  seen  at  her  glass  for  half  a  day  together,  but  Mr. 
Bickerstaff  takes  due  notice  of  it ;  and  he  has  the  first  intelligence 
of  the  symptoms  of  the  heUe  passion  appearing  in  any  young 
gentleman  at  the  west  end  of  the  town.  The  departures  and 
arrivals  o^  widows  with  handsome  jointures,  either  to  bury  their 
grief  ip  Jie  country,  or  to  procure  a  second  husband  in  town, 
are  regularly  recorded  in  his  pages.  He  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  celebrated  beauties  of  the  preceding  age  at  the  court 
of  Charles  II. ;  and  the  old  gentleman  (as  he  feigns  himself) 
oflen  grows  romantic  in  recounting  '^the  disastrous  strokes 
which  his  youth  suffered"  from  the  glances  of  their  bright  eyes, 
and  their  unaccountable  caprice&     In  particular  he  dwells  with  a 
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secret  satis&ction  on  the  recollection  of  one  of  his  mistresses,  who 
left  him  for  a  richer  rival,  and  whose  constant  reproach  to  her  hus- 
band, on  occasion  of  any  quarrel  between  them,  was  "  I,  that 
might  have  married  the  famous  Mr.  Bickerstaff,  to  be  treated  in 
this  manner  1"  The  club  at  the  Trumpet  consists  of  a  set  of 
persons  almost  as  well  worth  knowing  as  himself  The  cavalcade 
of  the  justice  of  the  peace,  the  knight  of  the  shire,  the  country 
squire,  and  the  young  gentleman,  his  nephew,  who  came  to  wait 
on  him  at  his  chambers,  in  such  form  and  ceremony,  seem  not  to 
have  setded  the  order  of  their  precedence  to  this  hour ;  and  I 
should  hope  that  the  upholsterer  and  his  companions,  who  used 
to  sun  themselves  in  the  Green  Park,  and  who  broke  their  rest 
and  fortunes  to  maintain  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  stand 
as  feLix  a  chance  for  immortality  as  some  modern  politicians. 
Mr.  Bickerstafif  himself  is  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar,  a  humor- 
ist and  a  man  of  the  world,  with  a  great  deal  of  nice  easy 
naivete  about  him.  If  he  walks  out  and  is  caught  in  a  shower 
of  rain,  he  makes  amends  for  this  unlucky  accident  by  a  criti- 
cism on  the  shower  in  Virgil,  and  concludes  with  a  burlesque 
copy  of  verses  on  a  city  shower.  He  entertains  us,  when  he 
dates  from  his  own  apartment,  with  a  quotation  from  Plutarch, 
or  a  moral  reflection ;  from  the  Grecian  coffee-house  with  poli- 
tics, and  from  Will's,  or  the  Temple,  with  the  poets  and  players, 
the  beaux  and  men  of  wit  and  pleasure  about  town.  In  read- 
ing the  pages  of  the  '  Tatler,'  we  seem  as  if  suddenly  carried 
back  to  the  age  of  Glueen  Anne,  of  toupees  and  full-bottomed 
periwig&  The  whole  appearance  of  our  dress  and  manners 
undergoes  a  delightful  metamorphosis.  We  are  surprised  with 
the  rustling  of  hoops,  and  the  glittering  of  paste  bucklea  The 
beaux  and  the  belles  are  of  a  quite  different  species  from  what 
they  are  at  present ;  we  distinguish  the  dappers,  the  si.  nrts,  and 
the  pretty  fellows,  as  they  pass  by  Mr.  Lilly's  shop-win.  nws  in 
the  Strand ;  we  are  introduced  to  Betterton  and  Mrs.  Oldfield 
behind  the  scenes ;  are  made  familiar  with  the  persons  and  per- 
formances of  Mr.  Penkethman  and  Mr.  Bullock ;  we  listen  to  a 
dispute  at  a  tavern  on  the  merits  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
or  Marshal  Turenne ;  or  are  present  at  the  first  rehearsal  of  a 
pky  by  Yanbrugh,  or  the  reading  of  a  new  poem  by  Mr.  Pope. 
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The  priviJege  of  thus  virtually  transporting  ourselves  to  past 
times,  is  even  greater  than  that  of  visiting  distant  places  in  re- 
ality. London  a  hundred  years  ago  would  be  much  better 
worth  seeing  than  Paris  at  the  present  moment. 

It  may  be  said,  that  all  this  is  to  be  found,  in  the  same  or  a 
greater  degree,  in  the  *  Spectator.'  For  myself,  I  do  not  think 
so ;  or,  at  least,  there  is  in  the  last  work  a  much  greater  propor- 
tion of  common-place  matter.  I  have  on  this  account,  always 
preferred  the  '  Tatler  •  to  the  '  Spectator.*  Whether  it  is  owing 
to  my  having  been  earlier  or  better  acquainted  with  the  one  than 
the  other,  my  pleasure  in  reading  these  two  admirable  works  is 
not  at  all  in  proportion  to  their  comparative  reputation.     The 

*  Tatler*  contains  only  half  the  number  of  volumes,  and,  I  will 
venture  to  say,  at  least  an  equal  quantity  of  sterling  wit  and 
sense.  "  The  first  sprightly  runnings"  are  there — ^it  has  more 
of  the  original  spirit,  more  of  the  freshness  and  stamp  of  nature. 
The  indications  of  character  and  strokes  of  humour  are  more 
true  and  frequent ;  the  reflections  that  suggest  themselves  arise 
more  from  the  occasion,  and  are  less  spun  out  into  regular  dis- 
sertations. They  are  more  like  the  remarks  which  occur  in 
sensible  conversation,  and  less  like  a  lecture.  Something  is  left 
to  the  understanding  of  the  reader.  Steele  seems  to  have  gone 
into  his  closet  chiefly  to  set  down  what  he  observed  out  of  doors. 
Addison  seems  to  have  spent  most  of  his  time  in  his  study,  and 
to  have  spun  out  and  wire-drawn  the  hints,  which  he  borrowed 
fiom  Steele,  or  took  from  nature,  to  the  utmost  I  am  far  from 
wishing  to  depreciate  Addison's  talents,  but  I  am  anxious  to  do 
justice  to  Steele,  who  was,  I  think,  upon  the  whole,  a  less  arti- 
ficial and  more  original  writer.  The  humorous  descriptions  of 
Steele  resemble  loose  sketches,  or  fragments  of  a  comedy ;  those 
of  Addison  are  rather  comments,  or  ingenious  paraphrases,  on 
the  genuine  text.     The  characters  of  the  club  not  only  in  the 

*  Tatler,*  but  in  the  *  Spectator,*  were  drawn  by  Steele.  That 
of  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley  is  among  the  number.  Addison  has, 
however,  gained  himself  immortal  honour  by  his  manner  of  filling 
up  this  last  character.  Who  is  there  that  can  forget,  or  be  insen- 
sible to,  the  inimitable,  nameless  graces,  and  varied  traits  of 
nature  and  of  old  English  character,  in  it — ^to  his  unpretending 
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virtues  and  amiable  weaknesses — to  his  modesty,  generosity,  hos- 
pitality, and  eccentric  whims — ^to  the  respect  of  his  neighbours, 
and  the  affection  of  his  domestics — to  his  wayward,  hopeless, 
secret  passion  for  his  fair  enemy,  the  widow,  in  which  there  is 
more  of  real  romance  and  true  delicacy  than  in  a  thousand  tales 
of  knight-errantry — (we  perceive  the  hectic  flush  of  his  cheek, 
the  faltering  of  his  tongue  in  speaking  of  her  bewitching  airs 
and  '^  the  whiteness  of  her  hand") — ^to  the  havoc  he  makes  among 
the  game  in  his  neighbourhood — to  his  speech  from  the  bench, 
to  show  the  '  Spectator'  what  is  thought  of  him  in  the  country — 
to  his  unwillingness  to  be  put  up  a£  a  sign-post,  and  his  having 
his  own  likeness  turned  into  the  Saracen's  head — to  his  gentle 
reproof  of  the  baggage  of  a  gipsy  that  tells  him  '^  he  has  a  widow 
in  his  line  of  life" — to  his  doubts  as  to  the  existence  of  witch- 
craft, and  protection  of  reputed  witches — to  his  account  of  the 
&mily  pictures,  and  his  choice  of  a  chaplain — ^to  his  falling 
asleep  at  church,  and  his  reproof  of  John  Williams,  as  soon  as 
he  recovered  from  his  nap,  for  talking  in  sermon-time.  The 
characters  of  Will  Wimble  and  Will  Honeycomb  are  not  a  whit 
behind  their  friend.  Sir  Roger,  in  delicacy  and  felicity.  The 
delightful  simplicity  and  good-humoured  officiousness  in  the  one 
are  set  off  by  the  graceful  affectation  and  courtly  pretension  in 
the  other.  How  long  since  I  first  became  acquainted  with  these 
two  characters  in  the  '  Spectator ! '  What  old-fashioned  friends 
they  seem,  and  yet  I  am  not  tired  of  them,  like  so  many  otl^er 
friends,  nor  they  of  me !  How  airy  these  abstractions  of  the 
poet's  pen  stream  over  the  dawn  of  our  acquaintance  with  human 
life !  how  they  glance  their  fairest  colours  on  the  prospect  before 
us  t  how  pure  they  remain  in  it  to  the  last,  like  the  rainbow  in 
the  evening  cloud,  which  the  rude  hand  of  time  can  neither  soil 
nor  dissipate !  What  a  pity  that  we  cannot  find  the  reality,  and 
yet  if  we  did,  the  dream  would  be  over.  I  once  thought  I  knew 
a  Will  Wimble,  and  a  Will  Honeycomb,  but  they  turned  out 
but  indifferently :  the  originals  in  the  'Spectator'  still  read  word 
for  word,  the  same  that  they  always  did.  We  have  only  to  torn 
to  the  page,  and  find  them  where  we  left  them ! — ^Many  of  the 
most  exquisite  pieces  in  the  '  Tatler,'  it  is  to  be  observed,  aie 
Addison's,  as  the  '  Court  of  Honour,'  and  the '  Personificatioii  of 
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Musical  Instruments,'  with  almost  all  those  papers  that  form 
regfular  sets  or  series.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  picture  of 
the  family  of  an  old  college  acquaintance,  in  the  '  Tatler,'  where 
the  children  run  to  let  Mr.  Bickersta^Tin  at  the  door,  and  where 
the  one  that  loses  the  race  that  way,  turns  back  to  tell  the 
father  that  he  is  come ;  with  the  nice  gradation  of  incredulity  in 
the  little  boy,  who  is  got  into  *  Guy  of  Warwick,'  and  the  'Seyen 
Champions,'  and  who  shakes  his  head  at  the  improbabihty  of 
^JEaop^s  Fables,'  is  Steele's  or  Addison's,  though  I  believe  it  be- 
longs to  the  former.*  The  account  of  the  two  sisters,  one  of 
whom  held  up  her  head  higher  than  ordinary,  from  having  on  a 
pair  of  flowered  garters,  and  that  of  the  married  lady  who  com- 
plained to  the  ^  Tatler'  of  the  neglect  of  her  husband,  with  her 
answers  to  some  home  questions  that  Were  put  to  her,  are  un- 
questionably Steele's.  If  the  'Tatler^  is  not  inferior  to  the 
*  Spectator'  as  a  record  of  manners  and  character,  it  is  very 
superior  to  it  in  the  interest  of  many  of  the  stories.  Several  of 
the  incidents  related  there  by  Steele  have  never  been  surpassed 
in  the  heart-rending  pathos  of  private  distress.  I  might  refer  to 
those  of  the  lover  and  his  mistress,  when  the  theatre,  in  which 
they  were,  caught  fire ;  of  the  bridegroom,  who  by  accident 
kills  his  bride  on  the  day  of  their  marriage ;  the  story  of  Mr. 
Eustace  and  his  wife ;  and  the  fine  dream  about  his  own  mis- 
tress when  a  youth.  What  has  given  its  superior  reputation  to 
the  '  Spectator,'  is  the  greater  gravity  of  its  pretensions,  its  moral 
dissertations  and  critical  reasonings,  by  which  I  confess  myself 
less  edified  than  by  other  things,  which  are  thought  more  lightly 
o£  Systems  and  opinions  change,  but  nature  is  always  true. 
It  is  tilie  extremely  moral  and  didactic  tone  of  the  'Spectator' 
which  makes  us  apt  to  think  of  Addison  (according  to  Mande- 

*  It  10  Steele's;  and  the  whole  paper  (No.  95,)  obeerves  Mr.  Leigh  Hunt, 
ig  in  hiB  most  delightfiil  maimer.  The  dream  about  the  miatress,  howeyer, 
is  given  to  Addison  by  the  editors,  and  the  general  style  of  that  number  is 
his ;  though,  from  the  story's  being  related  personally  of  Bickerstaff,  who  is 
abo  represented  as  having  been  at  that  time  in  the  army,  we  conclude 
it  to  have  originally  come  from  Steele,  perhaps  in  the  course  of  conveisar 
tion.    The  paztundair  iaddent  is  much  mate  like  a  story  of  his  than  of 
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ville's  sarcasm)  as  ^^  a  parson  in  a  tie-wig."  Many  of  his  moral 
Essays  are,  howeyer,  exquisitely  beautiful  and  happy.  Such 
are  the  reflections  on  cheerfulness,  those  in  Westminster  Abbey, 
on  the  Royal  Exchange,  and  particularly  some  very  afiecting 
ones  on  the  death  of  a  young  lady  in  the  fourth  volume.  These, 
it  must  be  allowed,  are  the  perfection  of  elegant  sermonising. 
His  critical  Essays  are  not  so  good.  I  prefer  Steele's  occasional 
selection  of  beautiful  poetical  passages,  without  any  affectation 
of  analysing  their  beauties,  to  Addison's  fine-spun  theories  The 
best  criticism  in  the  ^  Spectator,'  that  on  the  Cartoons  of  Raphael, 
of  which  Mr.  Fuseli  has  availed  himself  with  great  spirit  in  his 
Lectures,  is  by  Steele.*  I  owed  this  acknowledgment  to  a  wri- 
ter who  has  so  often  put  me  in  good  humour  with  myself,  and 
everything  about  me,  when  few  things  else  could,  and  when 
the  tomes  of  casuistry  and  ecclesiastical  history,  with  which  the 
little  duodecimo  volumes  of  the  '  Tatler'  were  overwhelmed  and 
surrounded,  in  the  only  library  to  which  I  had  access  when  a 
boy,  had  tried  their  tranquillising  effects  upon  me  in  vain.  I 
had  not  long  ago  in  my  hands,  by  favour  of  a  friend,  an  original 
copy  of  the  quarto  edition  of  the  '  Tatler,'  with  a  list  of  the  sub- 
acribers.  It  is  curious  to  see  some  names  there  which  we  should 
hardly  think  of  (that  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton  is  among  them,)  and 
also  to  observe  the  degree  of  interest  excited  by  those  of  the 
different  persons,  which  is  not  determined  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  Herald's  College.  One  literary  name  lasts  as  long  as  a 
whole  race  of  heroes  and  their  descendants !  The  '  Guardian,' 
which  followed  the  'Spectator,'  was,  as  may  be  supposed, 
inferior  to  it. 

The  dramatic  and  conversational  turn  which  forms  the  dis- 
tinguishing feature  and  greatest  charm  of  the  'Spectator'  and 
•  Tader,'  is  quite  lost  in  the  '  Rambler,'  by  Dr.  Johnson.  There 
18  no  reflected  light  thrown  on  human  life  from  an  assumed 
character,  nor  any  direct  one  from  a  display  of  the  author's  own. 
The  *  Tatler'  and  '  Spectator'  are,  as  it  were,  made  up  of  notes 

*  The  antithetical  style  and  yerbal  paiodoxes  which  Burke  was  so  fond 
of,  in  which  the  epithet  is  a  seeming  contradiction  to  the  substantive,  such  as 
'*prou<l  Bufamission"  and  *<  dignified  obedience/'  are,  I  think,  first  to  be 
tend  in  the 'Tatler.' 
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and  memoTandums  of  the  events  and  incidents  of  the  day,  with 
finished  studies  afler  nature,  and  characters  fresh  from  the  life, 
which  the  writer  moralises  upon,  and  turns  to  account  as  they 
come  hefore  him.  The  '  Rambler'  is  a  collection  of  moral  Es- 
says, or  scholastic  theses,  written  on  set  subjects,  and  of  which 
the  individual  characters  and  incidents  are  merely  artificial 
illustrations,  brought  in  to  give  a  pretended  relief  to  the  dryness 
of  didactic  discussion.  The  <  Rambler'  is  a  splendid  and  impo- 
sing common-place-book  of  general  topics,  and  rhetorical  decla- 
mation on  the  conduct  and  business  of  human  life.  In  this  sense, 
there  is  hardly  a  reflection  that  had  been  suggested  on  such 
subjects  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  this  celebrated  work,  and 
there  is,  perhaps,  hardly  a  reflection  to  be  found  in  it  which  had 
not  been  already  suggested  and  developed  by  some  other  author, 
or  in  the  common  course  of  conversation.  The  mass  of  intellec- 
tual wealth  here  heaped  together  is  immense,  but  it  is  rather  the 
result  of  gradual  accumulation,  the  produce  of  the  general  intel- 
lect, labouring  in  the  mine  of  knowledge  and  reflection,  than 
dug  out  of  the  quarry,  and  dragged  into  the  light  by  the  indus- 
try and  sagacity  of  a  single  mind.  I  am  not  here  saying  that  Dr. 
Johnson  was  a  man  without  originality,  <;pmpared  with  the  ordi- 
nary run  of  men's  minds,  but  he  was  not  a  man  of  original 
thought  or  genius,  in  the  sense  in  which  Montaigne  or  Lord 
Bacon  was.  He  opened  no  new  vein  of  precious  ore,  nor  did 
he  light  upon  any  single  pebbles  of  uncommon  size  and  unri- 
valled lustre.  We  seldom  meet  with  anything  to  '^  give  us 
pause ; "  he  does  not  set  us  thinking  for  the  first  time.  His 
reflections  present  themselves  like  reminiscences;  do  not  dis- 
turb the  ordinary  march  of  our  thoughts ;  arrest  our  attention 
by  the  stateliness  of  their  appearance,  and  the  costliness  of  their 
garb,  but  pass  on  and  mingle  with  the  throng  of  our  impres- 
aiona  After  closing  the  volumes  of  the  'Rambler,'  there  is 
nothing  that  we  remember  as  a  new  truth  gained  to  the  mind, 
nothing  indelibly  stamped  upon  the  memory ;  nor  is  there  any 
passage  that  we  wish  to  turn  to  as  embodying  any  known  prin- 
ciple or  observation,  with  such  force  and  beauty  that  justice  can 
only  be  done  to  the  idea  in  the  author's  own  words.  Such,  for 
instance,  are  many  of  *the  passages  to  be  found  in  Burke,  which 
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shine  by  their  own  light,  belong  to  no  class,  have  neither  equal 
nor  counterpart,  and  of  which  we  say  that  no  one  but  the  author 
could  have  written  them !  There  is  neither  the  same  boldness 
of  design  nor  mastery  of  execution  in  Johnson.  In  the  one,  the 
spark  of  genius  seems  to  have  met  with  its  congenial  matter ; 
the  shaft  is  sped :  the  forked  lightning  dresses  up  the  face  of 
nature  in  ghastly  smiles,  and  the  loud  thunder  rolls  far  away 
from  the  ruin  that  is  made.  Dr.  Johnson's  style,  on  the  contrary, 
resembles  rather  the  rumbling  of  mimic  thunder  at  one  of  our 
theatres ;  and  the  light  he  throws  upon  a  subject  is  like  the 
dazzling  effect  of  phosphorus,  or  an  ignis  fatuus  of  words. 
There  is  a  wide  difference,  however,  between  perfect  originality 
and  perfect  common-place :  neither  ideas  nor  expressions  are 
trite  or  vulgar  because  they  are  not  quite  new.  They  are  valu- 
able, and  ought  to  be  repeated,  if  they  have  not  become  quite 
common ;  and  Johnson's  style  both  of  reasoning  and  imagery  holds 
the  middle  rank  between  startling  novelty  and  vapid  common- 
place. Johnson  has  as  much  originality  of  thinking  as  Addison ; 
but  then  he  wants  his  familiarity  of  illustration,  knowledge  of 
character,  and  delightful  humour. — What  most  distinguishes 
Dr.  Johnson  from  other  writers,  is  the  pomp  and  uniformity  of 
his  styla  All  his  periods  are  cast  in  the  same  mould,  are  of 
the  same  size  and  shape,  and  consequently  have  little  fitness  to 
the  variety  of  things  he  professes  to  treat  of  His  subjects  are 
familiar,  but  the  author  is  always  upon  stilts.  He  has  neither 
ease  nor  simplicity,  and  his  efforts  at  playfulness,  in  part,  remind 
one  of  the  lines  in  Milton : — 


<» The  elephant 

To  make  them  sport  wreath'd  his  proboscis  lithe." 

His  ^  Letters  from  Correspondents,*  in  particular,  are  more  pom- 
pous and  unwieldly  than  what  he  writes  in  his  own  person. 
This  want  of  relaxation  and  variety  of  manner  has,  I  think, 
after  the  first  effects  of  novelty  and  surprise  were  over,  been 
prejudicial  to  the  matter.  It  takes  from  the  general  power,  not 
only  to  please,  but  to  instruct  The  monotony  of  style  produ- 
ces an  apparent  monotony  of  ideas.  What  is  really  striking^ 
imd  valuable,  is  lost  in  the  vain  ostentation  and  circumlocution 
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of  the  expression ;  for  when  we  find  the  same  pains  and  pomp 
of  diction  bestowed  upon  the  most  trifling  as  upon  the  most 
important  parts  of  a  sentence  or  discourse,  we  grow  tired  of 
distinguishing  between  pretension  and  reality,  and  are  disposed 
to  confound  the  tinsel  and  bombast  of  the  phraseology  with  want 
of  weight  in  the  thoughts.  Thus,  from  the  imposing  and  ora- 
cular nature  of  the  style,  people  are  tempted  at  first  to  imagine 
that  our  author's  speculations  are  all  wisdom  and  profundity : 
till  having  found  out  their  mistake  in  some  instances,  they  sup- 
pose that  there  is  nothing  but  common-place  in  them,  concealed 
under  verbiage  and  pedantry;  and  in  both  they  are  wrong. 
The  fault  of  Dr.  Johnson's  style  is,  that  it  reduces  all  things  to 
the  same  artificial  and  unmeaning  level.  It  destroys  all  shades 
of  difference,  the  association  between  words  and  things.  It  is  a 
perpetud  paradox  and  innovation.  He  condescends  to  the  fa- 
miliar till  we  are  ashamed  of  our  interest  in  it :  he  expands  the 
little  till  it  looks  big.  "  If  he  were  to  write  a  fable  of  little 
fishes,"  as  Goldsmith  said  of  him,  "  he  would  make  them  speak 
like  great  whales."  We  can  no  more  distinguish  the  most 
familiar  objects  in  his  descriptions  of  them,  than  we  can  a  well- 
known  face  under  a  huge  painted  mask.  .  The  structure  of  his 
sentences,  which  was  his  own  invention,  and  which  has  been 
generally  imitated  since  his  time,  is  a  species  of  rhyming  in 
prose,  where  one  clause  answers  to  another  in  measure  and 
quantity,  like  the  tagging  of  syllables  at  the  end  of  a  verse ;  the 
close  of  the  period  follows  as  mechanically  as  the  oscillation  of 
a  pendulum,  the  sense  is  balanced  with  the  sound ;  each  sen- 
tence, revolving  round  its  centre  of  gravity,  is  contained  within 
itself  like  a  couplet,  and  each  paragraph  forms  itself  into  a 
stanza.  Dr.  Johnson  is  also  a  complete  balance-master  in  the  top- 
ics of  morality.  He  never  encourages  hope,  but  he  counteracts  it 
by  fear ;  he  never  elicits  a  truth,  but  he  suggests  some  objection 
in  answer  to  it.  He  seizes  and  alternately  quits  the  clue  of 
reason,  lest  it  should  involve  him  in  the  labyrinths  of  endless 
error :  he  wants  confidence  in  himself  and  his  fellows.  He 
dares  not  trust  himself  with  the  immediate  impressions  of 
things,  for  fear  of  compromising  his  dignity;  or  follow  them 
into  their  consequences,  for  fear  of  committing  his  prejudices. 
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His  timidity  is  the  result,  not  of  ignorance,  but  of  morbid  ap- 
prehension. "  He  turns  the  great  circle,  and  is  still  at  home." 
No  advance  is  made  by  his  writings  in  any  sentiment,  or  mode 
of  reasoning.  Out  of  the  pale  of  established  authority  and  re- 
ceived dogmas,  all  is  sceptical,  loose,  and  desultory :  he  seems 
in  imagination  to  strengthen  the  dominion  of  prejudice,  as  he 
weakens  and  dissipates  that  of  reason ;  and  round  the  rock  of 
faith  and  power,  on  the  edge  of  which  he  slumbers  blindfold 
and  uneasy,  the  waves  and  billows  of  uncertain  and  dangerous 
opinion  roar  and  heave  for  evermore.  His  ''Rasselas '  is  the 
most  melancholy  and  debilitating  moral  speculation  that  ever 
was  put  forth.  Doubtful  of  the  faculties  of  his  mind,  as  of  his 
organs  of  vision,  Johnson  trusted  only  to  his  feelings  and  his 
fears.  He  cultivated  a  belief  in  witches  as  an  out-guard  to  the 
evidences  of  religion ;  and  abused  Milton,  and  patronised  Lau- 
der, in  spite  of  his  aversion  to  his  countrymen,  as  a  step  to  se- 
cure the  existing  establishment  in  church  and  state.  This  was 
neither  right  feeling  nor  sound  logic. 

The  most  triumphant  record  of  the  talents  and  character 
of  Johnson  is  to  be  found  in  Boswell's  life  of  him.  The  man 
was  superior  to  the  author.  When  he  threw  aside  his  pen, 
which  he  regarded  as  an  encumbrance,  he  became  not  only 
learned  and  thoughtful,  but  acute,  witty,  humorous,  natural, 
honest ;  hearty  and  determined,  "  the  king  of  good  fellows  and 
wale  of  old  men."  There  are  as  many  smart  repartees,  pro- 
found remarks,  and  keen  invectives  to  be  found  in  BoswelPs 
"  inventory  of  all  he  said,"  as  are  recorded  of  any  celebrated 
man.  The  life  and  dramatic  play  of  his  conversation  forms  a 
contrast  to  his  written  works.  His  natural  powers  and  undis- 
guised opiniops  were  called  out  in  convivial  intercourse.  In 
public,  he  practised  with  the  foils :  in  private,  he  unsheathed 
the  sword  of  controversy,  and  it  was  "  the  Ebro's  temper." 
The  eagerness  of  opposition  roused  him  from  his  natural  slug- 
gishness and  acquired  timidity;  he  returned  blow  for  blow; 
and  whether  the  trial  were  of  argument  or  wit,  none  of  his 
rivals  could  boast  much  of  the  encounter.  Burke  seems  to 
have  been  the  only  person  who  had  a  chance  with  him ;  and  it 
is  the  unpardonable  sin  of  BoswelPs  work,  that  he  has  purpose- 
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ly  omitted  their  combats  of  strength  and  skill.  Goldsmith  ask- 
ed, ''does  he  wind  into  a  subject  like  aserpent,  as  Burke  does?" 
And  when  exhausted  with  sickness,  he  himself  said,  ''  If  that 
fellow  Burke  were  here  now,  he  would  kill  me."  It  is  to  be 
observed,  that  Johnson's  colloquial  style  was  as  blunt,  direct, 
and  downright,  as  his  style  of  studied  composition  was  involved 
and  circuitous.  As  when  Topham,  Beauclerc,  and  Langton 
knocked  him  up  at  his  chambers  at  three  in  the  morning,  and 
he  came  to  the  door  with  the  poker  in  his  hand,  but  seeing 
them,  exclaimed,  "  What  I  is  it  you,  my  lads  1  then  I'll  have  a 
frisk  with  you !"  and  he  afterwards  reproaches  Langton,  who 
was  a  literary  milksop,  for  leaving  them  to  go  to  an  engagement 
"with  some  urMead  girls."  What  words  to  come  from  the 
mouth  of  the  great  moralist  and  lexicographer!  His  good 
deeds  were  as  many  as  his  good  sa3rings.  His  domestic  habits, 
his  tenderness  to  servants,  and  readiness  to  oblige  his  friends ; 
the  quantity  of  strong  tea  that  he  drank  to  keep  down  sad 
thoughts ;  his  many  labours  reluctantly  begun,  and  irresolutely 
laid  aside ;  his  honest  acknowledgment  of  his  own,  and  indul- 
gence to  the  weaknesses  of  others ;  his  throwing  himself  back 
in  the  post-chaise  with  Boswell,  and  saying,  "  Now  I  think  I 
am  a  good-himioured  fellow,"  though  nobody  thought  him  so, 
and  yet  he  was ;  his  quitting  the  society  of  Garrick  and  his 
actresses,  and  his  reason  for  it ;  his  dining  with  Wilkes,  and  his 
kindness  to  Goldsmith ;  his  sitting  with  the  young  ladies  on  his 
knee  at  the  Mitre,  to  give  them  good  advice,  in  which  situation, 
if  not  explained,  he  might  be  taken  for  Falstaif ;  and  last  and 
noblest,  his  carrying  the  unfortunate  victim  of  disease  and  dissi- 
pation on  his  back  up  through  Fleet  street  (an  act  which  realises 
the  parable  of  the  good  Samaritan) — all  these,  and  innumerable 
others,  endear  him  to  the  reader,  and  must  be  remembered  to 
his  lasting  honour.  He  had  faults,  but  they  lie  buried  with 
him.  He  had  his  prejudices  and  his  intolerant  feelings,  but  he 
suffered  enough  in  the  conflict  of  his  own  mind  with  them ;  for 
if  no  man  can  be  happy  in  the  free  exercise  of  his  reason,  no 
wise  man  can  be  happy  without  it.  His  were  not  time-serving, 
heartless,  hypocritical  prejudices ;  but  deep,  inwoven,  not  to  be 
rooted  out  but  with  life  and  hope,  which  he  found  from  old 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


122  ON  THE  PERIODICAL  ESSAYISTS.       [lecture  t. 

habit  necessary  to  his  own  peace  of  mind,  and  thought  so  to  the 
peace  of  mai^dnd.  I  do  not  hate,  but  love  him  for  them. 
They  were  between  himself  and  his  conscience,  and  should  be 
left  to  that  higher  tribunal 

'*  Where  they  in  trembling  hope  r^ptwe, 
The  boflom  of  his  father  and  his  Grod." 

In  a  word,  he  has  left  behind  him  few  wiser  or  better  men. 

The  herd  of  his  imitators  showed  what  he  was  by  their  dis- 
proportionate effects.  The  Periodical  Essayists  that  succeeded 
the  *  Rambler  *  are,  and  deserve  to  be,  little  read  at  present. 
*The  Adventurer,'  by  Hawksworth,  is  completely  trite  and 
vapid,  aping  all  the  faults  of  Johnson's  style,  without  anything 
to  atone  for  them.  The  sentences  are  often  absolutely  unmean- 
ing ;  and  one-half  of  each  might  regularly  be  left  blank.  '  The 
World,'  and  ^  Connoisseur,'  which  followed,  are  a  little  better ; 
and  in  the  last  of  these  there  is  one  good  idea,  that  of  a  man  in 
indifferent  hecd^  who  judges  of  every  one's  title  to  respect 
from  their  possession  of  this  blessing,  and  bows  to  a  sturdy  beg- 
gar with  sound  limbs  and  a  florid  complexion,  while  he  turns 
his  back  upon  a  lord  who  is  a  valetudinarian. 

Groldsmith's  *  Citizen  of  the  World,'  like  all  his  works,  bears 
the  stamp  of  the  author's  mind.  It  does  not  '^  go  about  to  cozen 
reputation  without  the  stamp  of  merit."  He  is  more  observing, 
more  original,  more  natural  and  picturesque  than  Johnson.  His 
work  is  written  on  the  model  of  the  '  Persian  Letters,'  and  con- 
trives to  give  an  abstracted  and  somewhat  perplexing  view  of 
things,  by  opposing  foreign  prepossessions  to  our  own,  and  thus 
stripping  objects  of  their  customary  disguises.  Whether  truth  is 
elicited  in  this  collision  of  contrary  absurdities,  I  do  not  know  ; 
but  I  confess  the  process  is  too  ambiguous  and  full  of  intricacy 
to  be  very  amusing  to  my  plain  understanding.  For  light  sum- 
mer reading  it  is  like  walking  in  a  garden  full  of  traps  and  pit- 
falls. It  necessarily  gives  rise  to  paradoxes,  and  there  are  some 
very  bold  ones  in  the  '  Essays,'  which  would  subject  an  author 
less  established  to  no  very  agreeable  sort  of  censura  literaria. 
Thus  the  Chinese  philosopher  exclaims  very  unadvisedly,  "  The 
bonzes  and  priests  of  all  religions  keep  up  superstition  and  im- 
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posture;  all  reformations  begin  with  the  laity."  Goldsmith, 
however,  was  staunch  in  his  practical  creed,  and  might  bolt 
speculative  extravagances  with  impunity.  There  is  a  striking 
difference  in  this  respect  between  him  and  Addison,  who,  if  he 
attacked  authority,  took  care  to  have  common  sense  on  his  side, 
and  never  hazarded  any  thing  offensive  to  the  feelings  of  others, 
or  on  the  strength  of  his  own  discretional  opinion.  There  is 
another  inconvenience  in  this  assumption  of  an  exotic  character 
and  tone  of  sentiment,  that  it  produces  an  inconsistency  between 
the  knowledge  which  the  individual  has  time  to  acquire  and 
which  the  author  is  bound  to  communicate.  Thus  the  Chinese 
has  not  been  in  England  three  days  before  he  is  acquainted  with 
the  characters  of  the  three  countries  which  compose  this  king- 
dom, and  describes  them  to  his  friend  at  Canton  by  extracts  from 
the  newspapers  of  each  metropolis.  The  nationality  of  Scotch- 
men is  thus  ridiculed : — 

Edinburgh. — ^We  are  positiye  when  we  say  that  Sanders  Macregor,  lately 
executed  for  horse-stealing,  is  not  a  native  of  Scotland,  but  bom  at  Car- 
rickfergus. 

Now  this  is  very  good ;  but  how  should  our  Chinese  philoso- 
pher find  it  out  by  instinct?  Beau  Tibbs,  a  prominent  character 
in  this  little  work,  is  the  best  comic. sketch  since  the  time  of  Ad- 
dison ;  unrivalled  in  his  finery,  his  vanity,  and  his  poverty. 

I  have  only  to  mention  the  names  of  the  '  Lounger '  and  the 
'  Mirror,'  which  are  ranked  by  the  author's  admirers  with  Sterne 
for  sentiment,  and  with  Addison  for  humour.  I  shall  not  enter 
into  that ;  but  I  know  that  the  story  of  '  La  Roche'  is  not  like 
the  story  of  ^  Le  Fevre,'  nor  one  hundredth  part  so  good.  Do  I 
say  this  from  prejudice  to  the  author  ?  No ;  for  I  have  read  his 
novels.  Of  *  The  Man  of  the  World '  I  cannot  think  so  favour- 
ably as  some  others ;  nor  shall  I  here  dwell  on  the  picturesque 
and  romantic  beauties  of  ^  Julia  de  Roubigne,'  the  early  favourite 
of  the  author  of  ^  Rosamond  Gray ;'  but  of  the  *  Man  of  Feeling ' 
I  would  speak  with  grateful  recollections ;  nor  is  it  possible  to 
forget  the  sensitive,  irresolute,  interesting  Harley ;  and  that  lone 
figure  of  Miss  Walton  in  it,  that  floats  in  the  horizon,  dim  and 
ethereal,  the  day-dream  of  her  lover's  youthful  fancy — ^better, 
&r  better,  than  all  the  realities  of  life !  r"         1 
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LECTURE  VI. 
On  the  English  Noveiiste. 

There  is  an  exclamation  in  one  of  Gray's  letters — "  Be  mine  to 
read  eternal  new  romances  of  Marivaux  and  Crebillon !"  If  I 
did  not  utter  a  similar  aspiration  at  the  conclusion  of  the  last 
new  novel  which  I  read  (I  would  not  g^ve  offence  by  being  more 
particular  as  to  the  name)  it  was  not  from  any  want  of  affection 
for  the  class  of  writing  to  which  it  belongs  ;  for  without  going 
so  far  as  the  celebrated  French  philosopher,  who  thought  that 
more  was  to  be  learnt  from  good  novels  and  romances  than  from 
the  gravest  treatises  on  history  and  morality,  yet  there  are  few 
works  to  which  I  am  oftener  tempted  to  turn  for  profit  or  delight, 
than  to  the  standard  productions  in  this  species  of  composition. 
We  find  there  a  close  imitation  of  men  and  manners ;  we  see 
the  very  web  and  texture  of  society  as  it  really  exists,  and  as  we 
meet  with  it  when  we  come  into  the  world.  If  poetry  has 
"  something  more  divine  in  it,"  this  savours  more  of  humanity. 
We  are  brought  acquainted  with  the  motives  and  characters  of 
mankind,  imbibe  our  notions  of  virtue  and  vice  from  practical 
examples,  and  are  taught  a  knowledge  of  the  world  through  the 
airy  medium  of  romance.  As  a  record  of  past  manners  and 
opinions,  too,  such  writings  afibrd  the  best  and  fullest  information. 
For  example,  I  should  be  at  a  loss  where  to  find  in  any  authen- 
tic documents  of  the  same  period  so  satisfactory  an  account  of 
the  general  state  of  society,  and  of  moral,  political,  and  religious 
feeling  in  the  reign  of  George  II.  as  we  meet  with  in  the  Ad- 
ventures of  Joseph  Andrews  and  his  friend  Mr.  Abraham  Adams. 
This  work,  indeed,  I  take  to  be  a  perfect  piece  of  statistics  in  its 
kind.  In  looking  into  any  regular  history  of  that  period,  into  a 
learned  and  eloquent  charge  to  a  grand  jury  or  the  clergy  of  a 
diocese  or  into  a  tract  on  controversial  divinity,  we  should  hear 
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only  of  the  ascendancy  of  the  Protestant  succession,  the  horrors 
of  Popery,  the  triumph  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  the  wisdom 
and  moderation  of  the  sovereign,  the  happiness  of  the  subject, 
and  the  flourishing  state  of  manufactures  and  commerce.  But 
if  we  really  wish  to  know  what  all  these  fine-sounding  names 
come  to,  we  cannot  do  better  than  turn  to  the  works  of  those 
who,  having  no  other  object  than  to  imitate  nature,  could  only 
hope  for  success  from  the  fidelity  of  their  pictures ;  and  were 
bound  (in  self-defence)  to  reduce  the  boasts  of  vague  theorists 
and  the  exaggerations  of  angry  disputants  to  the  mortifying 
standard  of  reality.  Extremes  are  said  to  meet ;  and  the  works 
of  imagination,  as  they  are  called,  sometimes  come  the  nearest  to 
truth  and  nature.  Fielding,  in  speaking  on  this  subject,  and 
vindicating  the  use  and  dignity  of  the  style  of  writing  in  which 
he  excelled  against  the  loftier  pretensions  of  professed  historians, 
says,  ^^  that  in  their  productions  nothing  is  true  but  the  names 
and  dates,  whereas  in  his  everything  is  true  but  the  names  and 
dates."     If  so,  he  has  the  advantage  on  his  side. 

I  will  here  confess,  however,  that  I  a/n  a  little  prejudiced  on 
the  point  in  question ;  and  that  the  effect  of  many  fine  specula- 
tions has  been  lost  upon  me,  from  an  early  familiarity  with  the 
most  striking  passages  in  the  work  to  which  I  have  just  alluded. 
Thus  nothing  can  be  more  captivating  than  the  description 
somewhere  given  by  Mr.  Burke  of  the  indissoluble  connexion 
between  learning  and  nobility,  and  of  the  respect  universally 
paid  by  wealth  to  piety  and  morals.  But  the  efiect  of  this  ideal 
representation  has  always  been  spoiled  by  my  recollection  of 
Parson  Adams  sitting  over  his  cup  of  ale  in  Sir  Thomas  Booby's 
kitchen.  Echard  *0n  the  Contempt  of  the  Clergy'  is,  in  like 
manner,  a  very  good  book,  and  ^'  worthy  of  all  acceptation ;"  but 
somehow  an  unlucky  impression  of  the  reality  of  Parson  Trul- 
liber  involuntarily  checks  the  emotions  of  respect  to  which  it 
might  otherwise  give  rise ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  lecture 
which  Lady  Booby  reads  to  Lawyer  Scout  on  the  immediate 
expulsion  of  Joseph  and  Fanny  from  the  parish,  casts  no  very 
&vourabie  light  on  the  flattering  accounts  of  our  practical  juris- 
prudence which  are  to  be  found  in  Blackstone  or  De  Lolme. 
The  most  moral  writers,  after  all,  are  those  who  do  not  pretend 
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to  inculcate  any  moral.  The  professed  moralist  almost  unavoid- 
ably degenerates  into  the  partisan  of  a  system ;  and  the  philoso- 
pher is  too  apt  to  warp  the  evidence  to  his  own  purpose.  But 
the  painter  of  manners  gives  the  facts  of  human  nature,  and 
leaves  us  to  draw  the  inference ;  if  we  are  not  able  to  do  this,  or 
do  it  ill,  at  least  it  is  our  own  fault. 

The  first*rate  writers  in  this  class,  of  course,  are  few ;  but  those 
few  we  may  reckon  among  the  greatest  ornaments  and  best  ben- 
e&ctors  of  our  kind.  There  is  a  certain  set  of  them  who,  as  it 
were,  take  their  rank  by  the  side  of  reality,  and  are  appealed  to 
as  evidence  on  all  questions  concerning  human  nature.  The 
principal  of  these  are  Cervantes  and  Le  Sage,  who  may  be  con- 
sidered as  having  been  naturalised  among  ourselves ;  and,  of 
native  English  growth.  Fielding,  Smollett,  Richardson,  and 
Sterne.*  As  this  is  a  department  of  criticism  which  deserves 
more  attention  than  has  been  usually  bestowed  upon  it,  I  shaU 
here  venture  to  recur  (not  from  choice  but  necessity)  to  what  I 
have  said  upon  it  in  a  well-known  periodical  publication  ;t  and 
endeavour  to  contribute  my  mite  towards  settling  the  standard 
of  excellence,  both  as  to  degree  and  kind,  in  these  several 
writers. 

I  shall  begin  with  the  history  of  the  renowned  '  Don  Ctuixote 
de  la  Mancha,'  who  presents  something  more  stately,  more  ro- 
mantic, and  at  the  same  time  more  real  to  the  imagination,  than 
any  other  hero  upon  record.  His  lineaments,  his  accoutrements, 
his  pasteboard  vizor,  are  familiar  to  us ;  and  Mambrino*s  helmet 
still  glitters  in  the  sun !  We  not  only  feel  the  greatest  love  and 
veneration  for  the  knight  himself,  but  a  certain  respect  for  all 
those  connected  with  him,  the  curate  and  Master  Nicolas  the 
barber,  Sancho  and  Dapple,  and  even  for  Rosinante's  leanness 
and  his  errors. — ^Perhaps  there  is  no  work  which  combines  so 
much  whimsical  invention  with  such  an  air  of  truth.  Its  popu- 
larity is  almost  unequalled ;  and  yet  its  merits  have  not  been 

*  It  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  author  of  ^  Robinson  Crusoe '  was  also 
an  Elnglishman.  His  other  works,  such  as  the  ^  life  of  Colonel  Jack/  dec, 
are  of  the  same  cast,  and  leave  an  impression  on  the  mind  more  like  that 
of  things  than  words. 

t  The  *  Edinburgh  Review.' 
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sufficiently  understood.  The  story  is  the  least  part  of  them ; 
though  the  blunders  of  Sancho,  and  the  unlucky  adventures  of 
his  master,  are  what  naturally  catch  the  attention  of  the  majori- 
ty of  readers.  The  pathos  and  dignity  of  the  sentiments  are  of- 
ten disguised  under  the  ludicrousness  of  the  subject,  and  provoke 
laughter  when  they  might  well  draw  tears.  The  character  of 
Don  Ctuixote  himself  is  one  of  the  roost  perfect  disinterestedness. 
He  is  an  enthusiast  of  the  most  amiable  kind ;  of  a  nature  equally  . 
open,  gentle,  and  generous ;  a  lover  of  truth  and  justice ;  and 
one  who  had  brooded  over  the  fine  dreams  of  chivalry  and  ro- 
mance, till  they  had  robbed  him  of  himself,  and  cheated  his 
brain  into  a  belief  of  their  reality.  There  cannot  be  a  greater 
mistake  than  to  consider  'Don  Cluixote'  as  a  merely  satirical 
work,  or  as  a  vulgar  attempt  to  explode  ''  the  long-forgotten  or- 
der of  chivalry."  There  could  be  no  need  to  explode  what  no 
longer  existed.  Besides,  Cervantes  himself  was  a  man  of  the 
most  sanguine  and  enthusiastic  temperament ;  and  even  through 
the  crazed  and  battered  figure  of  the  knight,  the  spirit  of  chivalry 
shines  out  with  undiminished  lustre ;  as  if  the  author  had  half- 
designed  to  revive  the  examples  of  past  ages,  and  once  more 
"  witch  the  world  with  noble  horsemanship."  Oh !  if  ever  the 
mouldering  flame  of  Spanish  liberty  is  destined  to  break  forth, 
wrapping  the  tyrant  and  the  tyranny  in  one  consuming  blaze, 
that  the  spark  of  generous  sentiment  and  romantic  enterprise, 
from  which  it  must  be  kindled,  has  not  been  quite  extinguished, 
will  perhaps  be  owing  to  thee,  Cervantes,  and  to  thy  'Don 
Ctuixote  P 

The  character  of  Sancho  is  not  more  admirable  in  itself,  than 
as  a  relief  to  that  of  the  knight.  The  contrast  is  as  picturesque 
and  striking  as  that  between  the  figures  of  Rosinante  and  Dap- 
ple. Never  was  there  so  complete  a  partie  qua/rree : — ^they  an- 
swer to  one  another  at  all  points.  Nothing  need  surpass  the 
truth  of  physiognomy  in  the  description  of  the  master  and  man, 
both  as  to  body  and  mind ;  the  one  lean  and  tall,  the  other  round 
and  short ;  the  one  heroical  and  courteous,  the  other  selfish  and 
servile ;  the  one  full  of  high-flown  fancies,  the  other  a  bag  of 
proverbs ;  the  one  always  starting  some  romantic  scheme,  the 
other  trying  to  keep  to  the  safe  side  of  custom  and  tradition. 
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The  gradual  ascendancy,  however,  olJtained  by  Don  Ctuixote 
over  Sancho,  is  as  finely  managed  as  it  is  characteristic.  Cre- 
dulity and  a  love  of  the  marvellous  are  as  natural  to  ignorance 
as  selfishness  and  cunning.  Sancho  by  degrees  becomes  a  kind 
of  lay-brother  of  the  order ;  acquires  a  taste  for  adventures  in  his 
own  way,  and  is  made  all  but  an  entire  convert  by  the  discovery 
of  the  hundred  crowns  in  one  of  his  most  comfortless  journeys. 
Towards  the  end,  his  regret  at  being  forced  to  give  up  the  pur- 
suit of  knight-errantry,  almost  equals  his  master's ;  and  he  seizes 
the  proposal  of  Don  Quixote  for  them  to  turn  shepherds  with 
the  greatest  avidity — still  applying  it  in  his  own  fashion ;  for 
while  the  Don  is  ingeniously  torturing  the  names  of  his  humble 
acquaintance  into  classical  terminations,  and  contriving  scenes 
of  gallantry  and  song,  Sancho  exclaims,  'Oh,  what  delicate 
wooden  spoons  shall  I  carve !  what  crumbs  and  cream  shall  I 
devour!" — ^forgetting,  in  his  milk  and  fruits,  the  pullets  and 
geese  at  Camacho's  wedding. 

This  intuitive  perception  of  the  hidden  analogies  of  things,  or, 
as  it  may  be  called,  this  instinct  of  the  imagiyiation^  is,  perhaps, 
what  stamps  the  character  of  genius  on  the  productions  of  art 
more  than  any  other  circumstance :  for  it  works  unconsciously, 
like  nature,  and  receives  its  impressions  from  a  kind  of  inspira- 
tion. There  is  as  much  of  this  indistinct  keeping  and  involun- 
tary unity  of  purpose  in  Cervantes  as  in  any  author  whatever. 
Something  of  the  same  unsettled,  rambling  humour  extends 
itself  to  all  the  subordinate  parts  and  characters  of  the  work. 
Thus  we  find  the  curate  confidentially  informing  Don  Quixote, 
that  if  he  could  get  the  ear  of  the  government  he  has  something 
of  considerable  importance  to  propose  for  the  good  of  the  state ; 
and  our  adventurer  afterwards  (in  the  course  of  his  peregrina- 
tions) meets  with  a  young  gentleman  who  is  a  candidate  for 
poetical  honours,  with  a  mad  lover,  a  forsaken  damsel,  a  Ma- 
hometan lady  converted  to  the  Christian  faith,  &c. — all  delineat- 
ed with  the  same  truth,  wildness,  and  delicacy  of  fancy.  The 
whole  work  breathes  that  air  of  romance,  that  aspiration  after 
imaginary  good,  that  indescribable  longing  after  something 
more  than  we  possess,  that  in  all  places  and  in  all  conditions  of 
life, 
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-  ftill  prompts  the  eternal  sigh, 


For  which  we  wish  to  live,  or  dare  to  die !" 

The  leading  characters  in  *Don  Ctuixote*  are  strictly  individuals ; 
that  is,  they  do  not  so  much  helong  to,  as  form  a  class  by  them- 
selves. In  other  words,  the  actions  and  manners  of  the  chief 
dramatis  persona  do  not  arise  out  of  the  actions  and  manners  of 
those  around  them,  or  the  situation  of  life  in  which  they  are 
placed,  but  out  of  the  peculiar  dispositions  of  the  persons  them- 
selves, operated  upon  by  certain  impulses  of  caprice  and  ac- 
cident. Yet  these  impulses  are  so  true  to  nature,  and  their 
operation  so  exactly  described,  that  we  not  only  recognise  the 
fidelity  of  the  representation,  but  recognise  it  with  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  novelty  superadded.  They  are  in  the  best  sense 
originals,  namely,  in  the  sense  in  which  nature  has  her  originals. 
They  are  unlike  anything  we  have  seen  before — ^may  be  said  to 
be  purely  ideal ;  and  yet  identify  themselves  more  readily  with 
our  imagination,  and  are  retained  more  strongly  in  memory, 
than  perhaps  any  others :  they  are  never  lost  in  the  crowd.  One 
test  of  the  truth  of  this  ideal  painting  is  the  number  of  allusions 
which  *Don  Quixote'  has  furnished  to  the  whole  of  civilised 
Europe ;  that  is  to  say,  of  appropriate  cases  and  striking  illus- 
trations of  the  universal  principles  of  our  nature.  The  detached 
incidents  and  occasional  descriptions  of  human  life  are  more  fa- 
miliar and  obvious ;  so  that  we  have  nearly  the  same  insight 
here  given  us  into  the  characters  of  innkeepers,  bar-maids,  ost- 
lers, and  puppet-show  men,  that  we  have  in  Fielding.  There  is 
a  much  greater  mixture,  however,  of  the  pathetic  and  sentimental 
with  the  quaint  and  humorous,  than  there  ever  is  in  Fielding. 
I  might  instance  the  story  of  the  countryman  whom  Don  Quix- 
ote and  Sancho  met  in  their  doubtful  search  after  Dulcinea, 
driving  his  mules  to  plough  at  break  of  day,  and  "  singing  the 
ancient  ballad  of  Roncesvalles !"  The  episodes,  which  are  fre- 
quently introduced,  are  excellent,  but  have,  upon  the  whole, 
been  overrated.  They  derive  their  interest  from  their  connexion 
with  the  main  story.  We  are  so  pleased  with  that,  that  we  are 
disposed  to  receive  pleasure  from  everything  else.  Compared, 
for  instance,  with  the  serious  tales  in  Boccaccio,  they  are  slight 
10 
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and  somewhat  superficial.  That  Marcella,  the  fair  shepherdess, 
is,  I  think,  the  best.  I  shall  only  add,  that '  Don  Quixote '  was, 
at  the  time  it  was  published,  an  entirely  original  work  in  its 
kind,  and  that  the  author  claims  the  highest  honour  which  can 
belong  to  one,  that  of  being  the  inventor  of  a  new  style  of  wri- 
ting. I  have  never  read  his  ^  Galatea,'  nor  his  *  Loves  of  Persiles 
and  Sigismunda,'  though  I  have  often  meant  to  do  it,  and  I  hope 
to  do  so  yet.  Perhaps  there  is  a  reason  lurking  at  the  bottom  of 
this  dilatoriness :  I  am  quite  sure  the  reading  of  these  works 
could  not  make  me  think  higher  of  the  author  of '  Don  Ctuixote,' 
and  it  might,  for  a  moment  or  two,  make  me  think  less. 

There  is  another  Spanish  novel,  ^Guzman  d'Alfarache,'  near- 
ly of  the  same  age  as  *  Don  Quixote,'  and  of  great  genius,  though 
it  can  hardly  be  ranked  as  a  novel  or  a  work  of  imagination.  It 
is  a  series  of  strange,  unconnected  adventures,  rather  drily  told, 
but  accompanied  by  the  most  severe  and  sarcastic  commentary. 
The  satire,  the  wit,  the  eloquence,  and  reasoning,  are  of  the  most 
potent  kind :  but  they  are  didactic  rather  than  dramatic.  They 
would  suit  a  homily  or  a  pasquinade  as  well  or  better  than  a  ro- 
mance. Still  there  are  in  this  extraordinary  book  occasional 
sketches  of  character  and  humorous  descriptions,  to  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  produce  anything  superior.  This  work, 
which  is  hardly  known  in  this  country  except  by  name,  has  the 
credit,  without  any  reason,  of  being  il:*^  original  of  ^  Gil  Bias.' 
There  is  one  incident  the  same,  that  of  the  unsavoury  ragout, 
which  is  serve*!  up  for  supper  at  the  inn.  In  all  other  respects 
these  two  works  are  the  very  reverse  of  each  other,  both  in  their 
excellences  and  defects. — ^  Lazarillo  de  Tormes'  has  been  more 
read  than  the  ^  Spanish  Rogue,'  and  is  a  work  more  readable,  on 
this  account  among  others,  that  it  is  contained  in  a  duodecimo 
instead  of  a  folio  volume.  This,  however,  is  long  enough,  con- 
sidering that  it  treats  of  only  one  subject,  that  of  eating,  or  rather 
the  possibility  of  living  without  eating.  Famine  is  here  framed 
into  an  art,  and  feasting  is  banished  far  hence.  The  hero's 
time  and  thoughts  are  taken  up  in  a  thousand  shifts  to  procure  a 
dinner ;  and  that  failing,  in  tampering  with  his  stomach  till  sup- 
per time,  when  being  forced  to  go  supperless  to  bed,  he  comforts 
himself  with  the  hopes  of  a  breakfast  the  next  morning,  of 
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which  being  again  disappointed,  he  reserves  his  appetite  for  a 
luncheon,  and  then  has  to  stave  it  off  again  by  some  meagre 
excuse  or  other  till  dinner ;  and  so  on,  by  a  perpetual  adjourn- 
ment of  this  necessary  process,  through  the  four-«nd-twenty  houn 
round.  The  quantity  of  food  proper  to  keep  body  and  soul  to- 
gether is  reduced  to  a  minimvM  ;  and  the  most  uninviting  mor- 
sels with  which  Lazarillo  meets  once  a  week  as  a  God's-send, 
are  pampered  into  the  most  sumptuous  fare  by  a  long  course  of 
inanition.  The  scene  of  this  novel  could  be  laid  nowhere  so 
properly  as  in  Spain,  that  land  of  priestcraft  and  poverty,  where 
hunger  seems  to  be  the  ruling  passion,  and  starving  the  order 
of  the  day. 

'  Gil  Bias '  has,  next  to  *  Don  Cluixote,'  been  more  generally 
read  and  admired  than  any  other  novel ;  and  in  one  sense  de- 
servedly so :  for  it  is  at  the  head  of  its  class,  though  that  class  is 
very  different  from,  and  T  should  say  inferior  to  the  other. 
There  is  little  individual  character  in  *  Gil  Bias.'  The  author 
is' a  describer  of  manners,  and  not  of  character.  He  does  not 
take  the  elements  of  human  nature,  and  work  them  up  into  new 
combinations  (which  is  the  excellence  of  ^Don  Quixote;')  nor 
trace  the  peculiar  shifting  shades  of  folly  and  knavery  as  they 
are  to  be  found  in  real  life  (like  Fielding:)  but  he  takes  off,  as 
it  were,  the  general,  habitual  impression  which  circumstances 
make  on  certain  conditions  of  life,  and  moulds  all  his  characters  ' 
accordingly.  All  the  persons  whom  he  introduces  carry  about 
with  them  the  badge  of  their  profession,  and  you  see  little  more 
of  them  than  their  costume.  He  describes  men  as  belonging  to 
distinct  classes  in  society;  not  as  they  are  in  themselves,  or  with 
the  individual  differences  which  are  always  to  be  discovered  in 
nature.'  His  hero,  in  particular,  has  no  character  but  that  of  the 
successive  circumstances  in  which  he  is  placed.  His  priests  are 
only  described  as  priests :  his  valets,  his  players,  his  women,  his 
courtiers  and  his  sharpers,  are  all  alike.  Nothing  can  weU  ex- 
ceed the  monotony  of  the  work  in  this  respect : — at  the  same 
time  that  nothing  can  exceed  the  truth  and  precision  with  which 
the  general  manners  of  these  different  characters  are  preserved, 
nor  the  felicity  of  the  particular  traits  by  which  their  common 
foibles  are  brought  out.    Thus  the  Archbishop  of  Grenada  will 
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xemain  an  eyerlasting  memento  of  the  weakness  of  human  van- 
ity ;  and  the  account  of  Gil  Bias'  legacy,  of  the  uncertainty  of 
Imnan  expectations.  This  novel  t|s  also  deficient  in  the  fable 
as  well  as  in  the  characters.  It  is  not  a  regularly  constructed 
story  'j  but  a  series  of  amusing  adventures  told  with  equal  gaiety 
and  good  sense,  and  in  the  most  graceful  style  imaginable. 

It  has  been  usual  to  class  our  own  great  novelists  as  imitators 
of  one  or  other  of  these  two  writers.  Fielding,  no  doubt,  is  more 
like  *Don  Quixote'  than  'Gil  Bias;'  Smollett  is  more  like  'Gil 
Bias'  than  '  Don  Quixote ;'  but  there  is  not  much  resemblance 
in  either  case.  Sterne's  '  Tristram  Shandy'  is  a  more  direct  in- 
stance of  imitation.  Richardson  can  scarcely  be  called  an  imi- 
tator of  any  one ;  or  if  he  is,  it  is  of  the  sentimental  refinement 
of  Marivaux,  or  of  the  verbose  gallantry  of  the  writers  of  the 
seventeenth  century. 

There  is  very  little  to  warrant  the  common  idea  that  Fielding 
was  an  imitator  of  Cervantes,  except  his  own  declaration  of  such 
an  intention  in  the  title-page  of  '  Joseph  Andrews,'  the  roman- 
tic turn  of  the  character  of  Parson  Adams  (the  only  romantic 
character  in  his  works,)  and  the  proverbial  humour  of  Partridge, 
which  is  kept  up  only  for  a  few  pages.  Fielding's  novels  are, 
in  general,  thoroughly  his  own ;  and  they  are  thoroughly  Eng- 
lish. What  they  are  most  remarkable  for,  is  neither  sentiment, 
nor  imagination,  nor  wit,  nor  even  humour,  though  there  is  an  im- 
mense deal  of  this  last  quality ;  but  profound  knowledge  of  human 
nature,  at  least  of  English  nature,  and  masterly  pictures  of  the 
diaracters  of  men  as  he  saw  them  existing.  This  quality  distin- 
guishes all  his  works,  and  is  shown  almost  equally  in  all  of  them. 
As  a  painter  of  real  life,  he  was  equal  to  Hogarth ;  as  a  mere  ob« 
sarver  of  human  nature,  he  was  little  inferior  to  Shakspeare, 
though  without  any  of  the  genius  and  poetical  qualities  of  his  mind. 
His  humour  is  less  rich  and  laughable  than  Smollett's ;  his  wit 
as  often  misses  as  hits ;  he  has  none  of  the  fine  pathos  of  Rich* 
ardson  or  Sterne ;  but  he  has  brought  together  a  greater  variety 
of  characters  in  common  life,  marked  with  more  distinct  pecu- 
liarities, and  without  an  atom  of  caricature,  than  any  other  novel 
writer  whatever.  The  extreme  subtlety  of  observation  on  the 
springs  of  human  conduct  in  ordinary  characteiBf  is  only  equal- 
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led  by  the  ingenuity  of  contrivance  in  bringing  those  springs 
into  play,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  lay  open  their  smallest  irregih 
larity.  The  detection  is  always  complete,  and  made  with  the 
certainty  and  skill  of  a  philosophical  experiment,  and  the  obvi- 
ousness and  familiarity  of  a  casual  observation.  The  truth  of 
the  imitation  is  indeed  so  great,  that  it  has  been  argued  that 
Fielding  must  have  had  his  materials  ready-made  to  his  hands,^ 
and  was  merely  a  transcriber  of  local  manners  and  individual 
habits.  For  this  conjecture,  however,  there  seems  to  be  no 
foundation.  His  representations,  it  is  true,  are  local  and  individ- 
ual ;  but  they  are  not  the  less  profound  and  conclusive.  The 
feeling  of  the  general  principles  of  human  nature  operating  in 
particular  circumstances,  is  always  intense,  and  uppermost  in 
his  mind ;  and  he  makes  use  of  incident  and  situation  only  to 
bring  out  character. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  give  any  illustrations.  *Tom 
Jones'  is  full  of  them.  There  is  the  account,  for  example,  of 
the  gratitude  of  the  elder  Bliiil  to  his  brother,  for  assisting  him 
to  obtain  the  fortune  of  Miss  Bridget  Al worthy  by  marriage ; 
and  of  the  gratitude  of  the  poor  in  his  neighbourhood  to  Al  worthy 
himself,  who  had  done  so  much  good  in  the  country  that  he  had 
made  every  one  in  it  his  enemy.  There  is  the  account  of  the 
Latin  dialogues  between  Partridge  and  his  maid,  of  the  assault 
made  on  him  during  one  of  these  by  Mrs.  Partridge,  and  the 
severe  bruises  he  patiently  received  on  that  occasion,  after  which 
the  parish  of  Little  Haddington  rang  with  the  story,  that  the 
schoolmaster  had  killed  his  wife.  There  is  the  exquisite  keep* 
ing  in  the  character  of  Blifil,  and  the  want  of  it  in  that  of  Jones. 
There  is  the  gradation  in  the  lovers  of  Molly  Seagrim,  the  phi- 
losopher Square  succeeding  to  Tom  Jones,  who  again  finds  that 
he  himself  had  succeeded  to  the  accomplished  Will  Barnes  who 
had  the  first  possession  of  her  person,  and  had  still  possession  of 
her  heart,  Jones  being  only  the  instrument  of  her  vanity,  as 
Square  was  of  her  interest.  Then  there  is  the  discreet  honesty 
of  Black  George,  the  learning  of  Thwackum  and  Square,  and 
the  profundity  of  Squire  Western,  who  considered  it  as  a  phys- 
ical impossibility  that  his  daughter  should  fall  in  love  with  Tom 
Jones.     We  have  also  that  gentleman's  disputes  with  his  sister, 
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and  the  inimitable  appeal  of  that  lady  to  her  niece :  ''  I  was 
never  so  handsome  as  you,  Sophy ;  yet  I  had  something  of  you 
formerly.  I  was  called  the  cruel  Parthenisssu  Kingdoms  and 
states,  as  TuUy  Cicero  says,  undergo  alteration,  and  so  must  the 
human  form !"  The  adventure  of  the  same  lady  with  the  high* 
wayman,  who  robbed  her  of  her  jewels  while  he  complimented 
her  beauty,  ought  not  to  be  passed  over ;  nor  that  of  Sophia  and 
her  muff,  nor  the  reserved  coquetry  of  her  cousin  Fitzpatrick, 
nor  the  description  of  Lady  Bellaston,  nor  the  modest  overtures 
of  the  pretty  widow  Hunt,  nor  the  indiscreet  babblings  of  Mrs. 
Honour.  The  moral  of  this  book  has  been  objected  to  without 
much  reason ;  but  a  more  serious  objection  has  been  made  to 
the  want  of  refinement  and  elegance  in  two  principal  characters. 
We  never  feel  this  objection,  indeed,  while  we  are  reading  the 
book;  but  at  other  times  we  have  something  like  a  lurking 
suspicion  that  Jones  was  but  an  awkward  fellow,  and  Sophia  a 
pretty  simpleton.  I  do  not  know  how  to  account  for  this  effect, 
unless  it  is  that  Fielding's  constantly  assuring  us  of  the  beauty 
of  his  hero,  and  the  good  sense  of  his  heroine,  at  last  produces  a 
distrust  of  both.  The  story  of  '  Tom  Jones'  is  allowed  to  be 
unrivalled ;  and  it  is  this  circumstance,  together  with  the  vast 
variety  of  characters,  that  has  given  the  '  History  of  a  Foundling' 
80  decided  a  preference  over  Fielding's  other  novels.  The 
characters  themselves,  both  in  *  Amelia'  and  *  Joseph  Andrews,' 
are  quite  equal  to  any  of  those  in  *  Tom  Jones.'  The  account 
of  Miss  Matthews  and  Ensign  Hibbert  in  the  former  of  these, — 
the  way  in  which  that  lady  reconciles  herself  to  the  death  of  her 
&ther, — ^the  inflexible  Colonel  Bath,  the  insipid  Mrs.  James,  the 
complaisant  Colonel  Trent,  the  demure,  sly,  intriguing,  equiv- 
ocal Mrs.  Bennet,  the  lord  who  is  her  seducer,  and  who  attempts 
afterwards  to  seduce  Amelia  by  the  same  mechanical  process  of 
a  concert-ticket,  a  book,  and  the  disguise  of  a  great  coat, — ^his 
Kttle,  fat,  short-nosed,  red-faced,  good-humoured  accomplice,  the 
keeper  of  the  lodging-house,  who,  having  no  pretensions  to  gal- 
lantry herself,  has  a  disinterested  delight  in  forwarding  the 
intrigues  and  pleasures  of  others  (to  say  nothing  of  honest  At- 
kinson, the  story  of  the  miniature-picture  of  Amelia,  and  the 
hashed  mutton,  which  are  in  a  different  style,)  are  master-pieces. 
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of  description.  The  whole  scene  at  the  lodging-house,  the 
masquerade,  &c.,  in  *  Amelia,'  are  equal  in  interest  to  the  paral- 
lel scenes  in  '  Tom  Jones,'  and  even  more  refined  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  character.  For  instance,  Mrs.  Bennet  is  superior  to 
Mrs.  Fitzpatrick  in  her  own  way.  The  uncertainty  in  which 
the  event  of  her  interview  with  her  former  seducer  is  left,  is 
admirable.  Fielding  was  a  master  of  what  may  be  called  the 
dovMe  eniendre  of  character,  and  surprises  you  no  less  by  what 
he  leaves  in  the  dark  (hardly  known  to  the  persons  themselves) 
than  by  the  unexpected  discoveries  he  makes  of  the  real  traits 
and  circumstances  in  a  character  with  which,  till  then,  you  find 
you  were  unacquainted.  There  is  nothing  at  all  heroic,  how- 
ever, in  the  usual  style  of  his  delineations.  He  does  not  draw 
lofty  characters  or  strong  passions ;  all  his  persons  are  of  the 
ordinary  stature  as  to  intellect,  and  possess  little  elevation  of  fancy, 
or  energy  of  purpose.  Perhaps,  after  all.  Parson  Adams  is  his 
finest  character.  It  is  equally  true  to  nature  and  more  ideal 
than  any  of  the  others.  Its  unsuspecting  simplicity  makes  it  not 
only  more  amiable,  but  doubly  amusing,  by  gratifying  the  sense 
of  superior  sagacity  in  the  reader.  Our  laughing  at  him  does 
not  once  lessen  our  respect  for  him.  His  declaring  that  he  would 
willingly  walk  ten  miles  to  fetch  his  sermon  on  vanity,  merely 
to  convince  Wilson  of  his  thorough  contempt  of  this  vice,  and 
his  consoling  himself  for  the  loss  of  his  -^schylus  by  suddenly 
recollecting  that  he  could  not  read  it  if  he  had  it,  because  it  is 
dark,  are  among  the  finest  touches  of  naivete.  The  night  ad- 
ventures at  Lady  Booby's  with  Beau  Didapper  and  the  amia- 
ble Slipslop  are  the  most  ludicrous ;  and  that  with  the  huntsman, 
who  draws  off  the  hounds  from  the  poor  parson  because  they 
would  be  spoiled  by  following  vermin,  the  most  profound.  Field- 
ing did  not  often  repeat  himself,  but  Dr.  Harrison,  in  '  Amelia,' 
may  be  considered  as  a  variation  of  the  character  of  Adams ;  so 
also  is  Goldsmith's  '  Vicar  of  Wakefield ; '  and  the  latter  part  of 
that  work,  which  sets  out  so  delightfully,  an  almost  entire  pla- 
giarism from  Wilson's  account  of  himself,  and  Adams's  domestic 
history. 

Smollett's  first  novel,  *  Roderick  Random,*  which  is  al5o  his 
best,  appeared  about  the  same  time  as  Fielding's  '  Tom  Jones,' 
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and  yet  it  has  a  much  more  modern  air  with  it ;  but  this  may- 
be accounted  for  from  the  circumstance  that  Smollett  was  quite 
a  young  man  at  the  time,  whereas  Fielding's  manner  must  have 
been  formed  long  before.  The  style  of  'Roderick  Random'  is 
more  easy  and  flowing  than  that  of  '  Tom  Jones ;'  the  incidents 
follow  one  another  more  rapidly  (though,  it  must  be  confessed, 
they  never  come  in  such  a  throng,  or  are  brought  out  with  the 
same  dramatic  effect ;)  the  humour  is  broader,  and  as  efiectual ; 
and  there  is  very  nearl)'^,  if  tiot  quite,  an  equal  interest  excited 
by  the  story.  What,  then,  is  it  that  gives  the  superiority  to 
Fielding?  It  is  the  superior  insight  into  the  springs  of  human 
character,  and  the  constant  developement  of  that  character 
through  every  change  of  circumstance.  Smollett's  humour  often 
arises  from  the  situation  of  the  persons,  or  the  peculiarity  of  their 
external  appearance ;  as,  from  Roderick  Random's  carroty  locks, 
which  hung  down  over  his  shoulders  like  a  pound  of  candles,  or 
Strap's  ignorance  of  London,  and  the  blunders  that  follow  from 
it.  There  is  a  tone  of  vulgarity  about  all  his  productions.  The 
incidents  frequently  resemble  detached  anecdotes  taken  from  a 
newspaper  or  magazine ;  and,  like  those  in  *  Gil  Bias,'  might 
happen  to  a  hundred  other  characters.  He  exhibits  the  ridicu- 
lous accidents  and  reverses  to  which  human  life  is  liable,  not 
"  the  stuff"  of  which  it  is  composed.  He  seldom  probes  to  the 
quick,  or  penetrates  beyond  the  surface ;  and,  therefore,  he  leaves 
no  stings  in  the  minds  of  his  readers,  and  in  this  respect  is  far 
less  interesting  than  Fielding.  His  novels  always  enliven,  and 
never  tire  us ;  we  take  them  up  with  pleasure,  and  lay  them 
down  without  any  strong  feeling  of  regret  We  look  on  and 
laugh,  as  spectators  of  a  highly  amusing  scene,  without  closing 
in  with  the  combatants,  or  being  made  parties  in  the  event.  We 
read  *  Roderick  Random'  as  an  entertaining  story,  for  the  par- 
ticular accidents  and  modes  of  life  which  it  describes  have 
ceased  to  exist ;  but  we  regard  *  Tom  Jones'  as  a  real  history, 
because  the  author  never  stops  short  of  those  essential  principles 
which  lie  at  the  bottom  of  all  our  actions,  and  in  which  we  feel 
an  immediate  interest — intus  et  in  cute.  Smollett  excels  most  as 
the  lively  caricaturist :  Fielding  as  the  exact  painter  and  pro- 
found metaphysician.     I  am  far  from  maintaining  that  this  ac^ 
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count  applies  uniformly  to  the  productions  of  these  two  writers ; 
but  I  think  that,  as  far  as  they  essentially  differ,  what  I  have 
stated  is  the  general  distinction  between  them.  ^  Roderick  Ran- 
dom' is  the  purest  of  Smollett's  novels :  I  mean  in  point  of  style 
and  description.  Most  of  the  incidents  and  characters  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  taken  from  the  events  of  his  own  life ;  and 
are,  therefore,  truer  to  nature.  There  is  a  rude  conception  of 
generosity  in  some  of  his  characters,  of  which  Fielding  seems  to 
have  been  incapable,  his  amiable  persons  being  merely  good- 
natured.  It  is  owing  to  this  that  Strap  is  superior  to  Partridge ; 
as  there  is  a  heartiness  and  warmth  of  feeling  in  some  of  the 
scenes  between  Lieutenant  Bowling  and  his  nephew,  which  is 
beyond  Fielding's  power  of  impassioned  writing.  The  whole 
of  the  scene  on  ship-board  is  a  most  admirable  and  striking 
picture,  and,  I  imagine,  very  little  if  at  all  exaggerated,  though 
the  interest  it  excites  is  of  a  very  unpleasant  kind,  because  the 
irritation  and  resistance  to  petty  oppression  can  be  of  no  avail. 
The  picture  of  the  little  profligate'  French  friar,  who  was  Rod- 
erick's travelling  companion,  and  of  whom  he  always  kept  to 
the  windward,  is  one  of  Smollett's  most  masterly  sketches. — 
*  Peregrine  Pickle '  is  no  great  favourite  of  mine,  and  '  Launcelot 
Greaves'  was  not  worthy  of  the  genius  of  the  author. 

*  Humphry  Clinker '  and  *  Count  Fathom '  are  both  equally 
admirable  in  their  way.  Perhaps  the  former  is  the  most  pleas- 
ant gossiping  novel  that  was  ever  written  ;  that  which  gives  the 
most  pleasure  with  the  least  effort  to  the  reader.  It  is  quite  as 
amusing  as  going  the  journey  could  have  been ;  and  we  have 
just  as  good  an  idea  of  what  happened  on  the  road  as  if  we  had 
been  of  the  party.  Humphry  Clinker  himself  is  exquisite  ;  and 
his  sweetheart,  Winifred  Jenkins,  not  much  behind  him.  Mat- 
thew Bramble,  though  not  altogether  original,  is  excellently 
supported,  and  seems  to  have  been  the  prototype  of  Sir  Anthony 
Absolute  in  the  *  Rivals.'  But  Lismahago  is  the  flower  of  the 
flock.  His  tenaciousness  in  argument  is  not  so  delightful  as  the 
relaxation  of  his  logical  severity,  when  he  finds  his  fortune 
mellowing  in  the  wintry  smiles  of  Mrs.  Tabitha  Brarable. 
This  is  the  best  preserved,  and  most  severe  of  all  Smollett's 
characters.     The  resemblance  to  ^Don  Cluixote'  is  only  just 
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enough  to  make  it  interesting  to  the  critical  reader,  without 
giving  ofience  to  anybody  else.  The  indecency  and  filth  in 
this  novel  are  what  must  be  allowed  to  all  Smollett's  wri- 
tings.— The  subject  and  characters  in  *  Count  Fathom'  are,  in 
general,  exceedingly  disgusting :  the  story  is  also  spun  out  to  a 
degree  of  tediousness  in  the  serious  and  sentimental  parts ;  but 
there  is  more  power  of  writing  occasiondly  shown  in  it  than  in 
any  of  his  works.  I  need  only  refer  to  the  fine  and  bitter  irony 
of  the  Count's  address  to  the  country  of  his  ancestors  on  his 
landing  in  England ;  to  the  robber  scene  in  the  forest,  which 
has  never  been  surpassed ;  to  the  Parisian  swindler  who  perso- 
nates a  raw  English  country  squire  (Western  is  tame  in  the  com- 
parison ;)  and  to  the  story  of  the  seduction  in  the  west  of  Eng- 
land. It  would  be  difificult  to  point  out,  in  any  author,  passages 
written  with  more  force  and  mastery  than  these. 

It  is  not  a  very  difificult  undertaking  to  class  Fielding  or 
Smollett ; — the  one  as  an  observer  of  the  characters  of  human 
life,  the  other  as  a  describer  of  its  various  eccentricities.  But 
it  is  by  no  means  so  easy  to  dispose  of  Richardson,  who  was 
neither  an  observer  of  the  one  nor  a  describer  of  the  other,  but 
who  seemed  to  spin  his  materials  entirely  out  of  his  own  brain, 
as  if  there  had  been  nothing  existing  in  the  world  beyond  the 
little  room  in  which  he  sat  writing.  There  is  an  artificial  reali- 
ty about  his  works  which  is^  nowhere  else  to  be  met  with.  They 
have  the  romantic  air  of  a  pure  fiction,  with  the  literal  minute- 
ness of  a  common  diary.  The  author  had  the  strongest  matter- 
of-fact  imagination  that  ever  existed,  and  wrote  the  oddest  mixture 
of  poetry  and  prose.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  advan- 
vantage  of  anything  in  actual  nature  from  one  end  of  his  works 
to  the  other ;  and  yet,  throughout  all  his  works,  voluminous  as 
ihey  are  (and  this,  to  be  sure,  is  one  reason  why  they  are  so,) — 
he  sets  about  describing  every  object  and  transaction,  as  if  the 
whole  had  been  given  in  on  evidence  by  an  eye-witness.  This 
kind  of  high  finishing  from  imagination  is  an  anomaly  in  the 
history  of  human  genius ;  and  certainly  nothing  so  fine  was 
ever  produced  by  the  same  accumulation  of  minute  parts.  There 
is  not  the  least  distraction,  the  least  forgetfulness  of  the  end — 
every  circumstance  is  made  to  tell     I  cannot  agree  that  this 
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exactness  of  detail  produces  heaviness ;  on  the  contrary,  it  gives 
an  appearance  of  truth,  and  a  positive  interest  to  the  story ;  and 
we  listen  with  the  same  attention  as  we  should  to  the  particulars 
of  a  confidential  communication.  I  at  one  time  used  to  think 
some  parts  of  Sir  Charles  Qrandison  rather  trifling  and  tedious, 
especially  the  long  description  of  Miss  Harriet  Byron's  wedding- 
clothes,  till  I  was  told  of  two  young  ladies  who  had  severally 
copied  out  the  whole  of  that  very  description  for  their  own  pri- 
vate gratification.     After  that  I  could  not  blame  the  author. 

The  effect  of  reading  this  work  is  like  an  increase  of  kindred. 
You  find  yourself  all  of  a  sudden  introduced  into  the  midst  of  a 
large  family,  with  aunts  and  cousins  to  the  third  and  fourth  gen- 
eration, and  grandmothers  both  by  the  father's  and  mother's  side ; 
and  a  very  odd  set  of  people  they  are,  but  people  whose  real  exis- 
tence and  personal  identity  you  can  no  more  dispute  than  your  ow^ 
senses,  for  you  see  and  hear  all  that  they  do  or  say.  What  is  still 
more  extraordinary,  all  this  extreme  elaborateU^ess  in  working 
out  the  story  seems  to  have  cost  the  author  nothing ;  for.  it  is  said, 
that  the  published  works  are  mere  abridgments.  I  have  heard 
(though  this  I  suspect  must  be  a  pleasant  exaggeration)  that  Sir 
Charles  Grandison  was  originally  written  in  eight-and-twenty 
volumes. 

Pamela  is  the  first  of  Richardson's  productions,  and  the  very 
child  of  his  brain.  Taking  the  general  idea  of  the  character  of 
a  modest  and  beautiful  country  girl,  and  of  the  ordinary  situa- 
tion in  which  she  is  placed,  he  makes  out  all  the  rest,  even  to 
the  smallest  circumstance,  by  the  mere  force  of  a  reasoning 
imagination.  It  would  seem  as  if  a  step  lost,  would  be  as  fatal 
here  as  in  a  mathematical  demonstration.  The  developement 
of  the  character  is  the  most  simple,  and  comes  the  nearest  to 
nature  that  it  can  do,  without  being  the  same  thing.  The  inter- 
est of  the  story  increases  with  the  dawn  of  understanding  and 
reflection  in  the  heroine:  her  sentiments  gradually  expand 
themselves,  like  opening  flowers.  She  writes  better  every  time, 
and  acquires  a  confidence  in  herself^  just  as  a  girl  would  do,  in 
writing  such  letters  in  such  circumstances ;  and  yet  it  is  certain 
that  no  girl  would  write  such  letters  in  such  circumstances. 
What  I  mean  is  this : — Richardson's  nature  is  always  the  nature 
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of  sentiment  and  reflection,  not  of  impulse  or  situation.  He 
furnishes  his  characters,  on  every  occasion,  with  the  presence 
of  mind  of  the  auth(^.  He  makes  them  act,  not  as  they  would 
from  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  but  as  they  might  upon  reflec- 
tion, and  upon  a  careful  review  of  every  motive  and  circum- 
stance in  their  situation.  They  regularly  sit  down  to  write 
letters :  and  if  the  business  of  life  consisted  in  letter-writing,  and 
was  carried  on  by  the  post  (like  a  Spanish  game  at  chess,) 
human  nature  would  be  what  Richardson  represents  it.  All 
actual  objects  and  feelings  are  blunted  and  deadened  by  being 
presented  through  a  medium  which  may  be  true  to  reason,  but 
is  false  in  nature.  He  confounds  his  own  point  of  view  with 
that  of  the  immediate  actors  in  the  scene ;  and  hence  presents 
yoti  with  a'  conventional  and  factitious  nature,  instead  of  that 
which  is  real.  Dr.  Johnson  seems  to  have  preferred  this  truth 
of  reflection  to  the  truth  of  nature,  when  he  said  that  there  was 
more  knowledge  of  the  human  heart  in  a  page  of  Richardson, 
than  in  all  Fielding.  Fielding,  however,  saw  more  of  the  prac- 
tical results,  and  understood  the  principles  as  well ;  but  he  had 
not  the  same  power  of  speculating  upon  their  possible  results, 
and  combining  them  in  certain  ideal  forms  of  passion  and  imagi* 
nation,  which  was  Richardson's  real  excellence. 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  it  is  this  mutual  good 
understanding  and  comparing  of  notes  between  the  author  and 
the  persons  he  describes,  his  infinite  circumspection,  his  exact 
process  of  ratiocination  and  calculation,  which  gives  such  an  * 
appearance  of  coldness  and  formality  to  most  of  his  characters, 
— which  makes  prudes  of  his  women  and  coxcombs  of  his  men.  • 
Everything  is  too  conscious  in  his  works.  Everything  is  dis- 
tinctly brought  home  to .  the  mind  of  the  actors  in  the  scene, 
which  is  a  fault  undoubtedly:  but  then,  it  must  be  confessed, 
everything  is  brought  home  in  its  full  force  to  the  mind  of  the 
reader  also ;  and  we  feel  the  same  interest  in  the  story  as  if  it 
were  our  own.  Can  anything  be  more  beautiful  or  more 
affecting  than  Pamela's  reproaches  to  her  "lumpish  heart," 
when  she  is  sent  away  from  her  master's  at  her  own  request ; 
its  lightness  when  she  is  sent  for  back ;  the  joy  which  the  con- 
viction of  the  sincerity  of  his  love  difiuses  in  her  heart,  like  the 
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coming  on  of  spring ;  the  artifice  of  the  stuff  gown  ;  the  meet- 
ing with  Lady  Davers  after  her  marriage ;  and  the  trial-scene 
with  her  husband?  Who  ever  remained  insensible  to  the  pas- 
sion of  Lady  Clementina,  except  Sir  Charles  Qrandison  himself, 
who  was  the  object  of  it  ?  Clarissa  is,  however,  his  master- 
piece, if  we  except  Lovelace.  If  she  is  fine  in  herself,  she  is 
still  finer  in  his  account  of  her.  .  With  that  foil,  her  purity  is 
dazzling  indeed :  and  she  who  could  triumph  by  her  virtue,  and 
the  force  of  her  love,  over  the  regality  of  Lovelace's  mind,  His 
wit,  his  person,  his  accomplishments,  and  his  spirit,  conquers  all 
hearts.  I  should  suppose  that  never  sympathy  more  deep  or 
sincere  was  excited  than  by  the  heroine  of  Richardson's  ro- 
mance, except  by  the  calamities  of  real  life.  The  links  in  this 
wonderful  chain  of  interest  are  not  more  finely  wrought,  than 
their  whole  weight  is  overwhelming  and  irresistible.  Who  can 
forget  the  exquisite  gradations  of  her  long  dying-scene,  or  the 
closing  of  the  coffin-lid,  when  Miss  Howe  comes  to  take  her 
last  leave  of  her  friend ;  or  the  heart-breaking  refieciion  that 
Clarissa  makes  on  what  was  to  have  been  her  wedding  day  7 
Well  does  a  certain  writer  exclaim — 

"  Books  are  a  real  world,  Iwth  pure  and  good, 
Round  which,  with  tendrils  strong  as  flesh  and  blood. 
Our  pastime  and  our  happiness  may  grow !" 

Richardson's  wit  was  unlike  that  of  any  other  writer — ^his  hu- 
mour was  so  too.  Both  were  the  effect  of  intense  activity  of 
mind — laboured,  and  yet  completely  effectual.  I  might  refer  to 
Lovelace's  reception  and  description  of  Hickman,  when  he 
calls  out  Death  in  his  ear,  as  the  name  of  the  person  with 
whom  Clarissa  had  fallen  in  love ;  and  to  the  scene  at  the  glove- 
shop.  What  can  be  more  magnificent  than  his  enumeration  of 
his  companions — "  Belton,  so  pert  and  so  pimply — Tourville, 
so  fair  and  so  foppish !"  &c.  In  casuistry  this  author  is  quite  at 
home ;  and,  with  a  boldness  greater  even  than  his  puritanical 
severity,  has  exhausted  every  topic  on  virtue  and  vice.  There 
is  another  peculiarity  in  Richardson,  not  perhaps  so  uncommon, 
which  is,  his  •systematically  preferring  his  most  insipid  charac- 
ters to  his  finest,  though  both  were  equally  his  own  invention, 
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and  he  must  be  supposed  to  have  understood  something  of 
their  qualities.  Thus  he  preferred  the  little,  selfish,  affected, 
insignificant  Miss  Byron,  to  the  divine  Clementina ;  and  again. 
Sir  Charles  Qrandison  to  the  nobler  Lovelace.  I  have  nothing 
to  say  in  favour  of  Lovelace's  morality ;  but  Sir  Charles  is  the 
prince  of  coxcombs, — ^whose  eye  was  never  once  taken  from 
his  own  person  and  his  own .  virtues ;  and  there  is  nothing 
which  excites  so  little  sympathy  as  this  excessive  egotism. 

It  remains  to  speak  of  Sterne;  and  I  shall  do  it  in  few 
words.  There  is  more  of  mannerism  and  affectation  in  him, 
and  a  more  immediate  reference  to  preceding  authors ;  but  his 
excellences,  where  he  is  excellent,  are  of  the  first  order.  His 
characters  are  intellectual  and  inventive,  like  Richardson's,  but 
totally  opposite  in  the  execution.  The  one  are  made  out  by 
continuity,  and  patient  repetition  of  touches;  the  others, by 
glancing  transitions  and  graceful  apposition.  His  style  is 
equally  different  from  Richardson's :  it  is  at  times  the  most  ra- 
pid, the  most  happy,  the  most  idiomatic  of  any  that  is  to  be 
found.  It  is  the  pure  essence  of  English  conversational  style. 
His  works  consist  only  of  morceaux — of  brilliant  passages.  I 
wonder  that  Goldsmith,  who  ought  to  have  known  better, 
should  call  him  "  a  dull  fellow."  His  wit  is  poignant,  though 
artificial ;  and  his  characters  (though  the  groundwork  of  some 
of  them  had  been  laid  before)  have  yet  invaluable  original 
differences ;  and  the  spirit  of  the  execution  the  master-strokes 
constantly  thrown  into  them,  are  not  to  be  surpassed.  It  is  suffi- 
cient to  name  them: — Yorick,  Dr.  Slop,  Mr.  Shandy,  My 
Uncle  Toby,  Trim,  Susanna,  and  the  Widow  Wadman.  In 
these  he  has  contrived  to  oppose,  with  equal  felicity  and  origi- 
nality, two  characters,  one  of  pure  intellect,  and  the  other  of 
pure  good  nature,  in  My  Father  and  My  Uncle  Toby.  There* 
appears  to  have  been  in  Sterne  a  vein  of  dry,  sarcastic  humour, 
and  of  extreme  tenderness  of  feeling ;  the  latter  sometimes  car- 
ried to  affectation,  as  in  the  tale  of  Maria,  and  the  apostrophe 
to  the  recording  angel ;  but  at  other  times  pure,  and  without 
blemish.  The  story  of  Le  Fevre  is  perhaps  the  finest  in  the 
English  language.  My  Father's  restlessness,, both  of  body 
and  mind,  is  inimitable..  It  is  the  model  from  which  ail  those 
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despicable  performances  against  modem  philosophy  ought  to 
have  been  copied,  if  their  authors  had  known  anything  of  the 
subject  they  were  writing  about  My  Uncle  Toby  is  one  of 
the  finest  compliments  ever  paid  to  human  nature.  He*  is  the 
most  unoffending  of  God's  creatures ;  or,  as  the  French  express 
it,  un  id  'petit  bon  homme !  Of  his  bowling-green,  his  sieges, 
and  his  amours,  who  would  say  or  think  any  thing  amiss  1 

It  is  remarkable  that  our  four  best  novel-writers  belong  near- 
ly to  the  same  aga  We  also  owe  to  the  same  period  (the  reign 
of  George  II.)  the  inimitable  Hogarth,  and  some  of  our  best 
writers  of  the  middle  style  of  comedy.  If  I  were  called  upon 
to  account  for  this  coincidence,  I  should  waive  the  consideration 
of  more  general  causes,  and  ascribe  it  at  once  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Protestant  ascendancy,  and  the  succession  of  the 
House  of  Hanover.  These  great  events  appear  to  have  given 
a  more  popular  turn  to  our  literature  and  genius,  as  well  as  to 
our  government.  It  was  found  high  time  that  the  people 
should  be  represented  in  books  as  well  as  in  Parliament.  They 
wished  to  see  some  account  of  themselves  in  what  they  read; 
and  not  to  be  confined  always  to  the  vices,  the  miseries,  and  frivo- 
lities of  the  great.  Our  domestic  tragedy,  and  our  earliest  peri- 
odical works,  appeared  a  little  before  the  same  period.  In  des- 
potic countries,  human  nature  is  not  of  sufficient  importance  to 
be  studied  or  described.  The  canaiUe  are  objects  rather  of  dis- 
gust than  curiosity;  and  there  are  no  middle  classes.  The 
works  of  Racine  and  Moliere  are  either  imitations  of  the  verbi- 
age of  the  court,  before  which  they  were  represented,  or  fanciful 
caricatures  of  the  manners  of  the  lowest  of  the  people.  But  in  the 
period  of  our  history  in  question,  a  security  of  person  and  pro- 
perty, and  a  freedom  of  opinion  had  been  established,  which 
made  every  man  feel  of  some  consequence  to  himself,  and  ap- 
pear an  object  of  some  curiosity  to  his  neighbours :  our  manners 
become  more  domesticated;  there  was  a  general  spirit  of  sturdi- 
ness  and  independence,  which  made  the  English  character 
more  truly  English  than  perhaps  at  any  other  period — that  is, 
more  tenacious  of  its  own  opinions  and  purposes.  The  whole 
surface  of  society  appeared  cut  out  into  square  enclosures  and 
sharp  angles,  which  extended  to  the  dresses  of  the  time,  their 
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gravel-walks  and  clipped  hedges.  Each  individual  had  a  certain 
ground-plot  of  his  own  to  cultivate  his  particular  humours  in, 
and  let  them  shoot  out  at  pleasure  ]  and  a  most  plentiful  crop 
they  have  produced  accordingly.  The  reign  of  George  11. 
was,  in  a  word,  the  age  of  hobby-horses  :  but,  since  that  period, 
things  have  taken  a  different  turn. 

His  present  Majesty  (God  save  the  mark !)  during  almost  the 
whole  of  his  reign,  has  been  constantly  mounted  on  a  great 
war-horse ;  and  has  fairly  driven  all  competitors  out  of  the  field. 
Instead  of  minding  our  own  affairs,  or  laughing  at  each  other, 
the  eyes  of  all  his  faithful  subjects  have  been  fixed  on  the  car 
reer  of  the  sovereign,  and  all  hearts  anxious  for  the  safety  of 
his  person  and  government.  Our  pens  and  our  swords  have 
been  alike  drawn  in  their  defence  *  and  the  returns  of  killed 
and  wounded,  the  manufacture  of  newspapers  and  parliament- 
ary speeches,  have  exceeded  all  former  example.  If  we  have 
had  a  little  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  we  have  had  enough  of 
the  glories  and  calamities  of  war.  His  Majesty  has  indeed 
contrived  to  keep  alive  the  greatest  public  interest  ever  known, 
by  his  determined  manner  of  riding  his  hobby  for  half  a  centu- 
ry together,  with  the  aristocracy,  the  democracy,  the  clergy,  the 
landed  and  monied  interest,  and  the  rabble,  in"  full  cry  after 
him  ; — and  at  the  end  of  his  career,  most  happily  and  unex- 
pectedly succeeded,  amidst  empires  lost  and  won,  kingdoms 
overturned  and  created,  and  the  destruction  of  an  incredible 
number  of  lives,  in  restoring  the  divine  right  of  kings,  and  thus 
preventing  any  future  abuse  of  the  example  which  seated  his 
family  on  the  throne  ! 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  amidst  the  tumults  of  events 
crowded  into  this  period,  our  literature  has  partaken  of  the  dis- 
order of  the  time ;  if  our  prose  has  run  mad,  and  our  poetry 
grown  childish.  Among  those  persons  who  "have  kept  the 
even  tenor  of  their  way,"  the  author  of  '  Evehna,' '  Cecilia,'  and 
*  Camilla,*  must  be  allowed  to  hold  a  distinguished  place.*     Mrs. 

•  'The  Fool  of  duality,'  *  David  Simple/  and  *  Sydney  Biddulph,'  wri^ 
ten  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  belong  to  the  ancient  regime  of 
novel-writing.  Of  the  '  Vicar  of  Wakefield'  I  have  attempted  a  character 
elsewhere. 
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Radcliffe's  ^  enchantments  drear,"  and  mouldering  castles,  de- 
rived part  of  their  interest,  no  doubt,  from  the  supposed  tottering 
state  of  all  old  structures  atlhe  time  ;  and  Mrs.  Inchbald's  'Na- 
ture and  Art'  would  scarcely  have  had  the  same  popularity,  but 
that  it  fell  in  (as  to  its  two  main  characters)  with  the  prevailing 
prejudice  Of  the  moment,  that  judges  and  bishops  were  not  in- 
variably pure  abstractions  of  justice  and  piety.  Mrs.  Edgeworth's 
*  Tales,'  again,  (with  the  exception  of  *  Castle  Rack-rent,'  which 
is  a  genuine,  unsophisticated,  national  portrait)  are  a  kind  of 
pedantic,  pragmatical,  common  sense,  tinctured  with  the  pertness 
and  pretensions  of  the  paradoxes  to  which  they  are  so  self-com- 
placently  opposed.  Madame  D' Arblay  is,  on  the  contrary,  quite 
of  the  old  school,  a  mere  common  observer  of  manners,  and  also 
a  very  woman.  It  is  this  last  circumstance  which  forms  the 
peculiarity  of  her  writings,  and  distinguishes  them  from  those 
masterpieces  which  I  have  before  mentioned.  She  is  a  quick, 
lively,  and  accurate  observer  of  persons  and  things ;  but  she  al- 
ways looks  at  them  with  a  consciousness  of  her  sex,  and  in  that 
point  of  view  in  which  it  is  the  particular  business  and  interest 
of  women  to  observe  them.  There  is  little  in  her  works  of  pas- 
sion or  character,  or  even  manners,  in  the  most  extended  sense 
of  the  word,  as  implying  the  sum-total  of  our  habits  and  pursuits; 
her  forte  18  in  describing  the  absurdities  and  affectations  of  ex- 
ternal behaviour,  or  the  manners  of  people  in  company.  Her 
characters,  which  are  ingenious  caricatures,  are,  no  doubt,  dis- 
tinctly marked,  and  well  kept  up ;  but  they  are  slightly  shaded, 
and  exceedingly  uniform.  Her  heroes  and  heroines,  almost  all 
of  them,  depend  on  the  stock  of  a  single  phrase  or  sentiment, 
and  have  certain  mottoes  or  devices  by  which  they  may  always 
be  known.  They  form  such  characters  as  people  might  be  sup- 
posted  to  assume  for  a  night  at  a  masquerade.*  She  presents  not 
the  whole-length  figure,  nor  even  the  face,  but  some  prominent 
fearture.  In  one  bf  her  novels,  for  example,  a  lady  appears  regu- 
larly every  ten  pages,  to  get  a  lesson  in  music  for  nothing.  She 
never  appears  for  any  other  purpose  ;  this  is  all  you  know  of 
her;  and  in  this  the  whole  wit  and  humour  of  the  character 
coisists.  Meadows  is  the  same,  who  has  always  the  cue  of 
bemg  tired,  without  any  other  ide&  It  has  been  said  of  Shak- 
h  11  ^         I 
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speare,  that  you  may  always  assign  his  speeches  to  the  proper 
characters ;  and  you  may  infallibly  do  the  same  thing  with  Ma- 
dame D*Arblay's,  for  they  always  say  the  same  thing.  The 
Braughton's  are  the  best.  Mr.  Smith  is  an  exquisite  city  por- 
trait '  Evelina'  is  also  her  best  novel,  because  it  is  the  shortest ; 
that  is,  it  has  all  the  liveliness  in  the  sketches  of  character,  and 
smartness  of  comic  dialogue  and  repartee,  without  the  tedious- 
ness  of  the  story,  and  endless  affectation  of  sentiment  which  dis- 
figures the  others. 

Women,  in  general,  have  a  quicker  perception  of  any  oddity 
or  singularity  of  character  than  men,  and  are  more  alive  to  every 
absurdity  which  arises  from  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  society,  oi 
a  deviation  firom  established  custom.  This  partly  arises  from  the 
restraints'on  their  own  behaviour,  which  turn  their  attention  con- 
stantly on  the  subject,  and  partly  from  other  causes.  The  sur- 
&ce  of  their  minds,  like  that  of  their  bodies,  seems  of  a  finer 
texture  than  ours ;  more  soft,  and  susceptible  of  immediate  im- 
pulses. They  have  less  muscular  strength,  less  power  of  con- 
tinued voluntary  attention,  of  reason,  passion,  and  imagination ; 
but  they  are  more  easily  impressed  with  whatever  appeals  to 
their  senses  or  habitual  prejudices.  The  intuitive  perception  of 
their  minds  is  less  disturbed  by  any  abstruse  reasonings  on 
causes  or  consequences.  They  learn  the  idiom  of  character  and 
manners,  as  they  acquire  that  of  language,  by  iote,  withotit 
troubling  themselves  about  the  principles.  Their  observation  is 
not  the  less  accurate  on  that  account,  as  far  as  it  goes,  for  it  has 
been  well  said  that  ^  there  is  nothing  so  true  as  habit." 

There  is  little  other  power  in  Madame  D'Arblay's  novels  than 
that  of  immediate  observation ;  her  characters,  whether  of  refine- 
ment or  vulgarity,  are  equally  superficial  and  confined.  The 
whole  is  a  question  of  form,  whether  that  form  is  adhered  to  or 
infringed  upon.  It  is  this  circumstance  which  takes  away  dig- 
nity and  interest  from  her  story  and  sentiments,  and  makes  the 
one  so  teazing  and  tedious,  and  the  other  so  insipid.  The  difii- 
culties  in  which  she  involves  her  heroines  are  too  much  *  Female 
Difficulties  j'  they  are  difficulties  created  out  of  nothing.  The 
author  appears  to  have  no  other  idea  of  refinement  than  it  is  the 
reverse  of  vulgarity ;  but  the  reverse  of  vulgarity  is  fastidious- 
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ness  and  affectation.  There  is  a  true  and  a  false  delicacy.  Be- 
cause a  vulgar  country  Miss  would  answer  "  yes"  to  a  proposal 
of  marriage  in  the  first  page,  Madame  D'Arblay  makes  it  a  prooC 
of  an  excess  of  refinement,  and  an  indispensable  point  of  etiquette 
in  her  young  ladies  to  postpone  the  answer  to  the  end  of  five 
volumes,  without  the  smallest  reason  for  their  doing  so,  and  with 
every  reason  to  the  contrary.  The  reader  is  led  every  moment 
to  expect  a  denouemeTU,  and  is  as  often  disappointed  on  some 
trifling  pretext.  The  whole  artifice  of  her  fable  consists  in  com- 
ing to  no  conclusion.  Her  ladies  ^'  stand  so  upon  the  order  of 
their  going,"  that  they  do  not  go  at  all.  They  will  not  abate  an 
ace  of  their  punctilio  in  any  circumstances  or  on  any  emergency. 
They  would  consider  it  as  quite  indecorous  to  run  down  stairs 
though  the  house  were  in  flames,  or  to  move  an  inch  oflf  the 
pavement  though  a  scaffolding  was  falling.  She  has  formed 
to  herself  an  abstract  idea  of  perfection  in  common  behaviour, 
which  is  quite  as  romantic  and  impracticable  as  any  other  idea 
of  the  sort ;  and  the  consequence  has  naturally  been  that  she 
makes  her  heroines  commit  the  greatest  improprieties  and  absur- 
dities in  order  to  avoid  the  smallest.  In  opposition  to  a  maxim 
in  philosophy,  they  constantly  act  flrom  the  weakest  motive,  or 
rather  from  pure  bontradiction.  The  whole  tissue  of  the  fable 
is,  in  general,  jnore  wild  and  chimerical  than  anything  in  'Don 
Quixote,'  without  the  poetical  truth  or  elevation.  Madame 
D'Arblay  has  woven  a  web  of  difficulties  for  her  heroines, 
something  like  the  green  silken  threads  in  which  the  shep* 
herdesses  entangled  the  steed  of  Cervantes'  hero,  who  swore,,  in 
his  fine  enthusiastic  way,  that  he  would  sooner  cut  his  passage 
to  another  world  than  disturb  the  least  of  those  beautiful  meshes. 
To  mention  the  most  painful  instance — the  '  Wanderer,'  in  her 
last  novel,  raises  obstacles  lighter  than  ^'  the  gossamer  that  idles 
in  the  wanton  summer  air,"  into  insurmountable  barriers ;  and 
trifles  with  those  that  arise  out  of  common  sense,  reason,  and 
necessity.  Her  conduct  is  not  to  be  accounted  for  directly  out 
of  the  circumstances  in  which  she  is  placed,  but  out  of  some 
factitious  and  misplaced  refinement  on  them.  It  is  a  perpetual 
game  at  cross-purposes.  There  being  a  plain  and  strong  motive 
why  she  should  pursue  any  course  of  action,  is  a  suflident  reason 
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for  her  to  avoid  it,  and  the  perversity  of  her  conduct  is  in  pro- 
portion to  its  levity — as  the  lightness  of  the  feather  baffles  the 
4brce  of  the  impulse  that  is  given  to  it,  and  the  slightest  breath 
of  air  turns  it  back  on  the  hand  from  which  it  is  thrown.  We 
can  hardly  consider  this  as  the  perfection  of  the  female  character  1 
I  must  say  I  like  Mrs.  Radcliflfe's  romances  better,  and  think 
of  them  oftener;  and  even  when  I  do  not,  part  of  the  impression 
with  which  I  survey  the  full-orbed  moon  shining  in  the  blue 
expanse  of  heaven,  or  hear  the  wind  sighing  through  the  au- 
tumnal leaves,  or  walk  under  the  echoing  archways  of  a  Gothic 
ruin,  is  owing  to  a  repeated  perusal  of  the  '  Romance  of  the 
Forest,'  and  the  '  Mysteries  of  Udolpho.*  Her  descriptions  of 
scenery,  indeed,  are  vague  and  wordy  to  the  last  degree ;  they 
are  neither  like  Salvator  nor  Claude,  nor  nature  nor  art ;  and 
Ae  dwells  on  the  effects  of  moonlight  till  we  are  sometimes 
weary  of  them ;  her  characters  are  insipid,  the  shadows  of  a 
fbade,  continued  on,  under  different  names,  through  all  her 
novels ;  her  story  comes  to  nothing.  But  in  harrowing  up  the 
soul  with  imaginary  horrors,  and  making  the  flesh  creep,  and 
|he  nerves  thrill  with  fond  hopes  and  fears,  she  is  unrivalled 
among  her  fair  country-women.  Her  great  power  lies  in  de- 
scribing the  indefinable,  and  embodying  a  phantom.  She  makes 
her  readers  twice  children ;  and  from  the  dim  anc^  shadowy  veil 
which  she  draws  over  the  objects  of  her  fancy,  forces  us  to  be- 
lieve all  that  is  strange,  and  next  to  impossible,  of  their  myste- 
rious agency ;  whether  it  is  the  sound  of  the  lover's  lute  borne 
o'er  the  distant  waters  along  the  winding  shores  of  Provence, 
lecalling  with  its  magic  breath,  some  long-lost  friendship  or  some 
hopeless  love ;  or  the  full  choir  of  the  cloistered  monks,  chaunt- 
iiig  their  midnight  orgies ;  or  the  lonely  voice  of  an  unhappy 
sister  in  her  pensive  cell,  like  angels'  whispered  music ;  or  the 
deep  sigh  that  steals  from  a  dungeon  on  the  startled  ear ;  or  the 
dim  apparition  of  ghastly  features ;  or  the  face  of  an  assassin 
hid  beneath  a  monk's  cowl ;  or  the  robber  gliding  through  the 
twilight  gloom  of  the  forest  All  the  fascination  that  links  the 
World  of  passion  to  the  world  unknown  is  hera^  and  she  pla3r8 
with  it  at  her  pleasure ;  she  has  all  the  poetry  of  romance,  aU 
that  is  obscure,  visionary,  and  objectless  in  the  imagination.    It 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


LECTCRB  Ti.]        ON  THE  ENGUSH  NOVEUSTS.  149 

seems  that  the  simple  notes  of  Clara's  lute,  which  so  delighted 
her  youthful  heart,  still  echo  among  the  rocks  and  mountains  of 
the  Valois ;  the  mellow  tones  of  the  minstrel's  songs  still  mingk 
with  the  noise  of  the  dashing  oar,  and  the  rippling  of  the  silver 
waves  of  the  Mediterranean ;  the  voice  of  Agnes  is  heard  from 
the  haunted  tower,  and  Schedoni's  form  still  stalks  through  the 
frowning  ruins  of  Palinzi.  The  greatest  treat,  however,  which 
Mrs.  Radclifie's  pen  has  provided  for  the  lovers  of  the  marvellous 
and  terrihle  is  the  Provencal  tale  which  Ludovico  reads  in  the 
Castle  of  Udolpho  as  the  lights  are  beginning  to  bum  blue,  and 
just  before  the  faces  appear  from  behind  the  tapestry  that  carry 
him  off,  and  we  hear  no  more  of  him.  This  tale  is  of  a  knight, 
who  being  engaged  in  a  dance  at  some  high  festival  of  old 
romance,  was  summoned  out  by  another  knight  clad  in  com- 
plete steel ;  and  being  solemnly  adjured  to  follow  him  into  the 
mazes  of  the  neighbouring  wood,  his  conductor  brought  him  at 
length  to  a  hollow  glade  in  the  thickest  part,  where  he  pointed 
to  the  murdered  corse  of  another  knight,  and  lifting  up  his  beavet 
showed  him  by  the  gleam  of  moonlight  which  fell  on  it,  that  it 
had  the  face  of  his  spectre-guide !  The  dramatic  power  in  the 
character  of  Schedoni,  the  Italian  monk,  has  been  much  admired 
and  praised;  but  the  effect  does  not  depend  upon  the  character^ 
but  the  situations;  not  upon  the  figure,  but  upon  tlie  back- 
ground. The  '  Castle  of  Otranto '  (which  is  supposed  to  have 
led  the  way  to  this  style  of  writing)  is,  to  my  notion,  dry,  meagre, 
and  without  effect.  It  is  done  upon  false  principles  of  taste. 
The  great  hand  and  arm  which  are  thrust  into  the  court-yard, 
and  remain  there  all  day  long,  are  the  pasteboard  machinery  of 
a  pantomime ;  they  shock  the  senses,  and  have  no  purchase 
upon  the  imagination.  They  are  a  matter-of-fact  impossibility  j 
a  fixture,  and  no  longer  a  phantom.  Qiwd  sic  mihi  ostendis,  irh 
credidus  odi.  By  realising  the  chimeras  of  ignorance  and  fear, 
begot  upon  shadows  and  dim  likenesses,  we  take  away  the  very 
grounds  of  credulity  and  superstition  ;  and,  as  in  other  cases,  by 
facing  out  the  imposture  betray  the  secret  to  the  contempt  and 
laughter  of  the  spectators.  The  '  Recess,*  and  the  '  Old  English 
Baron,'  are  also  "  dismal  treatises,"  but  with  little  in  them  "  at 
which  our  fell  of  hair  is  like  to  rouse  and  stir^as  life  were  in  iV* 
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They  are  dull  and  prosing,  without  the  spirit  of  fiction  or  the 
air  of  tradition  to  make  them  interesting.  After  Mrs.  Radclifie, 
Monk  Lewis  was  the  greatest  master  of  the  art  of  freezing  the 
blood.  The  robber-scene  in  the  ^  Monk'  is  only  inferior  to  that 
in  *  Count  Fathom/  and  perfectly  new  in  the  circumstances  and 
cast  of  the  characters.  Some  of  his  descriptions  are  chargeable 
with  unpardonable  grossness,  but  the  pieces  of  poetry  interspersed 
in  this  far-famed  novel,  such  as  the  fight  of  Roncesvalles  and  the 
Exile,  in  particular,  have  a  romantic  and  delightful  harmony, 
such  as  might  be  chaunted  by  the  moon-light  pilgrim,  or  might 
luU  the  dreaming  mariner  on  summer  seas. 

If  Mrs.  Radcliffe  touched  the  trembling  chords  of  the  imagi- 
nation, making  wild  music  there,  Mrs.  Inchbald  has  no  less 
power  over  the  springs  of  the  heart.  She  not  only  moves  the 
affections  but  melts  us  into  "  all  the  luxury  of  woe."  Her  ^  Na- 
ture and  Art'  is  one  of  the  most  pathetic  and  interesting  stories 
in  the  world.  It  is,  indeed,  too  'much  so ;  or  the  distress  is  too 
naked,  and  the  situations  hardly  to  be  borne  with  patience.  I 
think  nothing,  however,  can  exceed  in  delicacy  and  beauty  the 
account  of  the  love-letter  which  the  poor  girl,  who  is  the  subject 
of  the  story,  receives  from  her  lover,  and  which  she  is  a  fortnight 
in  spelling  out,  sooner  than  show  it  to  any  one  else ;  nor  the 
dreadful  catastrophe  of  the  last  fatal  scene,  in  which  the  same 
poor  creature,  as  her  former  seducer,  now  become  her  judge,  is 
about  to  pronounce  sentence  of  death  upon  her,  cries  out  in 
agony — "  Oh,  not  from  you !"  The  effect  of  this  novel  upon 
the  feelings,  is  not  only  of  the  most  distressing,  but  withering 
kind.  It  blights  the  sentiments,  and  haunts  the  memory.  -  The 
'Simple  Story'  is  not  much  better  in  this  respect:  the  gloom, 
however,  which  hangs  over  it  is  of  a  more  fixed  and  tender  kind : 
we  are  not  now  lifted  to  ecstasy,  only  to  be  plunged  into  madness ; 
and  besides  the  sweetness  and  dignity  of  some  of  the  characters, 
there  are  redeeming  traits,  retrospective  glances  on  the  course 
of  human  life,  which  brighten  the  backward  stream,  and  smile 
in  hope  or  patience  to  the  last.  Such  is  the  account  of  Sandford, 
her  stem  and  inflexible  adviser,  sitting  by  the  bedside  of  Miss 
Milner,  and  comforting  her  in  her  dying  moments ;  thus  soften- 
ing the  worst  pang  of  human  nature,  and  reconciling  us  to  the 
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best,  but  not  most  shining  virtues  in  human  character.  The 
conchision  of  '  Nature  and  Art,'  on  the  contrary,  is  a  scene  of 
heartless  desolation,  which  must  effectually  deter  any  one  from 
ever  reading  the  book  twice.  Mrs.  Inchbald  is  an  instance  to 
confute  the  assertion  of  Rousseau,  that  women  fail  whenever 
they  attempt  to  describe  the  passion  of  love. 

I  shall  conclude  this  Lecture,  by  saying  a  few  words  of  the 
author  of  '  Caleb  Williams,'  and  the  author  of  '  Waverley.-  I 
shall  speak  of  the  last  first.  In  knowledge,  in  variety,  in  facility, 
in  truth  of  painting,  in  costume  and  scenery,  in  freshness  of  sub- 
ject, and  in  untired  interest,  in  glancing  lights  and  the  graces 
of  a  style  passing  at  will  "  from  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to 
severe,"  at  once  romantic  and  familiar,  having  the  utmost  force 
of  imitation  and  apparent  freedom  of  invention ;  these  novels 
have  the  highest  claims  to  admiration.  What  lack  they  yet? 
The  author  has  all  power  given  him  from  without — he  has  not, 
perhaps,  an  equal  power  from  within.  The  intensity  of  the 
feeling  is  not  equal  to  the  distinctness  of  the  imagery.  He  sits 
like  a  magician  in  his  cell,  and  conjures  up  all  shapes  and 
sights  to  the  view ;  and  with  a  little  variation  we  might  apply 
to  him  what  Spenser  says  of  Fancy : — 

"  His  chamber  was  dispainted  all  within 
With  sundry  colours,  in  the  which  were  writ 
Infinite  shapes  of  things  dispersed  thin ; 
Some  such  as  in  the  world  were  never  yet; 
Some  daily  scene  and  knowen  by  their  names, 
Such  as  in  idle  fantasies  do  flit ; 
Infernal  hags,  centaurs,  fiends,  hippodaines, 
Apes,  lions,  eagles,  owls,  fools,  lovers,  children,  dames." 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  phantasmagoria,  the  author  himself  never 
appears  to  take  part  with  his  characters,  to  prompt  our  affection 
to  the  good,  or  shairpen  our  antipathy  to  the  bad.  It'  is  the  per- 
fection of  art  to  conceal  art ;  and  this  is  here  done  so  completely, 
that  while  it  adds  to  our  pleasure  in  the  work,  it  seems  to  take 
away  from  the  merit  of  the  author.  As  he  does  not  thrust  him- 
self forward  in  the  foreground,  he  loses  the  credit  of  the  per- 
formance. The  copies  are  so  true  to  nature,  that  they  appear 
like  tapestry  figures  taken  off  by  the  patter^ ;  the  obvious  patch- 
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work  of  tradition  and  history.  His  characters  are  transplanted 
at  once  from  their  native  soil  to  the  page  which  we  are  reading, 
without  any  traces  of  their  having  passed  through  the  hot-hed 
of  the  author^s  genius  or  vanity.  He  leaves  them  as  he  found 
them;  but  this  is  doing  wonders,  .'he  Laird  and  the  Baillie 
of  Bradwardine,  the  idiot  rhymer,  Daviu  Gallatly,  Miss  Rose 
Bradwardine,  and  Miss  Flora  Mac  Ivor,  her  brother  the  High- 
land Jacobite  chieftain,  Vic  Ian  Vhor,  the  Highland  rover, 
Donald  Bean  Lean,  and  the  worthy  page  Galium  Beg,  Both- 
well  and  Balfour  of  Burley,  Claverhouse  and  Macbriar,  Elshie 
the  Black  Dwarf,  and  the  Red  Reever  of  Westburn  Flat, 
Hobbie  and  Grace  Armstrong,  Ellengowan  and  Dominie  Samp- 
son, Dirk  Hatteraick  and  Meg  Merrilies,  are  at  present  "  familiar 
in  our  mouths  as  household  names,"  and  whether  they  are 
actual  persons  or  creations  of  the  poet's  pen,  is  an  impertinent 
inquiry.  The  picturesque  and  local  scenery  is  as  fresh  as  the 
lichen  on  the  rock :  the  characters  are  a  part  of  the  scenery. 
If  they  are  put  in  action,  it  is  a  moving  picture :  if  they  speak, 
we  hear  their  dialect  and  the  tones  of  their  voice.  If  the  hu- 
mour is  made  out  by  dialect,  the  character  by  the  dress,  the 
interest  by  the  facts  and  documents  in  the  author's  possession, 
we  have  no  right  to  complain,  if  it  is  made  out ;  but  sometimes 
it  hardly  is,  and  then  we  have  a  right  to  say  so.  For  instance, 
in  the  '  Tales  of  my  Landlord,'  Canny  Elshie  is  not  in  himself 
so  formidable  or'  petrific  a  person  as  the  real  Black  Dwarf, 
called  David  Ritchie,  nor  are  his  acts  or  sayings  so  staggering 
to  the  imagination.  Again,  the  first  introduction  of  this  extra- 
ordinary personage,  groping  about  among  the  hoary  twilight 
ruins  of  the  witch  of  Micklestane  Moor  and  her  Grey  Geese, 
is  as  Ml  of  pertematural  power  and  bewildering  effect  (accor- 
ding to  the  tradition  of  the  country)  as  can  be ;  while  the  last 
decisive  scene,  where  the  Dwarf,  in  his  resumed  character  of 
Sir  Edward  Mauley,  comes  from  the  tomb  in  the  Chapel,  to 
prevent  the  forced  marriage  of  the  daughter  of  his  former  be- 
trothed mistress  with  the  man  she  abhors,  is  altogether  power- 
less and  tame.  No  situation  could  be  imagined  more  finely 
calculated  to  call  forth  an  author's  powers  of  imagination  and 
passion ;  but  nothing  is  done.     The  assembly  is  dispersed  under 
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circumstances  of  the  strongest  natural  feeling,  and  the  most 
appalling  preternatural  app«arances,  just  as  if  the  effect  had 
been  produced  by  a  peace-officer  entering  for  the  same  purpose. 
These  instances  of  a  falling-off  are,  however,  rare ;  and  if  this 
author  should  not  be  supposed  by  fastidious  critics  to  have. orig- 
inal genius  in  the  highest  degree,  he  has  other  qualities  which 
supply  its  place  so  well,  his  materials  are  so  rich  and  varied, 
and  he  uses  them  so  lavishly,  that  the  reader  is  no  loser  by  the 
exchange.  We  are  not  in  fear  that  he  should  publish  another 
novel ;  we  are  under  no  apprehension  of  his  exhausting&himself, 
for  he  has  shown  that  he  is  inexhaustible. 

Whoever  else  is,  it  is  pretty  clear  that  the  author  of  *  Caleb 
Williams'  and  'St.  Leon'  is  not  the  author  of  'Waverley.' 
Nothing  can  be  more  distinct  or  excellent  in  their  several  ways 
than  these  two  writers.  If  the  one  owes  almost  everything  to 
external  observation  and  traditional  character,  the  other  owes 
everything  to  internal  conception  and  contemplation  of  the  pos- 
sible workings  of  the  human  mind.  There  is  little  knowledge 
of  the  world,  little  variety,  neither  an  eye  for  the  picturesque, 
nor  a  talent  for  the  humorous  in  '  Caleb  Williams'  for  instance, 
but  you  cannot  doubt  for  a  moment  of  the  originality  of  the 
work  and  the  force  of  the  conception.  The  impression  made 
upon  the  reader  is  the  exact  measure  of  the  strength  of  the 
autholr's  genius.  For  the  effect,  both  in  '  Caleb  Williams'  and 
'  St.  Leon,'  is  entirely  made  out,  neither  by  facts,  nor  dates,  by 
black-letter  or  magazine  learning,  by  transcript  or  record,  but 
by  intense  and  patient  study  of  the  human  heart,  and  by  an 
imagination  projecting  itself  into  certain  situations,  and  capable 
of  working  up  its  imaginary  feelings  to  the  height  of  reality. 
The  author  launches  into  the  ideal  world,  and  must  sustain 
himself  and  the  reader  there  by  the  mere  force  of  imagination. 
The  sense  of  power  in  the  writer  thus  adds  to  the  interest  of  the 
subject — The  character  of  Falkland  is  a  sort  of  apotheosis  of 
the  love  of  fame.  The  gay,  the  gallant  Falkland  lives  only  in 
the  good  opinion  of  good  men ;  for  this  he  adorns  his  soul  with 
virtue,  and  tarnishes  it  with  crime ;  he  lives  only  with  this,  and 
dies  as  he  loses  it.  He  is  a  lover  of  virtue  but  a  worshipper  of 
fame.     Stung  to  madness  by  a  brutal  insult,  he  avenges  himself 
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by  a  crime  of  the  deepest  die,  and  the  remorse  of  his  conscience 
and  the  stain  upon  his  honour  prey  upon  his  peace  and  reason 
ever  after.  It  was  into  the  mouth  of  such  a  character  that  a 
modern  poet  has  well  put  the  words, 


-  Action  is  momentary, 


The  motion  of  a  muscle,  this  way  or  that ; 
Suffering  is  long,  obscure,  and  infinite." 

In  the  conflict  of  his  feelings  he  is  worn  to  a  skeleton,  wasted 
to  a  shadow.  But  he  endures  this  living  death  to  watch  over 
his  undying  reputation,  and  to  preserve  his  name  unsullied  and 
free  from  suspicion.  But  he  is  at  last  disappointed  in  this  his 
darling  object,  by  the  very  means  he  takes  to  secure  it,  and  by 
harassing  and  goading  Caleb  Williams  (whose  insatiable,  inces- 
sant curiosity  had  wormed  itself  into  his  confidence)  to  a  state 
of  desperation,  by  employing  every  sort  of  persecution,  and  by 
trying  to  hunt  him  from  society  like  an  infection,  makes  him 
turn  upon  him,  and  betray  the  inmost  secret  of  his  soul.  The 
last  moments  of  Falkland  are  indeed  sublime :  the  spark  of  life 
and  the  hope  of  imperishable  renown  are  extinguished  in  him 
together ;  and  bending  his  last  look  of  forgiveness  on  his  victim 
and  destroyer,  he  dies  a  martyr  to  fame,  but  a  confessor  at  the 
shrine  of  virtue  !  The  re-action  and  play  of  these  two  charac- 
ters into  each  other's  hands  (like  Othello  and  lago)  is  inimitably 
well  managed,  and  on  a  par  with  anything  in  the  dramatic  art ; 
but  Falkland  is  the  hero  of  the  story,  Caleb  Williams  is  only 
the  instrument  of  it.  This  novel  is  utterly  unlike  anything  else 
that  ever  was  written,  and  is  one  of  the  most  original  as  well  as 
powerful  productions  in  the  English  language.  *  St.  Leon*  is 
not  equal  to  it  in  the  plot  and  ground-work,  though  perhaps 
superior  in  the  execution.  In  the  one  Mr.  Godwin  has  hit  upon 
the  extreme  point  of  the  perfectly  natural  and  perfectly  new ;  in 
the  other  he  enters  into  the  preternatural  world,  and  comes 
nearer  to  the  world  of  common  place.  Still  the  character  is  of 
the  same  exalted  intellectual  kind.  As  the  ruhng  passion  of 
the  one  was  the  love  of  fame,  so  in  the  other  the  sole  business . 
of  life  is  thought.  Raised  by  the  fatal  discovfety  of  the  philoso- 
pher's stone  above  mortality,  he  is  cut  off  frofn  *11  participation 
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with  its  pleasures.  He  is  a  limb  torn  from  society.  In  posses- 
sion of  eternal  youth  and  beauty,  he  can  feel  no  love ;  sur- 
rounded, tantalized,  tormented  with  riches,  he  can  do  no  good. 
The  races  of  men  pass  before  him  as  in  a  speculum ;  but  he  is 
attached  to  them  by  no  common  tie  of  sympathy  or  suffering. 
He  is  thrown  back  into  himself  and  his  own  thoughts.  He 
lives  in  the  solitude  of  his  own  breast, — ^without  wife  or  child, 
or  friend,  or  enemy  in  the  world.  His  is  the  solitude  of  the 
soul, — not  of  woods,  or  seas,  or  mountains, — but  the  desert  of 
society,  the  waste  and  desolation  of  the  heart.  He  is  himself 
alone.  His  existence  is  purely  contemplative,  and  is  therefore 
intolerable  to  one  who  has  felt  the  rapture  of  affection  or  the 
anguish  of  woe.  The  contrast  between  the  enthusiastic  eager- 
ness of  human  pursuits  and  their  blank  disappointment,  was 
never,  perhaps,  more  finely  pourtrayed  than  in  this  novel.  Mar- 
guerite, the  wife  of  St.  Leon,  is  an  instance  of  pure  and  disin- 
terested afffection  in  one  of  the  noblest  of  her  sex.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  the  author  found  the  model  of  this  character  in 
nature. — Of  *  Mandeville,'  I  shall  say  only  one  word.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  a  falling  off  in  the  subject,  not  in  the  ability. 
The  style  and  declamation  are  even  more  powerful  than  ever. 
But  unless  an  author  surpasses  himself,  and  surprises  the  public 
as  much  the  fourth  or  fifth  time  as  he  did  the  first,  he  is  said  to 
fall  off,  because  there  is  not  the  same  stimulus  of  novelty.  A 
great  deal  is  hcfre  made  out  of  nothing,  or  out  of  a  very  disa- 
greeable subject.  I  cannot  agree  that  the  story  is  out  of  nature. 
The  feeling  is  very  common  indeed ;  though  carried  to  an  un- 
usual arid  improbable  excess,  or  to  one  with  which  from  the 
individuality  and  minuteness  of  the  circumstances,  we  cannot 
readily  sympathise. 

It  is  rare  that  a  philosopher  is  a  writer  of  romances.  The 
union  of  the  two  characters  in  this  author  is  a  sort  of  phenome- 
non in  the  history  of  letters ;  for  I  cannot  but  consider  the  author 
of '  Political  Justice  *  as  a  philosophical  reasoner  of  no  ordinary 
stamp  or  pretensions.  That  work,  whatever  its  defects  may  be, 
is  distinguished  by  the  most  acute  and  severe  logic,  and  by  the 
utmost  boldness  of  thinking,  founded  on  a  love  and  conviction 
of  truth.     It  is  a  system  of  ethics,  and  one  that,  though  I  think 
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it  erroneous  myself,  is  built  on  following  up  into  its  fair  conse* 
quences,  a  very  common  and  acknowledged  principle,  that  ab- 
stract reason  and  general  utility  are  the  only  test  and  standard 
of  moral  rectitude.  If  this  principle  is  true,  then  the  system  is 
true :  but  I  think  that  Mr.  Godwin's  book  has  done  more  than 
anything  else  to  overturn  the  sufficiency  of  this  principle  by  ab- 
stracting, in  a  strict  metaphysical  process,  the  influence  of  reason 
or  the  understanding  in  moral  questions  and  relations  from  that 
of  habit,  sense,  association,  local  and  personal  attachment,  natural 
affection,  &c. ;  and  by  thus  making  it  appear  how  necessary  the 
latter  are  to  our  limited,  imperfect,  and  mixed  being,  how  im- 
possible the  former  as  an  exclusive  guide  of  action,  unless  man 
were,  or  were  capable  of  becoming,  a  purely  intellectual  being. 
Reason  is  no  doubt  one  faculty  of  the  human  mind,  and  the 
chief  gift  of  Providence  to  man ;  but  it  must  itself  be  subject  to 
and  modified  by  other  instincts  and  principles,  because  it  is  not 
the  only  one.  This  work  then,  even  supposing  it  to  be  false,  is 
invaluable,  as  demonstrating  an  important  truth  by  the  reductio 
ad  ahmrdvM ;  or  it  is  an  experimentum  crucis  in  one  of  the  grand 
and  trying  questions  of  moral  philosophy. — In  delineating  the 
character  and  feelings  of  the  hermetic  philosopher  St.  Leon,  pei^ 
haps  the  author  had  not  far  to  go  from  those  of  a  speculative 
philosophical  Recluse.  He  who  deals  in  the  secrets  of  magic, 
or  in  the  secrets  of  the  human  mind,  is  too  often  looked  upon 
with  jealous  eyes  by  the  world,  which  is  no  great  conjurer ;  he 
who  pours  out  his  intellectual  wealth  into  the  lap  of  the  public, 
is  hated  by  those  who  cannot  understand  how  he  came  by  it ; 
he  who  thinks  beyond  his  age,  cannot  expect  the  feelings  of  his 
contemporaries  to  go  along  with  him ;  he  whose  mind  is  of  no 
age  or  country,  is  seldom  properly  recognized  during  his  life- 
time, and  must  wait,  in  order  to  have  justice  done  him,  for  the 
late  but  lasting  award  of  posterity : — ^^  Where  his  treasure  is, 
there  his  heart  is  also." 
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LECTURE  VIL 

L 

On  the  Works  of  Hogarth :  On  the  grand  and  familiar  style  of  Painting. 

If  the  quantity  of  amusement,  or  of  matter  for  more  serious  re- 
flection which  their  works  have  afforded,  is  that  by  which  we 
are  to  judge  of  precedence  among  the  intellectual  benefactors  of 
mankind,  there  are,  perhaps,  few  persons  who  can  put  in  a 
stronger  claim  to  our  gratitude  than  Hogarth.  It  is  not  hazard- 
ing too  much  to  assert,  that  he  was  one  of  the  greatest  comic 
geniuses  that  ever  lived,  and  he  was  certainly  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  men  this  country  has  produced.  Criticism  has 
not  done  him  justice,  though  public  opinion  has.  His  works 
have  received  a  sanction  which  it  would  be  vain  to  dispute,  in 
the  universal  delight  and  admiration  with  which  they  have  been 
regarded,  from  their  first  appearance  to  the  present  moment 
The  wonderful  knowledge  which  he  possessed  of  human  life 
and  manners,  is  only  to  be  surpassed  (if  it  can  be)  by  the  power 
of  invention  with  which  he  has  combined  and  contrasted  his 
materials  in  the  most  ludicrous  and  varied  points  of  view,  and 
by  the  mastery  of  execution  with  which  he  has  embodied  and 
made  tangible  the  very  thoughts  and  passing  movements  of  the 
mind.  Critics  sometimes  object  to  the  style  of  Hogarth's  pic- 
tures, or  to  the  class  to  which  they  belong.  First,  he  belongs 
to  no  class,  or  if  he  does,  it  is  to  the  same  classes  as  Fielding, 
Smollett,  Vanbrugh,  and  Moliere.  Besides,  the  merit  of  his 
pictures  does  not  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  subject,  but  on  the 
knowledge  displayed  of  it,  on  the  number  of  ideas  they  excite, 
on  the  fund  of  thought  and  observation  contained  in  them. 
They  are  to  be  studied  as  works  of  science  as  well  as  of  amuse- 
ment ;  they  satisfy  our  love  of  truth ;  they  fill  up  the  void  in  the 
mind ;  they  form  a  series  of  plates  in  natural  history,  and  of  that 
most  interesting  part  of  natural  history,  the  history  of  our  own 
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species.  Make  what  deductions  you  please  for  the  vulgarity  of 
the  subject,  yet  in  the  research,  the  profundity,  the  absolute  truth 
and  precision  of  the  delineation  of  character ;  in  the  invention 
of  incident,  in  wit  and  humour ;  in  the  life  with  which  they  are 
"  instinct  in  every  part ;"  in  everlasting  variety  and  originality ; 
they  never  have,  and  probably  never  will  be  surpassed.  They 
stimulate  the  faculties  as  well  as  soothe  them.  "  Other  pictures 
we  see,  Hogarth's  we  read." 

The  public  had  not  long  ago  an  opportunity  of  viewing  most 
of  Hogarth's  pictures,  in  the  collection  made  of  them  at  the 
British  Gallery.  The  superiority  of  the  original  paintings  to 
the  common  prints,  is  in  a  great  measure  confined  to  the  '  Max«- 
riage  a-la-Mode,'  with  which  I  shall  begin  my  remarks. 

Boccaccio,  the  most  refined  and  sentimental  of  all  the  novel* 
writers,  has  been  stigmatized  as  the  mere  inventor  of  licentious 
tales,  because  readers  in  general  have  only  seized  on  those 
things  in  his  works  which  Were  suited  to  their  own  taste,  and 
have  thus  reflected  their  own  grossness  back  upon  the  writer. 
So  it  has  happened,  that  the  majority  of  critics  having  been 
most  struck  with  the  strong  and  decided  expression  in  Hogarth, 
the  extreme  delicacy  and  subtle  gradations  of  character  in  his 
pictures,  have  almost  entirely  escaped  them.  In  the  first  picture 
of  the  '  Marriage  a-la-Mode,'  the  three  figures  of  the  young  no* 
bleman,  his  intended  bride,  and  her  inamorato,  the  lawyer,  show 
how  much  Hogarth  excelled  in  the  power  of  giving  soft  and  ef* 
feminate  expression.  They  have,  however,  been  less  noticed 
than  the  other  figures,  which  tell  a  plainer  story,  and  convey  a 
more  palpable  moral  Nothing  can  be  more  finely  managed 
than  the  difierence  of  character  in  these  delicate  personages. 
The  beau  sits  smiling  at  the  looking-glass,  with  a  refiected 
simper  of  self-admiration,  and  a  languishing  inclination  of  the 
head,  while  the  rest  of  his  body  is  perked  up  on  his  high  heels, 
with- a  certain  air  of  tip-toe  elevation.  He  is  the  Narcissus  of 
the  reign  of  George  II.,  whose  powdered  peruke,  rufiles,  gold 
lace,  and  patches,  divide  his  self-love  equally  with  his  o>vn  per- 
son, the  true  Sir  Plume  of  his  day, — 

" Of  amber  BnufT-box  justly  vain, 

And  the  nice  conduct  of  a  clouded  cane.'' 
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There  is  the  same  felicity  in  the  figure  and  attitude  of  the  bride, 
courted  by  the  lawyer.  There  is  the  utmost  flexibility,  and 
yielding  softness  in  her  whole  person,  a  listless  languor  and  tre- 
mulous suspense  in  the  expression  of  her  face.  It  is  the  precise 
look  and  air  which  Pope  has  given  to  his  favourite  Belinda,  just 
at  the  moment  of  the  ^  Rape  of  the  Lock.'  The  heightened 
glow,  the  forw^d  intelligence,  and  loosened  soul  of  love  in 
the  same  face,  in  the  Assignation-scene  before  the  masquerade, 
form  a  fine  and  instructive  contrast  to  the  delicacy,  timidity, 
and  coy  reluctance  expressed  in  the  first.  The  lawyer,  in 
both  pictures,  is  much  the  same — perhaps  too  much  so — ^though 
even  this  unmoved,  unaltered  appearance  may  be  designed  as 
characteristic.  In  both  cases,  he  has  "  a  person  and  a  smooth 
dispose,  framed  to  make  women  false."  He  is  full  of  that  easy 
good-humour,  and  easy  good  opinion  of  himself,  with  which  the 
sex  are  delighted.  There  is  not  a  sharp  angle  in  his  face  to  ob- 
struct his  success,  or  give  a  hint  of  doubt  or  difficulty.  His 
whole  aspect  is  round  and  rosy,  lively  and  unmeaning,  happy 
Avithout  the  least  expense  of  thought,  careless,  and  inviting;  and 
conveys  a  perfect  idea  of  the  uninterrupted  glide  and  pleasing 
murmur  of  the  soft  periods  that  flow  from  his  tongue. 

The  expression  of  the  bride  in  the  Morning-scene  is  the  most 
highly  seasoned,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  vulgar  in  the 
series.  The  figure,  face,  and  attitude  of  the  husband  are  inimi- 
table. Hogarth  has  with  great  skill  contrasted  the  pale  counte- 
nance of  the  husband  with  the  yellow  whitish  colour  of  the 
marble  chimney-piece  behind  him,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pre- 
serve the  fleshy  tone  of  the  former.  The  airy  splendour  of  the 
view  of  the  inner  room  in  this  picture,  is  probably  not  exceeded 
by  any  of  the  productions  of  the  Flemish  school. 

The  Young  Girl,  in  the  third  picture,  who  is  represented  as 
a  victim  of  fashionable  profligacy,  is  unquestionably  o^e  of  the 
artist's  chefs'd?cEuvre.  The  exquisite  delicacy  of  the  pa|ating  is 
only  surpassed  by  the  felicity  and  subtlety  of  the  cori^ption. 
Nothing  can  be  more  striking  than  the  contrast  between  the  ex- 
treme softness  of  her  person  and  the  hardened  indiflference  of  Iier 
character.  The  vacant  stillness,  the  docility  to  vice,  the  prema- 
ture suppression  of  youthful  sensibiJity,  the  doll-like  mechanism 
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of  the  whole  %ure,  which  seems  to  have  no  oth^  feeling  hut  a 
sickly  sense  of  pain, — show  the  deepest  insight  into  human  na- 
ture, and  into  the  effects  of  those  refinements  in  depravity,  hy 
which  it  has  heen  good-naturedly-asserted,  that  "  vice  loses  half 
its  evil  in  losing  aJl  its  grossness."  The  story  of  this  picture  is 
in  some  parts  very  obscure  and  enigmatical.  It  is  certain  that 
the  Nobleman  is  not  looking  straight-fonvard  to  the  Ctuack, 
whom  he  seems  to  have  been  threatening  with  his  cane  ;  but 
that  his  eyes  are  turned  up  with  an  ironical  leer  of  triumph  to 
the  Procuress.  The  commanding  attitude  and  size  of  this 
woman, — the  swelling  circumference  of  her  dress,  spread  out 
like  a  turkey-cock's  feathers, — the  fierce,  ungovernable,  invete- 
rate malignity  of  her  countenance,  which  hardly  needs  the  com- 
ment of  the  clasp-knife  to  explain  her  purpose,  are  all  admirable 
in  themselves,  and  still  more  so,  as  they  are  opposed  to  the  mute 
insensibility,  the  elegant  negligence  of  dress,  and  the  childish 
figure  of  the  girl,  who  is  supposed  to  be  her  protegee.  As  for 
the  Ctuack,  there  can  be  no  doubt  entertained  about  him.  His 
face  seems  as  if  it  were  composed  of  salve,  and  his  features  ex- 
hibit all  the  chaos  and  confusion  of  the  most  gross,  ignorant, 
and  impudent  empiricism. 

The  gradations  of  ridiculous  affectation  in  the  Music-scene, 
are  finely  imagined  and  preserved.  The  preposterous,  over- 
strained admiration  of  the  Lady  of  duality ;  the  sentimental, 
insipid,  patient  delight  of  the  Man  with  his  hair  in  papers,  and 
sipping  his  tea ;  the  pert,  smirking,  conceited,  half-distorted  ap- 
probation of  the  figure  next  to  him ;  the  transition  to  the  total 
insensibility  of  the  round  face  in  profile,  and  then  to  the  wonder 
of  the  Negro-boy  at  the  rapture  of  his  mistress, — ^form  a  perfect 
whole.  The  sanguine  complexion  and  flame-coloured  hair  of 
the  female  Virtuoso  throw  an  additional  light  on  the  character. 
This  is  lost  in  the  print.  The  continuing  the  red  colour  of  the 
hair  into  the  back  of  the  chair,  has  been  pointed  out  as  one  of 
,  those  instances  of  alliteration  in  colouring,  of  which  these  pic- 
tures are  every  where  full.  The  gross,  bloated  appearance  of 
the  Italian  Singer  is  well  relieved  by  the  hard  features  of  the 
instrumental  Performer  behind  him,  which  might  be  carved  of 
wood.    The  Negro-boy,  holding  the  chocolate,  in  expression. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


LBCTOREvn.JON  THE  WORKS  OF  HOGARTH,  ETC.  161 

colour,  and  execution,  is  a  master  piece.  The  gay,  lively  deri- 
sion of  the  other  Negro-boy,  playing  with  the  Actaeon,  is  an  in- 
genious contrast  to  the  profound  amazement  of  the  first.  Some 
account  has  already  been  given  of  the  two  lovers  in  this  picture. 
It  is  curious  to  observe  the  infinite  activity  of  mind  which  the 
artist  displays  on  every  occasion.  An  instance  occurs  in  the 
present  picture.  He  has  so  contrived  the  papers  in  the  hair  of 
the  Bride,  as  to  make  them  look  almost  like  a  wreath  of  half- 
blown  flowers ;  while  those  which  he  has  placed  on  the  head 
of  the  musical  Amateur  very  much  resemble  a  chevaux-de-frise 
of  horns,  which  adorn  and  fortify  the  lack-lustre  expression  and 
mild  resignation  of  the  face  beneath. 

The  '  Night  Scene '  is  inferior  to  the  rest  of  the  series.  The 
attitude  of  the  Husband,  who  is  just  killed,  is  one  in  which  it 
would  be  impossible  for  him  to  stand,  or  even  to  fall.  It  resem- 
bles the  loose  pasteboard  figures  they  make  for  children.  The 
characters  in  the  last  picture,  in  which  the  wife  dies,  are  all 
masterly.  We  would  particularly  refer  to  the  captious,  petulant 
self-sufficiency  of  the  Apothecary,  whose  face  and  figure  are 
constructed  on  exact  physiognomical  principles,  and  to  the  fine 
example  of  passive  obedience,  and  non-resistance  in  the  Servant, 
whom  he  is  taking  to  task,  and  whose  coat  of  green  and  yellow 
livery  is  as  long  and  melancholy  as  his  face.  The  disconsolate 
look,  the  haggard  eyes,  the  open  mouth,  the  comb  sticking  in  the 
hair,  the  broken,  gapped  teeth,  which,  as  it  were,  hitch  in  an 
answer — everything  about  him  denotes  the  utmost  perplexity 
and  dismay.  The  harmony  and  gradations  of  colour  in  this 
picture  are  uniformly  preserved  with  the  greatest  nicety,  and 
axe  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  artist 

We  have  so  far  attempted  to  point  out  the  fund  of  observa- 
tion, physical  and  moral,  contained  in  one  set  of  these  pictures, 
the '  Marriage  a-la-Mode.'  The  rest  would  furnish  as  many 
topics  to  descant  upon,  were  the  patience  of  the  reader  as  inex- 
haustible as  the  painter's  invention.  But  as  this  is  not  the  case, 
we  shall  content  ourselves  with  barely  referring  to  some  of 
those  figures  in  the  other  pictures,  which  appear  the  most  stri- 
king ;  and  which  we  see,  not  only  while  we  are  looking  at 
them,  but  which  we  have  before  us  at  all  other  times.    For  in- 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


162  ON  THE  WORKS  OF  HOGARTH,  ETC.  [lecture  vn. 

stance :  who,  having  seen,  can  easily  forget  that  exquisite  frost- 
piece  of  religion  and  morality,  the  antiquated  prude,  in  the 
picture  of  'Morning?*  or  that  striking  commentary  on  the 
"  good  old  times,"  the  little  appendage  of  a  foot-boy,  who  crawls, 
*  half-famished  and  half-frozen,  behind  her?  The  French  man 
and  woman,  in  th» '  Noon,*  are  the  perfection  of  flighty  aflectation 
and  studied  grimace ;  the  amiable  fraternization  of  the  two  old 
women  saluting  each  other,  is  not  enough  to  be  admired ;  and 
in  the  little  master,  in  the  same  national  group,  we  see  the  early 
promise  and  personification  of  that  eternal  principle  of  won- 
drous self-complacency  proof  against  all  circumstances,  which 
makes  the  French  the  only  people  who  are  vain,  even  of  being 
cuckolded  and  being  conquered !  Or  shall  we  prefer  to  this,  the 
outrageous  distress  and  unmitigated  terrors  of  the  boy  who  has 
dropped  his  dish  of  meat,  and  who  seems  red  all  over  with 
shame  and  vexation,  and  bursting  with  the  noise  he  makes  ? 
Or  what  can  be  better  than  the  good  housewifery  of  the  girl 
underneath,  who  is  devouring  the  lucky  fragments  ?  Or  than 
the  plump,  ripe,  florid,  luscious  look  of  the  servant-wench,  em- 
braced by  a  greasy  rased  of  an  Othello,  with  her  pye-dish 
tottering  like  her  virtue,  and  ^vith  the  most  precious  part  of  its 
contents  running  over?  Just — no,  not  quite-^as  good,  is  the 
joke  of  the  woman  over  head,  who,  having  quarrelled  with  her 
husband,  is  throwing  their  Sunday's  dinner  out  of  the  window, 
to  complete  this,  chapter  of  accidents  of  baked  dishes.  The 
husband,  in  the  'Evening  Scene,'  is  certainly  as  meek  as  any 
recorded  in  history ;  but  we  cannot  say  that  we  admire  this 
picture,  or  the  ' Night  Scene '  after  it  But  then,  in.  the  '  Taste 
in  High  Life,'  there  is  that  inimitable  pair,  difTering  only  in  ©ex, 
congratulating  and  delighting  one  another  by  "  all  the  mutually 
reflected  charities"  of  folly  and  affectation;  with  the  young 
lady,  coloured  like  a  rose,  dandling  her  little,  black,  pug-faced, 
white-teethed,  chuckling  favourite ;  and  with  the  portrait  of  M. 
Des  Noyers,  in  the  back  ground,  dancing  in  a  grand  ballet, 
surrounded  by  butterflies.  And  again,  in  '  The  Election  Din- 
ner,' is  the  immortal  cobbler,  surrounded  by  his  peers,  who, 
"frequent  and  full," — 

"  In  loud  reeess  and  brawling  eonolave  tail** 
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the  Jew,  in  the  second  picture,  a  very  Jew  in  grain — innumera- 
hle  fine  sketches  of  heads  in  the  *  Polling  for  Votes,'  of  which 
the  nobleman,  overlooking  the  caricaturist,  is,  the  best ; — arid 
then  the  irresistible,  tumultuous  display  of  broad  humour  in  the 
*  Chairing  the  Member,'  which  is,  perhaps,  of  all  Hogarth's 
pictures,  the  most  full  of  laughable  incidents  and  situations. 
The  yellow,  rusty-faced  thresher,  with  his  swinging  flail,  break- 
ing the  head  of  one  of  the  chairmen ;  and  his  redoubted  antago- 
nist, the  sailor,  with  his  oak  stick,  and  stumping  wooden  leg,  a 
supplemental  cudgel — the  persevering  ecstasy  of  the  hobbling 
blind  fiddler,  who,  in  the  fray,  appears  to  have  been  trod  upon 
by  the  artificial  excrescence  of  the  honest  tar — Monsieur,  the 
monkey,  with  piteous  aspect,  speculating  the  impending  disaster 
of  the  triumphant  candidate ;  and  his  brother  Bruin,  appropria- 
ting the  paunch — the  precipitoujB  flight  of  the  pigs,  souse  over 
head  into  the  water ;  the  fine  lady  fainting,  with  vermilten  lips  ,* 
and  the  two  chimney-sweepers,  satirical  young  rogues ! — ^I  had 
almost  forgot  the  politician,  who  is  burning  a  hole  through  hisr 
hat  with  a  candle  in  reading  a  newspaper ;  and  the  chickens, 
in  the  '  March  to  Finchley,'  wandering  in  search  of  their  tost 
dam,  who  is  found  in  the  pocket  of  the  Serjeant.  Of  the  pic- 
tures in  the  *  Rake's  Progress,'  exhibited  in  this  collection,  I 
shall  not  here  say  anything,  because  I  think  them,  on  the 
whole,  inferior  to  the  prints,  and  because  they  have  already 
been  criticised  by  a  writer,  to  whom  I  could  add  nothing,  in  a 
paper  which  ought  to  be  read  by  every  lover  of  Hogarth  and 
of  English  genius — I  mean,  'Mr.  Lamb's  Essay  on  the  works 
of  Hogarth.'  I  shall  at  present  proceed  to  form  some  estimate 
of  the  ^tyle  of  art  in  which  this  painter  excelled. 

What  distinguishes  his  compositions  from  all  others  of  the 
same  general  kind,  is,  that  they  are  equally  remote  from  cari- 
cature and  firom  mere  still  life.  It  of  course  happens  in  subjects 
taken  from  common  life,  that  the  painter  can  procure  real  models, 
and  he  can  get  them  to  sit  as  long  as  he  pleases.  Hehce,*  in 
genetal,  those  attitudes  and  expressions  have  been  chosen  which 
could  be  assumed  the  longest ;  and  in  imitating  which,  the 
artist,  by  taking  pains  and  time,  might  produce  almost  as  com- 
plete facsimiles  as  he  could  of  a  flower  or  a  flower-pot,  of  a. 
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damask  curtain  or  a  china  vase.  The  copy  was  as  perfect  and 
as  uninteresting  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  oUier.  On  the  contra- 
ry, subjects  of  drollery  and  ridicule,  affording  frequent  example^ 
of  strange  deformity  and  peculiarity  of  features,  these  have  been 
eagerly  seized  by  another  class  of  artists,  who,  without  subject- 
ing themselves  to  the  laborious  drudgery  of  the  Dutch  school 
and  their  imitators,  have  produced  our  popular  caricatures,  by 
rudely  copying  or  exaggerating  the  casual  irregularities  of  the 
human  countenance.  IJogarth  has  equally  avoided  the  faults 
of  both  these  styles ;  the  insipid  tameness  of  the  one,  and  the 
gross  extravagance  of  the  other,  so  as  to  give  to  the  productions 
of  his  pencil  equal  solidity  and  effect.  For  his  faces  go  to 
the  very  verge  of  caricature,  and  yet  never  (I  believe  in  any 
single  instance)  go  beyond  it :  they  take  the  very  widest  latitude, 
and  yet  we  always  see  the  lioks  which  bind  them  to  nature : 
they  bear  all  the  marks,  and  carry  all  the  conviction  of  reality 
with  them,  as  if  we  had  seen  the  actual  faces  for  the  first  time, 
from  the  precision,  consistency,  and  good  sense  with  which  the 
whole  and  every  part  is  made  out.  They  exhibit  the  most  un- 
commoti  features,  with  the  most  uncommon  expressions;  but 
which  yet  are  as  familiar  and  intelligible  as  possible,  because, 
with  all  the  boldness,  they  have  all  the  truth  of  nature.  Ho- 
garth has  left  behind  him  as  many  of  these  memorable  faces,  in 
their  memorable  moments,  as,  perhaps,  most  of  us  remember  in 
the  course  of  our  lives,  apd  has  thus  doubled  the  quantity  of 
our  experience. 

It  will  assist  us  in  forming  a  more  determinate  idea  of  the 
peculiar  genius  of  Hogarth,  to  compare  him  with  a  deservedly 
admired  artist  in  our  own  time&  The  highest  authority  on  art 
in  this  country,  I  understand,  has  pronounced  that  Mr.  Wilkie 
united  the  excellencies  of  Hogarth  to  those  of  Teniers.  I  demur 
to  this  decision  in  both  its  branches :  but  in  demurring  to  author- 
ity it  is  necessary  to  give  our  reasons.  I  conceive  that  this 
ingenious  and  attentive  observer  of  nature  has  certain  essential, 
real,  and  indisputable  excellencies  of  his  own ;  and  I  think  it, 
therefore,  the  less  important  to  clothe  him  with  any  vicarious 
merits  which  do  not  belong  tp  him.  Mr.  Wilkie's  pictures,' 
generally  speaking,  derive  almost  their  whole  value  from  their 
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reality,  or  the  truth  of  the  representation.  They  are  works  of 
pure  imitative  art ;  and  the  test  of  this  style  of  composition  is  to 
represent  nature  faithfully  and  happily  in  its  simplest  combina- 
tions. It  may  be  said  of  an  artist  like  Mr.  Wilkie,  that  nothing 
human  is  indifferent  to  him.  His  mind  takes  an  interest  in, 
and  it  ^ves  an  interest  to,  the  most  familiar  scenes  and  transac- 
tions of  life.  He  professedly  gives  character,  thought,  and 
passion,  in  their  lowest  degrees,  and  in  their  every-day  forms. 
He  selects  the  commonest  events  and  appearances  of  nature  for 
his  subjects ;  and  trusts  to  their  very  commonness  for  the  interest 
and  amusement  he  is  to  excite.  Mr.  Wilkie  is  a  serious,  prosaic, 
literal  narrator  of  facts ;  and  his  pictures  may  be  considered  as 
diaries,  or  minutes  of  what  is  passing  constantly  about  us.  Ho- 
garth, on  the  contrary,  is  essentially  a  comic  painter ;  his  pictures 
are  not  indifferent,  unimpassioned,  transcripts  of  incidental  scenes 
or  customs,  or  descriptions  of  human  nature,  but  rich,  exuberant 
moral  satires,  exposing  vice  and  folly  in  their  most  ludicrous 
points  of  view,  and,  with  a  profound  insight  into  the  weak  sides 
of  character  and  manners  in  all  their  tendences,  combinations, 
and  contrasts.  There  is  not  a  single  picture  of  his  containing  a 
representation  of  merely  natural  or  domestic  scenery.  He  is 
carried  away  by  a  passion  ifor  the  ridiculous.  His  object  is  not 
so  much  "to  hold  the  mirror  up  to  nature"  as  "to  show  vice 
her  own  feature,  scorn  her  own  image."  He  is  so  far  from  con- 
tenting himself  with  still-life  that  he  is  always  on  the  verge  of 
caricature,  though  without  ever  falling  into  it.  He  does  not 
represent  folly  or  vice  in  its  incipient,  or  dormant,  or  grub  state ; 
but  full-grown,  with  wings,  pampered  into  all  sorts  of  affectation, 
airy,  ostentatious,  and  extravagant.  Folly  is  there  seen  at  the 
height — the  moon  is  at  the  full ;  it  is  "  the  very  error  of  the 
time."  There  is  a  perpetual  collision  of  eccentricities — a  tilt 
and  tournament  of  absurdities ;  the  prejudices  and  caprices  of 
mankind  are  let  loose,  and  set  together  by  the  ears,  as  in  a  bear- 
garden. Hogarth  paints  nothing  but  comedy  or  tragi-comedy. 
Wilkie  paints  neither  one  nor  the  other.  Hogarth  never  looks 
at  any  object  but  to  find  out  a  moral  or  a  ludicrous  effect. 
Wilkie  never  looks  at  any  object  but  to  see  that  it  is  there.  Ho- 
garth's pictures  are  a  perfect  jest-book  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
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I  do  not  remember  a  single  joke  in  Wilkie^s,  except  one  very  bad 
one  of  the  boy  in  the  *  Blind  Fiddler/  scraping  the  grid-iron,  or 
fire-shovel,  I  forget  which  it  is.*  In  looking  at  Hogarth,  you 
are  ready  to  burst  your  sides  with  laughing  at  the  unaccounta- 
ble jumble  of  odd  things  which  are  brought  together ;  you  look 
at  Wilkie's  pictures  with  a  mingled  feeling  of  curiosity  and  ad- 
nwration  at  the  accuracy  of  the  representation.  For  instance, 
there  is  a  most  admirable  head  of  a  man  coughing  in  the  '  Rent 
Day  ;*  the  action,  the  keeping^  the  choked  sensation,  are  inimi- 
table ;  but  there  is  nothing  to  laugh  at  in  a  man  coughing. 
What  strikes  the  mind  is  the  difficulty  of  a  man's  being  painted 
coughing,  wiiich  here  certainly  is  a  masterpiece  of  art  But 
turn  to  die  blackguard  cobbler  in  the  *  Election  Dinner,*  who. 
has  been  smutting  his  neighbour's  face  over,  and  who  is  lolling 
out  his  tongue  at  the  joke,  with  a  most  surprising  obliquity  of 
vision,  and  immediately  "  your  lungs  begin  to  crow  like  chanti- 
cleer." Again,  there  is  the  little  boy  crying  in  the  *  Cut  Finger,' 
who  only  giyes  you  the  idea  of  a  cross,  disagreeable,  obstinate 
child  in  pain ;  whereas  the  same  face  in  Hogarth's  '  Noon,'  from 
the  ridiculous  perplexity  it  is  in,  and  its  extravagant,  noisy, 
^nfelt  distress,  at  the  accident  of  having  let  fall  the  pye-dish,  is 
quite  irresistible.  Mr.  Wilkie,  in  his  picture  of  the  *  Ale-house 
Door,'  I  believe,  painted  Mr.  Liston  as  one  of  the  figures  with- 
out any  great  effect.  Hogarth  would  have  given  any  price  for 
such  a  subject,  and  would  have  made  it  worth  any  money.  I 
have  never  seen  anything  in  the  expression  of  comic  humour 
equal  to  Hogarth's  pictures  but  Liston's  face ! 

Mr.  Wilkie  paints  interiors,  but  still  you  generally  connect 
them  with  the  country.  .  Hogarth,  even  when  he  paints  people 
In  the  open  air,  represents  them  either  as  coming  from  London, 
as  in  the  polling  for  votes  at  Brentford,  or  as  returning  to  it,  as 
the  dyer  and  his  wife  at  Bagnigge  Wells.  In  this  last  picture 
he  has  contrived  to  convert  a  common  rural  image  into  a  type 
a:nd  emblem  of  city  honours.  In  fact,  I  know  no  one  who  had 
a  less  pastoral  imagination  than  Hogarth.    He  delights  in  the 

*  The  Waiter  drawing  the  cork,  in  the  '  Rent-day/ 10  another  exception, 
«nd  qtift^' Hogelrtbiaii. 
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thick  of  St  Giles's  or  St.  James's.  His  pictures  breathe  a  cer- 
tain close,  greasy,  tavern  air.  The  fare  he  serves  up  to  us  con- 
sists of  highnseasoned  dishes,  ragouts,  and  olla  podridas,  like  the 
supper  in  *  Gil  Bias,'  which  it  requires  a  strong  stomach  to  di- 
gest. Mr.  Wilkie  presents  us  with  a  sort  of  lehten  fare,  very- 
good  and  wholesome,  but  rather  insipid  than  overpowering! 
Mr.  Wilkie's  pictures  are,  in  general,  much  better  painted  than 
Hogarth's ;  but  the  '  Marria^e-a-la-Mode '  is  superior  both  in 
colour  and  execution  to  any  of  Wilkie's.  I  may  add  here,  with- 
out any  disparagement,  that,  as  an  artist,  Mr.  Wilkie  is  hardly 
to  be  mentioned  with  Teniers.  Neither  in  truth  and  brilliant 
clearness  of  colouring,  nor  in  facility  of  execution,  is  there  any 
comparison.  Teniers  was  a  perfect  master  in  all  these  respects, 
and  our  own  countryman  is  positively  defective,  notwithstanding 
the  very  laudable  care  with  which  he  finishes  every  part  of  his 
pictures.  There  is  an  evident  smear  and  dragging  of  the  paint, 
which  is  also  of  a  bad  purple  or  puttyish  tone,  and  which  never 
appears  in  the  pictures  of  the  Flemish  artist,  any  more  than  in 
a  looking-glass.  Teniers,  probably  from  his  facility  of  execu- 
tion, succeeded  in  giving  a  more  local  and  momentary  expres- 
sion to  his  figures.  They  seem  each  going  on  with  his  particu- 
Inr  amusement  or  occupation ;  Wilkie's  have,  in  general,  more 
a  look  of  sitting  for  their  pictures.  Their  compositions  are  very 
diflferent  also ;  and  in  this  respect,  I  believe,  Mr.  Wilkie  has  the 
advantage.  Teniers's  boors  are  usually  amusing  themselves  at 
skittles,  or  dancing,  or  drinking,  or  smoking,  or  doing  what  they 
like,  in  a  careless,  desultory  way ;  and  so  the  composition  is 
loose  and  irregular.  Wilkie's  figures  are  all  drawn  up  in  a 
regular  order,  and  engaged  in  one  principal  action,  with  occa- 
sicmal  episodes.  The  story  of  the  '  Blind  Fiddler '  is  the  most 
interesting  and  the  best  told  The  two  children  standing  before 
the  musician  are  delightful.  The  'Card-players'  is  the  best 
coloured  of  his  pictures,  if  I  am  not  mistaken.  The  '  Village 
Politicians,'  though  excellent  as  to  character  and  composition, 
is  inferior  as  a  picture  to  those  which  Mr.  Wilkie  has  since 
painted.  His  latest  pictures,  however,  do  not  appear  to  me  to 
be  his  best.  There  is  something  of  manner  and  affectation  in 
the  grouping  of  the  figures,  and  a  pink  and  rosy  colour  spread 
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over  them,  which  is  out  of  place.  The  hues  of  Rubens  and  Sir 
Joshua  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Wilkie's  subjects.  One  of  his  last 
pictures,  that  of  ^  Duncan  Gray,'  is  equally  remarkable  for 
sweetness  and  simplicity  in  colour,  composition,  and  expression. 
I  must  here  conclude  this  very  general  account ;  for  to  point  out 
the  particular  beauties  of  every  one  of  his  pictures  in  detail, 
would  require  an  Essay  by  itself. 

I  have  promised  to  say  something  in  this  Lecture  on  the  dif- 
ference between  the  grand  and  famihar  style  of  painting ;  and  I 
shall  throw  out  what  imperfect  hints  I  have  been  able  to  collect 
on  this  subject,  so  often  attempted  and  never  yet  succeeded  in, 
taking  the  examples  and  illustrations  from  Hogarth,  that  is,  from 
what  he  possessed  or  wanted  in  each  kind. 

And  first,  the  difference  is  not  that  between  imitation  and  in- 
vention ;  for  there  is  as  much  of  this  last  quality  in  Hogarth  as 
in  any  painter  or  poet  whatever.  As  for  example,  to  take  two 
of  his  pictures  only,  I  mean  the  'Enraged  Musician'  and  the' 
'  Gin  Lane ;'  in  one  of  which  every  conceivable  variety  of  disa- 
greeable and  discordant  sound — ^the  razor-grinder  turning  his 
wheel ;  the  boy  with  his  drum,  and  the  girl  with  her  rattle  mo- 
mentarily suspended;  the  pursuivant  blowing  his  horn;  the 
shrill  milk-woman;  the  inexorable  ballad-singers  with  her 
squalling  infant ;  the  pewterer's  shop  close  by ;  the  fish-women ; 
the  chimney-sweepers  at  the  top  of  a  chimney,  and  the  two 
cats  in  melodious  concert  on  the  ridge  of  the  tiles ;  with  the  bells 
ringing  in  the  distance,  as  we  see  by  the  flags  flying ; — and  in 
the  other,  the  complicated  forms  and  signs  of  deadi  and  ruinous 
decay — the  woman  on  the  stairs  of  the  bridge  asleep,  letting  her 
child  fall  over ;  her  ghastly  companion  opposite,  next  to  death's 
door,  with  hollow,  famished  cheeks  and  staring  ribs ;  the  dog 
fighting  with  the  man  for  the  bare  shin-bone ;  the  man  hanging 
himself  in  a  garret;  the  female  corpse  put  into  a  coffin  by 
the  parish  beadle;  the  men  marching  after  a  funeral,  seen 
through  a  broken  wall  in  the  back  ground;  and  the  very 
houses  reeling  as  if  drunk  and  tumbling  about  the  ears  of  the 
infatuated  victims  below,  the  pawnbroker's  being  the  only  one 
that  stands  firm  and  unimpaired — enforce  the  moral  meant  to 
be  conveyed  by  each  of  these  pieces  with  a  richness  and  re-| 
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search  of  combination  and  artful  contrast  not  easily  paralleled 
in  any  production  of  the  pencil  or  the  pen.  The  clock  pointing 
to  four  in  the  morning,  in  ^  Modem  Midnight  Conversation,'  just 
as  the  immoveable  Parson  Ford  is  filling  out  another  glass  from 
a  brimming  punch-bowl,  while  most  of  his  companions,  with  the 
exception  of  the  sly  lawyer,  are  falling  around  him  "  like  leaves 
in  October ;"  and  again,  the  extraordinary  mistake  of  the  man 
leaning  against  the  post,  in  the  '  Lord  Mayor's  Procession'— 
show  a  mind  capable  of  seizing  the  most  rare  and  transient 
coincidences  of  ^things,  of  imagining  what  either  never  happened 
at  all,  or  of  instantly  fixing  on  and  applying  to  its  purpose  what 
never  happened  but  once.  So  far,  the  invention  shown  in  the 
great  style  of  painting  is  poor  in  the  comparison.  Indeed,  gran- 
deur is  supposed  (whether  rightly  or  not,  I  shall  not  here  in- 
quire) to  imply  a  simplicity  inconsistent  with  this  inexhaustible 
variety  of  incident  and  circumstantial  detail 

Secondly,  the  difference  between  the  ideal  and  familiar  style 
is  not  to  be  explained  by  the  difference  between  the  genteel  and 
vulgar ;  for  it  is  evident  that  Hogarth  was  almost  as  much  at 
home  in  the  genteel  comedy  as  in  the  broad  farce  of  his  pictures. 
He  excelled  not  only  in  exhibiting  the  coarse  humours  and  dis- 
gusting incidents  of  the  lowest  life,  but  in  exhibiting  the  vices, 
^e  follies,  and  the  firivolity  of  the  fashionable  manners  of  his 
time :  his  fine  ladies  do  not  yield  the  palm  of  ridicule  to  his 
waiting-maids,  and  his  lords  and  his  footmen  are  on  a  very  re- 
spectable footing  of  equality.  There  is  no  want,  for  example,  in 
the  '  Marriage-a-la-Mode,'  or  in  *  Taste  in  High  Life,'  of  aflTecta- 
.tion  verging  into  idiocy,  or  of  languid  sensibility  that  might-* 

§ 

"  Die  of  a  rose  in  aromatic  pain." 

Many  of  Hogarth's  characters  would  form  admirable  illustra- 
tions of  Pope's  Satires,  who  was  contemporary  with  him.  In 
short,  Hogarth  was  a  painter,  not  of  low  but  of  real  life;  and 
the  ridiculous  and  prominent  features  of  high  or  low  life,  '^  of 
the  great  vulgar  or  the  small,"  lay  equally  open  to  him.  The 
country  girl,  in  the  first  plate  of  the  *  Harlot's  Progress,'  coming 
out  of  the  wagon,  is  not  more  simple  and  ungainly  than  the 
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same  figure,  in  the  second,  is  thoroughly  initiated  into  the  mys- 
teries of  her  art)  and  suddenly  accomplUhed  in  all  the  airs  and 
graces  of  affectation,  ease,  and  impudence.  The  affected  lan- 
guor and  imbecility  of  the  «same  girl  afterwards,  when  put  to 
beat  hemp  in  ^idewell,  is  exactly  in  keeping  with  the  charac- 
ter she  has  been  taught  to  assume.  Sir  Joshua  could  do  nothing 
like  it  in  his  line  of  portrait,  which  differed  chiefly  in  the  back 
ground.  The  fine  gentleman  at  his  levee,  in  the  *  Rake's  Pro^ 
gress,'  is  also  a  complete  model  of  a  person  of  rank  and  fortune, 
surrounded  by  needy  and  worthless  adventurers,  fiddlers,  poetr 
asters  and  virtuosi,  as  was  the  custom  in  those  days.  Lord 
Chesterfield  himself  would  not  have  been  disgraced  by  sitting 
for  it.  I  might  multiply  examples  to  show  that  Hogarth  was 
not  characteristically  deficient  in  that  kind  of  elegance  which 
arises  from  an  habitual  attention  to  external  appearance  and  de- 
portment. I  will  only  add  as  instances,  among  his  women,  the 
two  degarUes  in  the  '  Bedlam  Scene,'  who  are  dressed  (allowing 
for  the  difference  of  not  quite  a  century)  "in  the  manner  of 
Ackerman's  fashions  for  May ;"  and  among  the  men,  the  law- 
yer in  '  Modem  Midnight  Conversation,'  whose  gracious  signifi- 
cant leer  and  sleek  lubricated  countenance  exhibit  all  the  happy 
finesse  of  his  profession,  when  a  silk  gown  has  been  added,  or 
is  likely  to  be  added  to  it ;  and  several  figures  in  the  Cockpit, 
who  are  evidently,  at  the  first  glance,  gentlemen  of  the  old 
school,  and  where  the  mixture  of  the  blacklegs  with  the  higher 
character  is  a  still  further  test  of  the  discriminating  skill  of  the 
painter. 

Agaim  Hogarth  had  not  only  a  perception  of  fashion,  but  a 
sense  of  natural  beauty.  There  are  as  many  pleasing  faces  in 
his  pictures  as  in  Sir  Joshua.  Witness  the  girl  picking  the 
rake's  pocket  in  the  'Bagnio'  scene,  whom  we  might  suppose 
tOE  be  "  the  chaitndng  Betsy  Careless ;"  the  poef  s  wife,  hand- 
somer than  falls  to  the  lot  of  most  poets,  who  are  generally  more 
intent  upon  the  idea  in  their  own  minds  than  on  the  image  be- 
fore them,  and  are  glad  to  take  up  with  dukineas  of  their  own 
creating ;  the  theatrical  heroine  in  the  '  Southwark  Fair,'  who 
^oald  be  an  accession  to  either  of  our  play-houses;  the  girl 
jttlee^  ogled  by  liie  olerk  in  dhuroh^inie^  and  the  sweetheart  of 
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the  ^  Good  Apprentice'  in  the  reading  desk,  in  the  second  of  that 
series,  almost  an  ideal  face  and  expression ;  the  girl  in  her  cap 
selected  for  a  partner  by  the  footman  in  the  print  of  *  Moming^^ 
very  handsome ;  and  many  others  equally  iso,  scattered  like 
"  stray-gifts  of  love  and  beauty"  through  these  pictures.  Ho- 
garth was  not  then  exfclusively  the  painter  of  deformity.  He 
painted  beauty  or  ugliness  indifferently,  as  they  came  in  his 
way ;  and  was  not  by  nature  confined  to  those  faces  which  are 
painful  and  disgusting,  as  many  would  have  us  believe. 

Again,  neither  are  we  to  look  for  the  solution  of  the  difficulty 
in  the  difference  between  the  comic  and  the  tragic,  between 
loose  laughter  and  deep  passion.  For  Mr.  Lamb  has  shown 
unanswerably  that  Hogarth  is  quite  at  home  in  scenes  of  the 
deepest  distress,  in  the  heart-rending  calamities  of  common  life, 
in  the  expression  of  ungovernable  rage,  silent  despair,  or  moody 
madness,  enhanced  by  the  tenderest  S3rmpathy,  or  aggravated 
by  the  frightful  contrast  of  the  most  impenetrable  and  obdurate 
insensibility,  as  we  see  strikingly  exemplified  in  the  latter  prints 
of  the  *  Rake's  Progress.'  To  the  unbeliever  in  Hogarth's  pow- 
er over  the  passions  and  the  feelings  of  the  heart,  the  characters 
there  speak  like  "  the  hand-writing  on  the  wall."  If  Mr.  Lamb 
has  gone  too  far  in  paralleling  some  of  these  appalling  represen- 
tations with  Shakspeare,  he  was  excusable  in  being  led  to  set 
off  what  may  be  considered  as  a  staggering  paradox  against  a 
rooted  prejudice.  At  any  rate  the  inferiority  of  Hogarth  (be  it 
what  it  may)  did  not  arise  from  a  want  of  passion  and  intense 
feeling ;  and  in  this  respect  he  had  the  advantage  over  Fielding, 
for  instance,  and  others  of  our  comic  writers,  wiio  excelled  only 
in  the  light  and  ridiculous.  There  is  in  general  «  distinction, 
almost  an  impassable  one,  between  the  power  of  embodying  the 
serious  and  the  ludicrous ;  but  these  contradictory  faculties  were 
reconciled  in  Hogarth,  as  they  were  in  Shakspeare,  in  Chaucer, 
and  as  it  is  said  that  they  were  in  another  extraordinary  and 
later  instance,  Garrick's  acting. 

None  of  these,  then,  will  do :  neither  will  the  most  mastoriy 
and  entire  keeping  of  character  lead  us  td  an  explanation  of  the 
grand  and  ideal  style ;  for  Hogarth  possessed  the  most  com|^ete 
and  absolute  mastery  over  the  truth  and  identity  of  expression 
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and  features  in  his  subjects.  Every  stroke  of  his  pencil  telb 
Bccordinnr  to  a  preconception  in  his  mind.  If  the  eye  squints, 
the  mouth  is  distorted ;  every  feature  acts  and  is  acted  upon  by 
the  rest  of  the  face ;  even  the  dress  and  attitude  are  such  as 
could  be  proper  to  no  other  figure :  the  whole  is  under  the  in- 
fluence of  one  impulse,  that  of  truth  and  nature.  Look  at  the 
heads  in  the  Cockpit  already  mentioned,  one  of  the  most  master- 
ly of  his  productions  in  this  way,  where  the  workings  of  the 
mind  are  seen  in  every  muscle  of  every  face ;  and  the  same  ex- 
pression, more  intense  or  relaxed,  of  hope  or  of  fear,  is  stamped 
on  each  of  the  characters,  so  that  you  could  no  more  transpose 
any  part  of  one  countenance  to  another,  than  you  could  change 
a  profile  to  a  front  face.  Hogarth  was,  in  one  sense,  strictly  an 
historical  painter :  that  is,  he  represented  the  manners  and  hu- 
mours of  mankind  in  action,  and  their  characters  by  varied  ex- 
pression. Everything  in  his  pictures  has  life  and  motion  in  it 
Not  only  does  the  business  of  the  scene  never  stand  still,  but 
every  feature  is  put  into  full  play ;  the  exact  feeling  of  the  mo- 
ment is  brought  out,  and  carried  to  its  utmost  height,  and  then 
instantly  seized  and  stamped  on  the  canvass  for  ever.  The  ex- 
pression is  always  taken  en  passant^  in  a  state  of  progress  or 
change,  and,  as  it  were,  at  the  salient  point.  Besides  the  ex- 
cellence of  each  individual  face,  the  reflection  of  the  exp^ssion 
from  face  to  face,  the  contrast  and  struggle  of  particular  motives 
and  feelings  in  the  different  actors  in  the  scene,  as  of  anger,  con- 
tempt, laughter,  compassion,  are  conveyed  in  the  happiest  and 
most  lively  manner.  His  figures  are  not  like  the  back-ground 
on  which  they  are  painted :  even  the  pictures  on  the  wall  have 
a  peculiar  look  of  their  own.  All  this  is  effected  by  a  few  de- 
cisive and  rapid  touches  of  the  pencil,  careless  in  appearance, 
but  infallible  in  their  results ;  so  that  one  great  criterion  of  the 
grand  style  insisted  on  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  that  of  leaving 
out  the  details,  and  attending  to  general  character  and  outline, 
belonged  to  Hogarth.  He  did  not,  indeed,  arrive  at  middle 
forms  or  neutral  expression,  which  Sir  Joshua  makes  another 
test  of  the  ideal ;  for  Hogarth  was  not  insipid.  That  was  the 
last  fault  with  which  he  could  be  chsgrged.    But  he  had  breaddl 
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and  boldness  of  manner,  as  well  as  any  of  them ;  so  that  neither 
does  that  constitute  the  ideal. 

What  then  does?  We  have  reduced  this  to  something  like 
the  last  remaining  quantity  in  an  equation,  where  all  the  others 
have  been  ascertained.  Hogarth  had  all  the  other  parts  of  an 
original  and  accomplished  genius  except  this ;  but  this  he  had 
not.  He  had  an  intense  feeling  and  command  over  the  impres- 
sions of  sense,  of  habit,  of  chara'cter,  and  passion,  the  serious  and 
the  comic,  in  a  word,  of  nature,  as  it  fell  within  his  own  obser* 
vation,  or  came  within  the  sphere  of  his  actual  experience ;  but 
he  had  little  power  beyond  that  sphere,  or  sympathy  with  that 
which  existed  only  in  idea.  He  was  ^'  conformed  to  this  world, 
not  transformed."  If  he  attempted  to  paint  Pharaoh's  daughter, 
and  Paul  before  Felix,  he  lost  himself.  His  mind^  had  feet  and 
hands,  but  not  wings  to  fly  with.  There  is  a  mighty  world  of 
sense,  of  custom,  of  every-day  action,  of  accidents  and  objects 
coming  home  to  us,  and  interesting  because  they  do  so ;  the 
gross,  material,  stirring,  noisy  world  of  common  life  and  selfish 
passion,'  of  which  Hogarth  was  absolute  lord  and  master :  there 
is  another  mightier  world,  that  which  exists  only  in  conception 
and  in  power,  the  universe  of  thought  and  sentiment,  that  8U]> 
rounds  and  is  raised  above  the  ordinary  world  of  reality,  as  the 
empyrean  surrounds  this  nether  globe,  into  which  few  are  priv* 
ileged  to  soar  with  mighty  wings  outspread,  and  in  which,  as 
power  is  given  them  to  embody  their  aspiring  fancies,  to  ^  giro 
to  airy  nothing  a  local  habitation  and  a  name,''  to  fill  with  ima^ 
ginary  shapes  of  beauty  or  sublimity,  and  make  the  dark  abyss 
pregnant,,  bringing  that  which  is  remote  home  to  us,  raising 
themselves  to  the  lofty,  sustaining  themselves  on  the  refined  and 
abstracted,  making  all  things  like  not  what  we  know  and  feel 
in  ourselves,  in  this  "  ignorant  present "  time,  but  like  what  they 
must  be  in  themselves,  or  in  our  noblest  idea  of  them,  and  stamp- 
ing that  idea  with  reality,  (but  chiefly  clothing  the  best  and  the 
highest  with  grace  and  grandeur:)  this  is  the  ideal  in  art,  in 
poetry,  and  in  painting.  There  are  things  which  are  cogniza- 
ble only  to  sense,  which  interest  only  our  more  immediate  in- 
stincts and  passions ;  the  want  of  food,  the  loss  of  a  limb,  or  of  a 
sum  of  money:  there  axe  others  that  appeal  to  different  audi. 
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nobler  faculties ;  the  wants  of  the  mind,  the  hunger  and  thirst 
after  truth  and  beauty ;  that  is,  to  faculties  commensurate  wiUi 
objects  greater  and  of  greater  refinement,  which  to  be  grand 
must  extend  beyond  ourselves  to  others,  and  our  interest  in  which 
must  be  refined  in  proportion  as  fhey  do  so,*  The  interest  in  these 
subjects  is  in  proportion  to  the  power  of  conceiving  them,  and  the 
power  of  conceiving  them  is  in  proportion  to  the  interest  and 
afiection  for  them,  to  the  innate  bias  of  the  mind  to  elevate  itself 
above  everything  low,  and  purify  itself  firom  everything  gross. 
Hogarth  only  transcribes  or  transposes  what  was  tangible  and 
visible,  not  the  abstracted  and  intelligible.  You  see  in  his  pic- 
tures onJy  the  faces  which  you  yourself  have  seen,  or  others  like 
them ;  none  of  his  characters  are  thinking  of  any  person  or  thing 
out  of  the  picture ;  you  are  only  interested  in  the  objects  of  their 
contention  or  pursuit,  because  they  themselves  are  interested  in 
them.  There  is  nothing  remote  in  thought,  or  comprehensive 
in  feeling.  The  whole  is  intensely  personal  and  local,  but  the 
interest  of  the  ideal  and  poetical  style  of  art,  relates  to  more  per- 
manent and  universal  objects;  and  the  characters  and  iorms 
must  be  such  as  to  correspond  with  and  sustain  that  interest, 
and  give  external  grace  and  dignity  to  it  Such  were  the  sub- 
jects which  Raphael  chose ;  faces  imbued  with  unalterable  sen- 
timent, and  figures  that  stand  in  the  eternal  silence  of  thought 
He  places  before  you  objects  of  everlasting  interest,  events  of  great- . 
est  magnitude,  and  persons  in  them  fit  for  the  scen^  of  action — 
warriors  and  kings,  princes  and  nobles,  and  greater  yet,  poets 
and  philosophers,  and  mightier  than  these,  patriarchs  and  apos- 
tleS)  prophets  and  founders  of  religion,  saints  and  martyrs,  angels 
wad  the  Son  of  Go4<  We  know  their  importance  and  their  high 
caUing,  and  w:e  feel  that  they  do  not.  belie  it  We  see  them  as 
they  were  painted^  with  the  eye  of  faith.  The  light  which  they 
have  kindled  in  theworld  is  reflected  back  upon  their  faces ;  the 

*  When  Meg  Merrilies  says  in  her  dying  moments — "  Nay,  nay,  lay  my 
head  to  the  east,"  what  was  the  east  to  herl  Not  a  reality,  but  an  idea. 
of  distant  time  and  the  land  of  her  forefathers;  the  last,  the  strongest,  «|id 
the  best  fhat  occurred  to  her  in  thi<  world.  Her  gipsy  slang  and  dress 
wen  quaint  and  grotesque ;  her  attachment  to  the  Kaim  of  Demcleugh  uxd 
the  wood  of  Wtucrock  was  romantic ;  her  worship  of  the  east  was  ideal. 
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awe  and  honxage  which  has  been  paid  to  them  is  seated  upon 
their  brow,  and  encirclei^  them  like  a  glory.  All  those  who 
come  before  them  are  conscious  of  a  superior  presence.  For 
example,  the  beggars  in  the  Gate  Beautiful  are  impressed  with 
this  ideal  borrowed  character.  Would  not  the  cripple  and  the 
halt  feel  a  difference  of  sensation,  and  express  it  outwardly  in 
such  circumstances?  And  was  the  painter  wrong  to  transfer 
this  sense  of  preternatural  power  and  the  confidence  of  a  saving 
faith  to  his  cajavass?  Hogarth's '  Pool  of  Bethesda,'  on  the. con- 
trary, is  only  a  collection  of  common  beggars  receiving. an  alms. 
The  waters  may  be  stirred,  but  the  mind  is  not  stirred  with 
thexn.  The  fowls,  again,  in  the  ^  Miraculous  Draught  of  Fishes,' 
exult  and  clap  their  wings,  and  seem  lifted  up  with  some  unusual 
cause  of  joy.  There  is  not  the  same  expansive,  elevated  princi- 
ple in  Hogarth.  He  has  amiable  and  praise-worthy  characters, 
indeed,  among  his  bad  ones.  The  master  of  the  industrious  and 
idle  apprentice  is  a  good  citizen  and  a  virtuous  man ;  but  his 
benevolence  is  mechanical  and  confined ;  it  extends  only  to  his 
shop,  or,  at  most,  to  his  ward.  His  face  is  not  ruffled  by  passion, 
nor  is  it  inspired  by  thought.  To  give  another  instance,  the 
face  of  the  faithful  female  fainting  in  the  prison  scene  in  the 
'Hake's  Progress,'  is  more  one  of  effeminate  softness  than  of  dis- 
interested tenderness,  or  heroic  constancy.  ,  But  in  the  pictures 
of  the  *  Mother  and  Child,'  by  Raphael  and  Leonardo  Da  V^nci, 
we  see  all  the  tenderness  purified  from  all  the  weakness  of  ma- 
ternal affection,  and  exalted  by  the  prospects  of  religious  faith ; 
ao  that  the  piety  and  devotion  of  future  generations  seems  to  add 
its  weight  to  the  expression  of  feminine  sweetness  and  parental 
loye,  to  press,  upon  the  heart,  and  breathe  in  the  countenaiice. 
This  is  the  ideal,  passion  blended  'with  thought  and  pointing.to 
distant  objects,  not  debased  by  grosspeas,  not  thwarted  by  acci- 
dent, not  weakencKi  by  fianuliarity,  but .  connected  with  forms 
.  and  circumstances  that  give  the  .utmost  possible  expansion  and 
refinement  to  the  general  sentiment  With  all  my  admiration 
of  Hogarth,  I  cannot  think  him  equail  .to  Raphael.  I  do  Aot . 
know  whether  if  the  portfolio  were  oper^ed,  I  would  not  as  soon 
look  over  the  prints  of  Hogaith  as  those  of  Raphael;  but  assur- 
edly, if  the  question  were  put  to  me,  I  would  sooner  never  have 
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seen  the  prints  of  Hogarth  than  never  have  seen  those  of  Ra* 
phael.  It  is  many  years  ago  since  I  first  saw  the  prints  of  the 
'Cartoons'  hanging  round  the  old-fashioned  parlour  of  a  little 
inn  in  a  remote  part  of  the  country.  I  was  then  young :  I  had 
heard  of  the  fame  of  the  '  Cartoons/  but  this  was  the  first  time 
I  had  ever  been  admitted  face  to  face  into  the  presence  of  those 
divine  works.  "How  was  I  then  uplifted!"  Prophets  and 
apostles  stood  before  me  as  in  a  dream,  and  the  Saviour  of  the 
Christian  world  vidth  his  attributes  of  faith  and  power ;  miracles 
were  working  on  the  walls ;  the  hand  of  Raphael  was  there ; 
and  as  his  pencil  traced  the  lines,  I  saw  godlike  spirits  and  lofty 
shapes  descend  and  walk  visibly  the  earth,  but  as  if  their  thoughts 
still  lifted  them  above  the  earUi.  There  I  saw  the  figure  of  St 
Paul,  pointing  with  noble  fervour  to  "  temples  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens  f  and  that  finer  one  of  Christ  in 
the  boat,  whose  whole  figure  seems  sustained  by  meekness  and 
love  ;  and  that  of  the  same  person  surrounded  by  his  disciples, 
like  a  fiock  of  sheep  listening  to  the  music  of  some  divine  shep- 
herd. I  knew  not  how  enough  to  admire  them.  If  from  this 
triGinsport  and  delight  there  arose  in  my  breast  a  wish,  a  deep 
aspiration  of  mingled  hope  and  fear  to  be  able  one  day  to  do 
something  like  them,  that  hope  has  long  since  vanished ;  but 
not  with  it  the  love  of  art,  nc»r  delight  in  the  works  of  art,  nor 
admiration  of  the  genius  which  produces  them,  nor  respect  for 
fame  which  rewards  and  crowns  them !  Later  in  life,  I  saw  other 
works  of  this  great  painter  (with  more  like  them)  collected  in  the 
Louvre,  where  Art  at  that  time  lifted  up  her  head,  and  was  seated 
on  her  throne,  and  said,  "  All  eyes  shall  see  me,  and  all  knees 
shall  bow  to  me !"  Honour  was  done  to  her  and  all  hers.  There 
was  her  treasure,  and  there  the  inventory  of  all  she  had.  There 
she  had  gathered  together  her  pomp,  and  there  was  her  shrine, 
and  there  her  votaries  came  and  worshipped  as  in  a  temple.  The 
crown  she  wore  was  brighter  than  that  of  kings.  Where  the 
struggles  for  human  liberty  had  been  there  were  the  triumphs 
of  human  genius.  For  there,  in  the  Louvre,  were  the  precious 
monuments  of  art ;  there  "  stood  the  statue  that  enchants  the 
world ;"  there  was  '  Apollo,'  the  '  Laocoon,'  the  '  Dying  Gladia- 
tor/ the  head  of  the  <  Antinous/  <  Diana  with  her  Fawn,'  the 
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'  Muses  and  the  Graces '  in  a  ring,  and  all  the  glories  of  the  an- 
tique world : — 

"  There  was  old  Proteus  coming  from  the  sea, 
And  wroathed  Triton  blew  bis  winding  horn.'' 

There,  too,  were  the  two  '  St  Jeromes,'  Corregio's  and  Domeni- 
chino's ;  there  was  Raphael's  '  Transfiguration,'  the  *  St.  Mark ' 
of  Tintoret,  Paul  Veronese's  'Marriage  of  Cana,'  the  '  Deluge' 
of  Poussin,  and  Titian's  *  St.  Peter  Martyr.'  It  was  there  that 
I  learned  to  become  an  enthusiast  of  the  lasting  works  of  the 
great  painters,  and  of  their  names  no  less  magnificent :  grateful 
to  the  heart  as  the  sound  of  celestial  harmony  from  other  spheres, 
waking  around  us  (whether  heard  or  not)  from  youth  to  age ; 
the  stay,  the  guide  and  anchor  of  our  purest  thoughts ;  whom, 
having  once  seen,  we  always  remember,  and  who  teach  us  to 
see  all  things  through  them ;  without  whom  life  would  be  to 
begin  again,  and  the  earth  barren ;  of  Raphael,  who  lifted  the 
human  form  half-way  to  Heaven ;  of  Titian,  who  painted  the 
mind  in  the  face,  and  unfolded  the  soul  of  things  to  the  eye ;  of 
Rubens,  around  whose  pencil  gorgeous  shapes  thronged  num- 
berless, startling  us  by  the  novel  accidents  of  form  and  colour, 
putting  the  spirit  of  motion  into  the  universe,  and  weaving  a  gay 
fantastic  round  and  bacchanalian  dance  with  nature ;  of  Rem- 
brandt, too,  who  '^  smoothed  the  raven  down  of  darkness  till  it 
smiled,"  and  tinged  it  with  a  light  like  streaks  of  burnished  ore ; 
of  these,  and  more  than  these,  of  whom  the  world  was  scarce 
worthy,  and  for  the  loss  of  whom  nothing  could  console  me^ 
not  even  the  works  of  Hogaith ! 

13 
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LECTURE  VIIL 

On  the  Comic  Writers  of  the  Last  Century. 

The  question  which  has  been  often  asked,  "Why  there  are 
comparatively  so  few  good  modem  comedies?"  appears  in  a 
great  measure  to  answer  itself.  It  is  because  so  many  excel- 
lent comedies  have  been  written,  that  there  are  none  written  at 
present.  Comedy  naturally  wears  itself  out — destroys  the*very 
food  on  which  it  lives  ;  and  by  constantly  and  successfully  ex- 
posing the  follies  and  weaknesses  of  mankind  to  ridicule,  in  the 
end  leaves  itself  nothing  worth  laughing  at.  It  holds  the  mir- 
ror up  to  nature,  and  men  seeing  their  most  striking  peculiarities 
and  defects,  pass  in  gay  review  before  them,  learn  either  to 
avoid  or  conceal  them.  It  is  not  the  criticism  which  the  public 
taste  exercises  upon  the  stage,  but  the  criticism  which  the  stage 
exercises  upon  public  manners  that  is  fatal  to  comedy,  by  ren- 
dering the  subject-matter  of  it  tame,  correct,  and  spiritless.  We 
are  drilled  into  a  sort  of  stupid  decorum,  and  forced  to  wear  the 
game  dull  uniform  of  outward  appearance  ;  and  yet  it  is  asked, 
why  the  Comic  Muse  does  not  point,  as  she  was  wont,  at  the 
peculiarities  of  our  gait  and  gesture,  and  exhibit  the  picturesque 
contrasts  of  our  dress  and  costume,  in  all  that  graceful  variety 
in  which  she  delights.     The  genuine  source  of  comic  writing, 

"  Where  it  must  liye,  or  have  no  life  at  all/' 

is  undoubtedly  to  be  found  in  the  distinguishing  peculiarities  of 
men  and  manners.  Now  this  distinction  can  subsist,  so  as  to  be 
strong,  pointed,  and  general,  only  while  the  manners  of  different 
classes  are  formed  almost  immediately  by  their  particular  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  characters  of  individuals  by  their  natural 
temperament  and  situation,  without  being  everlastingly  modified 
and  neutralized  by  intercourse  with  the  world — ^by  knowledge 
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and  education.  In  a  certain  stage  of  society,  men  may  be  said 
to  vegetate  like  trees,  and  to  become  rooted  to  the  soil  in  which 
they  grow.  They  have  no  idea  of  anything  beyond  themselves 
and  their  immediate  sphere  of  action ;  they  are,  as  it  were,  cir- 
cumscribed, and  defined  by  their  particular  circumstances ;  they 
are  what  their  situation  makes  them,  and  nothing  more.  Each 
is  absorbed  in  his  own  profession  or  pursuit,  and  each  in  his 
turn  contracts  that  habitual  peculiarity  of  manners  and  opinions 
which  makes  him  the  subject  of  ridicule  to  others,  and  the  sport 
of  the  Comic  Muse.  Thus  the  physician  is  nothing  but  a 
physician,  the  lawyer  is  a  mere  lawyer,  the  scholar  degenerates 
into  a  pedant,  the  country  squire  is  a  different  species  of  being 
from  the  fine  gentleman,  the  citizen  and  the  courtier  inhabit 
each  a  different  world,  and  even  the  affectation  of  certain  char- 
acters, in  aping  the  follies  or  vices  of  their  betters,  only  serves  to 
show  the  immeasurable  distance  which  custom  or  fortune  has 
placed  between  them.  Hence  the  earlier  comic  writers,  taking 
advantage  of  this  mixed  and  solid  mass  of  ignorance,  folly, 
pride,  and  prejudice,  made  those  deep  and  lasting  incisions  into 
it, — ^have  given  those  sharp  and  nice  touches,  that  bold  relief  to 
their  characters, — have  opposed  them  in  every  variety  of  con- 
trast and  collision,  of  conscious  self-satisfaction  and  mutual  antip- 
athy, with  a  power  which  can  only  find  full  scope  in  the  same 
rich  and  inexhaustible  materials.  But  in  proportion  as  comic 
genius  succeeds  in  taking  off  the  mask  from  ignorance  and 
conceit,  as  it  teaches  us  • 

"  To  see  ounelves  as  othen  see  vm" — 

in  proportion  as  we  are  brought  out  on  the  stage  together,  and 
our  prejudices  clash  one  against  the  other,  our  sharp  angular 
points  wear  off;  we  are  no  longer  rigid  in  absurdity,  passionate 
in  folly,  and  we  prevent  the  ridicule  directed  at  our  habitual 
foibles  by  laughing  at  them  ourselves. 

If  it  be  said,  that  there  is  the  same  fund  of  absurdity  and 
prejudice  in  the  world  as  ever — ^that  there  are  the  same  unac- 
countable perversities  lurking  at  the  bottom  of  every  breast, — 
I  should  answer,  Be  it  so :  but  at  least  we  keep  our  follies  to 
ourselves  as  much  as  possible  \  we  palliate,  shuffle,  and  equivo- 
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cate  with  them ;  they  sneak  into  bye-corners,  and  do  not,  like 
Chaucer's  Canterbury  Pilgrims,  march  along  the  high  road,  and 
form  a  procession;  they  do  not  entrench  themselves  strongly 
behind  custom  and  precedent ;  they  are  not  embodied  in  profes- 
sions and  ranks  in  life ;  they  are  not  organized  into  a  system ; 
they  do  not  openly  resort  to  a  standard,  but  are  a  sort  of  strag- 
gling nondescripts,  that,  like  Wart,  "  present  ho  mark  to  the 
foeman."  As  to  the  gross  and  palpable  absurdities  of  modem 
manners,  they  are  too  shallow  and  barefaced,  and  those  who 
affect  are  too  little  serious  in  them,  to  make  them  worth  the 
detection  of  the  Comic  Muse.  They  proceed  from  an  idle,  im- 
pudent affectation  of  folly  in  general,  in  the  dashing  bravura 
style,  not  from  an  infatuation  with  any  of  its  characteristic  modes. 
In  short,  the  proper  object  of  ridicule  is  egotism :  and  a  man 
cannot  be  a  very  great  egotist,  who  every  day  sees  himself  rep- 
resented on  the  stage.  We  are  deficient  in  comedy,  because  we 
are  without  characters  in  real  life — as  we  have  no  historical 
pictures,  because  we  have  no  faces  proper  for  them. 

It  is,  indeed,  the  evident  tendency  of  ail  literature  to  generalise 
and  dissipate  character,  by  giving  men  the  same  artificial  edu- 
cation, and  the  same  common  stock  of  ideas ;  so  that  we  see  ail 
objects  from  the  same  point  of  view,  and  through  the  same 
reflected  medium; — we  learn  to  exist,  not  in  ourselves,  but 
in  books; — all  men  become  alike  mere  readers — spectators, 
not  actors  in  the  scene,  and  lose  their  proper  personal  identity. 
The  templar,  the  wit,  the  man  of  pleasure,  and  the  man 
of  fashion,  the  courtier  and  the  citizen,  the  knight  and  the 
squire,  the  lover  and  the  miser — Loyelace,  Lothario,  Will 
Honeycomb,  and  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley,  Sparkish  and  Lord 
Foppington,  Western  'and  Tom  Jones,  My  Father  and  My 
Uncle  Toby,  Millamant  and  Sir  Sampson  Legend,  Don  Gtuix- 
ote  and  Sancho,  Gil  Bias  and  Guzman  d'Alfarache,  Count 
Fathom  and  Joseph  Surface, — ^have  met  and  exchanged  com- 
mon-places on  the  barren  plains  of  the  haute  literature — toil 
slowly  on  to  the  temple  of  science,  "  seen  a  long  way  off  upon 
a  level,"  and  end  in  one  dull  compound  of  politics,  criticism, 
chemistry  and  metaphysics ! 

We  cannot  expect  to  reconcile  opposite  things.     If,  for  exam- 
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pie,  any  of  us  were  to  put  ourselves  into  the  stage-coach  from 
Salisbury  to  London,  it  is  more  than  probable  we  should  not 
meet  with  the  same  number  of  odd  accidents,  or  ludicrous  dis- 
tresses on  the  road,  that  befell  Parson  Adams ;  but  why,  if  we  get 
into  a  common  vehicle,  and  submit  to  the  conveniences  of  modern 
travelling,  should  we  complain  of  the  want  of  adventures? 
Modern  manners  may  be  compared  to  a  modern  stage-coach ; 
our  limbs  may  be  a  little  cramped  with  the  confinement,  and 
we  may  grow  drowsy,  but  we  arrive  safe,  without  any  very 
amusing  or  very  sad  accident,  at  our  joumey^s  end. 

Li  this  theory  I  have,  at  least,  the  authority  of  Sterne  and 
the  *Tatler'  on  my  side,  who  attribute  the  greater  variety  and 
richness  of  comic  excellence  in  our  writers,  to  the  greater  varie- 
ty and  distinctness  of  character  among  ourselves;  the  rough- 
ness of  the  texture  and  the  sharp  angles  not  being  worn  out  by 
the  artificial  refinements  of  intellect,  or  the  frequent  collision  of 
social  intercourse. — It  has  been  argued  on  the  other  hand,  in- 
deed, that  this  circumstance  makes  against  me ;  that  the  sup-  • 
pression  of  the  grosser  indications  of  absurdity  ought  to  stimu- 
late and  give  scope  to  the  ingenuity  and  penetration  of  the 
comic  writer  who  is  to  detect  them ;  that  the  progress  of  wit 
and  humour  ought  to  keep  pace  with  critical  distinctions  and 
metaphysical  niceties ;  [that  the  more  we  are  become  like  one 
another,  or  like  nothing,  the  less  distinction  of  character  we 
have,  the  greater  discrimination  must  it  require  to  bring  it  out ; 
that  the  less  ridiculous  our  manners  become,  the  more  scope  do 
they  afford  for  art  and  ingenuity  in  discovering  our  weak  sides 
and  shades  of  infirmity,  and  that  the  greatest  sameness  and  mo- 
notony, must  in  the  end  produce  the  most  exquisite  variety. 
What  a  pity  it  is,  that  so  ingenious  a  theory  should  not  have 
the  facts  on  its  side ;  and  that  the  perfection  of  satire  should  not 
be  found  to  keep  pace  with  the  want  of  materials.  It  is  rather 
too  much  to  assume  on  a  mere  hypothesis,  that  the  present  man- 
ners are  equally  favourable  to  the  production  of  the  highest 
comic  excellence,  till  they  do  produce  it  Even  in  France, 
where  encouragement  is  given  to  the  noblest  and  most  success- 
ful exertions  of  genius  by  the  sure  prospect  of  profit  to  yourself 
or  your  descendants,  erery  time  your  piece  is  acted  in  any 
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corner  of  the  empire, — we  find  the  best  critics  going  back  to  the 
grossness  and  illiberality  of  the  age  of  Louis  XIV.  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  best  comedies ;  which  is  rather  extraordinary, 
considering  the  infinitely  refined  state  of  manners  in  France, 
and  the  infinite  encouragement  given  to  dramatic  talent.  But 
there  is  a  diflference  between  refinement  and  imbecility,  between 
general  knowledge  and  personal  elegance,  between  metaphysi- 
cal subtlety  and  stage-effect.  All  manners,  all  kinds  of  folly, 
and  all  shades  of  character  are  not  equally  fit  for  dramatic  re- 
presentation. There  is  a  point  where  minuteness  of  distinction 
becomes  laborious  foolery,  and  where  the  slenderness  of  the  ma- 
terials must  baffle  the  skill  and  destroy  the  exertions  of  the 
artist.  A  critic  of  this  sort  will  insist,  indeed,  on  pulling  off 
the  mask  of  folly,  by  some  ingenious  device,  though  she  has 
been  stripped  of  it  long  ago,  and  forced  to  compose  her  features 
into  a  decent  appearance  of  gravity ;  and  apply  a  microscope 
of  a  new  construction  to  detect  the  freckles  on  her  face  and  ine- 
qualities in  her  skin,  in  order  to  communicate  amusing  discove- 
ries to  the  audience,  as  some  philosophical  lecturer  does  the 
results  of  his  chemical  experiments  on  the  decomposition  of 
substances  to  the  admiring  circle.  There  is  no  end  to  this. 
His  penetrating  eye  is  infinitely  delighted  with  the  grotesque 
appearance  of  so  many  imperceptible  deviations  from  a  right 
line,  and  mathematical  inclinations  from  the  perpendicular.  The 
picture  of  the  ^  Flamborough  Family,*  painted  with  each  an 
orange  in  his  hand,  must  have  been  a  master-piece  of  nice  dis- 
crimination and  graceful  inflection.  Upon  this  principle  of 
going  to  work  the  wrong  way,  and  of  making  something  out 
of  nothing,  we  must  reverse  all  our  rules  of  taste  and  common 
sense.  No  comedy  can  be  perfect  till  the  dramatis  personct 
might  be  reversed  without  creating  much  confusion ;  or  the  in- 
gredients of  character  ought  to  be  so  blended  and  poured  re- 
peatedly from  one  vessel  into  another,  that  the  difference  would 
be  perceptible  only  to  the  finest  palate.  Thus,  if  Moliere  had 
lived  in  the  present  day,  he  would  not  have  drawn  his  ^  Avare,' 
his  *  Tartuffe,*  and  his  Misanthrope  with  those  strong  touches 
and  violent  contrasts  which  he  has  done,  but  with  those  delicate 
traits  which  are  common  to  human  nature  in  general,  that  is. 
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his  Miser  without  avarice,  his  Hypocrite  without  design,  and 
his  Misanthrope  without  di^ust  at  the  vices  of  mankind ;]  these 
theorists,  in  short,  have  been  sanguine  enough  to  expect  a  regu- 
lar advance  from  grossness  to  refinement  in  wit  and  pleasantry, 
on  the  stage  and  in  real  life,  marked  on  a  graduated  scale  of 
human  perfectibility,  and  have  been  hence  led  to  imagine  that 
the  best  of  our  old  comedies  were  no  better  than  the  coarse  jests 
of  a  set  of  country  clowns-**  sort  of  comedies  bourgeoises^  com- 
pared with  the  admirable  productions  which  might,  but  have 
not,  been  written  in  our  times.  I  must  protest  against  this 
theory  altogether,  which  would  go  to  degrade  genteel  comedy 
from  a  high  court  lady  into  a  literary  prostitute.  I  do  not  know 
what  these  persons  mean  by  refinement  in  this  instance.  Do 
they  find  none  in  Millamant  and  her  morning  dreams,  in  Sir 
Roger  de  Coverley  and  his  widow  ?  Did  not  Etherege,  Wych- 
erley.  Suckling,  and  Congreve,  approach  tolerably  near 


" the  ring 

Of  mimic  statesmen  and  their  merry  king  T 

Is  there  no  distinction  between  an  Angelica  and  a  Miss  Prue,  a 
Valentine,  a  Tattle,  and  a  Ben  ?  Where,  in  the  annals  of  modern 
literature,  shall  we  find  anything  more  refined,  more  deliberate, 
more  abstracted  in  vice  than  the  nobleman  in  '  Amelia?*  Are 
not  the  compliments  which  Pope  paid  to  his  friends,  to  Murray 
and  to  Cojnbury,  equal  in  taste  and  elegance  to  any  which  have 
been  paid  since  ?  Are  there  no  traits  in  Sterne  ?  Is  not  Rich- 
ardson minute  enough  ?  Must  we  part  with  Sophia  Western 
and  her  muff,  and  Clarissa  Harlowe's  "  preferable  regards  "  for 
the  loves  of  the  plants  hnd  the  triangles  ?  Or  shall  we  say  that 
the  Berinthias  and  Alitheas  of  former  times  were  mere  rustics, 
because  they  did  not,  like  our  modern  belles,  subscribe  to  circu- 
lating libraries,  read  '  Beppo,*  prefer  *  Gertrude  of  Wyoming '  to 
the  '  Lady  of  the  Lake,'  or  the  *  Lady  of  the  Lake  '  to  ^  Ger- 
trude of  Wyoming,'  differ  in  their  sentiments  on  points  of  taste 
or  systems  of  mineralogy,  compose  learned  treatises,  and  deliver 
dissertations  on  the  arts  with  Gorinna  of  Italy?  They  had 
something  else  to  do  and  to  talk  about.  They  were  employed 
in  reality,  as  we  see  them  on  the  stage,  in  setting  off  their 
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charms  to  the  greatest  advantage,  in  mortifying  their  rivals  by 
the  most  pointed  irony,  and  trifling  with  their  lovers  with  infi- 
nite address.  The  height  of  comic  elegance  and  refinement  is 
not  to  be  found  in  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  civil- 
ization, which  tends  to  level  and  neutralise,  but  in  the  pride  of 
individual  distinction,  and  the  contrast  between  the  conflicting 
pretensions  of  different  ranks  in  society.  [The  beauty  of  these 
writers  in  general  was  that  they  gave  every  kind  and  gradation 
of  character,  and  they  did  this  because  their  portraits  were  taken 
firom  life.  They  were  true  to  nature,  full  of  meaning,  perfectly 
understood  and  executed  in  every  part.  Their  coarseness  was 
not  mere  vulgarity,  their  refinement  was  not  a  mere  negation  of 
precision.  They  refined  upon  characters,  instead  of  refining 
them  away.  Their  refinement  consisted  in  working  out  the 
parts,  not  in  leaving  a  vague  outline.  They  painted  human  na- 
ture as  it  was,  and  as  they  saw  it  with  individual  character  and 
circumstances,  not  human  nature  in  general,  abstracted  firom 
time,  place,  and  circumstance.  Strength  and  refinement  are  so 
far  from  being  incompatible,  that  they  assist  each  other,  as  the 
hardest  bodies  admit  of  the  finest  touches  and  the  brightest  polish. 
But  there  are  some  minds  that  never  understand  anything,  but 
by  a  negation  of  its  opposite.  There  is  a  strength  without  re- 
finement, which  is  grossness,  as  there  is  a  refinement  without 
strength  or  effect,  which  is  insipidity.  Neither  are  grossness 
and  refinement  of  manners  inconsistent  with  each  other  in  the 
same  period.  The  grossness  of  one  class  adds  to  the  refinement 
of  another,  by  circumscribing  it,  by  rendering  the  feeling  more 
pointed  and  exquisite,  by  irritating  our  self-love,  &c.  There 
can  be  no  great  refinement  of  character  where  there  is  no  dis- 
tinction of  persons.  The  character  of  a  gentleman  is  a  relative 
term.  The  diffusion  of  knowledge,  of  artificial  and  intellectual 
equality,  tends  to  level  this  distinction,  and  to  confound  that  nice 
perception  and  high  sense  of  honour,  which  arises  from  conspic- 
uousness  of  situation,  and  a  perpetual  attention  to  personal  pro- 
priety, and  the  claims  of  personal  respect.  It  is  common,  I 
think,  to  mistake  refinement  of  individual  character  for  general 
knowledge  and  intellectual  subtlety,  with  which  it  has  little 
more  to  do  than  with  the  dexterity  of  a  rope  dancer  or  juggler. 
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The  age  of  chivalry  is  gone  with  the  improvements  in  the  art 
of  war,  which  superseded  personal  courage,  and  the  character 
of  a  gentleman  must  disappear  with  those  refinements  in  intel- 
lect which  render  the  advantages  of  rank  and  situation  common 
almost  to  any  one.  The  bag-wig  and  sword  followed  the  hel- 
met and  spear,  when  these  outward  insignia  no  longer  implied  a 
real  superiority,  and  Avere  a  distinction  without  a  difference. 
Even  the  grossness  of  a  state  of  mixed  and  various  manners  re- 
ceives a  degree  of  refinement  from  contrast  and  opposition,  by 
being  defined  and  implicated  with  circumstances.  The  Uphol- 
sterer in  *  The  Tatler '  is  not  a  mere  vulgar  politician.  His 
intense  feeling  of  interest  and  curiosity  about  what  does  not  at 
all  concern  him,  displays  itself  in  the  smallest  things,  assumes 
the  most  eccentric  forms,  and  the  peculiarity  of  his  absurdity 
masks  itself  under  various  shifts  and  evasions,  which  the  same 
folly,  when  it  becomes  epidemic  and  universal,  as  it  has  since 
done,  would  not  have  occasion  to  resort  to.  In  general  it  is  only 
in  a  state  of  mere  barbarism  or  indiscriminate  refinement  that 
we  are  to  look  for  extreme  grossness  or  complete  insipidity. 
Our  modern  dramatists,  indeed,  have  happily  contrived  to  unite 
both  extremes.  Omne  ttdit  punctum.  On  a  sofl  ground  of  sen- 
timent they  have  daubed  in  the  gross  absurdities  of  modem  man^ 
ners  void  of  character,  have  blended  romantic  waiting- maids 
with  jockey  noblemen,  and  the  humours  of  the  four-in-hand 
club,  and  fill  up  the  piece  by  some  vile  and  illiberal  caricature 
of  particular  individuals  known  on  the  town. 

Some  persons  are  for  refining  comedy  into  a  pure  intellectual 
abstraction,  the  shadow  of  a  shade.  Will  they  forgive  me  if  I 
suggest,  as  an  addition  to  this  theory,  that  the  drama  in  general 
might  be  constructed  on  the  same  abstruse  and  philosophical 
principles?  As  they  imagine  that  the  finest  comedies  may  be 
formed  without  individual  character,  so  the  deepest  tragedies 
might  be  composed  without  real  passion.  The  slightest  and 
most  ridiculous  distresses  might  be  improved,  by  art  and  meta- 
physical aid,  into  the  most  affecting  scenes.  A  young  man 
might  naturally  be  introduced  as  the  hero  of  a  philosophic 
drama,  who  had  lost  the  gold  medal  for  a  prize-poem ;  or  a 
young  lady,  whose  verses  had  been  severely  criticised  in  the  re- 
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views.  Nothing  could  come  amiss  to  this  rage  for  speculative 
refinement ;  or  the  actors  might  be  supposed  to  come  forward, 
not  in  any  character,  but  as  a  sort  of  chorus,  reciting  speeches 
on  the  general  miseries  ci  human  life,  or  reading  alternately 
a  passage  out  of  Seneca's  ^  Morals '  or  Voltaire's  ^  Candide.'  This 
might  by  some  be  thought  a  great  improvement  on  English 
tragedy,  or  even  on  the  French. 

The  whole  of  such  reasoning  proceeds  on  a  total  misconcep- 
tion of  the  nature  of  the  drama  itself.  It  confounds  philosophy 
with  poetry,  laboured  analysis  with  intuitive  perception,  general 
truth  with  individual  observation.  It  makes  the  comic  muse  a 
dealer  in  riddles,  and  an  expounder  of  hieroglyphics,  and  a  taste 
for  dramatic  excellence,  a  species  of  the  second  sight.  It  would 
have  the  drama  to  be  the  most  remote,  whereas  it  is  the  most 
substantial  and  real  of  all  things.  It  represents  not  only  looks, 
but  motion  and  speech.  The  painter  gives  only  the  former, 
looks  without  action  or  speech,  a^id  the  mere  writer  only  the 
latter,  words  without  looks  or  action.  Its  business  and  its  use  is 
to  express  the  thoughts  and  character  in  the  most  striking  and 
instantaneous  manner,  in  the  manner  most  like  reality.  It  con- 
veys them  in  all  their  truth  and  subtlety,  but  in  all  their  force 
and  with  all  possible  effect.  It  brings  them  into  action,  obtrudes 
them  on  the  sight,  embodies  them  in  habits,  in  gestures,  in  dress, 
in  circumstances,  and  in  speech.  It  renders  every  thing  overt 
and  ostensible,  and  presents  human  nature  not  in  its  elementary 
principles  or  by  general  reflections,  but  exhibits  its  essential 
qualities  in  all  their  variety  of  combination,  and  furnishes  sub- 
jects for  perpetual  reflection. 

But  the  instant  we  begin  to  refine  and  generalise  beyond  a 
certain  point,  we  are  reduced  to  abstraction,  and  compelled  to 
see  things,  not  as  individuals,  or  as  connected  with  action  and 
circumstances,  but  as  universal  truths,  applicable  in  a  degree  to 
all  things,  and  in  their  extent  to  none,  which  therefore  it  would 
be  absurd  to  predicate  of  individuals,  or  to  represent  to  the 
senses.  The  habit,  too,  of  detaching  these  abstract  species  and 
fragments  of  nature,  destroys  the  power  of  combining  them  in 
complex  characters,  in  every  degree  of  force  and  variety.  The 
concrete  and  the  abstract  cannot  co-exist  in  the  same  mind.     We 
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accordingly  find,  that  to  genuine  comedy  succeed  satire  and 
novels,  the  one  dealing  in  general  character  and  description, 
and  the  other  making  out  particulars  by  the  assistance  of  narra- 
tive and  comment.  Afterwards  come  traits,  and  collections  of 
anecdotes,  bon  mots,  topics,  and  quotations,  &c.  which  are  ap- 
plicable to  any  one,  and  are  just  as  good  told  of  one  person  as 
another.  Thus  the  trio,  in  the  Memoirs  of  M.  Grimm,  attributed 
to  three  celebrated  characters,  on  the  death  of  a  fourth,  might 
have  the  names  reversed,  and  would  lose  nothing  of  its  effect 
In  general  these  traits  which  are  so  much  admired,  are  a  sort  of 
systematic  libels  on  human  nature,  which  make  up,  by  their 
malice  and  acuteness,  for  their  want  of  wit  and  sense. 

Sir  Richard  Steele  thought  that  the  excellence  of  the  English 
in  comedy  was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  originality  and 
variety  of  character  among  them.  With  respect  to  that  ex- 
treme refinement  of  taste  which  Madame  de  Stael  advocates  to 
the  French,  they  are  neither  entirely  without  it,  nor  have  they 
so  much  as  they  think.  The  two  most  refined  things  in  the 
world  are  the  story  of  the  Falcon  in  Boccaccio,  and  the  character 
of  Griselda  in  *  Chaucer,'  of  neither  of  which  the  French  would 
have  the  smallest  conception,  because  they  do  not  depend  on 
traits,  or  minute  circumstances,  or  turns  of  expression,  but  in 
infinite  simplicity  and  truth,  and  an  everlasting  sentiment.  We 
might  retort  upon  Madame  de  Stael  what  she  sometimes  says  in 
her  o^vn  defence — "That  we  ipderstand  all  in  other  writers 
that  is  worth  understanding."  As  to  Moliere,  he  is  quite  out 
of  the  present  question ;  he  lived  long  before  the  era  of  French 
philosophy  and  refinement,  and  is  besides  almost  an  English 
author,  quite  a  barbare,  in  all  in  which  he  excels.  To  suppose 
that  we  can  go  on  refining  for  ever  with  vivacity  and  effect, 
embodying  vague  abstractions,  and  particularising  flimsy  gene- 
ralities— "  showing  the  very  body  of  the  age,  its  form  and  pres- 
sure," though  it  has  neither  form  nor  pressure  left — seems  to 
me  the  height  of  speculative  absurdity.  That  undefined  "  frivo- 
lous space,"  beyond  which  Madame  de  Stael  regards  as  "  the 
region  of  taste  and  elegance,"  is,  indeed,  nothing  but  the  very 
limbo  of  vanity,  the  land  of  chiromancy  and  occult  conceit,  and 
paradise  of  fools,  where, 
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"None  yet,  but  store  hereaftel:  firom  the  earth 
Shall,  like  aerial  yapouis,  upward  rise 
Of  all  things  transitory  and  Tain."] 

The  alterations  which  have  taken  place  in  conversation  and 
dress,  in  consequence  of  the  change  of  manners  in  the  same 
period,  have  been  by  no  means  favourable  to  comedy.  The 
present  prevailing  style  of  conversation  is  not  personal,  but  critical 
and  analytical.  It  consists  almost  entirely  in  the  discussion  of 
general  topics,  in  ascertaining  the  merits  of  authors  and  their 
works ;  and  Congreve  would  be  able  to  derive  no  better  hints 
from  the  conversations  of  our  toilettes  or  drawing-rooms,  for  the 
exquisite  raillery  or  poignant  repartee  of  his  dialogues,  than 
from  a  deliberation  of  the  Royal  Society.  In  like  manner,  the 
extreme  simplicity  and  graceful  uniformity  of  modem  dress, 
however  favourable  to  the  arts,  has  certainly  stript  comedy  of 
one  of  its  richest  ornaments  and  most  expressive  sjrmbols.  The 
sweeping  pall,  and  buskin,  and  nodding  plume  were  never  more 
serviceable  to  tragedy,  than  the  enormous  hoops  and  stiff  stays 
worn  by  the  belles  of  former  days,  were  to  the  intrigues  of 
comedy.  They  assisted  wonderfully  in  heightening  the  myste- 
ries of  the  passion,  and  adding  to  the  intricacy  of  the  plot 
Wycherley  and  Vanbrugh  could  not  have  spared  the  dresses  of 
Vandyke.  These  strange  fancy-costumes,  perverse  disguises, 
and  counterfeit  shapes  gave  an  agreeable  scope  to  the  imagina- 
tion. "  That  seven-fold  fence"  was  a  sort  of  foil  to  the  luscious- 
ness  of  the  dialogue,  and  a  barrier  against  the  sly  encroachments 
of  dxmhk  enAendre.  The  greedy  eye  and  bold  hand  of  indiscre- 
tion were  repressed,  which  gave  a  greater  License  to  the  tongue. 
The  senses  were  not  to  be  gratified  in  an  instant.  Love  was 
entangled  in  the  folds  of  the  swelling  handkerchief,  and  the  de- 
sires might  wander  for  ever  round  the  circumference  of  a  quilted 
petticoat,  or  find  a  rich  lodging  in  the  folds  of  a  damask  stom- 
acher. There  was  room  for  years  of  patient  contrivance,  for 
a  thousand  thoughts,  schemes,  conjectures,  hopes,  fears,  and 
wishes.  There  seemed  no  end  of  obstacles  and  delays ;  to  over- 
come so  many  difficulties  was  the  work  of  ages.  A  mistress 
was  an  angel,  concealed  behind  whalebone,  flounces,  and  bro- 
cade.   What  an  undertaking  to  penetrate  through  the  disguise ! 
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What  an  impulse  must  it  give  to  the  blood,  what  a  keenness  to 
the  invention,  what  a  volubility  to  the  tongue !  "  Mr.  Smirk, 
you  are  a  brisk  man,"  was  then  the  most  significant  commenda- 
tion ;  but  now-a-days,  a  woman  can  be  but  undressed !  Again, 
the  character  of  the  fine  gentleman  is  at  present  a  little  obscured 
on  the  stage,  nor  do  we  immediately  recognise  it  elsewhere,  for 
want  of  the  formidable  insignia  of  a  bag-wig  and  sword.  With- 
out these  outward  credentials,  the  pubhc  must  not  only  be 
unable  to  distinguish  this  character  intuitively,  but  it  must  be 
'^  almost  afraid  to  know  itself."  The  present  simple  disguise  of 
a  gentleman  is  like  the  incognito  of  kings.  The  opinion  of 
others  affects  our  opinion  of  ourselves ;  and  we  can  hardly  ex- 
pect from  a  modem  man  of  fashion  that  air  of  dignity  and  superior 
gracefulness  of  carriage  which  those  must  have  assumed  who 
were  conscious  that  all  eyes  were  upon  them,  and  that  their 
.  lofty  pretensions  continually  exposed  them  either  to  public  scorn 
or  challenged  public  admiration.  A  lord  who  should  take  the 
wall  of  the  plebeian  passengers  without  a  sword  by  his  side, 
would  hardly  have  his  claim  of  precedence  acknowledged ;  nor 
could  he  be  supposed  to  have  that  obsolete  air  of  self-importance 
about  him,  which  should  alone  clear  the  pavement  at  his  ap- 
proach. It  is  curious  how  an  ingenious  actor  of  the  present 
day  (Mr.  Farren)  should  play  Lord  Ogleby  so  well  as  he  does, 
having  never  seen  anything  of  the  sort  in  reality.  A  nobleman 
in  full  costume  and  in  broad  day,  would  be  a  phenomenon  like 
the  lord  mayor^s  coach.  The  attempt  at  getting  up  genteel 
comedy  at  present  is  a  sort  of  Galvanic  experiment,  a  revival  of 
the  dead. 

There  is  a  certain  stage  of  society  in  which  people  become 
conscious  of  their  peculiarities  and  absurdities,  affect  to  disguise 
what  they  are,  and  set  up  pretensions  to  what  they  are  not. 
This  gives  rise  to  a  corresponding  style  of  comedy,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  detect  the  disguises  of  self-love,  and  to  make  re- 
prisals on  these  preposterous  assumptions  of  vanity,  by  marking 
the  contrast  between  the  real  and  the  affected  character  as 
severely  as  possible,  and  denying  to  those,  who  would  impose 
on  us  for  what  they  are  not,  even  the  merit  which  they  have. 
This  is  the  comedy  of  artificial  life,  of  wit  and  satire,  such  a«  ^e 
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see  it  in  Congreve,  Wycherley,  Vanbrugh,  &c.  To  this  suc- 
ceeds a  state  of  society  from  which  the  same  sort  of  affectation 
and  pretence  are  banished  by  a  greater  knowledge  of  the  world, 
or  by  their  successful  exposure  on  the  stage ;  and  which,  by 
neutralizing  the  materials  of  comic  character,  both  natural  and 
artificial,  leaves  no  comedy  at  all — ^but  the  sentimental  Such  is 
our  modem  comedy.  There  is  a  period  in  the  progress  of 
manners  anterior  to  both  these,  in  which  the  foibles  and  follies 
of  individuals  are  of  nature's  planting,  not  the  growth  of  art  or 
study ;  in  which  they  are  therefore  unconscious  of  them  them- 
selves, or  care  not  who  knows  them,  if  they  can  but  have  their 
whim  out ;  and  in  which,  as  there  is  no  attempt  at  imposition, 
the  spectators  rather  receive  pleasure  from  humouring  the  in- 
clinations of  the  persons  they  laugh  at,  than  wish  to  give  them 
pain  by  exposing  their  absurdity.  This  may  be  called  the 
comedy  of  nature,  and  it  is  the  comedy  which  we  generally  find 
in  Shakspeare. 

I  have  observed  in  a  former  lecture,  that  the  most  spirited  era 
of  our  comic  drama  was  that  which  reflected  the  conversation, 
tone,  and  manners  of  the  profligate,  but  witty  age  of  Charles  II. 
With  the  graver  and  more  business-like  turn  which  the  Revo- 
lution probably  gave  to  our  minds,  comedy  stooped  from  her 
bolder  and  more  fantastic  flights ;  and  the  ferocious  attack  made 
by  the  nonjuring  divine,  Jeremy  Collier,  on  the  immorality 
and  profaneness  of  the  plays  then  chiefly  in  vogue,  nearly 
frightened  those  unwarrantable  liberties  of  wit  and  humour  from 
the  stage  which  were  no  longer  countenanced  at  court  nor 
copied  in  the  city.  Almost  the  last  of  our  writers  who  ventured 
to  hold  out  in  the  prohibited  track  was  a  female  adventurer, 
Mrs.  Centlivre,  who  seemed  to  take  advantage  of  the  privilege 
of  her  sex,  and  to  set  at  defiance  the  cynical  denunciations  of 
the  angry  puritanical  reformist.  Her  plays  have  a  provoking 
spirit  and  volatile  salt  in  them,  which  still  preserves  them  from 
decay.  Congreve  is  said  to  have  been  jealous  of  their  success 
at  the  time,  and  that  it  was  one  cause  which  drove  him  in  dis- 
gust from  the  stage.  If  so,  it  was  without  any  good  reason,  for 
these  plays  have  great  and  intrinsic  merit  in  them,  which  enti- 
tled them  to  their  popularity  (and  it  is  only  spurious  and  unde- 
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served  popularity  which  should  excite  a  feeling  of  jealousy  in 
any  well-regulated  mind:)  and  besides,  their  merit  was  of  a 
kind  entirely  different  from  his  own.     The  *  Wonder*  and  the 

*  Busy  Body'  are  properly  comedies  of  intrigue.  Their  interest 
depends  chiefly  on  the  intricate  involution  and  artful  denouement 
of  the  plot,  which  has  a  strong  tincture  of  mischief  in  it,  and  the 
wit  is  seasoned  by  the  archness  of  the  humour  and  sly  allusion  to 
the  most  delicate  points.  They  are  plays  evidently  written  by  a 
very  clever  woman,  but  still  by  a  woman :  for  I  hold,  in  spite  of 
any  fanciful  theories  to  the  contrary,  that  there  is  a  distinction  dis- 
cernible in  the  minds  of  women  as  well  as  in  their  faces.     The 

*  Wonder  *  is  one  of  the  best  of  our  acting  plays.  The  passion  of 
jealousy  in  Don  Felix  is  managed  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  as 
little  offence  as  possible  to  the  audience,  for  every  appearance  com- 
bines to  excite  and  confirm  his  worst  suspicions,  while  we,  who 
are  in  the  secret,  laugh  at  his  groundless  uneasiness  and  appre- 
hensions. The  ambiguity  of  the  heroine's  situation,  which  is 
like  a  continued  practical  equivoque,  gives  rise  to  a  quick  succes- 
sion of  causeless  alarms,  subtle  excuses,  and  the  most  hair- 
breadth 'scapes.  The  scene  near  the  end,  in  which  Don  Felix, 
pretending  to  be  drunk,  forces  his  way  out  of  Dan  Manuel's 
house,  who  wants  to  keep  him  a  prisoner,  by  producing  his 
marriage-contract  in  the  shape  of  a  pocket-pistol,  with  the  terrors 
and  confusion  into  which  the  old  gentleman  is  thrown  by  this 
sort  of  argumentum  ad  hominem,  is  one  of  the  richest  treats  the 
stage  affords,  and  calls  forth  incessant  peals  of  laughter  and  ap- 
plause. Besides  the  two  principal  characters  ( Volante  and  Don 
Felix)  Lissardo  and  Flippanta  come  in  very  well  to  carry  on 
the  underplot ;  and  the  airs  and  graces  of  an  amorous  waiting- 
maid  and  conceited  man-servant,  each  copjring  after  their  master 
and  mistress,  were  never  hit  off  with  more  natural  volubility  or 
affected  rumckaUmce  than  in  this  enviable  couple.  Lissardo's 
playing  off  the  diamond  ring  before  the  eyes  of  his  mortified 
Dulcinea,  and  aping  his  master's  absent  manner  while  repeat- 
ing— "  Roast  me  these  Violantes,"  as  well  as  the  jealous  quarrel 
of  the  two  waiting-maids,  which  threatens  to  end  in  some  very 
extraordinary  discoveries,  are  among  the  most  amusing  traits  in 
this  comedy.     Colonel  Briton,  the  lover  of  Clara,  is  a  spirited 
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and  enterprising  soldier  of  fortune ;  and  his  servant  Gibby's  un- 
daunted, incorrigible  blundering,  with  a  dash  of  nationality  in 
it,  tells  in  a  very  edifying  way. — ^  The  Busy  Body'  is  inferior, 
in  the  interest  of  the  story  and  characters,  to  the  ^  Wonder ;'  but 
it  is  full  of  bustle  and  gaiety  frojn  beginning  to  end.  The  plot 
never  stands  still ;  the  situations  succeed  one  another  like  the 
changes  of  scenery  in  a  pantomime.  The  nice  dove-tailing  of 
the  incidents,  and  cross-reading  in  the  situations,  supplies  the 
place  of  any  great  force  of  wit  or  sentiment.  The  time  for  the 
entrance  of  each  person  on  the  stage  is  the  moment  when  they 
are  least  wanted,  and  when  their  arrival  makes  either  them- 
selves or  somebody  else  look  as  foolish  as  possible.  The  laugh- 
ableness of  this  comedy,  as  well  as  of  '  The  Wonder,'  depends 
on  a  brilliant  series  of  mistimed  exits  and  entrances.  Marplot 
is  the  whimsical  hero  of  the  piece,  and  a  standing  memorial  of 
unmeaning  vivacity  and  assiduous  impertinence. 

[<  The  Busy  Body'  is  a  comedy  that  has  now  held  possession 
of  the  stage  above  a  hundred  years,  (the  best  test  of  excellence ;) 
and  the  merit  that  has  enabled  it  to  do  so,  consists  in  the  inge- 
nuity of  the  contrivance,  the  liveliness  of  the  plot,  and  the 
striking  effect  of  the  situations.  Mrs.  Centlivre,  in  this  and  her 
other  plays,  could  do  nothing  without  a  stratagem ;  but  she 
.could  do  every  thing  with  one.  She  delights  in  putting  her 
dramatis  persona  continually  at  their  wit's  end,  and  in  helping 
them  off  with  a  new  evasion ;  and  the  subtlety  of  her  resources 
is  in  proportion  to  the  criticalness  of  the  situation  and  the  short- 
ness of  the  notice  for  resorting  to  an  expedient.  Twenty  times, 
in  seeing  or  reading  one  of  her  plays,  your  pulse  beats  quick, 
and  you  become  restless  and  apprehensive  for  theT  event ;  but 
with  a  fine  theatrical  sleight  of  hand,  she  lets  you  off,  undoes 
the  knot  of  the  difficulty,  and  you  breathe  freely  again,  and 
have  a  hearty  laugh  into  the  baifgain.  In  short,  with  her 
knowledge  of  chambermaid's  tricks,  and  insight  into  the  intri- 
cate foldings  of  lovers'  hearts,  she  plays  with  the  events  of  come- 
dy, as  a  juggler  shuffles  about  a  pack  of  cards,  to  serve  his  own 
purposes,  and  to  the  surprise  of  the  spectator.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  delightful  employments  of  the  dramatic  art.  It  costs 
nothing — ^but  a  voluntary  tax  on  the  inventive  powers  of  t^^ 
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author ;  and  it  produces,  when  successfully  done,  profit  and' 
praise  to  one  party,  and  pleasure  to  all  To  show  the  extent 
and  importance  of  theatrical  amusements  (which  some  grave 
persons  would  decry  altogether,  and  which  no  one  can  extol  too 
highly,)  a  friend  of  ours,  whose  name  v/ill  be  as  well  known  to 
posterity  as  it  is  to  his  contemporaries,  was  not  bng  ago  men* 
tioiiing,  that  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  memorable  impressions 
ever  made  on  his  mind,  was  the  seeing  *  Venice  Preserved' 
acted  in  a  country  town  when  he  was  only  nine  years  old.  But 
he  added,  that  an  elderly  lady  who  took  him  to  see  it,  lamented, 
notwithstanding  the  wonder  and  delight  he  had  experienced, 
thai  instead  of  ^  Venice  Preserved,'  they  had  not  gone  to  see 
*The  Busy  Body,*  which  had  been  acted  the  night  before. 
This  was  fifty  years  ago,  since  which,  and  for  fifty  years  before 
that,  it  has  been  acted  a  thousand  times  in  town  and  country, 
giving  delight  to  the  old,  the  young,  and  middle-aged,  passing 
the  time  carelessly,  and  a&rding  matter  for  agreeable  reflection 
afterwards,  making  us  think  ourselves,  and  wish  to  be  thought, 
th^  men  equal  to  Sir  George  Airy  in  grace  and  spirit,  the 
women  to  Miranda  and  Isabinda  in  love  and  beauty,  and  all  of 
us  superior  to  Marplot  in  wit  Among  the  scenes  that  might  be 
mentioned  in  this  comedy,  as  striking  instances  of  happy  stage 
effect,  are  Miranda's  contrivance  to  escape  from  Sir  George,  by 
making  hin\  turn  his  back  upon  her  to  hear  her  confession  of 
love,  and  the  ludicrous  attitude  in  which  he  is  left  waiting  for 
the  rest  of  her  speech  after  the  lady  has  vanished ;  his  ofiTer  of 
the  hundred  pounds  to  her  guardian  to  make  love  to  her  in  his 
presence,  and  when  she  receives  him  in  dumb  show,  his  answer- 
ing for  bodi;  his  situation  concealed  behind  the  chimney- 
screen;  his  supposed  metamorphosis  into  a  monkey,  and  his 
deliverance  from  thence  in  that  character  by  the  interference  of 
Marplot ;  Mrs.  Patch's  sudden  conversion  of  the  mysterious  love 
letter  into  a  charm  for  the  tooth-ache,  and  the  whole  of  Marplofs 
meddling  and  blunders.  The  last  character  is  taken  from.  Dry- 
den  and  the  Duchess  of  Newcastle ;  and  is,  indeed,  the  only 
attempt  at  character  in  the  play.  It  is  amusing  and  superficial 
We  see  little  of  the  puzzled  perplexity  of  his  brain,  but  his 
actions  are  absurd  enough.    He  whiffles  about  the  stage  widi 
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considerable  Yolubility,  and  makes  a  yery  lively  automaton. 
Sir  Greorge  Airy  sets  out  for  a  scene  or  two  in  a  spirited  manner, 
but  afterwards  the  character  evaporates  in  the  name ;  and  he  be* 
comes  as  common  place  as  his  friend  Charles,  who  merely  laments 
over  his  misfortunes,  or  gets  out  of  them  by  following  the  sugges- 
tions of  his  valet  or  his  valet's  mistress.  Miranda  is  the  heroine 
of  the  piece,  and  has  a  right  to  be  so ;  for  she  is  a  beauty  and  an 
heiress.  Her  friend  has  less  to  recommend  her ;  but  who  can 
refuse  to  fall  in  love  with  her  name?  What  volumes  of  sighs, 
what  a  world  of  love,  is  breathed  in  the  very  sound  alone — the 
letters  that  form  the  charming  name  of  Isabinda!] 

The  comedies  of  Steele  were  the  first  that  were  written  ex- 
pressly with  a  view  not  to  imitate  the  manners,  but  to  reform 
the  morals  of  the  age.  The  author  seems  to  be  all  the  time  on 
his  good  behaviour,  as  if  writing  a  comedy  vras  no  very  credit- 
able employment,  and  as  if  the  ultimate  object  of  his  ambition 
was  a  dedication  to  the  queen.  Nothing  can  be  better  meant, 
or  more  inefficient.  It  is  almost  a  misnomer  to  call  them  come- 
dies ;  they  are  rather  homilies  in  dialogue,  in  which  a  number 
of  very  pretty  ladies  and  gentlemen  discuss  the  fashionable 
topics  of  gaming,  of  duelling,  of  seduction,  of  scandal,  &c. 
with  a  sickly  sensibility,  that  shows  as  little  hearty  aversion  to 
vice  as  sincere  attachment  to  virtue.  By  not  meeting  the  ques- 
tion fairly  on  the  ground  of  common  experience^  by  durring 
over  the  objections,  and  varnishing  the  answers,  the  whole  dis- 
tinction between  virtue  and  vice  (as  it  appears  in  evidence  in 
the  comic  drama)  is  reduced  to  verbal  professions,  and  a  me- 
chanical, infantine  goodness.  The  sting  is,  indeed,  taken  out 
of  what  is  bad ;  but  what  is  good,  at  the  same  time,  loses  its 
manhood  and  nobility  of  nature  by  this  enervating  process.  I 
am  unwilling  to  believe  that  the  only  difference  between  right 
and  wrong  is  mere  cant,  or.  make-believe ;  and  I  imagine,  that 
the  advantage  which  the  moral  drama  possesses  over  mere  theo 
reiical  precept  or  general  declamation  is  this,  that  by  being  left 
free  to  imitate  nature  as  it  is,  and  not  being  referred  to  an  ideal 
standard,  it  is  its  own  voucher  for  the  truth  of  the  inferences  it 
draws,  for  its  warnings,  or  its  examples ;  that  it  brings  out  the 
higher  as  well  as  lower  principles  of  action,  in  the  most  striking 
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and  convincing  points  of  view ;  satisfies  us  that  yirtue  is  not  a 
mere  shadow ;  clothes  it  with  passion,  imagination,  reality,  and, 
if  I  may  say  so,  translates  morality  from  the  language  of  theory 
into  that  of  practice.  But  Steele,  by  introducing  the  artificial 
mechanism  of  morals  on  the  stage,  and  making  his  characters 
act,  not  firom  individual  motives  and  existing  circumstances,  the 
truth  of  which  every  one  must  feel,  but  from  vague  topics  and 
generaJ  rules,  the  truth  of  which  is  the  very  thing  to  be  proved 
in  detail,  has  lost  that  fine  'vantage  ground  which  the  stage 
lends  to  virtue ;  takes  away  from  it  its  best  grace,  the  grace  of; 
sincerity ;  and,  instead  of  making  it  a  test  of  truth,  has  made  it 
an  echo  of  the  doctrine  of  the  schools — and  "  the  one  cries 
Mvm^  while  t'other  cries  Budget !  "  The  comic  writer,  in  my 
judgment,  then,  ought  to  open  the  volume  of  nature  and  the 
world  for  his  living  materials,  and  not  take  them  out  of  his 
ethical  common-place  book ;  for  in  this  way,  neither  will  throw 
any  additional  light  upon  the  other.  In  all  things  there  is  a 
division  of  labour ;  and  I  am  as  little  for  introducing  the  tono 
of  the  pulpit  or  reading-desk  on  the  stage,  as  for  introducing 
plays  and  interludes  in  church-time,  according  to  the  good  old 
popish  practice.  It  was  a  part,  indeed,  of  Steele's  plan,  "  by 
the  politeness  of  his  style  and  the  genteelness  of  his  expres- 
sions,"* to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  between  things  which 
he  thought  had  hitherto  been  kept  too  far  asunder,  to  wed  the 
graces  to  the  virtues,  and  blend  pleasure  with  profit.  And  in 
this  design  he  succeeded  admirably  in  his  '  Tatler,'  and  some 
other  works,  but  in  his  comedies  he  has  failed.  He  has  con- 
founded  instead  of  harmonising — ^has  taken  away  its  gravity 
from  wisdom,  and  its  charm  from  gaiety.  It  is  not  that  in  his 
plays  we  find  ^  some  soul  of  goodness  in  things  evil ;"  but  they 
have  no  soul  either  of  good  or  bad.  His  *  Funeral '  is  as  trite, 
as  tedious,  and  full  of  formal  grimace,  as  a  procession  of  mutes 
and  undertakers.  The  characters  are  made  either  affectedly 
good  and  forbearing,  with  '^  all  the  milk  of  human  kindness," 
or  purposely  bad  and  disgusting,  for  the  others  to  exercise  their 
squeamish  charities  upon  them.     ^Thc  Conscious  Lovers'  is 

•  See  MandeviUe'fl  *  Fable  of  the  Beef.' 
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the  best,  but  that  is  far  from  good,  with  the  exception  of  the 
scene  between  Mr.  Thomas  and  Phillis,  who  are  fellaw-eer^ 
vants,  and  commence  lovers  from  being  set  to  clean  the  window 
together.  We  are  here  once  more  in  the  company  of  our  old 
friend,  Isaac  BickerstafT,  Esq.  Indiana  is  as  listless  and  as  in« 
sipid  as  a  drooping  figure  on  an  Indian  screen ;  and  Mr.  Myr^ 
tie  and  Mr.  Beril  only  just  disturb  the  still  life  of  the  scene.  I 
am  sorry  that  in  this  censure  I  should  have  Parson  Adams 
against  me,  who  thought  ^  The  Conscious  Lovers '  the  only  fit 
play  for  a  Christian  to  see,  and  as  good  as  a  sermon.  For  my- 
self, I  would  rather  have  read,  or  heard  him  read,  one  of  his 
own  manuscript  sermons ;  and  if  the  volume  which  he  left  be- 
hind him  in  his  saddle-bags  was  to  be  had  in  print  for  love  or 
money,  I  would  at  any  time  walk  ten  miles  on  foot  only  to  get 
a  sight  of  it. 

Addison's  'Drummer,  or  the  Haunted  House,'  is  a  pleasant 
farce  enough,  but  adds  nothing  to  our  idea  of  the  author  of  the 

*  Spectator.' 

Pope's  joint  after-piece,  called  *  An  Hour  after  Marriage,'  was 
not  a  successful  attempt.  He  brought  into  it  '^an  alligator 
stuffed,"  which  disconcerted  the  ladies,  and  gave  just  offence  to 
the  critics.  Pope  was  too  fastidious  for  a  farce  writer ;  and  yet 
the  most  fastidious  people,  when  they  step  out  of  their  regular 
routine,  are  apt  to  become  the  grossest  The  smallest  offences 
against  probability  or  decorum  are,  to  their  habitual  scrupuloas- 
ness,  as  unpardonable  as  the  greatest  This  was  the  rock  on 
which  Pope  probably  split  The  affair  was,  however,  hushed 
up ;  and  he  wreaked  his  discreet  vengeance  at  leisure  on  the 
**  odious  endeavours,"  and  more  odious  success  of  CoHey  Cibber 
in  the  line  in  which  he  had  failed.  Gay's  '  What-d'ye-call-it,' 
is  not  one  of  his  happiest  things.  His '  Polly '  is  a  complete 
&i]ure,  which,  indeed,  is  the  common  fate  of  second  parts.  If 
the  original  Polly,  in  '  The  Beggars'  Opera,'  had  not  had  more 
winning  ways  with  her,  she  would  hardly  have  had  so  many 
countesses  for  representatives  as  she  has  had,  from  her  first  ap- 
pearance up  to  the  present  moment     [Gay's  capital  work  is  his 

*  Beggars'  Opera.'  It  is,  indeed,  a  master-piece  of  wit  and  genius, 
not  to  say  of  morality.    In  composing  it  he  chose  a  very  un- 
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promising  ground  to  work  upon,  and  he  has  prided  hirtiself  in 
adorning  it  with  all  the  graces,  the  precision  and  brilliancy  of 
style.  It  is  a  Tulgar  error  to'call  this  a  vulgar  play.  So  far 
from  it,  that  I  do  not  scruple  to  say  that  it  appears  to  me  one  of 
the  most  refined  productions  in  the  language.  The  elegance 
of  the  composition  is  in  exact  proportion  to  the  coarseness  of  the 
materials ;  ty  "  happy  alchemy  of  mind,"  the  author  has  ex- 
tracted an  essence  of  refinement  from  the  dregs  of  human  life, 
and  turns  its  very  dross  into  gold.  The  scenes,  characters,  and 
incidents  are,  in  themselves,  of  the  lowest  and  most  disgusting 
kind ;  but,  by  the  sentiments  and  reflections  which  are  put  into 
the  mouths  of  highwaymen,  turnkey,  their  mistresses,  wives,  or 
daughters,  he  has  converted  this  motley  group  into  a  set  of  fine 
gentlemen  and  ladies,  satirists  and  philosophers.  He  has  also 
effected  this  transformation  without  once  violating  probability,  or 
"  overstepping  the  modesty  of  nature."  In  fact,  Gay  has  turned 
the  tables  on  the  critics ;  and  by  the  assumed  license  of  the  mock- 
heroic  style  has  enabled  himself  to  do  justice  to  nature,  that  is, 
to  give  all  the  force,  truth,  and  locality  of  real  feeling  to  the 
thoughts  and  expressions,  without  being  called  to  the  bar  of  false 
taste  and  affected  delicacy.  The  extreme  beauty  and  feeling 
of  the  song,  "  Woman  is  like  the  fkir  flower  in  its  lustre,"  are 
only  equalled  by  its  characteristic  propriety  and  naivete.  It  may 
be  said  that  this  is  taken  from  Tibullus ;  but  there  is  nothing 
about  Covent-garden  in  Tibullus.  Polly  describes  her  lover 
going  to  the  gallows  with  the  same  touching  simplicity,  and 
with  all  the  natural  fondness  of  a  young  girl  in  her  circum- 
stances, who  ^QGS  in  his  approaching  catastrophe  nothing  but  the 
misfortunes  and  the  personal  accomplishments  of  the  object  of 
her  affections.  "  I  see  him  sweeter  than  the  nosegay  in  his 
hand :  the  admiring  crowd  lament  that  so  lovely  a  youth  should 
come  to  an  untimely  end— even  butchers  weep,  and  Jack  Ketch 
refuses  his  fee  rather  than  consent  to  tie  the  fatal  knot."  The 
preservation  of  the  character  and  costume  is  complete.  It  has 
been  said  by  a  great  authority — "  There  is  some  soul  of  good- 
ness in  things  evil :" — ^and  '  The  Beggars'  Opera*  is  a  good- 
natured  but  instructive  comment  on  this  text.  The  poet  haa 
thrown  all  the  gaiety  and  sunshine  of  the  imagination,  ail  the 
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intoxication  of  pleasure,  and  the  vanity  of  despair,  round  the 
short-lived  existence  of  his  heroes ;  while  Peachum  and  Lockitt 
are  seen  in  the  back-ground,  parcelling  out  their  months  and 
weeks  between  them.  The  general  view  exhibited  of  human 
life,  is  of  the  most  subtle  and  abstracted  kind.  The  author  has, 
with  great  felicity,  brought  out  the  good  qualities  and  interesting 
emotions  almost  inseparable  from  the  lowest  conditions;  and, 
with  the  same  penetrating  glance,  has  detected  the  disguises 
which  rank  and  circumstances  lend  to  exalted  vice.  Every  line 
in  this  sterling  comedy  sparkles  with  wit,  and  is  fraught  with 
the  keenest  sarcasm.  The  very  wit,  however,  takes  off  from  the 
offensiveness  of  the  satire ;  and  I  have  seen  great  statesmen,  very 
great  statesmen,  heartily  enjoying  the  joke,  laughing  most  im- 
moderately at  the  compliments  paid  to  them  as  not  much  worse 
than  pickpockets  and  cut-throats  in  a  different  line  of  life,  and 
pleased,  as  it  were,  to  see  themselves  humanised  by  some  ^ort  of 
fellowship  with  their  kind.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  the 
moral  of  the  piece  is  to  show  the  vulgarity  of  vice  ;  or  that  the 
same  violations  of  integrity  and  decorum,  the  same  habitual 
sophistry  in  palliating  their  want  of  principle,  are  common  to 
the  great  and  powerful,  with  the  lowest  and  most  contemptible 
of  the  species.  What  can  be  more  convincing  than  the  argu- 
ments used  by  these  would-be-politicians,  to  show  that  in  hypo- 
crisy, selfishness,  and  treachery,  they  do  not  come  up  to  many  of 
their  betters  ?  The  exclamation  of  Mrs.  Peachum,  when  her 
daughter  marries  Macheath,  ''  Hussey,  hussey,  you  will  be  as 
ill-used,  and  as  much  neglected,  as  if  you  had  married  a  lord," 
is  worth  all  Miss  Hannah  Mere's  labored  invectives  on  the  lax- 
ity of  the  manners  of  high  life  1* 

*  The  late  ingenious  Baron  Grim,  of  acute  critical  memory,  was  up  to  the 
merit  of  the  *  Beggars'  Opera.*  In  his  Correspondence,  he  says,  "  If  it  be 
true  that  the  nearer  a  writer  is  to  nature,  the  more  certain  he  is  of  pleasing, 
it  must  be  allowed  that  the  English,  in  their  dramatic  pieces,  have  greatly 
the  advantage  over  us.  There  reigns  in  them  an  inestimable  tone  of  na- 
ture, which  the  timidity  of  our  taste  has  banished  firom  French  pieces.  M. 
Patu  has  just  published,  in  two  volumes,  '  A  selection  of  smaller  dramatic 
pieces,  translated  from  the  English,'  which  will  eminently  support  what  I  have 
advaiiu^.    The  principal  one  among  this  selection  is  the  celebrated  ^  Beg- 
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Fielding  was  a  comic  writer,  as  well  as  a  novelist ;  but  his 
comedies  are  very  inferior  to  his  novels :  they  are  particularly 
deficient  both  in  plot  and  character.  The  only  excellence 
which  they  have  is  that  of  the  style,  which  is  the  only  thing  in 
which  his  novels  are  deficient.  The  only  dramatic- pieces  gf 
Fielding  that  retain  possession  of  the  stage  are, '  The  Mock 
Doctor'  (a  tolerable  translation  from  Moliere's  Medecin  maigri 
kUy)  and  his  *  Tom  Thumb,'  a  very  admirable  piece  of  bur- 
lesque. The  absurdities  and  bathos  of  some  of  our  celebrated 
tragic  writers  could  hardly  be  credited,  but  for  the  notes  at  the 
bottom  ci  this  preposterous  medley  of  bombast,  containing  his 
authorities  and  the  parallel  passages.  Dryden,  Lee,  and  Shad- 
well,  make  no  very  shining  figure  there.  Mr.  Liston  makes  a 
better  figure  in  the  text.  His  Lord  Grizzle  is  prodigious. 
What  a  name,  and  what  a  person  1  It  has  been  said  of  this  in- 
genious actor,  that  '^  he  is  very  great  in  Liston;"  but  he  is  even 
greater  in  Lord  Grizzle.  What  a  wig  is  that  he  wears !  How 
flighty,  flaunting  and  fantastical!  Not  ''like  those  hanging 
locks  of  young  Apollo,"  nor  like  the  serpent-hair  of  the  Furies 
o(  .^iSchylus ;  but  as  troublous,  though  not  as  tragical  as  the 

gais'  Opera '  of  Gay,  which  has  had  such  an  amazing  run  in  England.  Wt 
are  here  in  the  very  worst  company  imaginable ;  the  dramatis  personts  are 
robbers,  pickpockets,  gaolers,  prostitutes,  and  the  like ;  yet  we  are  highly 
amused,  and  in  no  haste  to  quit  them ;  and  why  1  Because  there  is  no> 
thing  in  the  world  more  original  or  more  natural  There  is  no  occasion  to 
compare  our  most  celebrated  comic  operas  with  this,  to  see  how  far  we  an 
semoved  from  truth  and  nature,  and  this  is  the  reason  that,  notwithstand- 
ing our  wit,  we  are  almost  always  flat  and  insipid.  Two  faults  are  gene- 
rally committed  by  our  writers,  which  they  seem  incapable  of  avoiding. 
They  think  they  have  done  wonders  if  they  hove  only  faithfully  copied  the 
dictionaries  of  the  personages  they  bring  upon  the  stage,  forgetting  that  the 
great  art  is  to  choose  the  moments  of  character  and  passion  in  those  who 
are  to  speak,  since  it  is  those  moments  alone  that  render  them  interesting. 
For  want  of  this  discrimination,  the  piece  necessarily  sinks  into  insipidity 
aad  monotony.  Why  do  almost  all  M.  Vade's  pieces  fatigue  the  audieneo 
to  death  1  Because  all  his  characters  speak  the  same  language ;  because 
each  is  a  perfect  resemblance  of  the  other.  Instead  of  this,  in  '  The  Beg- 
gars^ Opera,*  among  eight  or  ten  girls  of  the  town,  each  has  her  separate 
character,  her  peculiar  trials,  her  peculiar  modes  of  expression,  which  give 
her  a  marked  distinction  from  her  companions." — Vol.  L,  p.  185. 
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one — as  imposing,  though  less  classical  than  the  other.  <'  Que 
tiTTtbles  sont  ces  chevetix  gris,^*  might  be  applied  to  Lord  Grizzle's 
most  valiant  and  magnanimous  curls.  This  sapient  courtier's 
^  fell  of  hair  does  at  a  dismal  treatise  rouse  and  stir  as  life  were 
in't"  His  wits  seem  flying  away  with  the  disorder  of  his  flow- 
ing locks,  and  to  sit  as  loosely  on  our  hero's  head  as  the  caul  of 
his  peruke.  What  a  significant  vacancy  in  his  open  eyes  and 
mouth  I  what  a  listlessness  in  his  limbs  1  what  an  abstraction 
pf  all  thought  or  purpose  1  With  what  an  headlong  impulse  of 
enthusiasm  he  throws  himself  across  the  stage  when  he  is  going 
to  be  married,  crying,  "  Hey  for  Doctor's  Commons,"  as  if  the 
genius  of  folly  had  taken  whole-length  possession  of  his  person ! 
And  then  his  dancing  is  equal  to  the  discovery  of  a  sixth  sense — 
which  is  certainly  very  different  from  caaimon  sense!  If  this 
extraordinary  personage  cuts  a  great  figure  in  his  life,  he  is  no 
less  wonderful  in  his  death  and  burial.  "  From  the  sublime  to 
the  ridiculous  there  is  but  one  step ;"  and  this  character  would 
almost  seem  to  prove,  that  there  is  but  one  step  from  the  ridicu* 
lous  to  the  sublime. — Lubin  Log,  however  inimitable  in  itself, 
is  itself  an  imitation  of  something  existing  elsewhere ;  but  the 
Lord  Grizzle  of  this  truly  original  actor,  is  a  pure  invention  of 
Jiis  own.  His  Caper,  in  the  'Widow*s  Choice,'  can  alone  dis- 
pute the  palm  with  it  in  incoherence  and  volatility ;  for  that, 
too,  "  is  high  fantastical,"  almost  as  full  of  emptiness,  in  as  grand 
a  gusto  of  insipidity,  as  profoundly  absurd,  as  elaborately  non- 
aensical  I  Why  does  not  Mr.  laston  play  in  some  of  Moliere's 
&rces?  I  heartily  wish  that  the  author  of  ^Love,  Law,  and 
Physic,'  would  launch  him  on  the  London  boards  in  Monsieur 
Jourdain  or  Monsieur  Pourceaugnac.  This  genius  of  Listen 
and  Moliere  together — 

"...^  Must  bid  a  gay  defiance  to  mischance.'' 

Mr.  List<«  is  an  actor  hardly  belonging  to  the  present  age. 
Had  he  lived,  unfortunately  for  us,  in  the  time  of  CoRey  Cibber, 
we  should  have  seen  what  a  splendid  niche  he  would  have 
given  him  in  his  '  Apology.' 

Gibber  is  the  hero  of  the  Dunciad :  but  it  cannot  be  said  of 
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him,  that  he  was  ''  by  merit  raised  to  that  had  eminence."  He 
was  pert,  not  dull ;  a  coxcomb,  not  a  blockhead ;  vain,  but  not 
malicious.  Pope's  unqualified  abuse  of  him  was  mere  spleen ; 
and  the  most  obyious  "provocation  to  it  seems  to  hare  been  an 
excess  of  flippant  vivacity  in  the  constitution  of  Gibber.  That 
Gibber's  '  Bir^-day  Odes'  were  dulf,  is  true ;  but  this  was  not 
peculiar  to  him.  It  is  an  objection  which  may  be  made  equally 
to  ShadwelPs,  to  Whitehead's,  to  Warton's,  to  Pye's,  and  to  all 
others,  except  those  which  of  late  years  have  not  been  written  I 
In  his  '  Apology  for  his  own  Life,'  Gibber  is  a  most  amusing 
biographer:  happy  in  his  own  good  opinion,  the  best  of  ail 
others ;  teeming  with  animal  spirits,  and  uniting  the  self-suffi- 
ciency of  youth  with  the  garrulity  of  age.  His  account  of  his 
waiting  as  a  page  behind  the  chair  of  the  old  Duchess  of  Marl- 
borough at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  who  was  then  in  the 
bloom  of  youth  and  beauty,  which  seems  to  have  called  up  in 
him  the  secret  homage  of  ^'  distant,  enthusiastic,  respectful  love," 
fifty  years  after,  and  the  compliment  he  pays  to  her  (then  in 
her  old  age,)  "  a  great  grandmother  without  gray  hairs,"  is  as 
delightful  as  anything  in  fiction  or  romance ;  and  is  the  evident 
origin  of  Mr.  Burke's  celebrated  apostrophe  to  the  Glueen  of 
France.  Nor  is  the  political  confession  of  faith  which  he  makes 
on  this  occasion,  without  a  suitable  mixture  of  vanity  and  since- 
rity :  the  vanity  we  may  ascribe  to  the  player,  the  sincerity  to 
the  politician.  The  self-complacency  with  which  he  talks  of 
his  own  success,  both  as  a  player  and  a  writer,  is  not  greater 
than  the  candour  and  cordiality  with  which  he  does  heaped 
justice  to  the  merits  of  his  theatrical  contemporaries  and  prede- 
cessors. He  brings  down  the  history  of  the  stage,  either  by  the 
help  of  observation  or  tradition,  from  the  time  of  Shakspeare  to 
his  own ;  and  quite  dazzles  the  reader  with  a  constellation  of 
male  and  female,  of  tragic  and  comic,  of  past  and  present  excel- 
lence. He  gives  portraits  at  full  length  of  Kynaston,  of  Better- 
ton,  of  Booth,  of  Estcourt,  of  Pinkethman  and  Dogget,  of  Mohun 
and  Wilks,  of  Nokes  and  Sandford,  of  Mrs.  Montford,  of  Mrs. 
Oldfield,  of  Mrs.  Barry,  and  Mrs.  Bracegirdle,  and  of  others  of 
equal  note ;  with  delectable  criticisms  on  their  several  perform- 
ances, and  anecdotes  of  their  private  lives,  with  scarcely  a  single 
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particle  of  jealousy  or  Hi-nature,  or  any  other  motive  than  to 
expatiate  in  the  delight  of  talking  of  the  ornaments  of  his  art, 
and  a  wish  to  share  his  pleasure  with  the  reader.  I  wish  I 
could  quote  some  of  these  theatrical  sketches;  but  the  time 
presses.  The  latter  part  of  his  work  is  less  entertaining  when 
he  becomes  Manager,  and  gives  us  an  exact  statement  of  his 
squabbles  with  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  the  expense  of  his 
ground-rent,  his  repairs,  his  scenery,  and  his  dresses.— In  his 
plays,  his  personal  character  perhaps  predominates  too  much 
over  the  inventiveness  of  his  Muse  ;  but  so  far  from  being  dull, 
he  is  everywhere  light,  fluttering,  and  airy.  Elis  pleasure  in 
himself  made  him  desirous  to  please ;  but  his  fault  was,  that  he 
was  too  soon  satisfied  with  what  he  did ;  that  his  indolence  or 
want  of  thought  led  him  to  indulge  in  the  vein  that  flowed  from 
him  with  most  ease,  and  that  his  vanity  did  not  allow  him  to 
distinguish  between  what  he  did  best  and  worst.  His  ^  Careless 
Husband'  is  a  very  elegant  piece  of  agreeable,  thoughtless 
writing ;  and  the  incident  of  Lady  Easy  throwing  her  handker- 
chief over  her  husband,  whom  she  finds  asleep  in  a  chair  by  the 
side  of  her  waiting-woman,  was  an  admirable  contrivance, 
taken,  as  he  informs  us,  from  real  life.  His  '  Double  Gallant,' 
which  has  been  lately  revived,  though  it  cannot  rank  in  the 
first,  may  take  its  place  in  the  second  or  third  class  of  comedies. 
ft  abounds  in  character,  bustle,  and  stage-eflect  It  belongs  to 
what  may  be  called  the  composite  style ;  and  very  happily  mixes 
up  the  comedy  of  intrigue,  such  as  we  see  it  in  Mrs.  Centlivre's 
Spanish  plots,  with  a  tolerable  share  of  the  wit  and  spirit  of  Con- 
greve  and  Vanbrugh.  As  there  is  a  good  deal  of  wit,  there  is 
a  spice  of  wickedness  in  this  play,  which  was  a  privilege  of  the 
good  old  style  of  comedy,  not  altogether  abandoned  in  Cibber^s 
time.  The  luscious  vein  of  the  dialogue  is  stopped  short  in 
many  of  the  scenes  of  the  revived  play,  though  not  before  wo 
perceive  its  object — 

" In  hidden  mazes  running, 

"With  wanton  haste  and  giddy  cunning." 

These  imperfect  hints  of  double  meanings,  however,  pass  off 
without  any  marks  of  reprobation  j  for,  unless  they  are  insisted 
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on,  or  made  pretty  broad,  the  audience,  from  being  accustomed 
to  the  cautious  purity  of  the  modem  drama,  are  not  very  expert 
in  decyphering  the  equivocal  allusion,  for  which  they  are  not  on 
&e  look-out  To  what  is  this  increased  nicety  owing  ?  Was  it 
that  vice,  from  being  formerly  less  common  (though  more  fash- 
ionable,) was  less  catching  than  at  present  1  The  first  inference 
is  by  no  means  in  our  jOEivour :  for  though  I  think  that  the  gross- 
ness  of  mannen?  prevailing  in  our  fashionable  comedies  was^a 
direct  transcript  of  the  manners  of  the  court  at  the  time,  or  in 
the  period  immediately  preceding,  yet  the  same  grossness  of  ex- 
pression and  allusion  existed  long  before,  as  in  the  plays  of  Shak- 
speare  and  Ben  Jonson,  when  there  was  not  this  grossness  of 
manners,  and  it  has  of  late  years  been  gradually  refining  away. 
There  is  a  certain  grossness  or  freedom  of  expression,  which 
may  arise  as  often  from  unsuspecting  simplicity  as  from  avowed 
profligacy.  Whatever  may  be  our  progress  either  in  virtue  or 
vice  since  the  age  of  Charles  II.,  certain  i{  is  that  our  manners 
are  not  mended  since  the  time  of  Elizabeth  and  Charles  I.  Is 
it,  then,  that  vice  was  formerly  a  thing  more  to  be  wondered  at 
than  imitated ;  that  behind  the  rigid  barriers  of  religion  and  mo* 
rality  it  might  be  exposed  freely,  without  the  danger  of  any  se- 
rious practical  consequences — whereas  now  that  the  safeguards 
of  wholesome  authority  and  prejudice  are  removed,  we  seem 
afraid  to  trust  our  eyes  or  ears  with  a  single  situation  or  expres- 
sion of  a  loose  tendency,  as  if  the  mere  mention  of  licentiousness 
implied  a  conscious  approbation  of  it,  and  the  extreme  delicacy 
of  our  moral  sense  would  be  debauched  by  the  bare  suggestion 
of  the  possibility  of  vice  ?  But  I  shall  not  take  upon  me  to  an- 
swer this  question.  The  charact^s  in  the  ^  Double  Gallant'  are 
well  kept  up.  At- All  and  Lady  Dainty  are  the  two  most  prom- 
inent characters  in  this  comedy,  and  those  into  which  Cibber 
has  put  most  of  his  own  nature  and  genius.  They  are  the  es- 
sence of  active  impertinence  and  fashionable  frivolity.  Cibber, 
in  short,  though  his  name  has  been  handed  down  to  us  as  a  by- 
word of  impudent  pretension  and  impenetrable  dulness  by  tl^e 
classical  pen  of  his  accomplished  rival,  who,  unfortunately,  did 
not  admit  of  any  merit  beyond  the  narrow  circle  of  wit  and 
friendship  in  which  he  himself  moved,  was  a  gentleman  and  a 
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scholar  of  the  old  school ;  a  man  of  wit  and  pleasantry  in  con- 
versation, a  diverting  mimic,  an  excellent  actor,  an  admirable 
dramatic  critic,  and  one  of  the  best  comic  writers  of  his  age. 
His  works  (always  excepting  his  *  Birth-day  Odes,*)  instead  ci 
being  a  caput  martuwm  of  literature,  had  a  great  deal  of  the  spirit, 
with  a  little  too  much  of  the  froth.  His  ^  Nonjuror'  was  taken 
from  Moliere's  *  Tartuffe,'  and  has  been  altered  to  the  *  Hypo- 
crite.' [This  latter  is  a  lively  but  very  provoking  comedy,  and 
it  is  provoking  from  the  nature  of  the  subject.  If  such  things 
are,  it  is  provoking ;  or  if  they  are  not,  that  we  should  be  made 
to  believe  them.  In  the  '  Tartuffe,'  Ae  glaring  improbability 
of  the  plot,  the  absurdity  of  a  man's  imposing  on  the  credulity 
of  another  against  the  evidence  of  his  senses,  and  without  any 
proof  of  the  sincerity  of  a  religious  charlatan  but  his  own  profes- 
sions, is  carried  off  by  long  formal  speeches  and  pompous  casuis- 
try. We  find  our  patience  tired  out,  and  our  understandings 
perplexed,  as  if  we  were  sitting  in  a  court  of  law.  Tartuffe  is  a 
plausible,  fair-spoken,  long-winded  knave,  who,  if  he  could  not 
be  supposed  to  convince,  might  be  supposed  to  confound  his  au- 
ditors. In  the  *  Hypocrite '  of  Bickerstaff,  the  insidious,  fawning, 
sophistical,  accomplished  French  Abb^,  is  modernized  into  a 
low-lived,  canting,  impudent  Methodist  preacher.  Dr.  Cantwell 
is  a  sturdy  beggar,  and  nothing  more ;  he  is  not  an  impostor, 
but  a  bully.  There  is  not  in  anything  he  says  or  does  the  least 
reason  why  Sir  John  Lambert  should  admit  him  into  his  family 
and  friendship,  suffer  him  to  make  love  to  his  wife  and  daughter, 
disinherit  his  son  in  his  favour,  and  obstinately  refuse  to  listen 
to  any  insinuation  or  proof  offered  against  the  virtue  and  piety 
of  his  treacherous  inmate.  It  might  be  said,  that  in  the  man- 
ners of  the  old  French  regime  there  was  something  to  account 
for  the  blind  ascendancy  acquired  by  the  priest  over  his  benefac- 
tor, who  might  have  submitted  to  be  enthralled,  robbed,  cheated, 
and  insulted,  as  a  tacit  proof  of  his  religion  and  loyalty.  The 
inquisitorial  power  exercised  by  the  church  was  then  so  great, 
that  a  man  who  refused  to  be  priest-ridden,  might  very  soon  be 
suspected  of  designs  against  the  state.  Such,  at  least,  is  the 
best  account  we  can  give  of  the  sameness  of  Moliere's  *  Organ.' 
But  in  this  country  nothing  of  the  kind  could  happen.     A  fel- 
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low  like  Dr.  Cantwell  could  only  have  got  admittaDce  into  the 
kitelien  of  Sir  John  Lambert,  or  to  the  ear  of  old  Lady  Lambert 
The  animal  magnetism  of  such  spiritual  guides  is.  with  us,  di* 
rected  against  the  weaker  nerves  of  our  female  devotees.  la 
the  original,  we  admire  the  talents  of  the  principal  character ;  in 
the  translation,  we  only  wond^  at  the  incredible  weakness  of 
his  dupes.  In  short,  the  &ult  of  the  piece  is  that  the  author  has 
attempted  to  amalgamate  two  contradictory  characters,  by^ir 
grafting  our  vulgar  Methodist  on  the  courtly  French  impostor ; 
and  this  defect  could  not  be  remedied  in  the  execution,  however 
spirited  or  forcible.  Mawworm  is  quite  a  local  and  rational 
character,  and  admirably  fitted  into  the  piece.]  ^  Love's  Last 
Shift'  appears  to  have  been  the  author's  favourite ;  and  he  re^ 
ceived  the  compliments  of  Sir  John  Vanbrugh  and  old  Mr. 
Southern  upon  it — ^the  latter  said  to  him : — ^^  Young  man,  your 
play  is  a  good  one ;  and  it  will  succeed,  if  you  do  not  spoil  it  by 
your  acting."  His  plays  did  not  always  take  equally.  It  is 
ludicrous  to  hear  him  complaining  of  the  ill  success  of  one  of 
them,  '  Love  in  a  Riddle,'  a  pastoral  comedy, ''  of  a  nice  morali- 
ty" and  well  spoken  sentiments,  which  he  wrote  in  opposition 
to  the  ^  Beggars^  Opera,'  at  the  time  when  its  worthless  and  vul* 
gar  rival  was  carrying  everything  triumphantly  before  it  Gibber 
brings  this,  with  much  pathetic  naivete^  as  an  instance  of  the 
lamratable  want  of  taste  in  the  town ! 

The  <  Suspicious  Husband'  by  Hoadley,  the  ^  Jealous^Wife' 
by  Colman,  and  the  ^  Clandestine  Marriage'  by  Colman  and 
Garrick,  are  excellent  plays  of  the  middle  style  of  comedy, 
which  are  formed  rather  by  judgment  and  selection  than  by 
any  original  vein  of  genius ;  and  have  all  the  parts  of  a  good 
comedy  in  degree,  without  having  any  one  prominent,  or  to  ex- 
cess. The  character  of  Ranger,  in  the  ^  Suspicious  Husband,' 
is  only  a  variation  of  those  of  Farquhar,  of  the  same  class  as  his 
Sir  Harry  Wildair  and  others,  without  equal  spirit  The  <  Jeal- 
ous Wife'  herself  is,  however,  a  dramatic  chrf-d^tguvre,  and 
worthy  of  being  acted  as  often,  and  better  than  it  is.  [Colman, 
die  elder,  was  the  translator  of  Terence:  and  the  'Jealous 
Wife'  is  a  classical  play.  The  plot  is  regular,  the  characters 
well  supp<Nrted,  and  the  moral  the  best  in  the  world.    The  dia« 
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logue  has  more  sense  than  wit.  The  ludicrous  arises  from  the* 
skilful  developement  of  the  characters,  and  the  absurdities  they 
commit  in  their  own  persons,  rather  than  from  the  smart  reflec- 
tions which  are  made  upon  them  by  others.  Thus  nothing  can 
be  more  ridiculous  or  more  instructive  than  the  scenes  of  which 
Mrs.  Oakly  is  the  heroine,  yet  they  are  all  serious  and  uncon- 
scious :  she  exposes  herself  to  our  contempt  and  ridicule  by  the 
part  she  acts,  by  the  airs  she  gives  herself,  and  her  fantastic  be- 
haviour in  the  situations  in  which  she  is  placed.  In  odi^r 
words,  the  character  is  pure  comedy,  not  satire.  Congreve's 
comedies  for  the  most  part  are  satires,  in  which,  from  an  exu- 
berance of  wit,  the  different  speakers  play  ofl*  their  sharp-pointed 
raillery  on  one  another's  foibles,  real  or  supposed.  The  best 
and  most  genuine  kind  of  comedy,  because  the  most  dramatic, 
is  that  of  character  or  humour,  in  which  the  persons  introduced 
upon  the  stage  are  left  to  betray  their  own  folly  by  their  words 
and  actions.  The  progressive  winding  up  of  the  story  of  the 
present  comedy  is  excellently  managed.  The  jealousy  and- 
hysteric  violence  of  Mrs.  Oakly  increase  every  moment,  as  the 
pretext  for  them  becomes  more  and  more  frivolous.  The  atten- 
tion is  kept  alive  by  our  doubts  about  Oakly*s  wavering  (but  in 
the  end  triumphant)  firmness ;  and  the  arch  insinuations  and 
well-concerted  home-thrusts  of  the  Major  heighten  the  comic  in- 
terest of  the  scene.  There  is  only  one  circumstance  on  which 
this  veteran  bachelor's  freedom  of  speech  might  have  thrown  a 
little  more  lig^t,  namely,  that  the  married  lady's  jealousy  is  in 
truth  only  a  pretence  for  the  exercise  of  her  domineering  spirit 
in  general ;  so  that  we  are.  left  at  last  in  some  uncertainty  as  to 
the  turn  which  this  humour  may  take,  and  as  to  the  future  re- 
pose of  her  husband,  though  the  afllair  of  Miss  Russet  is  satisfac- 
torily cleared  up.  The  under-plot  of  the  two  lovers  is  very 
ingeniously  fitted  into  the  principal  one,  and  is  not  without  in- 
terest in  itself.  Charles  Oakly  is  a  spirited,  well-meaning, 
thoughtless  young  fellow,  and  Harriet  Russet  is  an  amiable  ro- 
mantic girl,  in  that  very  common,  but  always  romantic  situa- 
tion— ^in  love.  Her  persecution  from  the  addresses  of  Lord 
Trinket  and  Sir  Harry  Beagle  &ns  the  gentle  flame  which  had 
been  kindled  just  a  year  before  in  her  breast,  produces'the  ad- 
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ventures  and  cross-purposes  of  the  plot,  and  at  last  reconciles 
her  to,  and  throws  her  into  the  arms  of  her  lover,  in  spite  of  her 
resentment  for  his  misconduct  and  apparent  want  of  delicacy. 
The  figure  which  Lord  Trinket  and  Lady  Freelove  make  in 
the  piece  is  as  odious  and  contemptible  as  it  is  possible  for  people 
in  that  class  of  life  (and  for  no  others)  to  make.  The  insolence, 
the  meanness,  the  affectation,  the  hollowness,  the  want  of  hu- 
manity, sincerity,  principle,  and  delicacy,  are  such  as  can  only 
be  found  where  artificial  rank  and  station  in  society  supersede 
not  merely  a  regard  to  propriety  of  conduct,  but  the  necessity 
even  of  an  attention  to  appearances.  The  morality  of  the  stage 
has  (we  are  ready  to  hope)  told  in  that  direction  as  well  as 
others,  has,  in  some  measure,  suppressed  the  suffocating  preten* 
sions  and  flaunting  affectation  of  vice  and  folly  in  '^  persons  of 
honour,"  and,  as  it  were,  humanized  rank  and  title.  The  pic- 
tures drawn  of  the  finished  depravity  of  such  characters  in  high 
hfe,  in  the  old  comedies  and  novels,  can  hardly  have  been 
thrown  away  upon  the  persons  themselves,  any  more  than  upon 
the  world  at  large.  Little  Terence  O'Cutler,  the  delicious 
protege  of  Lord  Trinket  and  Lady  Freelove,  is  a  fit  instrument 
for  them  to  use,  and  follows  in  the  train  of  such  principals  as 
naturally  and  assuredly  as  their  shadow.  Sir  Harry  Beagle  is 
a  coarse,  but  striking  character  of  a  thorough-bred  fox-hunting 
country  squire.  He  has  but  one  idea  in  his  head,  but  one  sen- 
timent in  his  heart — and  that  is  his  stud.  This  idea  haunts  his 
imagination,  tinges  or  imbues  every  other  object,  and  accounts 
for  his  whole  phraseology,  appearance,  costume,  and  conduct 
Sir  Harry's  ruling  passion  is  varied  very  ingeniously,  and  often 
turned  to  a  very  ludicrous  account.  There  is  a  necessary 
monotony  in  the  humour,  which  arises  from  a  want  of  more 
than  one  idea,  but  the  obviousness  of  the  jest  almost  makes  up 
for  the  recurrence  of  it ;  if  the  means  of  exciting  mirth  are  me- 
chanical, the  effect  is  sure  ;  and  to  say  that  a  hearty  laugh  is 
cheaply  purchased,  is  not  a  serious  objection  against  it  When 
an  author  is  terribly  conscious  of  plagiarism,  he  seldom  con- 
fesses it ;  when  the  obligation  does  not  press  his  conscience,  he 
sometimes  does.  Colman,  in  the  advertisement  to  the  first  edi- 
tion of  the  <  Jealous  Wife,'  apologises  for  the  freedom  which  he 
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has  used  in  borrowing  from  'Tom  Jones.'  In  reading  this 
modest  excuse,  though  we  had  seen  the  play  seyeral  times,  we 
could  not  imagine  what  part  of  the  plot  was  taken  irom  Field- 
ing. We  did  not  suspect  that  Miss  Russet  was  Sophia  Western, 
and  that  old  Russet  and  Sir  Harry  Beagle  between  them  some- 
how represented  Squire  Western  and  young  Blifil.  But  so  it 
is)  The  outline  of  the  plot  and  some  of  the  characters  are  cer- 
tainly the  same,  but  the  filling  up  destroys  the  likeness.  There 
is  all  in  the  noyel  that  there  is  in  the  play,  but  there  is  so  much 
in  the  novel  that  is  not  in  the  pky,  that  the  total  impression  is 
quite  different,  and  loses  even  an  appearance  <^  resemblance. 
In  the  same  manner,  though  a  profile  or  a  shade  of  a  face  is  ex- 
actly the  same  as  the  original,  we  with  difficulty  recognize  it 
from  the  absence  of  so  many  other  particulars.  Colman  might 
have  kept  his  own  secret,  and  no  one  would  have  been  the 
wiser  for  it.] 

The  '  Clandestine  Marriage'  is  nearly  without  a  fault ;  and 
has  some  lighter  theatrical  graces,  which  I  suspect  Garrick  threw 
into  it.  Canton  is,  I  should  think,  his,  though  this  classification 
of  him  among  the  ornamental  parts  of  the  play  may  seem  whim- 
sical. Grarrick's  genius  does  not  appear  to  have  been  equal  to 
the  construction  of  a  solid  drama ;  but  he  could  retouch  and  em- 
bellish with  great  gaiety  and  knowledge  of  the  technicalities  of 
his  art  Garrick  not  only  produced  joint-pieces  and  after-pieces, 
but  often  set  off  the  plays  of  his  friends  and  contemporaries  with 
the  garnish,  the  sauce  piqnanty  of  prologues  and  epilogues,  at 
which  he  had  an  admirable  knack. — The  elder  Coknan's  trans- 
lation of  '  Terei»:e,'  I  may  here  add,  has  always  been  consid- 
ered, by  good  judges,  as  an  equal  proof  of  the  author's  know- 
ledge of  the  Latin  language,  and  taste  in  his  own. 

Bickerstafif's  plays  and  comic  operas  are  continually  acted ; 
they  come  under  the  class  of  mediocrity,  generally  speaking. 
Their  popularity  seems  to  be  chiefly  owing  to  the  unaffected 
ease  and  want  of  pfet^dsion  with  which  they  are  written,  with 
a  certain  humorous  Ttaivete  in  the  lower  characters,  and  an  ex- 
quisite adaptation  of  the  music  to  the  songs.  His  ^  Love  in  a 
Village'  is  one  of  the  most  delightful  comic  operas  on  the  stage. 
It  is  truly  pastoral  i  and  the  sense  of  music  hovers  over  the  very 
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scene  like  the  breath,  of  morning.  In  his  alteration  of  the  '  Tar- 
tuffe'  he  has  spoiled  the  ^Hypocrite,'  but  he  has  added  Maw- 
worm. 

Mrs.  Cowley^s  comedies  of  the  *  Belle's  Stratagem,'  *  Who's 
the  Dupe,'  and  others,  are  of  the  second  or  third  class ;  they  are 
rather  refacdmenios  of  the  characters,  incidents  and  materials  of 
former  writers,  got  up  with  considerable  liveliness  and  ingenuity, 
*than  original  compositions,  with  marked  qualities  of  their  own. 
;  Goldsmith's  ^  Grood-natured  Man '  is  inferior  to  ^  She  Stoops  to 
Coiiquer  ^'  and  even  this  last  play,  with  all  its  shifting  vivacity, 
is  rather  a  sportive  and  whimsical  effusion  of  the  author's  fancy, 
a  delightful  and  delicately  managed  caricature,  than  a  genuine 
comedy.  [It,  however,  bears  the  stamp  of  the  author's  genius, 
which  was  an  undefinable  mixture  of  the  original  and  imitative. 
His  plot,  characters,  and  incidents  are  all  apparently  new ;  and 
yet,  when  you  come  to  look  into  them,  they  are  all  old^  with 
little  variation  or  disguise :  that  is,  the  author  sedulously  avoided 
the  beaten,  vulgar  path,  and  sought  for  singularityy  but  found  it 
rather  in  the  unhackneyed  and  eccentric  inventions  of  those  who 
had  gone  before  him,  than  in  his  own  stores.  The  '  Vicar  of 
Wakefield,'  which  abounds  more  than  any  of  his  works  in 
delightful  and  original  traits,  is  still  very  much  borrowed,  in  its 
general  tone  and  outline,  from  Fielding's  'Joseph  Andrews.' 
Again,  the  characters  and  adventures  of  Tony  Lumpkin,  and 
the  ridiculous  conduct  of  his  mother,  in  the  present  comedy,  are 
a  counterpart  (even  to  the  incident  of  the  theft  of  the  jewels)  of 
those  of  the  Widow  Blackacre,  and  her  booby  son  in  Wycher- 
ley's '  Plain  Dealer.' 

This  sort  of  plagimsm,  ythich  gives  us  a  repetition  of  new 
iihd  striking  pictures  of  human  life,  is  much  to  be  prefened 
lo  the  dull  routine  of  trite,  vapid,  every-day  common-places ;  but 
it  is  more  dangerous,  as  the  stealing  of  pictures  or  family  plate, 
where  the  property  can  be  immediately  identified,  is  more  liable 
to  detection  than  the  stealing  of  bank-notes,  or  the  current  coin 
of  the  realm.  Dr.  Johnson's  sarcasm  against  some  ;(vriter,  that 
"  his  singularity  was  not  his  iKxcellence,"  cannot  be  applied  to 
Goldsmith's  writings  in  general ;  but  we  are  not  sate  whetheir 
it  might  itot  in  severity  be  apjAied  to  <  8fae  Stoops  to  Coaqiier.' 
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The  incidents  and  characters  are  many  of  them  exceedingly- 
amusing  ;  but  they  are  so,  a  little  at  the  expense  of  probability 
and  bienseance.  Tony  Lumpkin  is  a  very  essential  and  unques- 
tionably comic  personage ;  but  certainly  his  absurdities  or  his 
humours  fail  of  none  of  their  eflbct  for  want  of  being  carried 
far  enough.  He  is  in  his  own  sex  what  a  hoyden  is  in  the 
other.  He  is  that  vulgar  nickname,  a  hohbetyrhoy^  dramatised ; 
forward  and  sheepish,  mischievous  and  idle,  cunning  and  stupid, 
with  the  vices  of  the  man  and  the  follies  of  the  boy ;  fond  of  low 
company,  and  giving  himself  all  the  airs  of  consequence  of  the 
young  squire.  His  vacant  delight  in  playing  at  cup  and  ball, 
and  his  impenetrable  confusion  and  obstinate  gravity  in  spelling 
the  letter,  drew  fresh  beauties  from  Mr.  Liston^s  face.  Young 
Marlow's  bashfulness  in  the  scenes  with  his  mistress  is,  when 
well  acted,  irresistibly  ludicrous ;  but  still  nothing  caji  quite 
overcome  our  incredulity  as  to  the  existence  of  such  a  character 
in  the  present  day,  and  in  the  rank  of  life,  and  with  the  educa- 
tion which  Marlow  is  supposed  to  have  had.  It  is  a  highly 
amusing  caricature,  a  ridiculous  fancy,  but  no  more.  One  of  the 
finest  and  most  delicate  touches  of  character  is  in  the  transition 
from  the  modest  gentleman's  manner  with  his  mistress,  to  the 
easy  and  agreeable  tone  of  familiarity  with  the  supposed  chamr 
ber-maid,  which  was  not  total  and  abrupt,  but  exactly  such  in 
kind  and  degree  as  such  a  character  of  natural  reserve  and  con- 
stitutional timidity  would  undergo  from  the  change  of  circumr 
stances.  Of  the  other  characters  in  the  piece,  the  most  amusing 
are  Tony  Lumpkin's  associates  at  the  Three  Pigeons ;  and  of 
these  we  profess  the  greatest  partiality  for  the  important  shoW" 
man  who  declares  that ''  his  bear  dances  to  none  but  the  gen- 
teelest  of  tunes,  *  Water  parted  firom  the  Sea,'  or  the  minuet  in 
*  Ariadne ! ' "  This  is  certainly  the  "  hjghrfantastical "  of  low 
comedy.] 

Murphy's  plays  of  'All in  the  Wrong'  and  'Know  Your 
Own  Mind,'  are  admirably  written ;  with  sense,  spirit,  and  con- 
ception of  pharacter,  but  without  any  great  effect  of  the  humor- 
ous, or  that  truth  of  feeling  which  distinguishes  the  boundary 
between  the  absurdities  of  natural  character  and  the  gratuitous 
fictions  of  the  poet's  pen.    The  heroes  of  these  two  plays,  Milla- 
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mour  and  Sir  Benjamin  Constant,  are  too  ridiculous  in  their 
caprices  to  be  tolerated,  except  in  farce ;  and  yet  their  follies 
are  so  flimsy,  so  motiveless,  and  fine-spun,  as  not  to  be  intelligi- 
ble, or  to  have  any  effect  in  their  only  proper  sphere.  Both  his 
principal  pieces  are  said  to  have  suffered  by  their'  similarity, 
first,  to  Colman's  '  Jealous  Wife,'  and  next  to  the  ^  School  for 
Scandal,'  though  in  both  cases  he  had  the  undoubted  priority. 
It  is  hard  that  the  fate  of  plagiarism  should  attend  upon  origin- 
ality ;  yet  it  is  clear  that  the  elements  of  the  <  School  for  Scan- 
dal' are  not  sparingly  scattered  in  Murphy's  comedy  of  'Know 
Your  Own  Mind,'  which  appeared  before  the  latter  play,  only 
to  be  eclipsed  by  it.     This  brings  me  to  speak  of  Sheridan. 

Mr.  Sheridan  has  been  justly  called  '^  a  dramatic  star  of  the 
first  magnitude ;"  and,  indeed,  among  the  comic  writers  of  the 
last  century  he  "  shines  like  Hesperus  among  the  lesser  lights." 
He  has  left  four  several  dramas  behind  him,  all  different  or  of 
different  kinds,  and  all  excellent  in  their  way  ;^-the  '  School  for 
Scandal,'  the  'Rivals,'  the  'Duenna,'  and  the  'Critic'  The 
attraction  of  this  last  piece  is,  however,  less  in  the  mock  tragedy 
rehearsed  than  in  the  dialogue  of  the  comic  scenes,  and  in  the 
character  of  Sir  Fretful  Plagiary,  which  is  supposed  to  have 
been  intended  for  Cumberland.  If  some  of  the  characters  in 
the  'School  for  Scandal'  were  contained  in  Murphy's  cqmedy 
of  ^  Know  Your  Own  Mind,'  (and  certainly  some  of  Dashwoud's 
detached  speeches  and  satirical  sketches  are  written  with  quite 
as  firm  and  masterly  a  hand  as  any  of  those  given  to  the 
members  of  the  scandalous  club,  Mrs.  Candour  or  Lady  Sneer- 
well,)  yet  they  were  buried  in  it  for  want  of  grouping  and  relief 
like  the  colours  of  a  wellrdrawn  picture  sunk  in  the  canvass. 
Sheridan  brought  them  out  and  exhibited  them  in  all  their  glory. 
If  that  gem,  the  character  of  Joseph  Surface,  was  Murphy's,  the 
splendid  and  more  valuable  setting  was  Sheridan's.  He  took 
Murphy's  Malvil  firom  his  lurking-place  in  the  closet,  and 
"dragged  the  struggling  monster  into  day"  upon  the  stage. 
That  is,  he  gave  interest,  life,  and  action,  or,  in  other  words,  its 
dramatic  being,  to  the  mere  conception  and  written  specimens 
of  a  character.  This  is  the  merit  of  Sheridan's  comedies,  that 
everything  in  them  tells— there  is  no  labour  in  vain.    His 
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comic  muse  does  not  go  about  prying  into  obscure  corners,  or 
collecting  idle  curiosities,  but  shows  her  laughing  face  and 
points  to  her  rich  treasure — the  follies  of  mankind.  She  is  gar- 
landed and  crowned  with  roses  and  vine-leaves.  Her  eyes 
qparkle  with  delight,  and  her  heart  runs  over  with  good-natured 
malice.  Her  step  is  firm  and  light,  and  her  ornaments  consum- 
mate! The  *  School  for  ScandaP  is,  if  not  the  most  original, 
perhaps  the  most  finished  and  faultless  comedy  which  we  have. 
When  it  is  acted  you  hear  people  all  around  you  exclaiming, 
"Surely' it  is  impossible  for  anything  to  be  cleverer."  The 
scene  in  which  Charles  sells  all  the  old  family  pictures  but  his 
uncle's,  who  is  the  purchaser  in  disguise,  and  that  of  the  discov- 
ery of  Lady  Teazje  when  the  screen  falls,  are  among  the  hap- 
piest and  most  highly  wrought  that  comedy,  in  its  wide  and 
brilliant  range,  can  boast.  Besides  the  wit  and  ingenuity  of 
this  play,  there  is  a  genial  spirit  of  frankness  and  generosity 
about  it  that  relieves  the  heart  as  well  as  clears  the  lungs.  It 
professes  a  faith  in  the  natural  goodness  as  well  as  habitual  de- 
pravity of  human  nature.  While  it  strips  off  the  mask  of  hy- 
pocrisy it  inspires  a  confidence  between  man  and  man.  As 
often  as  it  is  acted  it  must  serve  to  clear  the  air  of  that  low, 
creeping,  pestilent  fog  of  cant  and  mysticism,  which  threatens 
to  confound  every  native  impulse,  or  honest  conviction,  in  the 
nauseous  belief  of  a  perpetual  lie,  and  the  laudable  profession  of 
systematic  hypocrisy.  The  character  of  Lady  Teazle  is  not 
well  made  out  by  the  author,  nor  has  it  been  well  represented 
on  the  stage  since  the  time  of  Miss  Farren.  The  '  Rivals'  is  a 
play  of  even  more  action  and  incident,  but  of  less  wit  and  satire 
than  the  '  School  for  Scandal.'  It  is  as  good  as  a  novel  in  the 
reading,  and  has  the  broadest  and  most  palpable  effect  on  the 
stage.  If  Joseph  Surface  and  Charles  have  a  smack  of  Tom 
Jones  and  Blifil  in  their  moral  constitution,  Sir  Anthony  Abso- 
l«le  and  Mrs.  Malaprop  remind  us  of  honest  Matthew  Bramble 
and  his  sister  Tabitha  in  their  tempers  and  dialect  Acres  is  a 
distant  descendant  of  Sir  Andrew  Ague-cheek.  It  must  be  con- 
fessed of  this  author,  as  Falstaff  says  of  some  one,  that  '^  he  had 
damnable  iteration  in  him !  *'  [The  <  Rivals '  is  one  of  the  most 
agreeable  comedies  we  hare.    In  the  tlegance  mnd  brillmiKy 
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of  the  dialogue,  in  a  certain  animation  of  moral  sentiment,  and 
in  the  masterly  deTumement  of  the  fable,  the  '  School  for  Scandal' 
is  superior ;  but  the  ^  Rivals '  has  more  life  and  action  in  it,  and 
abounds  in  a  greater  number  of  whimsical  characters,  unexpect- 
ed incidents,  and  absurd  contrasts  of  situation.  The  effect  of 
the  'School  for  Scandal'  is  something  like  reading  a  collection 
of  epigrams,  that  of  the  '  Rivals'  is  .more  like  reading  a  novel 
In  the  first  you  are  always  at  the  toilette  or  in  the  drawing-room ; 
in  the  last  you  pass  into  the  open  air,  and  take  a  turn  in  King's 
Mead.  The  interest  is  kept  alive  in  the  one  play  by  smart  re- 
partees, in  the  other  by  startling  rencontres ;  in  the  one  we 
laugh  at  the  satirical  descriptions  of  the  speakers,  in  the  other 
the  situation  of  their  persons  on  the  stage  is  irresistibly  ludicrous. 
Thus  the  interviews  between  Lucy  and  Sir  Lucius  O'Trigger, 
between  Acres  and  his  friend  Jack,  who  is  at  once  his  confidant 
and  his  rival;  between  Mrs.  Malaprop  and  the  lover  of  her 
niece  as  Captain  Absolute,  and  between  that  young  lady  and 
the  same  person  as  the  pretended  Ensign  Beverley,  tell  from  the 
mere  dovMe  entendre  of  the  scene,  and  from  the  ignorance  of  the 
parties  of  one  another's  persons  and  designs.  There  is  no  source 
of  dramatic  effect  more  complete  than  this  species  of  practical 
satire,  (in  which  our  author  seems  to  have  been  an  adept,)  where 
one  character  in  the  piece  is  made  a  fool  of  and  turned  into  ridi- 
cule to  his  face,  by  the  very  persen  he  is  trying  to  overreach. 
There  i?  scarcely  a  more  delightful  play  than  the  '  Rivals ' 
when  it  is  well  acted,  or  one  that  goes  off  more  indifferently 
when  it  is  not.  The  humour  is  of  so  broad  and  farcical  a 
kind,  that  if  not  thoroughly  entered  into  and  carried  off  by  the 
tone  and  manner  of  the  performers  it  fails  of  effect  from  its 
obtrusiveness,  and  becomes  flat  from  eccentricity.  The  absurdir 
ties  brought  foward  are  of  that  artificial,  affected,  and  preposter- 
,  ous  description,  that  we  in  some  measure  require  to  have  the 
evidence  of  our  senses  to  see  the  persons  themselves  "jetting 
under  the  advanced  plumes  of  their  folly,"  before  we  can  entire- 
ly believe  in  their  existence,  or  derive  pleasure  from  their  ex- 
posure. If  the  extravagance  of  the  poet's  conception  is  not 
supported  by  the  downright  reality  of  the  representation,  cmr 
credulity  is  staggered  and  Mk  to  the  ground. 
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For  instance,  Acres  should  be  as  odd  a  compound  in  eztet- 
nal  appearance  as  he  is  of  the  author's  brain.  He  must  look 
like  a  very  notable  mixture  of  the  lively  coxcomb  and  the  blun- 
dering blockhead,  to  reconcile  us  to  his  continued  impertinence 
and  senseless  flippancy.  Acres  is  a  mere  conventional  charac- 
ter, a  gay,  fluttering  automaton,  constructed  upon  mechanical 
principles,  and  pushed,  as  it  were,  by  the  logic  of  wit  and  a 
strict  keeping  in  the  pursuit  of  the  ridiculous,  into  follies  and 
fopperies  which  his  natural  thoughtlessness  would  never  have 
dreamt  of.  Acres  does  not  say  or  do  what  such  a  half-witted 
young  gentleman  would  say  or  do  of  his  own  head,  but  what 
he  might  be  led  to  do  or  say  with  such  a  prompter  as  Sheridan 
at  his  elbow  to  tutor  him  in  absurdity — ^to  make  a  butt  of  him 
first,  and  laugh  at  him  afterwards.  Thus  his  presence  of  mind  in 
persisting  in  his  allegorical  swearing,  '^  Odds  triggers  and  flints,' 
in  the  duel  scene,  when  he  is  trembling  all  over  with  cowardice, 
is  quite  out  of  character,  but  it  keeps  up  the  preconcerted  jest. 
In  proportion,  therefore,  as  the  author  has  over-done  the  part,  it 
calls  for  a  greater  eflbrt  of  aiiii^al  spirits,  and  a  peculiar  apti- 
tude of  genius  in  the  actor  to  go  through  with  it,  to  humour 
the  extravagance,  and  to  seem  to  t^e  a  real  and  cordial  delight 
in  caricaturing  himself  Dodd  was  the  only  actor  we  remem- 
ber who  realized  this  ideal  combination  of  volatility  and  phlegm, 
of  slowness  of  understanding  with  levity  of  purpose,  of  va- 
cancy of  thought  and  vivacity  of  gesture.  Acres's  affected 
phrases  and  apish  manners  used  to  sit  upon  this  inimitable  actor 
with  the  same  sort  of  bumpkin  grace  and  Conscious  self-com- 
placency as  the  new  cut  of  his  clothes.  In  general,  this  charac- 
ter is  made  little  of  on  the  stage ;  and  when  left  to  shift  for 
itself,  seems  as  vapid  as  it  is  forced. 

Mrs.  Malaprop  is  another  portrait  of  the  same  over-charged 
description.  The  chief  drollery  of  this  extraordinary  person- 
age consists  in  her  unaccountable  and  systematic  misapplication 
of  hard  words.  How  she  should  know  the  words,  and  not 
their  meaning,  is  a  little  odd.  In  reading  the  play  we  are 
amused  with  such  a  series  of  ridiculous  blunders,  just  as  we  are 
with  a  series  of  puns  or  cross-readings.  But  to  keep  up  the 
&rce  upon  the  stage,  besides  ^  a  nice  derangement  of  epitaphs," 
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the  imagination  must  have  the  assistance  of  a  stately  array  of 
grave  pretensions,  and  a  most  formidable  establishment  of  counte- 
nance, with  all  the  vulgar  self-sufficiency  of  pride  and  igno- 
rance, before  it  can  give  full  credit  to  this  learned  tissue  of 
technical  absurdity. 

As  to  Miss  Lydia  Languish,  she  is  not  easily  done  to  the 
life.  She  is  a  delightful  compound  of  extravagance  and 
naivete.  She  is  fond  and  froward,  practical  and  chimerical,  hot 
and  cold  in  a  breath.  She  is  that  kind  of  fruit  which  drops 
into  the  tnouth  before  it  is  ripe.  She  must  hate  a  husband,  but 
she  will  hot  have  one  without  an  elopement.  This  young  lady 
is  at  an  age  and  of  a  disposition  to  throw  herself  into  the  arms 
of  the  first  handsome  young  fellow  she  meets ;  but  she  repents 
and  grows  sullen,  like  a  spoiled  child,  when  she  finds  that  no- 
body hinders  her.  She  should  have  all  the  physiognomical 
marks  of  a  true  boarding-school,  novel-reading  Miss  about  her, 
and  some  others  into  the  bargain.  Sir  Anthony^s  description 
hardly  comes  up  to  the  truth.  She  should  have  large,  rolling 
eyes;  pouting,  disdainful  lips;  a  pale,  clear  complexion;  an 
oval  chin,  an  arching  neck,  and  a  profusion  of  dark  ringlets 
falling  down  upon  it,  or  she  will  never  answer  to  our  ideas  of 
the  charming  sentimentsil  hoyden,  who  is  the  heroine  of  the 
play. 

Faulkland  is  a  tefined  study  of  a  very  common  disagreeable 
character,  actuated  by  an  unceasing  spirit  of  contradiction,  whe 
perversely  seizes  every  idle  pretext  for  making  himself  and  others 
miserable;  or  querulous  enthusiast,  determined  on  disappoint- 
ment, and  enamoured  with  suspicion;  He  is  without  excuse ; 
nor  is  it  without  some  difficulty  that  we  endure  his  self-torment- 
ing follies,  through  our  partiality  for  Julia,  the  amiable,  unre- 
sisting victim  of  his  gloomy  caprice. 

Sir  Anthony  Absolute  and  his  son  are  the  most  sterling  char- 
acters of  the  play.  The  tetchy,  positive,  impatient,  overbearing, 
but  warm  and  generous  character  of  the  one,  and  the  gallant, 
determined  spirit,  adroit  address,  and  dry  humour  of  the  other, 
are  admirably  set  off  against  each  other.  The  two  scenes  in 
which  they  contend  about  the  proposed  match,  in  the  first  of 
which  the  indignant  lover  is  as  choleric  and  rash  as  the  old 
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gentleman  is  furious  and  obstinate,  and  in  the  latter  of  wkidt 
the  son  afieots  such  a  cool  indifference  and  dutiful  submission  ta 
his  father,  from  haying  found  out  that  it  is  the  misttess  of  his 
« choice  whom  he  is  to  be  compelled  to  marry,  are  master-pieces 
both  of  wit,  humour,  and  character.  Sir  Anthony  Absolute  is 
an  evident  cppy  after  Smollett's  kind-hearted,  high-spirited  Mat- 
thew Bramble,  as  Mrs.  Malaprop  is  after  the  redoubted  linguist, 
Mrs.  Tabitha  Bramble ;  and,  indeed,  the  whole  tone,  as  well  as 
the  local  scenery  of  the  ^  Rivals,'  reminds  the  reader  of  '  Hum- 
phrey Clinker.'  Sheridan  had  a  right  to  borrow ;  and  he  made 
use  of  this  privilege,  not  sparingly,  both  in  this  and  in  his  other 
plays.  His  Acres,  as  well  in  the  general  character  as  in  parti- 
cular scenes,  is  a  maimered  imitation  of  Sir  Andrew  Ague-cheek. 

Fag,  Lucy,  and  Sir  Lucius  O' Trigger,  though  subordinate 
agents  in  the  plot  of  the  '  Rivals,'  are  not  the  less  amusing  on 
that  account  Fag  wears  his  master's  wit,  as  he  does  his  lace, 
at  second-hand ;  Lucy  is  an  edifying  specimen  of  simplicity  in 
a  chamber-maid,  and  Sir  Lucius  is  an  honest  ibrtune-hunting 
Hibernian,  who  means  well  to  himself,  and  no  harm  to  anybody 
else.  They  are  also  traditional  characters,  common  to  the  stage ; 
but  they  are  drawn  with  all  the  life  and  spirit  of  originals. 

This  appears,  indeed,  to  have  been  the  peculiar  forte  and  the 
great  praise  of  our  author's  genius,  that  he  could  imitate  with 
the  spirit  of  an  inventor.  There  is  hardly  a  character,  we  be- 
lieve, or  a  marked  situation  in  any  of  his  works,  of  which  there 
are  not  distinct  traces  to  be  found  in  his  predecessors.  But 
though  the  ground-work  and  texture  of  his  materials  was  little 
more  than  what  he  found  already  existing  in  the  models  of  ac- 
knowledged excellence,  yet  he  constantly  varied  or  improved 
upon  their  suggestions  with  masterly  skill  and  ingenuity.  He 
applied  what  he  thus  borrowed,  with  a  sparkling  effect  and  rare 
felicity,  to  different  circumstances,  and  adapted  it  with  peculiar 
elegance  to  the  prevailing  taste  of  the  age.  He  was  the  farthest 
possible  fiGra.  a  servile  plagiarist.  He  wrote  in  imitation  of  Con- 
greve,  Vanbrugh,  or  Wycherley,  as  those  persons  would  have 
written  in  continuation  of  themselves,  had  they  lived  at  the  same 
time  with  him.  There  is  no  excellence  of  former  writers  of 
which  he  has  not  availed  himself,  and  which  he  has  not  con* 
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*  Terted  to  his  own  purposes,  with  equal  spirit  and  success.  ^  He 
'had  great  acuteness  and  knowledge  of  the  world ;  kad  if  he  did 
not  create  his  own  characters,  he  compared' them  with  their  pro- 
totypes in  nature,  aoad  understood  their  bearings  and  qualities, ' 
before  he  undertook  to  make  a  different  use  of  them.  He  had 
wit,  fancy,  sentiment  -at  command,  enabling  hin»to  place  the 
thoughts  of  others  in  new  lights  of  his  owi\,  which  reflected  back 
an  added  lustre  on  the  originals:  whatever  he  touched,  he 
adorned  with  all  the  ease,  grace,  and  brilliancy  of  his  style. 
If-he  ranks  only  as  a  man  of  second-rate  genius,  .he  was  assured- 
ly a  man  of  first-rate  talents.  He  was  the  most  classical  and 
the  most  popular  dramatic  writer  of  his  age.     The  works  he  has 

.   leh  behind  him  will  remain  as  monuments  of  his  faipe,  for  the 
delight  and  instruction  of  posterity. 

Mr.  Sheridan  not  only  excelled  as  a  comic  writer,  but  was 
also  an  eminent  orator,  and  a  disinterested  patriot.  As  a  public 
speaker,  he  was  distinguished  by  acuteness  of  observation  and 
pointed  wit,  more  than  by  impassioned  eloquence,  or  powerful 
and  comprehensive  reasoning.  Considering  him  with  reference 
to  his  conversational  talents,  his  merits  as  a  comic  writer,  and  as 
a  political  character,  he  was  perhaps  the  most  accomplished 
person  of  his  time. 

"  Take  him  for  all  in  all, 
We  shall  not  look  upon  his  like  again."] 

The  'Duenna'  is  a  perfect  work  of  art.  It  has  the  utmost 
sweetness  and  point.  The  plot,  the  characters,  the  dialogue, 
are  all  complete  in  themselves,  and  they  are  all  his  own ;  and 
the  songs  are  the  best  that  ever  were  written,  except  those  in 
the  *  Beggars'  Opera.'  They  have  a  joyous  spirit  of  intoxica- 
tion in  them,  and  a  strain  of  the  most  melting  tenderness.  Com- 
)pare  the  softness  of  that  beginning, 

"  Had  I  heart  for  falsehood  firamed/' 

with  the  spirited  defiance  to  Fortune  in  the  lines, 


"  Half  thy  malice  youth  could  bear, 
And  the  rest  a  bumper  drown." 
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It  would  have  been  too  much  for  the  author  of  these  elegant 
and  classic  productions  not  to  thave  had  some  drawbacks  on.  his 
felicity  and  fame.  But  even  the  applause  of  nations  and  the 
favour  of  princes  cannot  always  be  enjoyed  with  impunity. 
Sheridan  was  not  only  an  excellent  dramatic  writer,  but  a  first- 
rate  parliamentary  speaker,  and  a  disinterested  patriot  His 
characteristics  as  an  orator  were  manly,  unperverted  good  sense, 
and  keen  irony.  Wit,  which  has  been  thought  a  two-edged 
weapon,  was  by  him  alwap  employed  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question — I  think,  on  the  right  one.  His  set  and  more  laboured 
speeches,  as  that  on  the  Begum's  affairs,  were  proportionably 
abortive  and  unimpressive ;  but  no  one  was  equal  to  him  in  re- 
plying, 01^  the  spur  of  the  moment,  to  pompous  absurdity,  and 
unravelling  the  web  of  flimsy  sophistry.  He  was  the  last  ac- 
complished debater  of  the  House  of  Commons.  His  character 
will,  however,  soon  be  drawn  by  one  who  has  all  the  ability, 
and  every  inclination  to  do  him  justice ;  who  knows  how  to  be- 
stow praise  and  to  deserve  it;  by  one  who  is  himself  an 
ornament  of  private  and  of  public  life ;  a  satirist,  beloved  by 
his  friends ;  a  wit  and  a  patriot  to  boot ;  a  poet,  and  an  honest 
man. 

Macklin's  ^  Man  of  the  World'  has  one  powerfully  written 
character,  that  of  Sir  Pertinax  Macsycophant,  but  it  required 
Cooke's  acting  to  make  it  thoroughly  efTectual. 

Mr.  Holcroft,  in  his  ^  Road  to  Ruin,'  set  the  example  of  that 
style  of  comedy,  in  which  the  slang  phrases  of  jockey-noblemen 
and  the  humours  of  the  four-in-hand  club  are  blended  with  the 
romantic  sentiments  of  distressed  damsels  and  philosophic  wait- 
ing-maids, and  in  which  he  has  been  imitated  by  the  most  suc- 
cessful of  our  living  writers,  unless  we  make  a  separate  class  for 
the  school  of  Cumberland,  who  was  almost  entirely  devoted  to 
the  comedie  larmoyaTtte^  and  who,  passing  from  the  light,  volatile 
spirit  of  his  *  West  Indian,'  to  the  mawkish  sensibility  of  the 
*  Wheel  of  Fortune,'  linked  the  Muse  of  English  comedy  to  the 
genius  of  German  tragedy,  where  she  has  since  remained,  like 
Christobel  fallen  asleep  in  the  Witch's  arms,  and  where  I  shall 
leave  her,  as  I  have  not  the  poet's  privilege  to  break  the  spelL 
[As  to  The  '  West  Indian'  it  is  a  play  that  from  the  time  of  its 
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first  appearing  has  continued  to  hold  possession  of  the  stage, 
with  just  enough  merit  to  keep  it  there,  and  no  striking  faults  to 
drive  it  thence.  It  is  above  mediocrity.  There  is  an  agreeable 
vein  of  good  humour  and  animal  spirits  running  through  it  that 
does  not  suffer  it  to  sink  into  downright  insipidity,  nor  ever  ex- 
cites any  very  high  degree  of  interest  or  delight.  Wit  there  is 
none,  and  hardly  an  attempt  at  humour,  except  in  tho  character 
of  Major  OTlaherty,  who  would  not  be  recognized  ais  a  genuine 
Irishman  but  by  virtue  of  his  representative  on  the  stage.  His 
blunders  and  conduct  are  not  such  as  would  pioceed  from  the 
good-natured  unthinking  impetuosity  of  such  a  person  as  O'Fla- 
herty  is  intended  to  be :  but  they  are  such  as  the  author  might 
sit  down  and  try  to  invent  for  him.  It  is  not  an  Irish  character, 
but  a  character  playing  the  Irishman;  not  a  hasty,  warm- 
hearted, hair-brained  fellow,  stumbling  on  mistakes  by  accident 
either  in  his  words  or  actions,  but  a  very  complaisant  gentleman, 
looking  out  for  them  by  design,  to  humour  the  opinion  which 
you  entertain  of  him,  and  who  is  to  make  himself  a  national 
butt  for  the  audience  to  laugh  at.  The  *  West  Indian*  himself 
(Belcour)  is  certainly  the  support  of  the  piece.  There  is  some- 
thing interesting  in  the  idea  of  seeing  a  young  fellow  of  high 
animal  spirits,  a  handsome  fortune,  and  considerable  generosity 
of  feeling,  launched  from  the  other  side  of  the  world  (with  the 
additional  impetus  that  the  distance  would  give  him)  to  run  the 
gauntlet  of  the  follies  and  vices  of  the  town,  to  fall  intp  scrapes 
only  to  get  out  of  them,  and  who  is  full  of  professions  of  attach- 
ment to  virtues  which  he  does  not  practise,  and  of  repentance  for 
offences  which  he  has  not  committed.  It  is  the  same  character 
as  Charles  Surface  in  the  'School  for  Scandal'  with  an  infusion 
of  the  romantic  from  his  transatlantic  origin,  and  an  additional 
excuse  for  his  extravagances  in  the  tropical  temperature  of  his 
blood. 

The  language  of  this  play  is  elegant  but  common-place :  the 
speakers  seem  in  general  more  intent  on  adjusting  their  periods 
than  on  settling  their  affairs.  The  sentiments  aspire  to  liberali- 
ty. They  are  amiably  mawkish,  and  as  often  as  they  incline  to 
paradox,  have  a  rajHd  sort  of  petulance  about  them,  which  ex- 
cites neither  our  sympathy  nor  our  esteem.     The  plot  is  a  good 
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plot  It  is  well  laid,  decently  distribated  tfarongfa  the  course  of 
fire  acts,  and  wonnd  np  at  last  to  its  final  catastrophe  in  a  single 
sentence.] 

lliere  are  two  odier  writeis  whom  I  have  omitted  to  mention, 
but  not  forgotten :  they  are  our  two  immortal  farce-writers,  the 
authors  of  the  ' Mayor  of  Giarratt*  and  the  'Agreeable  Surprise.' 
If  Foote  has  been  called  our  English  Aristophanes,  O'Keefe 
might  well  be  called  our  English  Moliere.  The  scale  of  the 
modem  writer  was  smaller,  but  the  spirit  is  the  same.  In  light, 
careless  laughtA,  and  pleasant  exaggerations  of  the  humorous, 
we  hare  had  no  one  equal  to  hint  There  is  no  labour  or  con- 
trivance  in  his  scenes,  but  the  drollery  of  his  subject  seems  to 
strike  irresistibly  upon  his  &ncy,  and  run  away  with  his  discre- 
tion as  it  does  with  ours.  His  'Cowslip'  and  '  lingo' are 
'Touchstone'  and  '  Audry'  revived.  He  is  himself  a  modem 
antique.  His  fancy  has  all  the  quaintness  and  extravagance  of 
the  old  writers,  with  the  ease  and  lightness  which  the  modems 
arrogate  to  themselves.  All  his  pieces  are  delightful,  but  the 
'Agreeable  Surprise'  is  the  most  sa  There  are  in  this  some 
of  the  most  irresistible  double  enUndres,  the  most  felicitous  blun- 
ders in  situation  and  character,  that  can  be  conceived ;  and  in 
Lingo's  superb  replication,  ''A  scholar!  I  was  a  master  of  scho- 
lars," he  has  hit  the  height  of  the  ridiculous.  Foote  had  more 
dry,  sarcastic  humour,  and  more  knowledge  of  the  world.  His 
forces  are  bitter  satires,  more  or  less  personal,  as  it  happened. 
Mother  Cole,  in  the  '  Minor,'  and  Mr.  Smirk  the  Auctioneer,  in 
'Taste,'  with  their  coadjutors,  are  rich  cut-and-come-again, 
"pleasant,  though  wrong."  But  the  'Mayor  of  Garratt'  is  his 
ffuignum  opus  in  this  line.  Some  comedies  are  long  farces :  this 
farce  is  a  comedy  in  little.  It  is  also  one  of  the  best  acted  farces 
tfiat  we  have.  The  acting  of  Dowton  and  Russell,  in  Major 
Sturgeon  and  Jerry  Sneak,  cannot  be  too  much  praised ;  Foote 
himself  would  have  been  satisfied  with  it  The  stmt,  the  blus- 
ter, the  hollow  swaggering,  and  turkey-cock  swell  of  the  Ma- 
jor; and  Jerry's  meekness,  meanness,  folly,  good-nature,  and 
hen-pecked  air,  are  assuredly  done  to  the  life.  The  latter  char- 
acter is  even  better  than  the  former,  which  is  saying  a  bold 
word.     Dowton's  art  is  only  an  imitation  of  art,  of  an  affected 
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or  an  assumed  character ;  but  in  Russell's  Jerry  you  s6e  the 
very  soul  of  nature,  in  a  fellow  that  is  ^' pigeon-livered  and 
lacks  gall,"  laid  open  and  anatomized.  You  can  see  that  his 
heart  is  no  bigger  than  a  pin,  and  his  head  is  as  soft  as  a  pip- 
pin. His  whole  aspect  is  chilled  and  frightened,  as  if  he  had 
been  dipped  in  a  pond ;  and  yet  he  looks  as  if  he  would  like  to 
be  snug  and  comfortable  if  he  durst.  He  smiles  as  if  he  would 
be  friends  with  you  upon  any  terms,  and  the  tears  come  in  his 
eyes  because  you  will  not  let  him.  The  tones  of  his  voice  are 
prophetic  as  the  cuckoo's  under-song.  His  words  are  made  of 
water-gruel.  The  scene  in  which  he  tries  to  make  a  confidant 
of  the  Major  is  great;  and  his  song  of  < Robinson  Crusoe'  as 
melancholy  as  the  island  itself.  The  reconciliation-scene  with 
his  wife,  and  his  exclamation  over  her,  "  to  think  that  I  should 
make  my  Molly  veep!"  are  pathetic,  if  the  last  stage  of  human 
infirmity  is  so.  This  farce  appears  to  me  to  be  both  moral  and 
entertaining ;  yet  it  does  not  take.  It  is  considered  as  an  un- 
just satire  on  the  city,  and  the  country  at  large ;  and  there  is  a 
very  frequent  repetition  of  the  word  "  nonsense  "  in  the  house, 
during  the  performance.  Mr.  Dowton  was  even  hissed,  either 
from  the  upper  boxes  or  gallery,  in  his  speech  recounting  the 
marching  of  his  corps  '^  from  Brentford  to  Ealing,  and  from 
Ealing  to  Acton ;"  and  several  persons  in  the  pit,  who  thought 
the  whole  lowy  were  for  going  out.  This  shows  well  for  the 
progress  of  civilization.  I  suppose  the  manners  described  in 
the  *  Mayor  of  Garratt '  have,  in  the  last  forty  years,  become 
obsolete,  and  the  characters  ideal :  we  have  no  longer  either 
hen-pecked  or  brutal  husbands,  or  domineering  wives ;  the  Miss 
Molly  Jollops  no  longer  wed  Jerry  Sneaks,  or  admire  the  brave 
Major  Sturgeons  on  the  other  side  of  Temple  bar;  all  our 
soldiers  have  become  heroes,  and  our  magistrates  respectable, 
and  the  &rce  of  life  is  over. 

One  more  name,  and  I  have  done.  It  is  that  of  Peter  Pin- 
dar. The  historian  of  *  Sir  Joseph  Banks'  and  the  '  Emperor* 
of  Morocco,'  of  the  *  Pilgrims  and  the  Peas,'  of  the  *  Royal 
Academy,'  and  of  *  Mr.  Whitbread's  brewing-vat,'  the  bard  in 
whom  the  nation  and  the  king  delighted,  is  old  and  blind,  but 
still  merry  and  wise; — ^remembering  how  he  has  made  the 
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world  laugh  in  his  time,  and  not  repenting  of  the  mirth  he  has 
given ;  with  an  inyoluntary  smile  lighted  up  at  the  mad  pranks 
of  his  muse,  and  the  lucky  hits  of  his  pen-^^  faint  picture  of 
those-  flashes  of  his  spirit,  that  were  wont  to  set  the  table  in  a 
roar ;"  like  his  own  expiring  taper,  bright  and  fitful  to  the  last ; 
tagging  a  rh3rme  or  conning  his  own  epitaph  ]  and  waiting  for 
the  last  summons,  grateful  and  contented  1 

I  have  thus  gone  through  the  history  of  that  part  of  our  litera- 
ture which  I  had  proposed  to  myself  to  treat  of  I  have  only  to 
add,  by  way  of  explanation,  that  in  some  few  parts  I  had  antici- 
pated myself  in  fugitive  or  periodical  publications;  and  I 
thought  it  better  to  repeat  what  I  had  already  stated  to  the  best 
of  my  ability,  than  alter  it  for  the  worse.  These  parts  bear, 
however,  a  very  small  proportion  to  the  whole ;  and  I  have 
used  such  diligence  and  care  as  I  could,  in  adding  to  them  what- 
ever appeared  necessary  to  complete  the  general  view  of  the 
subject,  or  make  it  (as  far  as  lay  in  my  power)  interesting  tp 
othera 


THE  END, 
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LECTURE  L— INTRODUCTORY. 

ON  POETRY  m  GENERAL. 

The  best  general  notion  which  I  can  give  of  poetry  is  that  it  is 
the  natural  impression  of  any  object  or  event,  by  its  vividness 
exciting  an  involuntary  movement  of  imagination  and  passion, 
and  producing,  by  sympathy,  a  certain  modulation  of  the  voice, 
or  sounds,  expressing  it 

In  treating  of  poetry,  I  shall  speak  first  of  the  subject-matter 
of  it,  next  of  the  fotms  of  expression  to  which  it  gives  birth,  and 
afterwards  of  its  (Connection  with  harmony  of  sound. 

Poetry  is  the  laiiguage  of  the  imagination  and  the  passions. 
It  relates  to  whatever  gives  immediate  pleasure  or  pain  to  the 
human  mind.  It  comes  home  to  the  bosoms  and  businesses  of 
men ;  for  nothing  but  what  so  comes  home  to  them  in  the  most 
general  and  intelligible  shape  can  be  a  subject  for  poetry. 
Poetry  is  the  universal  language  which  the  heart  holds  with 
nature  and  itself.  He  Who  has  a  contempt  for  poetry  cannot 
have  much  respect  for  himself,  or  for  anything  else.  It  is  not  a 
mere  frivolous  accomplishthent  (as  some  persons  have  been  led 
to  imagine,)  the  trifling  amusement  of  a  few  idle  readers  or 
leisure  hours — ^it  has  been  the  study  and  delight  of  mankind  in 
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all  ages.  Many  people  suppose  that  poetry  is  something  to  be 
found  only  in  books,  contained  in  lines  of  ten  syllables,  with 
like  endings :  but  wherever  there  is  a  sense  of  beauty,  or  power, 
or  hannony,  as  in  the  motion  of  a  wave  of  the  sea,  in  the  growth 
of  a  flower,  that  "  spreads  its  sweet  leaves  to  the  air,  and  dedi- 
cates its  beauty  to  the  sun," — there  is  poetry,  in  its  birth.  If 
history  is  a  grave  study,  poetry  n^ay  be  said  to  be  a  graver :  its 
materials  lie  deeper,  and  are  spread  wider.  History  treats,  for 
the  most  part,  of  the  cumbrous  and  unwieldly  masses  of  things, 
the  empty  cases  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  world  are  packed, 
under  the  heads  of  intrigue  or  war,  in  different  states,  and  from 
century  to  century :  but  there  i^  nq  thought  or  feeling  that  can 
have  entered  into  the  mind  of  man,  which  he  would  be  eager  to 
communicate  to  others^  or  which  they  would  listen  to  with  de- 
light, that  is  not  a  fit  subject  for  poetry.  It  is  not  a  branch  of 
authorship :  it  is  "  the  stuff  of  which  our  life  i^  made."  The 
rest  is  "  mere  oblivion,"  a  dead  letter :  for  all  that  is  worth  re- 
membering in  life  is  tlie  poetry  of  it.  Fear  is  poetry,  hope  is 
poetry,  love  is  poetry,  hatred  is  poetry  j  contempt,  jealousy,  re- 
morse, admiration,  wonder,  pity,  despair,  or  madness,  are  i^U 
poetry.  Poetry  is  that  fine  particle  within  us  that  expands,  - 
rarefies,  refines,  raises  our  whole  being:  without  it  "  man's  life 
is  poor  as  beasts.' "  Man  is  a  po(3tical  animal :  and  those  of  us 
who  do  not  study  the  principles  of  poetry  act  upon  them  all  our 
lives,  like  Moliere's  Bourgeois  Qentilhommey  who  had  always 
spoken  prose  without  knowing  it  The  chijd  is  a  poet,  in  fipict, 
when  he  first  plays  at  hide-and-seek,  or  repeats  the  story  of 
Jack  the  Giant-killer ;  the  shepherd-boy  is  a  poet,  when  he  first 
crowns  his  mistress  with  a  garland  of  flowers  j  the  countryman, 
when  he  stops  to  look  at  the  rainbow  ;  the  city-apprentice,  when 
he  gazes  after  the  Lord-iyiayor's  show;  the  miser,  when  he 
hugs  his  gold ;  the  courtier,  who  builds  his  hopes  upon  a  smile  ; 
the  savage,  who  paints  his  idol  with  blood  ;  the  slave,  who  wor- 
ships a  tyrant,  or  the  tyrant,  vyho  fancies  himself  a  god ; — the 
vain,  the  ambitious,  the  proud,  the  choleric  man,  the  hero  and 
the  coward,  the  beggar  and  the  king,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the 
young  and  the  old,  all  live  in  a  world  of  their  own  making ; 
and  the  poet  does  no  more  than  describe  what  all  the  others 
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think  and  act  If  his  art  is  folly  and  madness,  it  is  folly  and, 
madness  at  second  hand.  "  There  is  warrant  for  it."  Poet; 
alone  have  not  <^  such  seething  brains,  such  shaping  fantasies, 
that  apprehend  more  than  cooler  reason"  can. 

"  The  lunatic,  the  lover,  and  the  poet, 
Aie  of  imagination  all  compact 
One  sees  more  devils  than  vast  hell  can  hold ; 
The  madman.    While  the  lover,  all  as  frantic, 
Sees  Helen's  beauty  in  a  brow  of  Egypt. 
The  poet's  eye,  in  a  fine  frenzy  rolling, 
Poth  glance  from  heav'n  to  earth,  from  earth  to  heav'n ; 
And,  as  imagination  bodies  forth 
The  forms  of  things  unknown,  the  poet's  pen 
Turns  them  to  shape,  and  gives  to  airy  nothing 
A  local  habitation  apd  a  name. 
Such  trickp  hath  strong  imagination." 

If  poetry  is  a  dream,  the  business  of  life  is  much  the  same. 
If  it  is  a  fiction,  njade  up  of  what  we  wish  things  to  be,  and 
fancy  that  they  are,  because  we  wish  them  so,  there  is  no  other 
por  better  reality.  Ariosto  has  described  the  loves  of  Angelica 
and  Medoro :  but  was  not  Medoro,  who  carved  the  name  of  his 
mistress  on  the  barks  of  trees,  93  much  enamoured  of  her  charms 
as  he  ?  Homer  has  celebrated  the  anger  of  Achilles :  but  was 
not  the  hero  as  mad  as  the  poet?  Plato  banished  the  poets 
from  his  Commonwealth,  lest  their  descriptions  of  the  natural 
man  should  spoil  his  mathematical  man,  who  was  to  be  without 
passions  and  a3(fections,  who  was  neither  to  laugh  nor  weep,  to 
feel  sorrow  nor  anger,  to  be  cast  down  nor  elated  by  anything. 
This  was  a  chimera,  however,  which  never  existed  but  in  the 
brain  of  the  inventor ;  and  Homer's  poetical  world  has  outlived 
Plato's  philosophical  Republic. 

Poetry  then  is  an  imitation  of  nature,  but  the  imagination  and 
the  passions  are  a  part  of  man's  nature.  We  shape  things  ac- 
cording to  our  wishes  and  fancies,  without  poetry ;  but  poetry  is 
the  most  emphatical  language  that  can  be  found  for  those  crea- 
tions of  the  mind  "  which  ecstasy  is  very  cunning  in."  Neither 
a  mere  description  of  natural  objects,  nor  a  mere  delineation  of 
natural  feelings,  however  distinct  or  forcible,  constitutes  the  ul- 
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tiliiate  end  and  aiih  of  poetry,  without  the  heightenings  of  the 
imagination.  The  hght  of  poetry  is  not  only  a  direct  but  also  a 
leiected  light,  that,  while  it  shews  us  the  object,  throws  a  spark- 
ling radiance  on  all  around  it :  the  flame  of  the  passions,  com- 
municated to  the  imagination,  reveals  to  us,  as  with  a  flash  of 
lightning,  the  inmost  recesses  of  thought,  and  penetrates  our 
whole  being.  Poetry  represents  forms  chiefly  as  they  s«ggest 
other  forms ;  feelings,  as  they  suggest  forms  or  other  feelings. 
Poetry  puts  a  spirit  of  life  and  motion  into  the  universe.  It 
describes  the  flowing,  not  the  fixed.  It  does  not  define  the 
limits  of  sense,  nor  analyze  the  distinctions  of  the  understanding, 
but  signifies  the  excess  of  the  imagination  beyond  the  actual  or 
ordinary  impression  of  any  object  or  feeling.  The  poetical  im- 
pression of  any  object  is  that  uneasy,  exquisite  sense  of  beauty 
or  power  that  cannot  be  contained  within  itself;  that  is  impa- 
tient of  all  limit ;  that  (as  flame  bends  to  flame)  strives  to  link 
itself  to  some  other  image  of  kindred  beauty  or  grandeur ;  to 
enshrine  itself,  as  it  were,  in  the  highest  forms  of  fancy,  and  to 
relieve  the  aching  sense  of  pleasure  by  expressing  it  in  the  bold- 
est manner,  and  by  the  most  striking  examples  of  the  same  quali- 
ty in  other  instances.  Poetry,  according  to  Lord  Bacon,  for  this 
reason,  "  has  something  divine  in  it,  because  it  raises  the  mind 
and  hurries  it  into  sublimity,  by  conforming  the  shows  of  things 
to  the  desires  of  the  soul,  instead  of  subjecting  the  soul  to  exter- 
nal things  as  reason  and  history  do."  It  is  strictly  the  language 
of  the  imagination ;  and  the  imagination  is  that  faculty  which  re- 
presents objects,  not  as  they  are  in  themselves,  but  as  they  are 
moulded,  by  other  thoughts  and  feelings,  into  an  infinite  variety 
of  shapes  and  combinations  of  power.  This  language  is  not  the 
less  true  to  nature  because  it  is  false  in  point  of  fact ;  but  so 
much  the  more  true  and  natural,  if  it  conveys  the  impression 
which  the  object  under  the  influence  of  passion  makes  on  the 
mind.  Let  an  object,  for  instance,  be  presented  to  the  senses  in 
a  state  of  agitation  or  fear — and  the  imagination  will  distort 
or  magnify  the  object,  and  convert  it  into  the  likeness  of  what- 
ever is  most  proper  to  encourage  the  fear.  "  Our  eyes  are  made 
the  fools"  of  our  other  faculties.  This  is  the  umversal  kw  of 
fte  unagination, 
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**  That  if  it  would  but  apprehend  aome  jdy, 
It  comprehenda  aome  bringer  of  that  joy : 
Or  in  the  night,  imagining  aome  fear, 
How  easy  is  each  buah  auppoa'd  a  bear !" 

When  lachimo  says  of  Imogen, 


•  The  flame  o'  th'  Uper 


Bows  toward  her,  and  would  under-peep  her  lids 
To  aee  the  encloaed  lighto  "— 

this  passionate  interpretation  of  the  motion  of  the  flame  to  accord 
with  the  speaker's  own  feelings  is  true  poetry.  The  loveri 
equally  with  the  poet,  speaks  of  the  auburn  tresses  of  his  mistress 
as  locks  of  shining  gold,  because  the  least  tinge  of  yellow  in  the 
hair  has,  from  novelty  and  a  sense  of  personal  beauty,  a  more  lus- 
trous effect  to  the  imagination  than  the  purest  gold.  We  compare 
a  man  of  gigantic  stature  to  a  tower :  not  that  he  is  anything  like 
so  large,  but  because  the  excess  of  his  size  beyond  what  we  are 
accustomed  to  expect,  or  the  usual  size  of  things  of  the  same 
class,  produces  by  contrast  a  greater  feeling  of  magnitude  and 
ponderous  strength  than  another  object  of  ten  times  the  same 
dimensionsL  The  intensity  of  the  feeling  makes  up  for  the  dis- 
proportion of  the  objects.  Things  are  equal  to  the  imagination, 
which  have  the  power  of  affecting  the  mind  with  an  equal  de^ 
gree  of  terror,  admiration,  delight,  or  love.  When  Lear  calls 
upon  the  heavens  to  avenge  his  cause,  '^  for  they  are  .old  like 
him,''  there  is  nothing  extravagant  or  impious  in  this  sublime 
identification  of  his  age  with  theirs ;  for  there  is  no  other  image 
which  could  do  justice  to  the  agonising  sense  of  his  wrongs  and 
his  despair  1 

Poetry  is  the  high-wrought  enthusiasm  of  fancy  and  feeling. 
As,  in  describing  natural  objects,  it  impregnates  sensible  impres- 
sions with  the  forms  of  fancy,  so  it  describes  the  feelings  of  plea- 
sure or  pain,  by  blending  them  with  the  strongest  movements 
of  passion,  and  the  most  striking  forms  of  nature.  Tragic  poetry, 
which  is  the  most  impassioned  species  of  it,  strives  to  carry  on 
the  feeling  to  the  utmost  point  of  sublimity  or  pathos,  by  all  the 
force  of  comparison  or  contrast ;  loses  the  sense  of  present  suffer- 
ing  in  the  imaginary  exaggeration  of  it ;  exhausts  the  terror  or 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


6  ON  POETRY  IN  GENERAL.  [lector*  i. 

pity  by  an  unlimited  indulgence  of  it ;  grapples  with  impossiWii- 
ties  in  its  desperate  impatience  of  restraint ;  throws  us  back  upon 
the  past,  forward  into  the  future ;  brings  every  moment  of  our 
being  or  object  of  nature  in  startling  review  before  us ;  and,  in 
the  rapid  whirl  of  events,  lifts  us  from  the  depths  of  woe  to  the 
highest  contemplations  on  human  life.  When  Lear  says,  of 
Edgar,  "  Nothing  but  his  unkind  daughters  could  have  brought 
him  to  this ;"  what  a  bewildered  amazement,  what  a  wrench  of 
the  imagination,  that  cannot  be  brought  to  conceive  of  any  other 
cause  of  misery  than  that  which  has  bowed  it  down,  and  absorbs  all 
other  sorrow  in  its  ownl  His  sorrow,  like  a  flood,  supplies  the 
sources  of  all  other  sorrow.  Again,  when  he  exclaims  in  the  mad 
scene,  "  The  little  dogs  and  all.  Tray,  Blanche,  and  Sweetheart, 
see,  they  bark  at  me  \"  it  is  passion  lending  occasion  to  imagination 
to  make  every  creature  in  league  against  him,  conjuring  up  in- 
gratitude and  insult  in  their  least  looked-for  and  most  galling 
shapes,  searching  every  thread  and  fibre  of  his  heart,  and  finding 
out  the  last  remaining  image  of  respect  or  attachment  in  the 
bottom  of  his  breast,  only  to  torture  and  kill  it  1  In  like  manner, 
the  "  So  I  am"  of  Cordelia  gushes  from  her  heart  like  a  torrent 
of  tears,  relieving  it  of  a  weight  of  love  and  of  supposed  ingrati- 
tude, which  had  pressed  upon  it  for  years.  What  a  fine  return 
of  the  passion  upon  itself  is  that  in  Othello — ^with  what  a  mingled 
agony  of  regret  and  despair  he  clings  to  the  last  traces  of  depart- 
ed happiness — ^when  he  exclaims, 

"  Oh  now,  for  ever 

Farewell  the  tranquil  mind.    Farewell  content ; 
Farewell  the  plumed  troops  and  the  big  war, 
That  make  ambition  virtue !  Oh  farewell ! 
Farewell  the  neighing  steed,  and  the  shrill  trump, 
The  spirit-stirring  drum,  th'  ear-piercing  fife, 
The  royal  banner,  and  all  quality, 
Pride,  pomp,  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war : 
And  O,  you  mortal  engines,  whose  rude  throats 
Th'  immortal  Jove's  dre-ad  clamours  counterfeit, 
Farewell !  Othello's  occupation's  gone !" 

How  his  passion  lashes  itself  up  and  swells  and  rages  like  a  tide 
in  its  sounding  course,  when,  in  answer  to  the  doubts  expressed 
of  his  returning  love,  he  says, 
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"  Never,  lago.    Like  to  the  Pontic  eea, 
Whose  icy  current  and  compulsive  course 
Ne'er  feels  retiring  ebb,  but  keeps  due  on 
To  the  Propontic  and  the  Hellespont :  ' 

Even  so  my  bloody  thoughts,  with  violent  pace, 
Shall  ne'er  look  back,  ne'er  ebb  to  humble  love^ 
Till  that  a  capable  and  wide  revenge 
Swallow  them  up."— 

The  climax  of  his  expostulation  afterwards  with  Desdemona  is 
at  that  line, 

"  But  there,  where  I  had  gamer'd  up  my  heart, 
To  be  discarded  thence !" 

One  mode  in  which  the  dramatic  exhibition  of  p&ssion  excites 
our  sympathy  without  raising  our  disgust  is  that,  in  proportion 
as  it  sharpens  the  edge  of  calamity  arid  disappointment,  it 
strengthens  the  desire  of  good.  It  enhances  our  consciousness 
of  the  blessing,  by  making  us  sensible  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
loss.  The  storm  of  passion  lays  bare  and  shews  us  the  rich 
depths  of  the  human  soul :  the  whole  of  our  existence,  the  sura 
total  of  our  passions  arid  pursuits,  of  that  which  we  desire,  and 
that  which  we  dread,  is  brought  before  us  by  contrast ;  the  ac- 
tion and  re-action  are  equal;  the  keenness  of  immediate  suffering 
only  gives  us  a  more  intense  aspiration  after,  and  a  more  inti- 
mate participation  with,  the  antagonist  world  of  good ;  makes 
us  drink  deeper  of  the  cup  of  human  life ;  tugs  at  the  heart- 
strings; loosens  the  pressure  about  them;  and  calls  the  springs 
of  thought  and  feeling  into  play  with  tenfold  force. 

Impassioned  poetry  is  an  emanation  of  the  moral  and  intel- 
lectual part  of  our  nature,  as  well  as  of  the  sensitive — of  the 
desire  to  know,  the  will  to  act,  and  the  power  to  feel ;  and  ought 
to  appeal  to  these  different  parts  of  our  constitution,  in  order  to 
be  perfect.  The  domestic  or  prose  tragedy,  which  is  thought  to 
be  the  most  natural,  is  in  this  sense  the  least  so,  because  it  ap- 
peals almost  exclusively  to  one  of  these  faculties,  our  sensibility. 
The  tragedies  of  Moore  and  Lillo,  for  this  reason,  however  affect- 
ing at  the  time,  oppress  and  lie  like  a  dead  weight  upon  the 
mind,  a  load  of  misery  which  it  is  imable  to  throw  off:  the  tra- 
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gedy  of  Shakspeare,  which  is  trae  poetry,  stirs  our  inmost  affec- 
tions ;  abstracts  evil  from  itself  by  combining  it  ivith  all  the 
forms  of  imagination,  and  with  the  deepest  workings  of  the  heart, 
and  rouses  the  whole  man  within  us. 

The  pleasure,  however,  derived  from  tragic  poetry  is  not  any- 
thing peculiar  to  it  as  poetry,  as  a  fictitious  and  fanciful  thing. 
It  is  not  an  anomaly  of  the  imagination.  It  has  its  source  and 
ground-work  in  the  common  love  of  strong  excitement.  As  Mr. 
Burke  observes,  people  flock  to  see  a  tragedy ;  but,  if  there  were 
a  public  execution  in  the  next  streetj'the  theatre  would  very  soon 
be  empty.  It  is  not  then  the  difference  between  fiction  and  real- 
ity that  splves  the  difficulty.  Children  are  satisfied  with  the 
stories  of  ghosts  and  witches  in  plain  prose :  nor  do  the  hawkers 
of  full,  true,  and  particular  accounts  of  murders  and  executions 
about  the  streets  find  it  necessary  to  have  them  turned  into  penny 
ballads,  before  they  can  dispose  of  these  interesting  and  authen- 
tic documents.  The  grave  politician  drives  a  thriving  trade  of 
abuse  and  calumnies  poured  out  against  those  whom  he  makes 
his  enemies  for  no  other  end  than  that  he  may  live  by  them. 
The  popular  preacher  makes  less  frequent  mention  of  heaven 
than  of  hell.  Oaths  and  nicknames  are  only  a  more  vulgar  sort 
of  poetry  or  rhetoric.  We  are  as  fond  of  indulging  our  violent 
passions  as  of  reading  a  description  of  those  of  others.  We  are 
as  prone  to  make  a  torment  of  our  fears  as  to  luxuriate  in  our 
hopes  of  good.  If  it  be  asked.  Why  we  do  so  ?  the  best  answer 
will  be.  Because  we  cannot  help  it.  The  sense  of  power  is  as 
strong  a  principle  in  the  mind  as  the  love  of  pleasure.  Objects 
of  terror  and  pity  exercise  the  same  despotic  control  over  it  as 
those  of  love  or  beauty.  It  is  as  natural  to  hate  as  to  love,  to  de^ 
spise  as  to  admire,  to  express  our  hatred  or  contempt,  as  oux  love 
or  admiration. 

"  Masterless  passion  sways  ns  to  the  mood 
Of  what  it  likes  or  loathes.'' 

Not  that  we  like  what  we  loathe ;  but  we  like  to  indulge  our 
hatred  and  scorn  of  it ;  to  dwell  upon  it,  to  exasperate  our  idea 
of  it  by  every  refinement  of  ingenuity  and  extravagance  of  illus- 
tration ]  to  make  it  a  bugbear  to  ourselves,  to  point  it  out  to  oth- 
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ers  in  all  the  splendour  of  deformity,  to  embody  it  to  the  senses, 
to  stigmatise  it  by  name,  to  grapple  with  it  in  thought,  in  action, 
to  sharpen  our  intellect,  to  arm  our  will  against  it,  to  know  the 
worst  we  have  to  contend  with,  and  to  contend  with  it  to  the  ut- 
most. Poetry  is  only  the  highest  eloquence  of  passion,  the  most 
vivid  form  of  expression  that  can  be  given  to  our  conception  of 
any  thing,  whether  pleasurable  or  painful,  mean  or  dignified, 
delightful  or  distressing.  It  is  the  perfect  coincidence  of  the  im- 
age and  the  words  with  the  feeling  we  have,  and  of  which  we 
cannot  get  rid  in  any  other  way,  that  gives  an  ^instant  "  satisfac- 
tion to  the  thought."  This  is  equally  the  origin  of  wit  and  fan- 
cy, of  comedy  and  tragedy,  of  the  sublime  and  pathetic.  When 
Pope  says  of  the  Lord  Mayor^s  shew, — 

"  Now  night  descending,  the  proud  scene  is  o'er, 
But  lives  in  Settle's  numbers  one  day  more;" 

— when  Collins  makes  Danger,  "  with  limbs  of  giant  mould," 

"  Throw  him  on  the  steep 


Of  some  loose  hanging  rock  asleep;" 

when  Lear  calls  out,  in  extreme  anguish, 

"  Ingratitude,  thou  marble-hearted  fiend, 
How  much  more  hideous  shew'st  thou  in  a  child 
Than  the  sea-monster ! — " 

— ^the  passion  of  contempt  in  the  one  case,  of  terror  in  the  other, 
and  of  indignation  in  the  last,  is  perfectly  satisfied.  We  see  the 
thing  ourselves,  and  shew  it  to  others  as  we  feel  it  to  exist,  and 
as,  in  spite  of  ourselves,  we  are  compelled  to  think  of  it.  The 
imagination,  by  thus  embodying  and  turning  them  to  shape, 
gives  an  obvious  relief  to  the  indistinct  and  importunate  cravings 
of  the  will — We  do  not  wish  the  thing  to  be  so ;  but  we  wish 
it  to  appear  such  as  it  is.  For  knowledge  is  conscious  power ; 
and  the  mind  is  no  longer,  in  this  case,  the  dupe,  though  it  may 
be  the  victim,  of  vice  or  folly.  ^ 

Poetry  is,  in  ail  its  shapes,  the  language  of  the  imagination 
and  the  passions,  of  fancy  and  will    Nothing,  therefore,  can  be 
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more  absurd  than  the  outcry  which  has  been  sometimes  raised 
by  frigid  and  pedantic  critics,  for  reducing  the  language  of  po- 
etry to  the  standard  of  common  sense  and  reason :  for  the  end 
and  use  of  poetry,  both  at  the  first  and  now,  was  and  is  ^  to  hold 
the  mirror  up  to  nature,"  seen  through  the  medium  of  passion 
and  imagination,  not  divested  of  that  medium  by  means  of  Hteral 
truth  or  abstract  reason.  The  painter  of  history  might  as  well 
be  required  to  represent  the  face  of  a  person  who  has  just  trod 
upon  a  serpent  with  the  still-life  expression  of  a  common  por- 
trait, as  the  po6t  to  describe  the  most  striking  and  rivid  im- 
pressions which  things  can  be  supposed  to  make  upon  the  mind 
in  the  language  of  common  conversation.  Let  who  will  strip 
nature  of  the  colours  and  the  shapes  of  fancy,  the  poet  is  not 
bound  to  do  so ;  the  impressions  of  common  sense  and  strong 
imagination,  that  is,  of  passion  and  indifference,  cannot  be  the 
same,  and  they  must  have  a  separate  language  to  do  justice  to 
either.  Objects  must  strike  differently  upon  the  mind,  indepen- 
dently of  what  they  are  in  themselves,  as  long  as  we  have  a  dif- 
ferent interest  in  them,  as  we  see  them  in  a  different  point  of 
view,  nearer  or  at  a  greater  distance  (morally  or  physically 
speaking)  from  novelty,  from  old  acquaintance,  from  our  igno- 
rance of  them,  from  our  fear  of  their  consequences,  from  con- 
trast, from  unexpected  likeness.  We  can  no  more  take  away 
the  faculty  of  the  imagination  than  we  can  see  all  objects  with- 
out light  or  shade.  Some  things  must  dazzle  us  by  their  preter- 
natural light :  others  must  hold  ns  in  suspense,  and  tempt  our 
curiosity  to  explore  their  obscurity.  Those  who  would  dispel 
these  various  illusions,  to  give  us  their  drab-coloured  creation 
in  their  stead,  are  not  very  wise  Let  the  naturalist,  if  he  will, 
catch  the  glow-worm,  carry  it  home  with  him  in  a  box,  and 
find  it  next  morning  nothing  but  a  little  gray  worm ;  let  the 
poet  or  the  lover  of  poetry  visit  it  at  evening,  when  beneath  the 
scented  hawthorn  and  the  crescent  moon  it  has  built  itself  a 
palace  of  emerald  light.  This  is  also  one  part  of  nature,  one 
appearance  which  the  glow-worm  presents,  and  that  not  the 
leaij.  interesting ;  so  poetry  is  one  part  of  the  history  of  the  hu- 
man mind,  though  it  is  neither  science  nor  philosophy.  It  can- 
not be  concealed,  however,  that  the  progress  of  knowledge  and 
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refinement  has  a  tendency  to  circumscribe  the  limits  of  the  ima- 
gination, and  to  clip  the  wings  of  poetry.  The  province  of  the 
imagination  is  principally  visionary,  the  unknown  and  unde- 
fined :  the  understandiog  restores  things  to  their  natural  boun- 
daries, and  strips  them  of  their  fanciful  pretensions.  Hence 
the  history  of  religious  and  poetical  enthusiasm  is  much  the 
same ;  and  both  have  received  a  sensible  shock  from  the  pro- 
gress of  experimental  philosophy.  It  is  the  undefined  and 
uncommon  that  gives  birth  and  scope  to  the  imagination; 
we  can  only  fancy  what  we  do  not  know.  As  in  looking 
into  the  mazes  of  a  tangled  wood  we  fill  them  with  what 
shapes  we  please,  with  ravenous  beasts,  with  caverns  vast,  and 
drear  enchantments,  so,  in  our  ignorance  of  the  world  about  us, 
we  make  gods  or  devils  of  the  first  objects  we  see,  and  set  no 
bounds  to  the  wilful  suggestions  of  our  hopes  and  fears. 

"  And  visionB,  as  poetic  eyes  avow, 
Hang  on  eack  leaf,  and  cling  to  every  bough." 

There  can  never  be  another  Jacob's  dream.  Since  that  time 
the  heavens  have  gone  farther  off,  and  grown  astronomical 
They  have  become  averse  to  the  imagination,  nor  will  they  re- 
turn to  us  on  the  squares  of  the  distances,  or  on  Doctor  Chal- 
mers's Discourses.  Rembrant's  picture  brings  the  matter  nearer 
to  us. — It  is  not  only  the  progress  of  mechanical  knowledge, 
but  the  necessary  advances  of  civilization,  that  are  unfavourable 
to  the  spirit  of  poetry.  We  not  only  stand  in  less  awe  of  the 
preternatural  world,  but  we  can  calculate  more  surely,  and  look 
with  more  indifference,  upon  the  regular  routine  of  this.  The 
heroes  of  the  fabulous  ages  rid  the  world  of  monsters  and  giants. 
At  present  we  are  less  exposed  to  the  vicissitudes  of  good  or  evil, 
to  the  incursions  of  wild  beasts  or  "  bandit  fierce,"  or  to  the  un- 
mitigated fury  of  the  elements.  The  time  has  been  that  ^^  our 
fell  of  hair  would  at  a  dismal  treatise  rouse  and  stir  as  life  were 
in  it."  But  the  police  spoils  aU;  and  we  now  hardly  so  much 
as  dream  of  a  midnight  murder!  Macbeth  is  only  tolerated  in 
this  country  for  the  sake  of  the  music ;  and  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  where  the  philosophical  principles  of  government 
are  caRied  still  Dsurther  in  theory  and  practice,  we  find  that  the 
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Beggars'  Opera  is  hooted  from  the  stage.  Society,  by  degrees, 
is  constructed  into  a  machine  that  carries  us  safely  and  insipid* 
ly  fix>m  one  end  of  life  to  the  other,  in  a  rery  comfortahle  prose 
style. 

**  Obscurity  her  curtain  round  them  drew, 
And  then  Sloth  a  dull  quietus  sung.'' 

The  remarks  which  have  been  here  made  would,  in  some  mea- 
sure, lead  to  a  solution  of  the  question  of  the  comparative  merits 
of  painting  and  poetry.  I  do  not  mean  to  give  any  preference, 
hut  it  should  seem  that  the  argument,  which  has  been  some- 
times set  up,  that  painting  must  affect  the  imagination  more 
strongly,  because  it  represents  the  image  more  distinctly,  is  not 
well  founded.  We  may  assume,  without  much  temerity,  that 
poetry  is  more  poetical  than  painting.  When  artists  or  con- 
noisseurs talk  on  stilts  about  the  poetry  of  painting,  they  show 
that  they  know  little  about  poetry,  and  have  little  love  for  the 
art.  Painting  gives  the  object  itself;  poetry  what  it  implies. 
Painting  embodies  what  a  thing  contains  in  itself:  poetry  sug- 
gests what  exists  out  of  it,  in  any  manner  connected  with  it. 
But  this  last  is  the  proper  province  of  the  imagination.  Again, 
as  it  relates  to  passion,  painting  gives  the  event,  poetry  the  pro- 
gress of  events :  but  it  is  during  the  progress,  in  the  interval  of 
expectation  and  suspense,  while  our  hopes  and  fears  are  strain- 
ed to  the  highest  pitch  of  breathless  agony,  that  the  pinch  of  the 
interest  lies. 

"  Between  the  acting  of  a  dreadful  thing 
And  the  first  motion,  all  the  interim  is 
like  a  phantasma  or  hideous  dream. 
The  mortal  instruments  are  then  in  council ; 
And  the  state  of  man,  like  to  a  little  kingdom. 
Suffers  then  the  nature  of  an  insurrection." 

But  by  the  time  that  the  picture  is  painted,  all  is  over.  Faces 
are  the  best  part  of  a  picture  ;  but  even  faces  are  not  what  we 
chiefly  remember  in  what  interests  us  most. — But  it  may  be 
asked  then,  Is  there  anything  better  than  Claude  Lorraine's 
landscapes,  than  Titian's  portraits,  than  Raphaels  Cartoons,  or 
the  Qreek  statues?    Of  the  two  first  I  shall  say  nothing,  as  they 
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are  evidently  picturesque,  rather  than  imaginative.  Raphael's 
Cartoons  are  certainly  the  finest  comments  that  ever  were  made 
on  the  Scriptures.  Would  their  effect  be  the  same  if  we  were 
not  acquainted  with  the  text?  But  the  New  Testament  existed 
before  the  cartoons.  There  is  one  subject  of  which  there  is  no 
cartoon,  Christ  washing  the  feet  of  the  disciples  the  night  before 
his  death.  But  that  chapter  does  not  need  a  commentary  I  It 
is  for  want  of  some  such  resting-place  for  the  imagination  that 
the  Greek  statues  are  little  else  than  specious  forms.  They  are 
marble  to  the  touch  and  to  the  heart.  They  have  not  an  in- 
forming principle  within  them.  In  their  &ultles8  excellence 
they  appear  sufficient  to  themselves.  By  their  beauty  they  are 
raised  above  the  frailties  of  passion  or  suffering.  By  their 
beauty  they  are  deified.  But  they  are  not  objects  of  religious 
faith  to  us,  and  their  forms  are  a  reproach  to  common  humanity. 
They  seem  to  have  no  sympathy  with  us,  and  not  to  want  our 
admiration. 

Poetry  in  its  matter  and  form  is  natural  imagery  or  feeling, 
combined  with  passion  and  fancy.  In  its  mode  of  conveyance, 
it  combines  the  ordinary  use  of  language  with  musical  expression* 
There  is  a  question  of  long  standing,  in  what  the  essence  of  po- 
etry consists ;  or  what  it  is  that  determines  Why  one  set  of  ideas 
should  be  expressed  in  prose,  another  in  verse.  Milton  has  told 
us  his  idea  of  poetry  in  a  single  line : — 

"  Thoughts  that  voluntaiy  move 
Harmonious  numbersi" 

As  there  are  certain  sounds  that  excite  certain  movements,  and 
the  song  and  dance  go  together,  so  there  are,  no  doubt,  certain 
thoughts  that  lead  to  certain  tones  of  voice,  or  modulations  of 
sound,  and  change  "  the  woifds  of  Mercury  into  the  soUgs  of 
Apollo."  There  is  a  striking  instance  of  this  adaptation  of  the 
movement  of  sound  and  rhythm  to  the  subject,  in  Spenser's  de- 
scription of  the  Satyrs  accompanying  Una  to  the  cave  of  Sylvanus. 

**  So  flom  the  ground  she  ftarless  doth  ariflOj 
And  walkath  forth  without  suspect  of  crime. 
They,  all  as  glad  as  birds  of  joyous  j^rime, 
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Thence  lead  her  forth,  about  her  dancing  round, 
Shouting  and  singing  all  a  shepherd's  rhyme ; 

And  with  green  branches  strewing  all  the  ground, 
Do  worship  her  as  queen  with  olive  garland  crown'd. 
And  all  the  way  their  meny  pipes  they  sound. 

That  all  the  woods  and  doubled  echoes  ring; 
And  with  their  horned  feet  do  wear  the  ground, 

Leaping  like  wanton  kids  in  pleasant  spring  j 
So  towards  old  Sylvanus  they  her  bring, 

Who,  with  the  noise  awaked,  cometh  out" 

Faery  Queen,  b.  L  c.  vi 

On  the  contrary,  there  is  nothing  either  musical  or  natural  in 
the  ordinary  construction  of  language.  It  is  a  thing  ahogether 
arbitreiry  and  conventional  Neither  in  the  sounds  themselves, 
which  are  the  voluntary  signs  of  certain  ideas,  nor  in  their  gram- 
matical arrangements  in  common  speech,  is  there  any  principle 
of  natural  imitation,  or  correspondence  to  the  individual  ideas,  or 
to  the  tone  of  feeling  with  which  they  are  conveyed  to  others, 
The  jerks,  the  breaks,  the  inequalities,  and  harshnesses  of  prose, 
are  fatal  to  the  flow  of  a  poetical  imagination,  as  a  jolting  road 
or  a  stumbling  horse  disturbs  the  reverie  of  an  absent  man.  But 
poetry  makes  these  odds  all  even.  It  is  the  music  of  language, 
answering  to  the  music  of  the  mind,  untying,  as  it  were,  "  the 
secret  soul  of  harmony."  Wherever  any  object  takes  such  a 
hold  of  the  mind  as  to  make  us  dwell  upon  it,  and  brood  over  it, 
melting  the  heart  in  tenderness,  or  kindling  it  to  a  sentiment  of 
enthusiasm ; — ^wherever  a  movement  of  imagination  or  passion  is 
impressed  on  the  mind,  by  which  it  seeks  to  prolong  and  repeat 
the  emotion,  to  bring  all  other  objects  into  accord  with  it,  and  to 
give  the  same  movement  of  harmony,  sustained  and  continuous, 
or  gradually  varied  according  to  the  occasion,  to  the  sounds  that 
express  it — this  is  poetry.  The  miisical  in  sound  is  the  sustain- 
ed and  continuous ;  the  musical  in  thought  is  the  sustained  and 
continuous  also,  There  is  a  near  connection  between  music 
and  deep-rooted  passion.  Mad  people  sing.  As  often  as  articu- 
lation passes  naturally  into  intonation  there  poetry  begins. 
Where  one  idea  gives  a  tone  and  colour  to  others,  where  one 
feeling  melts  others  into  it,  there  can  be  no  reason  why  the  same 
principle  should  not  be  extended  to  the  sounds  by  which  the 
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Yoice  utters  these  emotions  of  the  soul,  and  blends  syllables  and 
lines  into  each  other.  It  is  to  supply  the  inherent  defect  of  har- 
mony in  the  customary  mechanism  of  language,  to  make  the 
sound  an  echo  to  the  sense,  when  the  sense  becomes  a  sort  of 
echo  to  itself — ^to  mingle  the  tide  of  verse;  "  the  golden  cadences 
of  poetry,"  with  the  tide  of  feeling,  flowing  and  murmuring  as  it 
flows — in  short,  to  take  the  language  of  the  imagination  from 
off  the  ground,  and  enable  it  to  spread  its  wings  where  it  may 
indulge  its  own  impulses— 

"  Sailing  with  supreme  dominion 
Through  the  azure  deep  of  air — " 

without  being  stopped,  or  fretted,  or  diverted  with  the  abruptnesses 
and  petty  obstacles,  and  discordant  flats  and  sharps  of  prose,  that 
poetry  was  invented.  It  is  to  common  language  what  springs 
are  to  a  carriage,  or  wings  to  feet.  In  ordinary  speech  we  arrive 
at  a  certain  harmony  by  the  modulations  of  the  voice  :  in  poetry 
the  same  thing  is  done  systematically  by  a  regular  collocation 
of  syllabjes.  It  has  been  well  observed,  that  every  one  who  de- 
claims warmly,  or  grows  intent  upon  a  subject,  rises  into  a  sort 
of  blank  verse  or  measured  prose.  The  merchant,  as  described 
in  Chaucer,  went  on  his  way  "  sounding  always  the  increase  of 
his  winning."  Every  prose-writer  has  more  or  less  of  rhythmi- 
cal adaptation,  except  poets,  who,  when  deprived  of  the  regular 
i;nechanism  of  verse,  seem  to  have  no  principle  of  modulation 
left  in  their  writings. 

An  excuse  might  be  made  for  rhyme  in  the  same  manner. 
It  is  but  fair  that  the  ear  should  linger  on  the  sounds  that  delight 
it,  or  avail  itself  of  the  same  brijliant  coincidence  and  unexpect- 
ed recurrence  of  syllables,  that  have  been  displayed  in  the  inven- 
tion and  colbcation  of  images.  It  is  allowed  that  rhyme  assists 
the  memory ;  apd  a  man  of  wit  and  shrewdness  has  been  heard 
to  say  that  the  only  four  good  lines  of  poetry  are  the  well-known 
ones  which  tell  the  number  of  days  in  the  months  of  the  year. 

"  Thirty  days  hath  September,"  &c. 

But  if  the  jingle  of  names  assists  the  memory,  may  it  not  also 
quicken  the  fancy?  and  there  are  other  things  worth  having  at 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


16  ON  POETRY  IN  GENERAL.  [lboturbi. 

our  fingers'  ends  besides  the  contents  of  the  almanac. — ^Pope's 
versification  is  tiresome,  from  its  excessive  sweetness  and  uni- 
formity. Shakspeare's  blank  verse  is  the  perfection  of  dramatie 
dialogue. 

All  is  not  poetry  that  passes  for  such :  nor  does  verse  make 
the  whole  difference  between  poetry  and  prose.  The  Uiad  does 
not  cease  to  be  poetry  in  a  literal  translation;  and  Addison's 
Campaign  has  been  very  properly  denominated  a  Gazette  in 
rhyme.  Common  prose  differs  from  poetry,  as  treating  for  the 
most  part  either  of  such  trite,  familiar,  and  irksome  matters  of 
&ct  as  convey  no  extraordinary  impulse  to  the  imagination,  or 
else  of  such  difficult  and  laborious  processes  of  the  understanding 
as  do  not  admit  of  the  wayward  or  violent  movements  either  of 
the  imagination  or  the  passions. 

I  will  mention  three  works  which  come  as  near  to  poetry  as 
possible  without  absolutely  being  so,  namely,  the  Pilgrim's  Pro- 
gress, Robinson  Crusoe,  and  the  Tales  of  Boccaccio.  Chaucer 
aA  Dryden  have  translated  some  of  the  last  into  English  rhyme, 
but  the  essence  and  the  power  of  poetry  was  there  before.  That 
which  lifls  the  spirit  above  the  earth,  tirhich  draws  the  soul  out 
of  itself  with  indescribable  longings,  is  poetry  in  kind,  and  gen^^ 
rally  fit  to  become  so  in  name,  by  beilig  ^  married  to  immortal 
verse."  If  it  is  of  the  essence  of  poetry  to  strike  and  fix  the  ima^ 
gination,  whether  we  will  or  no,  to  make  the  eye  of  childhood 
glisten  with  the  starting  tear,  to  be  net er  thought  of  afterwards 
with  indifference,  John  Bunyan  and  Daniel  Defoe  may  be  per- 
mitted to  pass  for  poets  in  their  way.  The  mixture  of  fancy  and 
reality  in  the  Pilgrim's  Progress  was  never  equalled  in  any  alle- 
gory. His  pilgrims  walk  above  the  earth,  and  yet  are  on  it 
What  zeal,  what  beauty,  what  truth  of  fiction !  What  deep 
feeling  in  the  description  of  Christian's  swimming  across  the 
water  at  last,  and  in  the  picture  of  the  Shining  Ones  within  the 
gates,  with  wings  at  their  backs  and  garlands  on  their  heads, 
who  are  to  wipe  all  tears  from  his  eyes !  The  writer's  genius, 
though  not  "  dipped  in  dews  of  Castalie,"  was  baptised  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  with  fire.  The  prints  in  this  book  are  no  small 
part  of  it  If  the  confinement  of  Philocietes  in  the  island  of 
Lsmnos  was  a  subject  for  the  most  beaiitiM  of  all  the  Groek 
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tragedies,  what  shall  we  say  to  Robinson  Crusoe  in  his?  Take 
the  speech  of  the  Greek  hero  on  leaving  bis  cave,  beautiful,  as  it 
is,  and  compare  it  with  the  reflections  of  the  Englisll  adventurer 
in  his  solitary  place  of  confinement.  The  thoughts  of  home, 
and  of  all  from  which  he  is  for  ever  cut  off,  swell  and  press 
against  his  bosom,  as  the  heaving  ocean  rolls  its  ceaseless  tide 
against  the  rocky  shore,  and  the  very  beatings  of  his  heart  be- 
come audible  in  the  eternal  silence  that  surrounds  him.  Thus 
he  says : 

"  As  I  walked  about,  either  in  my  hunting,  or  for  viewing  the  country, 
the  anguish  of  my  soul  at  my  condition  would  break  out  upon  me  on  a 
sudden,  and  my  very  heart  would  die  within  me  to  think  of  the  woods,  the 
mountains,  the  deserts  I  was  in ;  and  how  I  was  a  prisoner,  locked  up  with 
the  eternal  bars  and  bolts  of  the  ocean,  in  an  uninhabited  wilderness,  without 
redemption.  In  the  midst  of  the  greatest  composures  of  my  mind,  this 
would  break  out  upon  me  like  a  storm,  and  make  me  wring  my  hands,  and 
weep  like  a  child.  Sometimes  it  would  take  me  in  the  middle  of  my  work, 
and  I  would  immediately  sit  down  and  sigh,  and  look  upon  the  ground  for 
an  hour  or  two  together,  and  this  was  still  worse  to  me,  for  if  I  could  haA$ 
into  tears  or  vent  myself  in  words,  it  would  go  off,  and  the  grief,  having  ex- 
hausted itself,  would  abate." 

The  story  of  his  adventures  would  not  make  a  poem  like  the 
Odyssey,  it  is  true,  but  the  relator  had  the  true  genius  of  a  poet 
It  has  been  made  a  question  whether  Richardson's  romances  are 
poetry ;  and  the  answer,  perhaps,  is  that  they  are  not  poetry,  be- 
cause they  are  not  romance.  The  interest  is  worked  up  to  an 
inconceivable  height ;  but  it  is  by  an  infinite  number  of  little 
things,  by  incessant  labour  and  c^lls  upon  the  attention,  by  a 
repetition  of  blows  that  have  no  rebound  in  them.  The  sympa- 
thy excited  is  not  a  voluntary  contribution,  but  a  tax.  Nothing 
is  unforced  and  spontaneous.  There  is  a  want  of  elasticity  and 
motion.  The  story  does  not  '^  give  an  echo  to  the  seat  where 
love  is  throned."  The  heart  does  not  answer  of  itself  like  a 
chord  in  music.  The  fancy  does  not  run  on  before  the  writer 
with  hreathless  expectation,  but  is  dragged  along  with  an  infi- 
nite number  of  pins  and  wheels,  like  those  with  which  the  Lilli- 
putians dragged  Gulliver  pinioned  to  the  royal  palace. — Sir 
Charles  Grandison  is  a  coxcomb.  What  sort  of  a  figure  would 
he  cut,  translated  into  an  epic  poem,  by  the  edde  of  Achilles  t 
3 
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Clarissa,  the  divine  Clarissa,  is  too  interesting  by  half.  She  is 
interesting  in  her  ruffles,  in  her  gloves,  her  samplers,  her  aunts 
and  uncles — she  is  interesting  in  all  that  is  uninteresting.  Such 
things,  however  intensely  they  may  be  brought  home  to  us,  are 
not  conductors  to  the  imagination.  There  is  infinite  truth  and 
feeling  in  Richardson  ;  but  it  is  extracted  from  a  capvi  mortuum 
of  circumstances ;  it  does  not  evaporate  of  itself  His  poetical 
genius  is  like  Ariel  confined  in  a  pipe-tree,  and  requires  an  arti- 
ficial process  to  let  it  out.     Shakspeare  says — 

"  Our  poesy  is  as  a  gum 
Which  issues  whence  'tis  nourished,  our  gentle  flame 
Provokes  itself,  and,  like  the  current,  flies 
Each  bound  it  chafes."* 

I  shall' conclude  this  general  account  with  some  remarks  on 
four  of  the  principal  works  of  poetry  in  the  world,  at  different 
periods  of  history — Homer,  the  Bible,  Dante,  and,  let  me  add, 
Ossian.  In  Homer,  the  principle  of  action  or  life  is  predomi- 
nant ;  in  the  Bible,  the  principle  of  faith  and  the  idea  of  Provi- 
dence ;  Dante  is  a  personification  of  blind  will ;  and  in  Ossian 
we  see  the  deca/of  life,  and  the  fag  end  of  the  world.  Homer's 
poetry  is  the  heroic :  it  is  full  of  life  and  action :  it  is  bright  as 
the  day,  strong  as  a  river.  In  the  vigour  of  his  intellect,  he 
grapples  with  all  the  objects  of  nature,  and  enters  into  all  the 
relations  of  social  life.  He  saw  many  countries,  and  the  man- 
ners of  many  men ;  and  he  has  brought  them  all  together  in  his 
poem.  He  describes  his  heroes  going  to  battle  with  a  prodigali- 
ty of  life,  arising  from  an  exuberance  of  animal  spirits ;  we  see 

*  Burke's  writings  are  hot  poetry,  notwithstanding  the  vividness  of  the 
fancy,  because  the  subject  matter  is  abstruse  and  dry,  not  natural,  but  artifi- 
cial. The  difference  between  poetry  and  eloquence  is  that  the  one  is  the 
eloquence  of  the  imagination,  and  the  other  of  the  understanding.  Elo- 
quence tries  to  persuade  the  will,  and  convince  the  reason :  poetry  pro- 
duces its  efiects  by  instantaneous  sympathy.  Nothing  is  a  subject  for 
poetry  that  admits  of  a  dispute.  Poets  are  in  general  bad  prose- 
writers,  because  their  images,  though  fine  in  themselves,  are  not  to  the  pur- 
pose, and  do  not  carry  on  the  argument.  The  French  poetry  wants  the 
forms  of  the  imagination.  It  is  didactic  more  than  dramatic.  And  some 
of  our  own  poetry,  which  has  been  most  admired,  is  only  poetry  in  the 
rhyme,  and  in  the  studied  use  of  poetic  diction. 
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them  before  us,  their  number,  aDd  their  order  of  battle,  poured 
out  upon  the  plain,  '^  all  plumed  like  ostriches,  like  eagles  new- 
ly bathed,  wanton  as  goats,  wild  as  young  bulls,  youthful  as 
May,  and  gorgeous  as  the  sun  at  midsummer,"  covered  with 
glittering  armour,  with  dust  and  blood ;  while  the  gods  quaff 
their  nectar  in  golden  cups,  or  mingle  in  the  fray ;  and  the  old 
men  assembled  on  the  walls  of  Troy  rise  up  with  reverence  as 
Helen  passes  by  them.  The  multitude  of  things  in  Homer  is 
wonderful ;  their  splendour,  their  truth,  their  force,  and  variety. 
His  poetry  is,  like  his  religion,  the  poetry  of  number  and  form : 
he  describes  the  bodies  as  well  as  the  souls  of  men. 

The  poetry  of  the  Bible  is  that  of  imagination  and  of  faith : 
it  is  abstract  and  disembodied  :  it  is  not  the  poetry  of  form,  but 
of  power ;  not  of  multitude,  but  of  immensity.  It  does  not  divide 
into  many,  but  aggrandizes  into  one.  Its  ideas  of  nature  are 
like  its  ideas  of  God.  It  is  not  the  poetry  of  social  life,  but  of 
solitude :  each  man  seems  alone  in  the  world,  with  the  original 
forms  of  nature,  the  rocks,  the  earth,  and  the  sky.  It  is  not  the 
poetry  of  action  or  heroic  enterprise,  but  of  faith  in  a  supreme 
Providence,  and  resignation  to  the  power  that  governs  the  uni- 
verse. As  the  idea  of  God  was  removed  farther  from  humanity 
and  a  scattered  polytheism,  it  became  more  profound  and  in- 
tense, as  it  became  more  universal,  for  the  Infinite  is  present  to 
everything :  "  If  we  fly  into  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  it 
is  there  also ;  if  we  turn  to  the  east  or  the  west,  we  cannot  es- 
cape from  it."  Man  is  thus  aggrandized  in  the  image  of  his 
Maker.  The  history  of  the  patriarchs  is  of  this  kind ;  they  are 
founders  of  the  chosen  race  of  people,  the  inheritors  of  the  earth ; 
they  exist  in  the  generations  which  are  to  come  after  them. 
Their  poetry,  like  their  religious  creed,  is  vast,  unformed,  ob- 
scure, and  infinite ;  a  vision  is  upon  it — an  invisible  hand  is  sus* 
pended  over  it  The  spirit  of  the  Christian  religion  consists  in 
the  glory  hereafter  to  be  revealed ;  but  in  the  Hebrew  dispensa- 
tion, Providence  took  an  immediate  share  in  the  affairs  of  this 
life.  Jacob's  dream  arose  out  of  this  intimate  communion  be- 
tween heaven  and  earth :  it  was  this  that  let  down,  in  the  sight 
of  the  youthful  patriarch,  a  golden  ladder  from  the  sky  to  the 
earth,  with  angels  ascending  and  descending  upon  it,  and  i^ed 
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a  light  upon  the  lonely  place,  which  can  never  pass  away.  The 
story  of  Ruth,  again,  is  as  it  all  the  depth  of  natural  affection  in 
the  human  race  was  involved  in  her  breast.  There  are  de- 
scriptions in  the  book  of  Job  more  prodigal  of  imagery,  more 
intense  in  passion,  than  any  thing  in  Homer,  as  that  of  the  state 
of  his  prosperity,  and  of  the  vision  that  came  upon  him  by  night. 
The  metaphors  in  the  Old  Testament  are  more  boldly  figurative. 
Things  were  collected  more  into  masses,  and  gave  a  greater 
momerUum  to  the  imagination. 

Dante  was  the  father  of  modem  poetry,  and  he  may  therefore 
claim  a  place  in  this  connection.  His  poem  is  the  first  ^eat 
step  from  Gothic  darkness  and  barbarism ;  and  the  struggle  of 
thought  in  it  to  burst  the  thraldom  in  which  the  human  mind 
had  been  so  long  held,  is  felt  in  every  page.  He  stood  be- 
wildered, not  appalled,  on  that  dark  shore  which  separates  the 
ancient  and  the  modern  world ;  and  saw  the  glories  of  antiquity 
dawning  through  the  abyss  of  time,  while  revelation  opened  its 
passage  to  the  other  world.  He  was  lost  in  wonder  at  what 
had  been  done  before  him,  and  he  dared  to  emulate  it.  Dante 
seems  to  have  .been  indebted  to  the  Bible  for  the  gloomy  tone  of 
his  mind,  as  well  as  for  the  prophetic  fury  which  exalts  and 
kindles  his  poetry ;  but  he  is  utterly  unlike  Homer.  His  genius 
is  not  a  sparkling  fiame,  but  the  sullen  heat  of  a  furnace.  He 
is  power,  passion,  self-will  personified.  In  all  that  relates  to  the 
descriptive  or  fanciful  part  of  poetry  he  bears  no  comparison  to 
many  who  had  gone  before,  or  who  have  come  after,  him ;  but 
there  is  a  gloomy  abstraction  in  his  conceptions  which  lies  like 
a  dead  weight  upon  the  mind  ;  a  benumbing  stupor,  a  breathless 
awe,  from  the  intensity  of  the  impression ;  a  terrible  obscurity,  like 
that  which  oppresses  us  in  dreams ;  an  identity  of  interest,  which 
moulds  every  object  to  its  own  purposes,  and  clothes  all  things 
with  the  passions  and  imaginations  of  the  human  soul, — that 
makes  amends  for  all  other  deficiencies.  The  immediate  objects 
he  presents  to  the  mind  are  not  much  in  themselves ;  they  want 
grandeur,  beauty,  and  order ;  but  they  become  everything  by 
the  force  of  the  character  he  impresses  upon  them.  His  mind 
lends  its  own  power  to  the  objects  which  it  contemplates,  instead 
<tf  borrowing  it  from  them.    He  takes  advantage  even  of  the 
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nakedness  and  dreary  vacuity  of  his  subject.  His  imagination 
peoples  the  shades  of  death,  and  broods  over  the  silent  air.  He 
is  the  severest  of  all  writers,  the  most  hard  and  impenetrable,  the 
most  opposite  to  the  flowery  and  glittering ;  who  relies  most  on 
his  own  power,  and  the  sense  of  it  in  others,  and  who  leaves 
most  room  to  the  imagination  of  his  readers.  Dante's  only  en- 
deavour is  to  interest ;  and  he  interests  by  exciting  our  sympathy 
with  the  emotion  by  which  he  is  himself  possessed.  He  does 
not  place  before  us  the  objects  by  which  that  emotion  has  been 
created ;  but  he  seizes  on  the  attention,  by  shewing  us  the  effect 
they  produce  on  his  feelings ;  and  his  poetry  accordingly  gives 
the  same  thrilling  and  overwhelming  sensation  which  is  caught 
by  gazing  on  the  face  of  a  person  who  has  seen  some  object  of 
horror.  The  improbability  of  the  events,  the  abruptness  and 
monotony  in  the  Inferno,  are  excessive :  but  the  interest  never 
flags,  from  the  continued  earnestness  of  the  author's  mind. 
Dante's  great  power  is  in  combining  internal  feelings  with  exter- 
nal objects.  Thus  the  gate  of  hell,  on  which  that  withering 
inscription  is  written,  seems  to  be  endowed  with  speech  and  con- 
sciousness, and  to  utter  its  dread  warning,  not  without  a  sense 
of  mortal  woes.  This  author  habitually  unites  the  absolutely 
local  and  individual  with  the  greatest  wildness  and  mysticism. 
In  the  midst  of  the  obscure  and  shadowy  regions  of  the  lower 
world,  a  tomb  suddenly  rises  up  with  the  inscription,  '^  I  am  the 
tomb  of  Pope  Anastasius  the  Sixth :"  and  half  the  personages 
whom  he  has  crowded  into  the  Inferno  are  his  own  acquaint- 
ance. All  this  perhaps  tends  to  heighten  the  effect  by  the  bold 
intermixture  of  reahties,  and  by  an  appeal,  as  it  were,  to  the  in- 
dividual knowledge  and  experience  of  the  reader.  He  affords 
few  subjects  for  picture.  There  is,  indeed,  one  gigantic  one, 
that  of  Count  Ugolino,  of  which  Michael  Angelo  made  a  bas- 
relief,  and  which  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  ought  not  to  have  painted. 
Another  writer  whom  I  shall  mention  last,  and  whom  I  can- 
not persuade  myself  to  think  a  mere  modern  in  the  ground- 
work, is  Ossian.  He  is  a  feeling  and  a  name  that  can  never  be 
destroyed  in  the  minds  of  his  readers.  As  Homer  is  the  first 
vigour  and  lustihead,  Ossian  is  the  decay  and  old  age  of  poetry. 
He  lives  only  in  the  recollection  and  regret  of  the  past    There 
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is  one  impression  which  he  conveys  more  entirely  than  all  other 
poets,  namely,  the  sense  of  privation,  the  loss  of  all  things,  of 
friends,  of  good  name,  of  country — ^he  is  even  without  God  in 
the  world.  He  converses  only  with  the  spirits  of  the  departed ; 
with  the  motionless  and  silent  clouds.  The  cold  moonlight 
sheds  its  faint  lustre  on  his  head ;  the  fox  peeps  out  of  the  ruined 
tower ;  the  thistle  waves  its  beard  to  the  wandering  gale ;  and 
the  strings  of  his  harp  seem,  as  the  hand  of  age,  as  the  talo  of 
other  times,  passes  over  them,  to  sigh  and  rustle  like  the  dry 
reeds  in  the  winter^s  wind !  The  feeling  of  cheerless  desolation, 
of  the  loss  of  the  pith  and  sap  of  existence,  of  the  annihilation 
of  the  substance,  and  the  clinging  to  the  shadow  of  all  things 
as  in  a  mock  embrace,  is  here  perfect.  In  this  way,  the  lamen- 
tation of  Selma  for  the  loss  of  Salgar  is  the  finest  of  all.  If  it 
were  indeed  possible  to  shew  that  this  writer  was  nothing,  it 
would  only  be  another  instance  of  mutability,  another  blank 
made,  another  void  left  in  the  heart,  another  confirmation  of  that 
feeling  which  makes  him  so  often  complain,  "  Roll  on,  ye  dark 
brown  years,  ye  bring  no  joy  on  your  wing  to  Ossian !" 
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LECTURE  II. 

ON  CHAUCER  AND  SPENSER. 

Havino,  in  thfe  formed  lecture,  given  some  account  of  the  nature 
of  poetry  in  general,  I  shall  proceed,  in  the  next  place,  to  a  more 
particular  consideration  of  the  genius  and  history  of  English  po- 
etry. I  shall  take,  as  the  subject  of  the  present  lecture,  Chaucer 
and  Spenser,  two  out  of  four  of  the  greatest  names  in  poetry 
which  this  country  has  to  boast.  Both  of  them,  however,  were 
much  indebted  to  the  earlier  poets  of  Italy,  and  maybe  consider- 
ed as  belonging,  in  a  certain  degree,  to  the  same  school.  The 
freedom  and  copiousness  with  which  our  most  original  writers, 
in  former  periods,  availed  themselves  of  the  productions  of  their 
J>redecessors,  frequently  transcribing  whole  passages,  without 
scruple  or  acknowledgment,  may  appear  contrary  to  the  etiquette 
of  modern  literature,  when  the  whole  stock  of  poetical  common- 
places has  become  public  property,  and  no  one  is  compelled  to 
trade  upon  any  particular  author.  But  it  is  not  so  much  a  sub- 
ject of  wonder,  at  a  time  when  to  read  and  write  was  of  itself  an 
honorary  distinction,  when  learning  was  almost  as  great  a  rarity 
as  genius,  and  when,  in  fact,  those  who  first  transplanted  the 
beauties  of  other  languages  into  their  own,  might  be  considered 
as  public  benefactors,  and  the  founders  of  a  national  literature. — 
There  are  poets  older  than  Chaucer,  and  in  the  interval  between 
him  and  Spenser ;  but  their  genius  was  not  such  as  to  place 
them  in  any  point  of  comparison  with  either  of  these  celebrated 
men  ;  and  an  inquiry  into  their  particular  merits  or  defects  might 
seem  rather  to  belong  to  the  province  of  the  antiquary  than  be 
thought  generally  interesting  to  the  lovers  of  poetry  in  the  pres- 
ent day. 

Chaucer  (who  has  been  very  properly  considered  as  the  father 
of  English  poetry)  preceded  Spenser  by  two  centuries.     He  is 
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supposed  to  have  been  born  in  London,  in  the  year  1328,  daring 
the  reign  of  Edward  III,  and  to  have  died  in  1400,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two.  He  received  a  learned  education  at  one,  or  at 
both,  of  the  Universities,  and  travelled  early  into  Italy,  where 
he  became  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  and  excellences  of 
the  great  Italian  poets  and  prose-writers,  Dante,  Petrarch,  and 
Boccaccio ;  and  is  said  to  have  had  a  personal  interview  with 
one  of  these,  Petrarch.  He  was  connected,  by  marriage,  with 
the  famous  John  of  Gaunt,  through  whose  interest  he  was  intro- 
duced into  several  public  emplo3rments.  Chaucer  was  an  active 
partisan,  a  religious  reformer,  and,  from  the  share  he  took  in 
some  disturbances,  on  one  occasion,  he  was  obliged  to  fly  the 
country.  On  his  return,  he  was  imprisoned,  and  made  his  peace 
with  government,  as  it  is  said,  by  a  discovery  of  his  associates. 
Fortitude  does  not  appear,  at  any  time,  to  have  been  the  distin- 
guishing virtue  of  poets.  There  is,  however,  an  obvious  similar- 
ity between  the  practical  turn  of  Chaucer's  mind  and  restless  im- 
patience of  his  character,  and  the  tone  of  his  writings.  Yet  it 
would  be  too  much  to  attribute  the  one  to  the  other  as  cause  and 
effect :  for  Spenser,  whose  poetical  temperament  was  as  efiemi- 
nate  as  Chaucer's  was  stern  and  masculine,  was  equally  engaged 
in  public  affairs,  and  had  mixed  equally  in  the  great  world.  So 
much  does  native  disposition  predominate  over  accidental  cir- 
cumstances, moulding  them  to  its  previous  bent  and  purposes ! 
For,  while  Chaucer's  intercourse  with  the  busy  world,  and  col- 
lision with  the  actual  passions  and  conflicting  interests  of  others, 
seemed  to  brace  the  sinews  of  his  understanding,  and  gave  to  his 
writings  the  air  of  a  man  who  describes  persons  and  things  that 
he  had  known  and  been  intimately  concerned  in ;  the  same  op- 
portunities, operating  on  a  difierently  constituted  frame,  only 
served  to  alienate  Spenser's  mind  tbe  more  from  the  '^  close  pent- 
up  "  scenes  of  ordinary  life,  and  to  make  him  "  rive  their  con- 
cealing continents,"  to  give  himself  up  to  the  unrestrained 
indulgence  of  "  flowery  tenderness." 

It  is  not  possible  for  any  two  writers  to  be  more  opposite  in 
this  respect.  Spenser  delighted  in  luxurious  enjoyment ;  Chau- 
cer, in  severe  activity  of  mind.  As  Spenser  was  the  roost  ro- 
mantic and  visionary,  Chaucer  was  the  most  practical  of  all  the 
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grreat  poets,  the  most  a  man  of  business  and  the  world.  His 
poetry  reads  like  history.  Everything  has  a  downright  reality ; 
at  least  in  the  relator's  mind.  A  simile,  or  a  sentiment,  is  as  if 
it  were  given  in  upon  evidence.  Thus  he  describes  Cressid's 
first  avowal  of  her  love : 

"  And  as  the  new  abashed  nightingale, 
That  stinteth  first  when  she  beginneth  sing, 
When  that  she  heareth  any  herde's  tale, 
Or  in  the  hedges  any  wight  stirring, 
And  after,  sicker,  doth  her  voice  outring ; 
Right  so  Cresseide,  when  that  her  dread  stent, 
Open'd  her  heart,  and  told  him  her  intent." 

This  is  so  true  and  natural,  and  beautifully  simple,  that  the  two 
things  seem  identified  with  each  other.  Again,  it  is  said  in  the 
Knight's  Tale— 

"  Thus  passeth  yere  by  yere,  and  day  by  day, 
Till  it  felle  ones  in  a  morwe  of  May, 
That  Emelie  that  fayrer  was  to  sene 
Than  is  the  lilie  upon  his  stalke  grene ; 
And  fresher  than  the  May  with  floures  newe, 
For  with  the  rose-colour  strof  hire  hewe: 
I  n'ot  which  was  the  finer  of  hem  two." 

This  scrupulousness  about  the  literal  preference,  as  if  some  ques- 
tion of  matter  of  fact  was  at  issue,  is  remarkable.  I  might  men- 
tion that  other,  where  he  compares  the  meeting  between  Pala- 
mon  and  Arcite  to  a  hunter  waiting  for  a  lion  in  a  gap ; — 

"  That  stondeth  at  a  gap  with  a  spere. 
Whan  hunted  is  the  lion  or  the  here. 
And  hereth  him  come  rushing  in  the  groves, 
And  breking  bothe  the  boughes  and  the  leves  :"— 

or  that  still  finer  one  of  Constance,  when  she  is  condemned  to 
death: 

"  Have  ye  not  seen  sometime  a  pale  face 
(Among  a  prees)  of  him  that  hath  been  lad 
Toward  his  deth,  whereas  he  geteth  no  grace, 
And  swiche  a  colour  in  his  face  hath  had. 
Men  might  en  know  him  that  was  so  bestMJ, 
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Amonges  all  the  fitces  in  that  route. 

So  stant  Custance,  and  loketh  hire  aboute." 

The  beauty,  the  pathos  here  does  not  seem  to  be  of  the  poet's 
seeking,  but  a  part  of  the  necessary  texture  of  the  fable.  He 
speaks  of  what  he  wishes  to  describe  with  the  accuracy,  the  dis- 
crimination of  one  who  relates  what  has  happened  to  himself, 
or  has  had  the  best  information  from  those  who  have  been  eye- 
witnesses of  it.  The  strokes  of  his  pencil  always  tell.  He 
dwells  only  on  the  essential,  on  that  which  would  be  interesting 
to  the  persons  really  concerned :  yet,  as  he  never  omits  any  ma- 
terial circumstance,  he  is  prolix  from  the  number  of  points  on 
which  he  touches,  without  being  diffuse  on  any  one ;  and  is 
sometimes  tedious  from  the  fidelity  with  which  he  adheres  to 
his  subject,  as  other  writers  are  from  the  frequency  of  their  di- 
gressions from  it.  The  chain  of  his  story  is  composed  of  a 
number  of  fine  links,  closely  connected  together,  and  rivetted  by 
a  single  blow.  There  is  an  instance  of  the  minuteness  which 
he  introduces  into  his  most  serious  descriptions  in  his  account  of 
Palamon  when  left  alone  in  his  ceU : 

"  Swiche  sorrow  he  maketh  that  the  grete  tour 
Resouned  of  his  yelling  and  clamour: 
The  pure  fetters  on  his  shinnes  grete 
Were  of  his  bitter  salte  teres  wete." 

The  mention  of  this  last  circumstance  looks  like  a  part  of  the 
.  instructions  he  had  to  follow,  which  he  had  no  discretionary 
power  to  leave  out  or  introduce  at  pleasure.  He  is  contented 
to  find  grace  and  beauty  in  truth.  He  exhibits  for  the  most 
part  the  naked  object,  with  little  drapery  thrown  over  it.  His 
metaphors,  which  are  few,  are  not  for  ornament,  but  use,  and 
as  like  as  possible  to  the  things  themselves.  He  does  not  affect 
to  shew  his  power  over  the  reader's  mind,  but  the  power  which 
his  subject  has  over  his  own.  The  readers  of  Chaucer's  poetry 
feel  more  nearly  what  the  persons  he  describes  must  have  felt 
than  perhaps  those  of  any  other  poet.  His  sentiments  are  not 
voluntary  effusions  of  the  poet's  fancy,  but  founded  on  the  natu* 
ral  impulses  and  habitual  prejudices  of  the  characters  he  has  to 
represent     There  is  an  inveteracy  of  purpose,  a  sincerity  of 
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feeling,  which  never  relaxes  or  grows  vapid,  in  whatever  they 
do  or  say.  There  is  no  artificial,  pompous  display,  but  a  strict 
parsimony  of  the  poet's  materials,  like  the  rude  simplicity  of  the 
age  in  which  he  lived.  His  poetry  resembles  the  root  just 
springing  from  the  ground  rather  than  the  full-blown  flower. 
His  muse  is  no  "  babbling  gossip  of  the  air,"  fluent  and  redun- 
dant ;  but,  like  a  stammerer,  or  a  dumb  person,  that  has  just 
found  the  use  of  speech,  crowds  many  things  together  with 
eager  haste,  with  anxious  pauses,  arid  fond  repetitions,  to  pre- 
vent mistake.  His  words  point  as  an  index  to  the  objects,  like 
the  eye  or  finger.  There  were  none  of  the  common-places  of 
poetic  diction  in  our  author's  time,  no  reflected  lights  of  fancy, 
no  borrowed  roseate  tints ;  he  was  obliged  to  inspect  things  for 
himself,  to  look  narrowly,  and  almost  to  handle  the  object,  as  in 
the  obscurity  of  morning  we  partly  see  and  partly  grope  our 
way ;  so  that  his  descriptions  have  a  sort  of  tangible  character 
belonging  to  them,  and  produce  the  eflfect  of  sculpture  on  the 
mind.  Chaucer  had  an  equal  eye  for  truth  of  nature  and  dis- 
crimination of  character ;  and  his  interest  in  what  he  saw  gave 
new  distinctness  and  force  to  his  power  of  observation.  The 
picturesque  and  the  dramatic  are  in  him  closely  blended  togeth- 
er, and  hardly  distinguishable  ;  for  he  principally  describes  ex- 
ternal appearances  as  indicating  character,  as  symbols  of  internal 
sentiment.  There  is  a  meaning  in  what  he  sees  ;  and  it  is  this 
which  catches  his  eye  by  sympathy.  Thus  the  costume  and 
dress  of  the  Canterbury  Pilgrims — of  the  Knight — ^the  Squire — 
the  Oxford  Scholar — ^the  Gap-toothed  Wife  of  Bath,  and  the 
rest,  speak  for  themselves.  To  take  one  or  two  of  these  at  ran- 
dom: 

"  There  was  also  a  Nonne,  a  Prioresse, 
That  of  hire  smilmg  was  ful  simple  and  coy; 
Hire  gretest  othe  n'as  but  by  seint  Eloy : 
And  she  was  cleped  Madame  Eglentine. 
Ful  wel  she  sange  the  service  divine 
Entuned  in  hire  nose  ful  swetely ; 
And  Frenche  she  spake  ful  fayre  and  fetisly, 
(  After  the  scole  of  Stratford  atte  Bowe, 

For  Frenche  of  Paris  was  to  hire  unknowe. 
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At  mete  was  the  wel  ytaughte  withalle ; 
She  lette  no  morsel  from  hire  lippes  falle, 
Ne  wette  hire  fingres  in  hire  sauce  depe. 

And  sikerly  she  was  of  great  disport, 
And  fol  pleasant,  and  amiahle  of  port, 
And  peined  hire  to  contrefeten  chere 
Of  court,  and  hen  estatelich  of  manere, 
And  to  ben  holden  digne  of  reverence. 

But  for  to  speken  of  hire  conscience, 
She  was  so  charitable  and  so  pitous. 
She  wolde  wepe  if  that  she  saw  a  mous 
Caughte  in  a  trappe,  if  it  were  ded  or  bledde, 
Of  smalc  houndcs  hadde  she,  that  she  fedde 
With  rested  flesh,  and  milk,  and  wastel  brede, 
But  sore  wept  she  if  on  of  hem  were  dede. 
Or  if  men  smote  it  with  a  yerde  smert : 
And  all  was  conscience  and  tendre  herte. 

Full  semely  hire  wimple  ypinched  was ; 
Hire  nose  tretis ;  hire  eyen  grey  as  glas ; 
Hire  mouth  ful  smale :  and  therto  soft  and  red ; 
But  sickerly  she  hadde  a  fayre  forehed. 
It  was  almost  a  spanne  brode,  I  trowe." 

"  A  Monk  there  was,  a  fayre  for  the  maistrie, 
An  out-rider,  that  loved  venerie : 
A  manly  man,  to  hen  an  Abbot  able. 
Ful  many  a  deinte  hors  hadde  he  in  stable : 
And  whan  he  rode,  men  mighte  his  bridel  here, 
Gingeling  in  a  whistling  wind  as  clere. 
And  eke  as  loude,  as  doth  the  chapell  belle, 
Ther  as  this  lord  was  keper  of  the  celle. 

The  reule  of  Seint  Maure  and  of  Seint  Beneit, 
Because  that  it  was  oide  and  somdele  streit, 
This  ilke  monk  lette  olde  thinges  pace, 
And  held  after  the  newe  world  the  trace. 
He  yave  not  of  the  text  a  pulled  hen. 
That  siiith,  that  hunters  ben  not  holy  men ; — 
Therefore  he  was  a  prickasoure  a  right: 
Ghreihoundes  he  hadde  as  swift  as  foul  of  flight : 
Of  pricking  and  of  hunting  for  the  hare 
Was  all  his  lust,  for  no  cost  wolde  he  spare. 

I  saw  liis  sieves  purfiled  at  the  bond 
With  gris,  and  that  the  finest  of  the  lend. 
And  for  to  fasten  his  hood  under  his  chinne, 
He  had  of  gold  ywrought  a  curious  pinne: 
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A  love-knotte  in  the  greter  end  ther  was. 
HiB  hed  was  balled,  and  shone  as  any  glas, 
And  eke  his  fiice,  as  it  hadde  ben  anoint 
He  was  a  lord  ful  fat  and  in  good{  point. 
His  eyen  stepe,  and  rolling  in  his  hed, 
That  stemed  as  a  fomeis  of  a  led. 
His  botes  sonple,  his  hors  in  giet  estat, 
Now  certainly  he  was  a  fayre  prelat. 
He  was  not  paljB  as  a  forpined  gost 
A  fat  swan  loved  he  best  of  any  rost. 
His  palfrey  was  as  browne  as  is  a  berry." 

The  Serjeant  at  law  is  the  same  identical  individual  as  Law- 
yer Dowling  in  Tom  Jones,  who  wished  to  divide  himself  into 
a  hundred  pieces,  to  be  in  a  hundred  places  at  once. 

"  No  wher  so  besy  a  man  as  he  ther  n'as, 
And  yet  he  semed  besier  than  he  was." 

The  Frankelein,  in  "  whose  hous  it  snewed  of  mete  and  drinke;" 
the  Shipman,  ^^  who  rode  upon  a  rouncie,  as  he  couthe ;"  the 
Dectour  of  Phisike,  "  whose  studie  was  but  litel  of  the  Bible ;" 
the  Wif  of  Bath,  in 

"  All  whose  parish  ther  was  non, 
That  to  the  offring  before  hire  shulde  gon, 
And  if  ther  did,  certain  so  wroth  was  she, 
That  she  was  out  of  alle  charitee ;" 

— the  poure  Persone  of  a  toun,  •*  whose  parish  was  wide,  and 
houses  fer  asonder ;"  the  Miller,  and  the  reve,  "  a  slendre  cole- 
rike  man,"  are  all  of  the  same  stamp.  They  are  every  one 
samples  of  a  kind ;  abstract  definitions  of  a  species.  Chaucer, 
it  has  been  said,  numbered  the  classes  of  men,  as  Linnaeus  num- 
bered the  plants.  Most  of  them  remain  to  this  day :  others,  that 
are  obsolete,  and  may  well  be  dispensed  with,  still  live  in  his 
descriptions  of  them.     Such  is  the  Sompnoure : 

"  A  Sompnoure  was  ther  with  us  in  that  place, 
That  hadde  a  fire-red  cherubinnes  face. 
For  sausefleme  he  was,  with  eyen  narwe. 
As  bote  he  was,  and  likerous  as  a  sparwe. 
With  scalled  browes  blake,  and  jMlled  bnd 
Of  his  visage  children  were  sore  aftid. 
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Ther  n'as  quicksilver,  litarge,  ne  brimBton, 

Boras,  ceruse,  ne  oile  of  tartre  non, 

Ne  oinement  that  wolde  dense  or  bite, 

That  him  might  helpen  of  his  whelkes  white, 

Ne  of  the  knobbes  sitting  on  his  chekes. 

Wei  loved  he  garlike,  onions,  and  lekes. 

And  for  to  diinke  stronge  win  as  rede  as  blood. 

Than  wolde  he  speke,  and  crie  as  he  were  wood. 

And  whan  that  he  well  dronken  had  the  win, 

Than  wold  he  speken  no  word  but  Latin. 

A  fewe  termes  coude  he,  two  or  three. 

That  he  had  lemed  out  of  som  decree ; 

No  wonder  is,  he  heard  it  all  the  day. — 

In  danger  hadde  he  at  his  owen  gise 
The  yonge  girles  of  the  diocise, 
And  knew  hir  conseil,  and  was  of  hir  rede. 
A  gerlond  hadde  he  sette  upon  his  hede 
As  gret  as  it  were  for  an  alestake : 
A  bokeler  hadde  he  made  him  of  a  cake. 
With  him  ther  rode  a  genti]  Pardonere — 
That  hadde  a  vois  as  smale  as  hath  a  gote.'' 

It  would  be  a  curious  speculation  (at  least  for  those  who  think 
that  the  characters  of  men  never  change,  though  manners, 
opinions,  and  institutions  may,)  to  know  what  has  become  of 
this  character  of  the  Sompnoure  in  the  present  day ;  whether  or 
not  it  has  any  technical  representative  in  existing  professions ; 
into  what  channels  and  conduits  it  has  withdrawn  itself,  where 
it  lurks  unseen  in  cunning  obscurity,  or  else  shews  its  face 
boldly,  pampered  into  all  the  insolence  of  office,  in  some  other 
shape,  as  it  is  deterred  or  encouraged  by  circumstances.  Chuvr 
cer^s  characters  modernized,  upon  this  principle  of  historic  deriva- 
tion, would  be  an  useful  addition  to  our  knowledge  of  human 
nature.     But  who  is  there  to  undertake  it  ? 

The  descriptions  of  the  equipage  and  accoutrements  of  the 
two  kings  of  Thrace  and  Inde,  in  the  Knight's  Tale,  are  as 
striking  and  grand  as  the  others  are  lively  and  natural : 

"  Ther  maist  thou  se  coming  with  Palamon 
Licurge  himself,  the  grete  king  of  Trace : 
Blake  was  his  herd,  and  manly  was  his  face, 
The  cercles  of  his  eyen  in  his  bed 
They  gloweden  betwixen  yelwe  and  red, 
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And  like  a  griflbn  loked  he  about, 

With  kemped  heres  on  his  browes  stout ; 

His  limmes  gret,  his  braunes  hard  and  stronge, 

His  shouldres  brode,  his  armes  round  and  longe. 

And,  as  the  guise  was  in  his  contree, 

Ful  highe  upon  a  char  of  gold  stood  he, 

With  foure  white  holies  in  the  trais. 

Instede  of  cote-armure  on  his  harnais, 

With  nayles  yelwe,  and  bright  as  any  gold, 

He  hadde  a  beres  skin,  cole-blake  for  old. 

His  longe  here  was  kcmpte  behind  his  bak, 

As  any  ravenes  fether  it  shone  for  blake. 

A  wreth  of  gold  arm-gret,  of  huge  weight, 

Upon  his  bed  sate  full  of  stones  bright. 

Of  fine  rubins  and  of  diamants. 

About  his  char  ther  wenten  white  alauns, 

Twenty  and  mo,  as  gret  as  any  stere, 

To  hunten  at  the  leon  or  the  dere, 

And  folwed  him,  with  mosel  fast  ybound. — 

With  Arcite,  in  stories  as  men  find 
The  gretc  Emetrius,  the  king  of  Inde, 
Upon  a  stede  bay,  trapped  in  stele, 
Covered  with  cloth  of  gold  diapred  wele, 
Came  riding  like  the  god  of  armes,  Mars. 
His  cote-armure  was  of  a  cloth  of  Tars, 
Couched  with  perles,  white,  and  round  and  grete. 
His  sadel  was  of  brent  gold  new  ybete ; 
A  mantelet  upon  his  shouldres  hanging 
Bret-ful  of  rubies  red,  as  fire  sparkling. 
His  crispe  here  like  ringes  was  yronne. 
And  that  was  yelwe,  and  glitered  as  the  Sonne. 
His  nose  was  high,  his  eycn  bright  citrin, 
His  lippes  round,  his  colour  was  sanguin, 
A  fewe  fraknes  in  his  face  yspreint, 
Betwizen  yelwe  and  blake  somdel  ymdnt. 
And  as  a  leon  he  his  loking  caste. 
Of  five-and-twenty  yere  his  age  I  caste. 
His  herd  was  wel  begonnen  for  to  spring ; 
His  Tois  was  as  a  trompe  thundering. 
Upon  his  bed  he  wered  of  laurer  grene 
A  gerlond  fieshe  and  lusty  for  to  sene. 
Upon  his  bond  he'  bare,  for  his  deduit, 
An  egie  tame,  as  any  lily  whit. — 
About  this  king  there  ran  on  eveiy  part 
Ful  many  a  tame  leon  and  leopart.''* 
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What  a  deal  of  terrible  beauty  there  is  contained  in  thii  descrip- 
tion !  The  imagination  of  a  poet  brings  such  objects  before  us 
as  when  we  look  a$  wild  beasts  in  a  menagerie ;  their  claws  are 
pared,  their  eyes  glitter  like  harmless  lightning ;  but  we  gaze 
at  them  with  a  pleasing  awe,  clothed  in  beauty,  formidable  in 
the  sense  of  abstract  power. 

Chaucer's  descriptions  of  natural  scenery  possess  the  same  sort 
of  characteristic  excellence,  or  what  might  be  termed  gusto. 
They  have  a  local  truth  and  freshness,  which  gives  the  very 
feeling  of  the  air,  the  coolness  or  moisture  of  the  ground.  In- 
animate objects  are  thus  made  to  have  a  fellow-feeling  in  the 
interest  of  the  story,  and  render  back  the  sentiment  of  the 
speaker's  mind.  One  of  the  finest  parts  of  Chaucer  is  of  this 
mixed  kind.  It  is  the  beginning  of  the  Flower  and  the  Litof, 
where  he  describes  the  delight  of  that  young  beauty,  shrowded 
in  her  bower,  and  listening  in  the  morning  of  the  year  to  the 
singing  of  the  nightingale ;  while  her  joy  rises  with  the  rising 
song,  and  gushes  out  afresh  at  every  pause,  and  is  borne  along 
with  the  full  tide  of  pleasure,  and  still  increases,  and  repeats, 
and  prolongs  itself,  and  knows  no  ebb.  The  coolness  of  the  ar- 
bour, its  retirement,  the  early  time  of  the  day,  the  sudden  start- 
ing up  of  the  birds  in  the  neighbouring  bushes,  the  eager  delight 
with  which  they  devour  and  rend  the  opening  buds  and  flowers, 
are  expressed  with  a  truth  and  feeling  which  make  the  whole 
appear  like  the  recollection  of  an  actual  scene : 

"  Which  as  me  thought  was  right  a  pleasing  eight, 
And  eke  the  briddes  song  for  to  here, 
Would  haue  rejoyced  any  earthly  wight, 
And  I  that  couth  not  yet  in  no  manere 
!  Heare  the  nightingale  of  all  the  yeare, 

Ful  busily  herkened  with  herte  and  with  ear 
If  I  her  voice  perceiue  coud  any  where. 

And  I  that  all  thki  pleasaunt  nght  sie, 
Thought  sodainly  I  felt  so  sweet  an  aire 
Of  the  eglentere,  that  certainely 
There  is  no  herte  I  dome  in  such  dispaire, 
Ne  with  thoughts  firoward  and  oontfaira, 
So  ouerlaid,  but  it  should  soone  haue  bote, 
If  it  had  ones  felt  this  savour  sote. 
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And  as  I  stood  and  cast  aside  mine  eie, 
I  was  ware  of  the  fairest  medler  tiee 
That  ever  yet  in  all  my  life  I  sb 
As  full  of  bloflsomes  as  it  might  be, 
Therein  a  goldfinch  leaping  pretile 
Fro  bough  to  bough,  and  as  him  list  he  eet 
Here  and  there  of  buds  and  flouies  sweet. 

And  to  the  herber  side  was  joyning 
This  fidre  tree,  of  which  I  haue  you  told, 
And  at  the  last  the  brid  began  to  sing. 
Whan  he  had  eaten  what  he  eat  wold, 
So  pasdng  sweetly,  that  by  manifold 
It  was  more  pleasaunt  than  I  coud  deuise 
And  whan  his  song  was  ended  in  this  wise, 

The  nightingale  with  so  merry  a  note 

Answered  him  that  all  the  wood  rong 

So  sodainly,  that  as  it  were  a  sote, 

I  stood  astonied,  so  was  I  with  the  song 

Thorow  rauished,  that  til  late  and  long, 

I  ne  wist  in  what  place  I  was,  ne  where, 

And  ayen  me  thought  she  song  euen  by  mine  ere. 

Wherefore  I  waited  about  busily 
On  euery  side,  if  I  her  might  see, 
And  at  the  last  I  gan  full  well  aspie 
Where  she  sat  in  a  iresh  grone  laurer  tree, 
On  the  further  side  euen  right  by  me, 
That  gaue  so  passing  a  delicious  smell, 
According  to  eglentere  full  well, 

*  Whereof  I  had  so  inly  great  pleasure, 
That  as  me  thought  I  surely  rauished  was 
Into  Paradice,  where  my  desire 
Was  for  to  be,  and  no  ferther  passe 
As  for  that  day,  and  on  the  sote  grasse 
I  sat  me  downe,  lor  as  for  mine  entent, 
The  birds'  song  was  more  oonuenient, 

And  more  pleasaunt  to  me,  by  manifold, 
Than  meat  or  drinke,  or  any  other  thii^, 
Thereto  the  herber  was  so  fresh  and  cold, 
The  wholesonie  sauours  eke  so  comforting. 
That,  as  I  domed,  sith  the  beginning 
Of  the  world  was  neuer  seene  or  than 
So  pieasannft  a  ground  of  none  earthly  man. 
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And  as  I  Mt  the  birds  hariKenizig  tfans, 
Me  thought  that  I  heard  Tmces  sodainly 
The  most  sweetest  and  most  deiicioiis 
That  euer  any  wight  I  trow  tmlj 
Heard  in  their  life,  for  the  aimonj 
And  sweet  accorde  was  in  so  good  musike, 
That  the  uoice  to  angfds  was  most  like.'' 

There  is  here  no  affected  rapture,  no  flowery  sentiment:  the 
whole  is  an  ebullition  of  natural  delight  /'  welling  out  of  the 
heart,"  like  water  from  a  crystal  spring.  Natural  is  the  soul  of 
art :  there  is  a  strength  as  wel|  as  a  simplicity  in  the  imagi- 
nation, that  reposes  entirely  on  nature,  that  nothing  else  can 
supply.  It  was  the  same  trust  in  nature,  and  reliance  on  his 
subject,  which  enabled  Cliaucer  to  describe  the  grief  and  pa- 
tience of  Griselda ;  the  faith  of  Constance ;  ai^d  &e  heroic  per- 
severance of  the  little  child,  who,  going  to  school  through  the 
streets  of  Jewry, 

"  Oh  Alma  Bedemptoris  mater,  loudly  sung,'' 

and  who  after  his  death  stil]  triumphed  in  his  song.  Chaucer 
has  more  of  this  deep,  internal,  sustained  sentiment,  than  any 
other  writer,  except  Boccaccio.  In  depth  of  simple  pathos,  and 
intensity  of  conception,  never  swerving  frcmi  his  subject,  I  think 
no  other  writer  comes  near  him,  not  even  the  Greek  tragedians. 
I  wish  to  be  allowed  to  give  oi^e  or  two  instances  of  what  I  mean. 
I  will  take  the  following  from  the  Knight's  Tale.  The  distress 
of  Arcite,  in  consequence  of  h\$  banishment  fion^  his  love,  is  thus 
described : 

"  Whan  that  Avdte  tp  Thehes  oomen  was, 
Ful  oft  a  day  he  swelt  a|)d  said  Alas, 
For  sene  his  lady  shall  he  never  mo. 
And  shortly  to  concluden  all  his  wo, 
So  mochel  sorwe  hadde  never  creature, 
That  is  or  shall  be,  while  the  world  may  dure, 
His  slepe,  his  mete,  his  drinke  is  him  byfaft. 
That  lene  he  wex,  and  drie  as  is  a  shaft 
His  eyen  holwe,  and  grisly  to  behold. 
His  hewe  salwe,  and  pale  as  ashen  cold, 
And  solitary  he  was,  and  ever  alone, 
And  wailing  all  the  night,  making  Mb  mona 
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And  if  he  herde  aong  or  inatnmient, 
Than  wold  he  wepe,  he  mighte  not  he  stent 
So  fehle  were  his  spirites,  and  so  low, 
And  changed  so  that  no  man  coude  know 
His  speche,  ne  his  yois^  though  men  it  herd." 

The  picture  of  the  sinking  of  the  heart,  of  the  wasting  away 
of  the  body  and  mind,  of  the  gradual  Mure  of  all  the  faculties 
under  the  contagion  of  a  rankling  sorrow,  cannot  be  surpassed. 
Of  the  same  kind  is  his  farewell  to  his  mistress,  after  he  has 
gained  her  hand  and  lost  his  life  in  the  combat : 

"  Alas  the  wo  I  alas  the  pones  stronge, 
That  I  for  y§a  have  suffered,  and  so  longe ! 
Alas  the  deth !  alas  min  Elmilie ! 
Alas  departing  of  our  compagnie ; 
Alas  min  hertes  quene !  alas  my  wif !  • 

Min  hertis  ladie,  ender  of  my  lif ! 
What  is  this  world  1  what  azen  men  to  luvel 
Now  with  his  love,  now  in  his  colde  grave 
Alone  withouten  any  compagnie." 

The  death  of  Arcite  is  the  more  affecting  as  it  comes  after 
triumph  and  victory,  after  the  pomp  of  sacrifice,  the  solemnities 
of  prayer,  the  celebration  of  the  gorgeous  rites  of  chivalry.  The 
descriptions  of  the  three  temples  of  Mars,  of  Venus,  and  Diana, 
of  the  ornaments  and  ceremonies  used  in  each,  with  the  recep- 
tion given  to  the  offerings  of  the  lovers,  have  a  beauty  and 
grandeur,  much  of  which  is  lost  in  Dryden's  version.  For  in- 
stance, such  lines  as  the  following  are  not  rendered  with  their 
true  feeling : 

*'  Why  shulde  I  not  as  well  eke  tell  you  all 
The  purtreiture  that  was  upon  the  wall 
Within  the  temple  of  migh^  Mars  the  rede- 
That  hight  the  gret  temple  of  Mais  in  .TraiSe 
In  thilke  colde  and  frosty  region, 
Ther  as  Man  hath  his  sovereine  mansion. 
First  on  the  wall  was  peinted  a  forest, 
In  which  ther  wonneth  neyther  man  ne  best, 
With  knotty  knany  barrein  trees  old 
Of  stubbes  sharpe  and  hidous  to  behold ; 
In  which  ther  ran  a  romble  and  a  swough 
As  though  a  stoim  shold  bresten  every  bough." 
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And  again,  among  innumerable  terrific  images  of  death  and 
•daughter  painted  on  the  wall,  is  this  one : 

"  The  statoe  of  Man  upon  a  carte  stood 
Anned,  and  looked  grim  as  he  were  wood. 
A  wolf  ther  stood  befome  him  at  his  fete 
With  eyen  red,  and  of  a  man  he  ete." 

The  story  of  Griselda  is  in  Boccaccio ;  but  the  Clerk  of  Oxen- 
forde,  who  tells  it,  professes  to  have  learned  it  from  Petrarch. 
This  story  has  gone  all  over  Europe;  and  has  passed  into  a 
proverb.  In  spite  of  the  barbarity  of  the  circumstances,  which 
are  abominable,  the  sentiment  remains tmimpaired  and  unalter- 
able. It  is  of  that  kind  "  that  heaves  no  sigh,  that  sheds  no 
tear  f  but  it  hangs  upon  the  beatings  of  the  heart ;  it  is  a  part 
of  the  very  being ;  it  is  as  inseparable  from  it  as  the  breath  we 
draw.  It  is  still  and  calm  as  the  face  of  death.  Nothing  can 
touch  it  in  its  etherial  purity :  tender  sus  the  yielding  flower,  it 
is  fixed  as  the  marble  firmament.  The  only  remonstrance  she 
makes,  the  only  complaint  she  utters  agaipst  all  the  ill-treatment 
she  receives,  is  that  single  line  where,  when  turned  back  naked 
to  her  father's  house,  she  says, 

"  Let  me  not  like  a  worm  go  by  the  way.'' 

The  first  outline  given  of  the  character  is  inimitable ; 

'<  Nought  ier  iVo  thUke  paleis  honourable, 
Wher  as  this  markis  shope  his  marriage, 
Ther  stood  a  thorpe,  of  sight  delitable, 
In  which  that  poare  folk  of  that  village 
Hadden  her  bestes  and  her  herbergage, 
And  of  hir  labour  toke  hir  sustenance, 
After  that  the  erthe  yave  hem  habundance. 

Among  this  pour  fblk  ther  dwelt  a  man. 
Which  that  was  holden  pourest  of  hem  all : 
But  highe  God  sometime  senden  can 
His  grace  unto  a  litel  oxes  stall : 
Janicola  men  of  that  thorpe  him  call. 
A  doughter  had  he,  faire  ynough  to  sight, 
And  Grisildis  this  yonge  maiden  bight 
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But  for  to  speke  of  virtuoiu  beautee, 
Than  was  she  on  the  fairest  under  Sonne: 
Ful  pourely  yfostred  up  was  she : 
No  likerous  lust  was  in  hire  herte  yionne ; 
Ful  ofter  of  the  well  than  of  the  tonne 
She  dranke,  and  for  she  wolde  vertue  plese, 
She  knew  wel  labour,  but  non  idel  ese. 

But  though  this  mayden  tendre  were  of  age, 

Yet  in  the  biest  of  hire  Tirginitee 

Ther  was  enclosed  sad  and  ripe  corage : 

And  in  gret  reverence  and  charitee 

Hire  olde  poure  fader  festred  she : 

A  few  sheep  spinning  on  the  feld  she  kept, 

She  wolde  lAt  ben  idel  til  she  slept. 

And  whan  she  homward  came  she  wolde  bring 

Wortes  and  other  herbes  times  oft, 

The  which  she  shred  and  sethe  for  hire  living, 

And  made  hire  bed  ful  hard,  and  nothing  soft: 

And  ay  she  kept  hire  fadres  Hf  on  loft 

With  every  obeisance  and  diligence, 

That  child  may  don  to  fadres  reverence. 

Upon  Grisilde,  this  poure  creature, 
Ful  often  sithe  this  raarkis  sette  his  eye, 
As  he  on  hunting  rode  peraventure : 
And  whan  it  fell  that  he  might  hire  espie, 
He  not  vdth  wonton  loking  of  foUe 
His  eyen  cast  on  hire,  but  in  sad  wise 
Upon  hire  chero  he  wold  him  oft  avise. 

Commending  in  his  herte  hire  womanhede, 
And  eke  hire  vertue,  passing  any  wight 
*  Of  so  yong  age,  as  wel  in  chore  as  dede. 

For  though  the  people  have  no  gret  insight 
In  veitue,  be  considered  fill  right 
Hire  bountee,  and  disposed  that  he  wold 
Wedde  hire  only,  if  ever  he  wedden  shold. 

Grisilde  of  this  (God  wot,)  ful  innocent, 
That  for  hire  shapen  was  all  this  array, 
To  fetchen  water  at  a  welle  is  went. 
And  Cometh  home  as  sone  as  ever  she  may. 
For  wel  she  had  heard  say  that  thiike  day 
The  markis  shulde  wedde,  and,  if  she  might, 
Slie  wolde  fayne  han  seen  som  of  that  sight 
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She  thought,  "  I  wol  with  other  maidens  alDiid, 
That  hen  my  felawee,  in  our  dore,  and  see 
The  markiaeflM,  and  thereto  wd  I  fond 
To  don  at  home,  as  sone  as  it  maj  he, 
The  labour  which  longeth  unto  me, 
And  than  I  may  at  leiser  hire  behold, 
If  she  this  way  unto  the  castel  hold." 

And  she  wolde  over  the  threswdd  gon 
The  iparkis  came  and  gan  hire  for  to  call, 
And  she  set  doun  her  water^pot  anon 
Beside  the  threswoid  in  an  ozes  stall, 
And  doun  upon  hire  knees  she  gan  to  fidl. 
And  with  sad  countenance  knekth  still. 
Till  she  had  heard  what  was  tUI  lordes  wiU." 

The  Story  of  the  little  child  slain  in  Jewry,  (which  is  told  by 
the  Prioress,  and  worthy  to  be  told  by  her  who  was  "  all  con- 
science and  tender  heart,")  is  not  less  touching  than  that  of 
Qriselda.  It  is  simple  and  heroic  to  the  last  degree.  The  po- 
etry of  Chaucer  has  a  religious  sanctity  about  it,  connected  with 
the  manners  and  superstitions  of  the  age.  It  has  all  the  spirit 
of  martyrdom. 

It  has  also  all  the  extravagance  and  the  utmost  licentiousness 
of  comic  humour,  equally  arising  out  of  the  manners  of  the  time. 
In  this  too  Chaucer  resembled  Boccaccio,  that  he  excelled  in 
both  styles,  and  could  pass  at  will,  '<  from  grave  to  gay,  from 
lively  to  severe ;"  but  he  never  confounded  the  two  styles  together 
(except  from  that  involuntary  and  unconscious  mixture  of  the 
pathetic  and  humorous  which  is  almost  always  to  be  found  in 
nature,)  and  was  exclusively  taken  up  with  what  he  set  about, 
whether  it  was  jest  or  earnest  The  Wife  of  Bath's  Prologue 
(which  Pope  has  very  admirably  modernised)  is,  perhaps,  une- 
qualled as  a  comic  story.  The  Cock  and  the  Fox  is  also  excel- 
lent for  lively  strokes  of  character  and  satire.  January  and  May 
is  not  so  good  as  some  of  the  others.  Chaucer's  versification, 
considering  the  time  at  which  he  wrote,  and  that  versification  is 
a  thing  in  a  great  degree  mechanical,  is  not  one  of  his  least 
merits.  It  has  considerable  strength  and  harmony,  and  its  ap- 
parent deficiency  in  the  latter  respect  arises  chiefly  from  the 
alu^i'i^tions  which  have  ainoe  taken  place  in  the  piAnunciation  or 
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mode  of  accenting  the  words  of  the  language.  The  best  general 
rale  for  reading  him  is  to  pronounce  the  final  e,  as  in  reading 
Italian. 

It  was  observed  in  the  last  Lecture,  that  painting  describes 
what  the  object  is  in  itself,  poetry  what  it  implies  or  suggests. 
Chaucer's  poetry  is  not,  in  general,  the  best  confirmation  of  the 
truth  of  this  distinction,  for  his  poetry  is  more  picturesque  and 
historical  than  almost  any  other.  But  there  is  one  instance  in 
point  which  I  cannot  help  giving  in  this  place.  It  is  the  story 
of  the  three  thieves  who  go  in  search  of  Death  to  kill  him,  and 
who,  meeting  with  him,  are  entangled  in  their  fate  by  his  words, 
without  knowing  hint  In  the  printed  catalogue  to  Mr.  West's 
(in  some  respects  very  admirable)  picture  of  Death  on  the  Pale 
Horse,  it  is  observed  that, "  In  poetry  the  same  effect  is  produced 
by  a  few  abrupt  and  rapid  gleams  of  description,  touching,  as  it 
were  with  fire,  the  features  and  edges  of  a  general  mass  of  awful 
obscurity ;  but  in  painting,  such  indistinctness  would  be  a,  defect, 
and  imply  that  the  artist  wanted  the  power  to  pourtray  the  con- 
ceptions of  his  fancy.  Mr.  West  was  of  opinion  that  to  delineate 
a  physical  form,  which  in  its  moral  impression  would  approxi- 
mate to  that  of  the  visionary  Death  of  Milton,  it  was  necessary  to 
endow  it,  if  possible,  with  the  appearance  of  super-human  strength 
and  energy.  He  has  therefore  exerted  the  utmost  force  and  per- 
spicuity of  his  pencil  on  the  central  figure."-M3ne  might  sup- 
pose from  this,  that  the  way  to  represent  a  shadow  was  to  make 
it  as  substantial  as  possible.  Oh,  no  1  Painting  has  its  preroga- 
tives (and  high  ones  they  are,)  but  they  lie  in  representing  the 
visible,  not  the  invisible.  The  moral  attributes  of  Death  are 
powers  and  effects  of  an  infinitely  wide  and  general  description, 
which  no  individual  or  physical  form  can  possibly  represent  but 
by  a  courtesy  of  speech,  or  by  a  distant  analogy.  The  moral 
impression  of  Death  is  essentially  visionary  ;  its  reality  is  in  the 
mind's  eye.  Words  are  here  the  only  things  ;  and  things,  physi* 
cal  forms,  the  mere  mockeries  of  the  understanding.  The  less 
definite,  the  less  bodily  the  conception,  the  more  vast,  unformed, 
and  unsubstantial,  the  nearer  does  it  approach  to  some  resem- 
blance of  that  omnipresent,  lasting,  universal,  irresistible  prin- 
ciple, which  everywhere,  and  at  some  time  or  other,  exerts  its 
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power  over  all  thing&  Death  is  a  mighty  abstraction,  like 
Night,  or  Space,  or  Time.  He  is  an  ugly  customer,  who  will 
not  be  inf  ited  to  supper,  or  to  sit  for  his  picture.  He  is  with  us 
and  about  us,  but  we  do  not  see  him.  He  stalks  on  before  us, 
and  we  do  not  mind  him :  he  follows  us  close  behind,  and  we 
do  not  turn  to  look  back  at  him.  We  do  not  see  him  making 
faces  at  us  in  our  life-time,  nor  perceive  him  afterwards  sitting 
in  mock-majesty,  a  twin-skeleton,  beside  us,  tickling  our  bare 
ribs,  and  staring  into  our  hollow  eye-balls  1  Chaucer  knew  this. 
He  makes  three  riotous  companions  go  in  search  of  Death  to 
kill  him,  they  meet  with  an  old  man  whom  they  reproach  with 
his  age,  and  ask  why  he  does  not  die,  to  which  he  answers  thus : 

"  Ne  Deth,  alas !  ne  will  not  han  my  lif. 
Thus  walke  I  like  a  restless  caitiff, 
And  on  the  ground,  which  is  my  modres  gate, 
I  knocke  with  my  staf,  erlich  and  late, 
And  say  to  hire,  *  Leve  mother,  let  me  in. 
Lo,  how  I  vanish,  flesh  and  blood  and  skin, 
Alas !  when  shall  my  bones  ben  at  reste  1 
Mother,  with  you  wolde  I  changen  my  cheste, 
That  in  my  chambre  longe  time  hath  be, 
Ye,  for  an  heren  cloote  to  wrap  in  me.' 
But  yet  to  me  she  will  not  don  that  grace 
For  which  fill  pale  and  welked  is  my  face." 

They  then  ask  the  old  man  where  they  shall  find  out  Death 
to  kill  him,  and  he  sends  them  on  an  errand  which  ends  in  the 
death  of  all  three.  We  bear  no  more  of  him,  but  it  is  Death 
that  they  have  encountered. 

The  interval  between  Chaucer  and  Spenser  is  long  and  dreary. 
There  is  nothing  to  fill  up  the  chasm  but  the  names  of  Occleve, 
"  ancient  Gower,"  Lydgate,  Wyatt,  Surry,  and  Sackville.  Spen- 
ser flourished  in  the  reign  of  Gtueen  Elizabeth,  and  was  sent 
with  Sir  John  Davies  into  Ireland,  of  which  he  has  left  behind 
him  some  tender  recollections  in  his  description  of  the  bog  of 
Allan,  and  a  record  in  an  ably  written  paper,  containing  obser- 
vations on  the  state  of  that  country  and  the  means  of  improving 
it,  which  remain  in  full  force  to  the  present  day.  Spenser  died 
at  an  obscure  inn  in  London,  it  is  supposed  in  distressed  circum- 
stances.    The  treatment  he  received  from  Burleigh  is  well 
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known.  Spencer,  as  well  as  Chaucer,  was  engaged  in  active  ' 
life ;  but  the  genius  of  his  poetry  was  not  active :  it  is  inspired 
by  the  love  of  ease,  and  relaxation  from  all  the  cares  and  business 
of  Kfe.  Of  all  the  poets,  he  is  the  most  poetical.  Though  much 
later  than  Chaucer,  his  obligations  to  preceding  writers  were 
less.  He  has  in  some  measure  borrowed  the  plan  of  his  poem 
(as  a  number  of  distinct  narratives)  from  Ariosto ;  but  he  has 
engrafted  upon  it  an  exuberance  of  fancy,  and  an  endless  volup- 
tuousness of  sentiment,  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  Italian 
vnriter.  Farther,  Spencer  is  even  more  of  an  inventor  in  the 
subject-matter.  There  is  an  originality,  richness,  and  variety  in 
his  allegorical  personages  and  fictions,  which  almost  vies  with 
the  splendour  of  the  ancient  mythology.  If  Ariosto  transports 
us  into  the  regions  of  romance,  Spenser's  poetry  is  all  fairy-land. 
In  Ariosto,  we  walk  upon  the  ground,  in  company,  gay,  fantas- 
tic, and  adventurous  enough.  In  Spenser,  we  wander  in  another 
world,  among  ideal  beings.  The  poet  takes  and  lays  us  in  the 
lap  of  a  lovelier  nature,  by  the  sound  of  softer  streams,  among 
greener  hills  and  fairer  valleys.  He  paints  nature,  not  as  we 
find  it,  but  as  we  expected  to  find  it ;  and  fulfils  the  delightful 
promise  of  our  youth.  He  waves  his  wand  of  enchantment — 
and  at  once  embodies  airy  beings,  and  throws  a  delicious  veil 
over  all  actual  objects.  The  two  worlds  of  reality  and  of  fiction 
are  poised  on  the  wings  of  his  imagination.  His  ideas,  indeed, 
seem  more  distinct  than  his  perceptions.  He  is  the  painter  of 
abstractions,  and  describes  them  with  dazzling  minuteness.  In 
the  mask  of  Cupid  he  makes  the  god  of  love  "  clap  on  high  his 
coloured  winges  twain ;"  and  it  is  said  of  Gluttony,  in  the  Pro- 
cession of  the  Passions, 

"  In  green  vine  leaves  he  was  right  fitly  clad." 

At  times  he  becomes  picturesque  from  his  intense  love  of  beauty; 
as  where  he  compares  Prince  Arthur's  crest  to  the  appearance 
of  the  almond  tree : 

"  Upon  the  top  of  all  his  lofly  crest, 

A  bunch  of  hairs  diraolour'd  diversely 
With  sprinkled  pearl  and  gold  full  richly  dnst, 
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Did  shake  and  seem'd  to  dannce  for  jollity; 
like  to  an  almond  tree  ymovnted  high 
On  top  of  green  Selenis  all  alone, 
•      With  blowoma  brave  bedecked  daintily ; 
Her  tender  locks  do  tremble  every  one 
At  every  little  breath  that  under  heav'n  is  blown'." 

The  love  of  beauty,  however,  and  not  of  troth,  is  the  moving 
principle  of  his  mind ;  and  he  is  guided  in  his  fantastic  delinea- 
tions by  no  role  but  the  impulse  of  an  inexhaustible  imagination. 
He  luxuriates  equally  in  scenes  of  Eastern  magnificence,  or  the 
still  solitude  of  a  hermit's  cell — ^in  the  extremes  of  sensuality,  or 
refinement 

In  reading  the  Faery  dueen,  you  see  a  little  withered  old 
man  by  a  wood-side  opening  a  wicket,  a  giant,  and  a  dwarf  lag^ 
ging  hi  behind,  a  damsel  in  a  boat  upon  an  enchanted  lake, 
wood-nymphs,  and  satyrs ;  and  all  of  a  sudden  you  are  transport- 
ed into  a  lofty  palace,  with  tapers  burning,  amidst  knights  and 
ladies,  with  dance  and  revelry,  and  song,  '<  and  mask,  and  an- 
tique pageantry."  What  can  be  more  solitary,  more  shut  up  in 
itself,  than  his  description  of  the  house  of  Sleep,  to  which  Archi- 
mago  sends  for  a  dream: 

"  And,  more  to  lull  him  in  his  slumber  soft, 

A  trickling  stream  from  high  rock  tumbling  down, 
And  ever-drizzling  rain  upon  the  loft, 

Mix'd  with  a  murmuring  wind,  much  like  the  sound 
Of  swaiming  bees,  did  cast  him  in  a  swound. 
No  other  noise,  nor  people's  troublous  cries. 
That  still  are  wont  t'  annoy  the  walled  town, 
Might  there  be  heard ;  but  careless  quiet  lies 
Wrapt  in  eternal  silence,  fkr  from  enemies." 

It  is  as  if  the  honey-heavy  dew  of  slumber"  had  settled  on  his 
pen  in  writing  these  lines.  How  difierent  in  the  subject  (and 
yet  how  like  in  beauty)  is  the  following  description  of  the  Bower 
of  Bliss: 

*<  Eftsoones  they  heard  a  most  melodious  sound 
Of  all  that  mote  delight  a  dainty  ear ; 
Such  as  at  once  might  not  on  living  ground, 
Sttve  in  this  Paradise,  be  heaid  elsewheEe: 
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Right  huU  it  was  for  wi^t  which  did  it  hear 
To  tell  what  manner  mnncke  that  mote  he 

For  all  that  pleasing  is  to  living  eare 
Was  there  consorted  in  one  harmonie ; 
Birds,  yoices,  instroments,  windea,  waters,  all  agree. 

The  jo^rons  Inrdes  shrouded' in  chearefoll  shade 

Their  notes  unto  the  voice  attempred  sweet : 
The  angelical  soft  trembling  voices  made 

To  th'  instruments  divine  respondence  meet. 
The  sOver  sounding  instruments  did  meet 

With  the  base  murmur  of  the  water's  fidl ; 
The  water's  fail  with  difference  discreet, 

Now  soft,  now  loud,  unto  the  wind  did  call ; 
The  gentle  warbling  wind  low  answered  to  all." 

The  remainder  of  the  passage  has  all  that  yoluptaous  pathos, 
and  languid  brilliancy  of  fancy,  in  which  this  writer  excelled : 

"  The  whiles  some  one  did  chaunt  this  lovely  lay ; 
Ah !  see,  whoso  fayre  thing  dost  fain  to  see, 
In  springing  flower  the  image  of  thy  day  I 

Ah  I  see  the  virgin  rose,  how  sweetly  she 
Doth  first  peep  forth  vnth  bashful  modesty. 

That  fairer  seems  the  less  ye  see  her  may ! 
Lo !  see  soon  after  how  more  bold  and  free 
Her  bared  bosom  she  doth  broad  display ; 
Lo !  see  soon  after,  how  she  fades  and  falls  away ! 

So  passeth  in  the  passiDg  of  a  day 

Of  mortal  life  the  leaf,  the  bud,  the  flower ; 
Ne  more  doth  flourish  after  first  decay. 

That  erst  was  sought,  to  deck  both  bed  and  liower 
Of  many  a  lady  and  many  a  paramour ! 

Gather  therefore  the  rose  whilst  yet  is  prime. 
For  soon  comes  age  that  will  her  pride  deflower ; 

Grather  the  rose  of  love  whilst  yet  is  time, 
Whilst  loving  thou  mayest  loved  be  vnth  equal  crime  * 

He  ceased ;  and  then  gan  all  the  quire  of  birds 

Their  divers  notes  to  attune  unto  his  lay, 
As  in  approvance  of  his  pleasing  wordes. 

The  constant  pair  heard  all  that  .he  did  say. 
Yet  swerved  not,  but  kept  their  forward  way 

*  Taken  firom  TaMo. 
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Through  many  eovert  groves  and  thicketo  doie, 
In  which  they  creeping  did  at  last  display* 
That  wanton  lady  with  her  lover  loose, 
Whose  sleepy  head  she  in  her  lap  did  soft  dispose. 

Upon  a  bed  of  roses  she  was  laid, 

As  faint  through  heat,  or  dight  to  pleasant  nn ; 
And  was  arrayed  or  rather  disarrayed, 

All  in  a  veil  of  silk  and  silver  thin, 
That  hid  no  whit  her  alabaster  skin, 

But  rather  shewed  more  white,  if  more  might  be : 
More  subtle  web  Arachne  cannot  spin  \ 

Nor  the  fine  nets,  which  oft  we  woven  see 
Of  scorched  dew,  do  not  in  the  air  more  lightly  flee. 

Her  snowy  breast  was  bare  to  greedy  spoil. 

Of  hungry  eyes  which  n'  ote  therewith  be  fiU'd, 
And  yet  through  languor  of  her  late  sweet  toil 

Few  drops  more  clear  than  nectar  forth  distill'd, 
That  like  pure  Orient  perles  adown  it  trill'd ; 

And  her  fair  eyes  sweet  smiling  in  delight 
Moisten'd  their  fiery  beams,  with  which  she  thrili'd 

Frail  hearts,  yet  quenched  not ;  like  starry  light, 
Which,  sparkling  on  the  silent  waves,  does  seem  more  bright'* 

The  finest  things  in  Spenser  are,  the  character  of  Una,  in  the 
first  book ;  the  House  of  Pride ;  the  Cave  of  Mammon,  and  the 
Cave  of  Despair ;  the  account  of  Memory,  of  whom  it  is  said, 
among  other  things, 

<*  The  wars  he  well  remembered  of  King  Nine, 
Of  old  Assaracus  and  Inachus  divine;" 

the  description  of  Belphosbe ;  the  story  of  Florimel  and  the 
Witch's  son  j  the  Gardens  of  Adonis,  and  the  Bower  of  Bliss ; 
the  Mask  of  Cupid  i  and  Colin  Clout's  vision,  in  the  last  book. 
But  some  people  will  say  that  all  this  may  be  very  fine,  but 
that  they  cannot  understand  it  on  account  of  the  allegory.  They 
are  afiraid  of  the  allegory  as  if  they  thought  it  would  bite  them : 
they  look  at  it  as  a  child  looks  at  a  painted  dragon,  and  think 
it  will  strangle  them  in  its  shining  folds.     This  is  very  idle. 

*  This  word  is  an  instance  of  those  tmwarrantable  fireedoms  which  Spen* 
I  took  with  langnagv. 
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If  they  do  not  meddle  with  the  allegory,  the  allegory  will  not 
meddle  with  them.  Without  minding  it  at  all,  the  whole  is  as 
plain  as  a  pike-staff  It  might  as  well  be  pretended  that  we 
cannot  see  Poussin's  pictures  for  the  allegory,  as  that  the  allego- 
ry prevents  us  from  understanding  Spenser.  For  instance, 
when  Britomart,  seated  amidst  the  young  warriors,  lets  &11  her 
hair  and  disedvers  her  sex,  is  it  necessary  to  know  the  part  she 
plays  in  the  allegory,  to  understand  the  beauty  of  the  following 
stanza? 

"  And  eke  that  stranger  knight  amongst  the  rest 

Was  for  like  need  enforc'd  to  disarray, 
Tho*  when  as  vaUed  was  her  lofty  crest, 

Her  golden  locks  that  were  in  trammels  gay 
Upbounden,  did  themselves  adown  display. 

And  raught  unto  her  heels  like  sunny  beams 
That  in  a  cloud  their  light  did  long  time  stay ; 

Their  vapour  faded,  shew  their  golden  gleams. 
And  thrdugh  the  persant  air  shoot  forth  their  azure  streams." 

Or  is  there  any  mystery  in  what  is  said  of  Belphoebe,  that  her 
hair  was  sprinkled  with  flowers  and  blossoms  which  had  been 
entangled  in  it  as  she  fled  through  the  woods  ?  Or  is  it  neces- 
sary to  have  a  more  distinct  idea  of  Proteus  than  that  which  is 
given  of  him  in  his  boat,  with  the  frighted  Florimel  at  his  feet, 
while 

« the  odd  icicles  fipom  his  rough  beazd 

Dropped  adown  upon  her  snowy  breast !'' 

Or  is  it  not  a  sufficient  account  of  one  of  the  sea-gods,  that  pass 
by  them,  to  say — 

**  That  was  Arion  crowned  :-- 
So  went  he  playing  im  the  watery  plain." 

Or  to  take  the  Procession  of  the  Passions  that  draw  the  coach 
of  Pride,  in  which  the  figures  of  Idleness,  of  Gluttony,  of  Lech- 
ery, of  Avarice,  of  Envy,  and.  of  Wrath  speak,  one  should  think, 
plain  enough  for  themselves ;  such  as  this  of  Gluttony : 


"  And  by  his  side  rode  loathsome  Gluttony^ 
Deformed  creature,  on  a  filthy  swine; 
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His  bdly  was  up  blown  with  luxury ; 

And  eke  with  fiitneBS  iwoUen  were  his  ^yne; 
And  like  a  crane  his  neck  was  long  and  fine, 
With  which  he  swallowed  up  excesaiTe  feast, 
For  want  whereof  poor  people  oft  did  pine. 

In  green  vine  leaves  he  was  right  fitly  clad: 

For  other  clothes  ho  could  not  wear  for  heat ; 
And  on  his  head  an  i^T^  garland  had, 

From  under  which  fast  trickled  down  the  sweat : 
Still,  as  he  rode,  he  somewhat  still  did  eat 
And  in  his  hand  did  bear  a  boozing  can, 
Of.  which  he  supt  so  oft  that  on  his  seat 
His  drunken  corse  he  scarce  upholden  can; 
In  shape  and  size  more  like  «  monster  than  a  man." 

Or  this  of  Lechery: 

*'  And  next  to  him  rode  lustftill  Lechery 
Upon  a  bearded  goat,  whose  rugged  hair 
And  whaly  eyes  (the  sign  of  jealousy) 

Was  like  the  person's  self  whom  he  did  bear : 
Who  rough  and  black  and  filthy  did  appear. 

Unseemly  man  to  please  fair  lady's  eye : 
Yet  he  of  ladies  oft  was  loved  dear. 
When  fairer  faces  were  bid  standen  by : 
O !  who  does  know  the  bent  of  womigi's  fimtaayl 

In  a  green  gown  he  clothed  was  ft^ll  fitir, 

Which  undemeath  did  hide  his  filthiness ; 
And  in  his  hand  a  burning  heart  he  bare, 

Full  of  vain  follies  and  new  fangleness ; 
For  he  was  fiilse  and  fraught  with  fickleness ; 

And  learned  had  to  love  with  secret  looks ; 
And  well  could  dance ;  an4  sing  wi(h  ruefulness; 

And  fortunes  tell ;  and  read  in  lo^ripg  books ; 
And  thousand  other  wsys  to  |)ait  his  flefhly  hooks, 

Inconstant  man  thi^t  k>ve4  all  he  saw, 

And  lusted  after  all  tiiai^  he  did  love  ] 
Ne  would  his  looser  lift  be  tied  to  law; 

But  joyed  weak  woolen's  hearts  to  tempt  and  prove, 
If  from  their  loyal  loves  he  might  them  move." 

This  is  pretty  plain-spoken.    Mr.  Southey  says,  of  Spenser, 
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"  Yet  not  mom  sweet 
Than  pure  was  he,  and  not  more  pure  than  win; 
High  piiert  of  all  the  Musee'  myateries !'' 

On  the  contrary,  no  one  was  nM>re  apt  to  pry  into  mysteries 
which  do  not  strictly  belong  to  the  Muses. 

Of  the  same  kind  with  the  Procession  of  the  Passions,  as  little 
obscure,  and  still  more  beautiful,  is  the  Mask  of  Cupid,  with  his 
train  of  votaries : 

**  The  fint  waa  Fancy,  like  a  lovely  boy 
Of  rare  aspect,  and  beauty  without  peer; 

His  garment  neither  was  of  silk  nor  say, 

But  painted  plumes  in  goodly  orf|er  dight, 
Like  as  the  sun-biin^t  Indians  do  array 

Their  tawny  bodies  in  their  proudest  plight : 
As  those  same  plumes  so  seem'd  he  vain  and  light, 

That  by  his  gait  might  easily  appear; 
For  still  he  fiur'd  as  dancing  in  delight, 

And  in  his  hand  a  windy  fan  did  bear 
That  in  the  idle  air  his  mov'd  still  here  and  there. 

And  him  beside  marcVd  amorjQUS  Desire, 

Who  seem'd  of  riper  years  than  the  other  swain. 
Yet  was  that  other  swain  this  elder's  sire, 

And  gave  him  being,  common  to  them  twain : 
His  garment  was  disguised  very  vain, 

An4  ^  embroidered  bonnet  sat  awry  { 
rrwizt  bpth  his  hands  few  sparks  he  close  did  strain, 

Which  still  he  blew,  and  kindled  busily, 
I'jiat  soon  they  life  conceiv'd  and  forth  in  flames  did  fly. 

N^xt  after  him  went  Doubt,  who  w^s  yelad 

In  a  jdiscolour'd  coat  of  strange  disguise, 
That  at  his  back  a  broad  capuccio  had. 

And  flexes  depen4ant  Albanese^wise  f 
He  lookt  as^Lew  with  his  mistrustful  eyes. 

And  nicely  tro^,  as  thorns  lay  in  his  way, 
Or  that  the  floor  to  shrink  he  ctid  aviso ; 

And  on  a  broken  ri^d  he  still  did  stay 
His  feeble  steps,  which  shrunk  when  hard  thereon  he  lay. 

With  him  went  Daunger,  cloth'd  in  ragged  weed. 
Made  of  bear's  akin,  that  him  more  dreadftU  made; 
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Yet  hk  own  face  was  dreadfully  ne  did  need 
Strange  horror  to  deform  his  grialy  shade ; 

A  net  in  th'  one  hand,  and  a  maty  hlade 
In  th'  other  was ;  this  Mischiefe,  that  Mishap ; 

With  th'  one  his  foes  he  threat'ned  to  inyade, 
With  th'  other  he  his  friends  meant  to  enwrap; 
For  whom  he  could  not  kill  he  practb'd  to  entrap. 

Next  him  was  Fear,  all  arm'd  from  top  to  toe, 

Yet  thought  himselfe  not  safe  enough  thereby. 
But  fear'd  each  shadow  moving  to  and  fro ; 

And  his  own  arms  when  glittering  he  did  spy 
Or  clashing  heard,  he  fost  away  did  fly, 

As  ashes  pale  of  hue,  and  winged-heel'd; 
And  evermore  on  Daunger  fixt  his  eye, 

'Gkdnst  whom  he  always  bent  a  brazen  shield, 
Which  his  right  hand  unarmed  fearftiUy  did  wield. 

With  him  went  Hope,  in  rank  a  handsome  maid, 

Of  chearfuU  look  and  lovely  to  behold  \ 
In  silken  samite  she  was  light  array'd. 

And  her  fair  locks  were  woven  up  in  gold ; 
She  always  smil'd,  and  in  her  hand  did  hold 

An  holy-water  sprinkled  dipt  in  dew, 
With  which  she  sprinkled  favours  manifold 

On  whom  she  list,  and  did  great  liking  shew, 
Great  liking  unto  many,  but  true  love  to  few. 

Next  after  them,  the  winged  God  himself 

Came  riding  on  a  lion  ravenous, 
Taught  to  obey  the  menage  of  that  elfe 

That  man  and  beast  with  power  imperious 
Subdueth  to  his  kingdom  tyrannous : 

His  blindfold  eyes  he  bade  awhile  unbind ; 
That  his  proud  spoil  of  that  same  dolorous 

Fair  dame  he  might  behold  in  perfect  kind ; 
Which  seen,  he  much  rejoiced  in  his  cruel  mind. 

Of  which  full  proud,  himself  uprearing  high, 

He  looked  round  about  with  stem  disdainj 
And  did  survey  his  goodly  company : 

And,  marshalling  the  evil-^irdered  train, 
With  that  the  darts  which  his  right  hand  did  strain, 

Full  dreadfully  he  shodc,  that  all  did  quake, 
And  clapt  on  high  his  colour'd  winges  twain. 

That  all  his  many  it  afraid  did  make : 
Tho'  blinding  him  again,  he  his  way  forth  did  take." 
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The  description  of  Hope,  in  this  series  of  historical  portraits,  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  Spenser :  and  the  triumph  of  Cupid, 
at  the  mischief  he  has  made,  is  worthy  of  the  malicious  urchin 
deity.  In  reading  these  descriptions,  one  cnn  hardly  avoid  being 
reminded  of  Rubens's  allegorical  pictures ;  but  the  account  of 
Satyrane's  taming  the  lion'^  whelps  and  lugging  the  bear's  cubs 
along  in  his  arms  while  yet  an  infant,  whom  his  mother  so 
naturally  advises  to  "  go  seek  some  other  play-fellows,"  has  even 
more  of  this  high  picturesque  character.  Nobody  but  Rubens 
could  have  painted  the  fancy  of  Spenser ;  and  he  could  not  have 
given  the  sentiment,  the  airy  dream  that  hovers  over  it ! 

With  all  this,  Spenser  neither  makes  us  laugh  nor  weep. 
The  only  jest  in  his  poem  is  an  allegorical  play  upon  words, 
where  he  describes  Malbecco  as  escaping  in  the  herd  of  goats, 
"  by  the  help  of  his  fa3rre  horns  on  hight."  But  he  has  been 
unjustly  charged  with  a  want  of  passion  and  of  strength.  He 
has  both  in  an  immense  degree.  He  has  not  indeed  the  pathos 
of  immediate  action  or  suffering,  which  is  more  properly  the 
dramatic ;  but  he  has  all  the  pathos  of  sentiment  and  romance — 
all  that  belongs  to  distant  objects  of  terror,  and  uncertain,  ima- 
ginary distress.  His  strength,  in  like  manner,  is  not  strength 
of  will  or  action,  of  bone  and  muscle,  nor  is  it  coarse  and  palpa- 
ble— ^but  it  assumes  a  character  of  vastness  and  sublimity  seen 
through  the  same  visionary  medium,  and  blended  with  the  ap- 
palling associations  of  preternatural  agency.  We  need  only 
turn,  in  proof  of  this,  to  the  Cave  of  Despair,  or  the  Cave  of 
Mammon,  or  to  the  account  of  the  change  of  Malbecco  into 
Jealousy.  The  foUow^ing  stanzas,  in  the  description  of  the  Cave 
of  Mammon,  the  grisly  house  of  Plutus,  are  unrivalled  for  the 
portentous  massiness  of  the  forms,  the  splendid  chiaro-scuro,  and 
shadowy  horror. 

"  That  house's  form  within  was  rude  and  strong, 

Like  an  huge  cave  hewn  out  of  rocky  cliil, 
From  whose  rough  vault  the  ragged  breaches  hung, 

Embossed  with  massy  gold  of  glorious  gift, 
And  with  rich  metal  loaded  every  rift, 

That  heairy  ruin  they  did  seem  to  threat : 
And  over  them  Arachne  high  did  lift 
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Her  «in«iwg  web,  and  sprnd  her  saVde  net, 
Enwnpped  in  finil  smoke,  and  doods  more  black  than  jcL 

BoUi  nof  and  fleor,  and  walk  were  all  of  gold, 

Bat  oreigrown  with  doet  and  old  deeaj  * 
And  hid  in  darkneaa  that  none  could  behold 

The  hue  thereof :  for  view  ofi'cheerfiildaj 
Did  neyer  in  ^hat  house  itself  display, 

But  a  faint  shadow  of-  uncertain  light ; 
Such  as  a  lamp  whose  light  doth  ftde  away ; 

Or  as  the  moon  clothed  with  doody  night 
Does  show  to  him  that  walks  in  &ar  and  sad  affinght 

And  over  all  sad  Horror  with  grim  hue 

Did  always  soar,  beating  his  iron  wings ; 
And  after  him  owls  and  night-ravens  flew, 

The  hatefiil  messengers  of  heavy  things, 
Of  death  and  dolour  telling  sad  tidings ; 

Whiles  sad  CeUeno,  sitting  on  a  dift, 
A  song  of  bitter  bale  and  sorrow  ongs, 

That  heart  of  flint  asunder  could  have  lift ; 
Which  having  ended,  after  him  she  fiieth  swift." 

The  Cave  of  Despair  is  described  with  equal  gloominess  and 
power  of  fancy ;  and  the  fine  moral  declamation  of  the  owner  of 
it,  on  the  evils  of  life,  almost  makes  one  in  love  with  death.  In 
the  story  of  Malbecco,  who  is  hunted  by  Jealousy,  and  in  vain 
strives  to  run  away  from  his  own  thoughts — 

<*  High  over  hOl  and  over  dale  he  flies"— 

the  truth  of  human  passion  and  the  preternatural  ending  are 
equally  striking. — ^It  is  not  fair  to  compare  Spenser  with  Shak- 
speare,  in  point  of  interest  A  fairer  comparison  would  be  with 
Comus ;  and  the  result  would  not  be  unfavourable  to  Spenser. 
There  is  only  one  work  of  the  same  allegorical  kind,  which 
has  more  interest  than  Spenser  (with  scarcely  less  imagination :) 
and  that  is  the  Pilgrim's  Progress.  The  three  first  books  of 
the  Faery  dueen  are  very  superior  to  the  three  last     One 

*  "  That  all  with  one  consent  praise  neW-bom  gand% 
Tho'  they  are  made  and  moolded  of  things  past, 
And  give  to  Dost  that  ia  a  little  gilt, 
More  land  than  gold  o'er-dnsted." 

T^rtrilms  imd  Otmda, 
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would  thmk  that  Pope,  who  used  to  ask  if  any  one  had  ever 
read  the  Faery  Glueen  through,  had  only  dipped  into  these  last 
The  only  things  in  them  equal  to  the  former  are  the  account 
of  Talus,  the  Iron  Man,  and  the  delightful  episode  of  Pastorella. 

The  language  of  Spenser  is  full,  and  copious,  to  overflowing :    ( 
it  is  less  pure  and  idiomatic  than  Chaucer's,  and  is  enriched  / 
and  adorned  with  phrases  horrowed  from  the  different  languages  I 
of  Europe,  both  ancient  and  modem.     He  was,  probably,  se-J 
duced  into  a  certain  license  of  expression  by  the  difficulty  of 
filling  up  the  moulds  of  his  complicated  rh3rmed  stanza  form 
the   limited  resources  of  his  native  language.     This  stanza, 
with  alternate  and  repeatedly  recurring  rhymes,  is  borrowed 
from  the  Italians.     It  was  peculiarly  fitted  to  their  langaugei 
which  abounds  in  similar  vowel  terminations,  and  is  as  little 
adapted  to  ours,  from  the  stubborn,  unaccommodating  resistance 
which  the  consonant  endings  of  the  northern  languages  make 
to  this  sort  of  endless  sing-song. — Not  that  I  would  on  that  ac- 
count part  with  the  stanza  of  Spencer.     We  are,  perhaps, 
indebted  to  this  very  necessity  of  finding  out  new .  forms  of  ex- 
pression, and  to  the  occasional  faults  to  which  it  led,  for  a  po- 
etical language,  rich  and  varied  and  magnificent  beyond  all 
former,  and  almost  all  later,  example.     His  versification  is,  at^^ 
once,  the  most  smooth  and  the  most  sounding  in  the  language.   \ 
It  is  a  labyrinth  of  sweet  sounds,  "  in  many  a  winding  bout  of    1 
linked  sweetness  long  drawn  out," — that  would  cloy  by  their    f 
very  sweetness,  but  that  the  ear  is  constantly  relieved  and  en- 
chanted by  their  continued  variety  of  modulation — dwelling  on  i 
the  pauses  of  the  action,  or  flowing  on  in  a  fuller  tide  of  harmoj 
ny  with  the  movement  of  the  sentiment.     It  has  not  the  bold 
dramatic  transitions  of  Shakspeare*s  blank  verse,  nor  the  high- 
raised  tone  of  Milton's ;  but  it  is  the  perfection  of  melting  har^ 
mony,  dissolving  the  soul  in  pleasure,  or  holding  it  captive  in  ' 
the  chains  of  suspense.     Spenser  was  the  poet  of  our  waking 
dreams ;  and  he  has  invented  not  only  a  language,  but  a  music 
of  his  own  for  them.     The  undulations  are  infinite,  like  those 
of  the  waves  of  the  sea :  but  the  effect  is  still  the  same,  lulling 
the  senses  into  a  deep  oblivion  of  the  jarring  noises  of  the 
world,  from  which  we  have  no  wish  to  be  ever  recalled. 
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LECTURE  IIL 

ON  SHAKSPEA&E  AND   MILTON. 

In  looking  back  to  the  great  works  of  genius  in  former  times, 
we  are  sometimes  disposed  to  wonder  at  the  little  progress 
which  has  since  been  made  in  poetry,  and  in  the  arts  of  imita- 
tion in  general.  But  this  is  perhaps  a  foolish  wonder.  No- 
thing can  be  more  contrary  to  the  fact,  than  the  supposition  that 
in  what  we  understand  by  the  fint  artSj  as  painting,  and  poetry, 
relative  perfection  is  only  the  result  of  repeated  efforts  in  suc- 
cessive periods,  and  that  what  has  been  once  well  done,  con- 
stantly leads  to  something  better.  What  is  mechanical,  reduci- 
ble to  rule,  or  capable  of  demonstration,  is  progressive,  and 
admits  of  gradual  improvement :  what  is  not  mechanical,  or 
definite,  but  depends  on  feeling,  taste,  and  genius,  very  soon  be- 
comes stationary,  or  retrograde,  and  loses  more  than  it  gains  by 
transfusion.  The  contrary  opinion  is  a  vulgar  error,  which  has 
grown  up,  like  many  others,  from  transferring  an  analogy  of 
one  kind  to  something  quite  distinct,  i^ithout  taking  into  the 
account  the  difference  in  the  nature  of  the  things,  or  attending 
to  the  difference  of  the  results.  For  most  persons,  finding  what 
wonderful  advances  have  been  made  in  biblical  criticism,  in 
ehemistry,  in  mechanics,  in  geometry,  astronomy,  &c.,  i.  e.  in 
things  depending  on  mere  enquiry  and  experiment,  or  on  ab- 
solute demonstration,  have  been  led  hastily  to  conclude  that 
there  was  a  general  tendency  in  the  efforts  of  the  human  in- 
tellect to  improve  by  repetition,  and,  in  all  other  arts  and  institu- 
tions, to  grqw  perfect  and  mature  by  time.  We  look  back 
%pon  the  theological  creed  of  our  ancestors,  and  their  discove- 
ries in  natural  philosophy,  with  a  smile  of  pity :  science,  and 
the  arts  connected  with  it,  have  all  had  their  infancy,  t^.eir 
youth,  and  manhood,  and  seem  to  contain  in  them  no  principle 
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of  limitation  or  decay:  and,  enquiring  no  farther  about  the 
matter,  we  infer,  in  the  intoxication  of  bur  pride,  and  the  height 
of  our  self-congratulation,  that  the  same  progress  has  been 
made,  and  will  continue  to  be  made,  in  all  other  things  which 
are  the  work  of  man.  The  &ct,  however,  stares  us  so  plainly 
in  the  face  that  one  would  think  the  smallest  reflection  must 
suggest  the  truth,  and  orertum  our  sanguine  theories.  The 
greatest  poets,  the  ablest  orators,  the  best  painters,  and  the  finest 
sculptors  that  the  world  ever  saw,  appeared  soon  after  the  birth 
of  these  arts,  and  lived  in  a  state  of  society  which  was,  in  other 
respects,  comparatively  barbarous.  Those  arts,  which  depend 
on  individual  genius  and  incommunicable  power,  have  always 
leaped  at  once  from  infancy  to  manhood,  from  the  first  rude 
dawn  of  invention  to  their  meridian  height  and  dazzling  lustre, 
and  have  in  general  decHned  ever  after.  This  is  the  peculiar 
distinction  and  privilege  of  each,  of  science  and  of  art  :--of  the 
one,  never  to  attain  its  utmost  linut  of  perfection ;  and  of  the 
other,  to  arrive  at  it  almost  at  once.  Homer,  Chaucer,  Spenser, 
Shakspeare,  Dante,  and  Ariosto,  (Milton  alone  was  of  a  later 
age,  and  not  the  worse  for  it) — Raphael,  Titian,  Michael  An- 
gelo,  Correggio,  Cervantes,  and  Boccaccio,  the  Greek  sculptors 
and  tragedians, — all  lived  near  the  beginning  of  their  arts — 
perfected,  and  all  but  created,  them.  These  giant-sons  of  genius 
stand  indeed  upon  the  earth,  but  they  tower  above  their  fellows  ^ 
and  the  long  line  of  their  successors,  in  dififerent  ages,  does  not 
interpose  any  object  to  obstruct  their  view,  or  lessen  their  bright- 
ness. In  strength  and  stature  they  are  unrivalled ;  in  grace 
and  beauty  they  have  not  been  surpassed.  Xn  after  ages  and 
more  refined  periods  (as  they  are  called,)  great  men  have  arisen 
one  by  one,  as  it  were  by  throes  and  at  intervals ;  though  in 
general,  the  best  of  these  cultivated  and  artificial  minds  were 
of  an  inferior  order ;  as  Tasso  and  Pope,  among  poets ;  Guide 
and  Vandyke,  among  painters.  But  in  the  earlier  stages  of 
the  arts,  as  soon  as  the  first  mechanical  difficulties  had  been  got 
over,  and  the  language  was  sufficiently  acquired,  they  rose  by 
clusters,  and  in  constellations,  never  so  to  rise  again  1 

The  arts  of  painting  and  poetry  are  conversant  with  the  world 
of  thought  within  us,  and  with  the  world  of  sense  around  us— 
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with  what  we  know,  and  see,  and  feel  intimately.  They 
flow  from  the  sacred  shrine  of  our  own  breasts,  and  are  kindled 
at  the  living  lamp  of  nature.  But  the  pulse  of  the  passions  as* 
soredly  beat  as  high,  the  depths  and  soundings  of  the  human 
heart  were  as  well  understood,  three  thousand  or  three  hundred 
years  ago  as  they  are  at  present :  the  face  of  nature  and  ''  the 
human  face  divine"  shone  as  bright  then  as  they  have  ever  done. 
But  it  is  thdr  light,  reflected  by  true  genius  on  art,  that  marks 
out  its  path  before  it,  and  sheds  a  glory  round  the  Muses'  feet 
like  that  which 

"  Circled  Una's  angel  face, 
And  made  a  sunshine  in  the  shady  place.'* 

The  four  greatest  names  in  English  poetry,  are  almost  the 
four  first  we  come  to — Chaucer,  Spenser,  Shakspeare,  and  Mil- 
ton. There  are  no  others  that  can  really  be  put  in  competitio 
with  these.  The  two  last  have  had  justice  done  them  by  the 
voice  of  common  fame.  Their  names  are  blazoned  in  the  very 
firmament  of  reputation  ;  while  the  two  first,  (though  "  the  fault 
has  been  more  in  their  stars  than  in  themselves,  that  they  are 
underlings")  either  never  emerged  far  above  the  horizon,  or 
were  too  soon  involved  in  the  obscurity  of  time.  The  three  first 
of  these  are  excluded  from  Dr.  Johnson's  Lives  of  the  Poets 
(Shakspeare  indeed  is  so  from  the  dramatic  form  of  his  composi- 
tions :)  and  the  fourth,  Milton,  is  admitted  with  a  reluctant  and 
churlish  welcome. 

In  comparing  these  four  writers  together,  it  might  be  said  that 
Chaucer  excels  as  the  poet  of  manners,  or  of  real  life ;  Spenser, 
as  the  poet  of  romance ;  Shakspeare,  as  the  poet  of  nature  (in 
Iftie  largest  use  of  the  term ;)  and  Milton,  as  the  poet  of  morality. 
Chaucer  most  frequently  describes  things  as  they  are ;  Spenser, 
as  we  wish  them  to  be ;  Shakspeare,  as  they  would  be ;  and 
Milton,  as  they  ought  to  be.  As  poets,  and  as  great  poets,  ima- 
gination, that  is,  the  power  of  feigning  things  according  to  na- 
ture, was  common  to  them  all:  but  the  principle  or  moving 
power,  to  which  this  faculty  was  most  subservient  in  Chaucer, 
was  habit,  or  inveterate  prejudice ;  in  Spenser,  novelty,  and  the 
love  of  the  marvellous ;  in  Shakspeare,  it  was  the  force  of  paft* 
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8ion,  combined  with  every  variety  of  possible  circumstances; 
and  in  Milton,  only  with  the  highest  The  characteristic  of 
Chaucer  is  intensity ;  of  Spenser,  remoteness ;  of  Milton,  eleva- 
tion ;  of  Shakspeare,  everything.  It  has  been  said,  by  some 
critic,  that  Shakspeare  was  distinguished  from  the  other  drama- 
tic writers  of  his  day  only  by  his  wit ;  that  they  had  all  his  other 
qualities  but  that ;  that  one  writer  had  as  much  sense,  another 
as  much  fancy,  another  as  much  knowkdge  of  character,  an* 
other  the  same  depth  of  passion,  and  another  as  great  a  power 
of  language.  This  statement  is  not  true ;  nor  is  the  inference 
from  it  well-founded,  even  if  it  were.  This  person  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  aware  that,  upon  his  own  showing,  the  great 
distinction  of  Shakspeare's  genius  was  its  virtually  including  the 
genius  of  all  the  great  men  of  his  age,  and  not  his  differing  from 
them  in  one  accidental  particular.  But  to  have  done  with  such 
minute  and  literal  trifling. 

The  striking  peculiarity  of  Shakspeare's  mind  was  its  generic 
quality,  its  power  of  communication  with  all  other  minds — so 
that  it  contained  a  universe  of  thought  and  feeling  within  itself, 
and  had  no  one  peculiar  bias,  or  exclusive  excellence  more  than 
another.  He  was  just  like  any  other  man,  but  that  he  was  like 
all  other  men.  He  was  the  least  of  an  egotist  that  it  was  possi- 
ble to  be.  He  was  nothing  in  himself;  but  he  was  all  that 
others  were,  or  that  they  could  become.  He  not  only  had  in 
himself  the  germs  of  every  faculty  and  feeling,  but  he  could  fol- 
low them  by  anticipation,  intuitively,  into  all  their  conceivable 
ramifications,  through  every  change  of  fortune  or  conflict  of 
passion,  or  turn  of  thought  He  "  had  a  mind  reflecting  ages 
past,"  and  present : — all  the  people  that  ever  lived  are  there. 
There  was  no  respect  of  persons  with  him.  His  genius  shone 
equally  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  on  the  wise  and  on  the 
foolish,  the  monarch  and  the  beggar :  ^'  All  corners  of  the  earth, 
kings,  queens,  and  states,  maids,  matrons,  nay,  the  secrets  of  the 
grave,''  are  hardly  hid  from  his  searching  glance.  He  was  like 
the  genius  of  humanity,  changing  places  with  all  of  us  at  plea- 
ture^  and  playing  with  our  purposes  as  with  his  own.  He 
turned  the  globe  round  for  his  amusement,  and  surveyed  tha 
generations  of.  men,  and  the  individuals  as  they  passed,  with 
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their  different  concerns,  passions,  follies,  vices,  virtues,  actions^ 
and  motives — as  well  those  that  they  knew,  as  those  which  they 
did  not  know  or  acknowledge  to  themselves  The  dreams  of 
childhood,  the  ravings  of  despair,  were  the  toys  of  his  fancy.  Airy 
beings  waited  at  his  call,  and  came  at  his  bidding.  Harmless 
fairies  ^  nodded  to  him,  and  did  him  curtesies :"  and  the  night- 
hag  bestrode  the  blast  at  the  command  of  '<  his  so  potent  art." 
The  world  of  spirits  lay  open  to  him,  like  the  world  of  real  men 
and  women :  and  there  is  the  same  truth  in  his  delineations  of 
the  6ne  as  of  the  other ;  for  if  the  preternatural  characters  he 
describes  could  be  supposed  to  exist,  they  would  speak,  and  feel 
and  act,  as  he  makes  them.  He  had  only  to  think  of  anything 
in  order  to  become  that  thing,  with  all  the  circumstances  be- 
longing to  it.  When  he  conceived  of  a  character,  whether  real 
or  imaginary,  he  not  only  entered  into  all  its  thoughts  and  feel- 
ings, but  seemed  instantly,  and  as  if  by  touching  a  secret  spring, 
to  be  surrounded  with  all  the  same  objects,  "  subject  to  the  same 
skyey  influences,"  the  same  local,  outward,  and  unforeseen  acci- 
dents which  would  occur  in  reality.  Thus  the  character  of 
Caliban  not  only  stands  before  us  with  a  language  and  manners 
of  its  own,  but  the  scenery  and  situation  of  the  enchanted  island 
he  inhabits,  the  traditions  of  the  place,  its  strange  noises,  its  hidden 
recesses,  "  his  frequent  haunts  and  ancient  neighborhood,"  are 
given  with  a  miraculous  truth  of  nature,  and  with  all  the  famil- 
iarity of  an  old  recollection.  The  whole  "  coheres  semblably 
together"  in  time,  place,  and  circumstance.  In  reading  this 
author,  you  do  not  merely  learn  what  his  characters  say, — you 
see  their  persons.  By  something  expressed  or  understood,  you 
are  at  no  loss  to  decipher  their  peculiar  physiognomy,  the  mean- 
ing of  a  look,  the  grouping,  the  by-play,  as  we  might  see  it  on 
the  stage.  A  word,  an  epithet  paints  a  whole  scene,  or  throws 
us  back  whole  years  in  the  history  of  the  person  represented. 
So  (as  it  has  been  ingeniously  remarked)  when  Prosper©  de- 
scribes himself  as  left  alone  ii^  the  boat  with  his  daughter,  the 
epithet  which  he  applies  to  her,  "  Me  and  thy  crying  self,"  flings 
the  imagination  instantly  back  from  the  grown  woman  to  die  help- 
less condition  of  infancy,  and  places  the  first  and  most  trying  scene 
of  his  misfortunes  before  us,  with  all  that  he  must  have  suffered 
f 
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in  the  interval.  How  well  the  silent  anguish  of  Macduff  is  con- 
veyed to  the  reader,  by  the  friendly  expostulation  of  Malcolm — 
"What!  man,  ne*er  pull  your  hat  upon  your  brows  1"  Again, 
Hamlet,  in  the  scene  with  Rosencrantz  and  Guildenstem,  some- 
what abruptly  concludes  his  fine  soliloquy  on  life  by  saying, 
"  Man  delights  not  me,  nor  woman  neither, — though  by  your 
smiles  you  seem  to  say  so."  Which  is  explained  by  their  an- 
swer— "  My  lord,  we  had  no  such  stuff  in  our  thoughts.  But 
we  smiled  to  think,  if  you  delight  not  in  man,  what  lenten  en- 
tertainment the  players  shall  receive  from  you  whom  we  met  on 
the  way :" — as  if  while  Hamlet  was  making  this  speech,  his 
two  old  schoolfellows  from  Wiltenburg  had  been  really  standing 
by,  and  he  had  seen  them  smiling  by  stealth,  at  the  idea  of  the 
players  crossing  their  minds.  It  is  not  "a  combination  and  a 
form"  of  words,  a  set  speech  or  two,  a  preconcerted  theory  of  a 
character,  that  will  do  this :  but  all  the  persons  concerned  must 
have  been  present  in  the  poet's  imagination,  as  at  a  kind  of  re- 
hearsal ;  and  whatever  would  have  passed  through  their  minds 
on  the  occasion,  and  have  been  observed  by  others,  passed  through 
his,  and  is  made  known  to  the  reader. — I  may  add  in  passing, 
that  Shakspeare  always  gives  the  best  directions  for  the  costume 
and  carriage  of  his  heroes.  Thus,  to  take  one  example,  Ophelia 
gives  the  following  account  of  Hamlet ;  and  as  Ophelia  had 
seen  Hamlet,  I  should  think  her  word  ought  to  be  taken  against 
that  of  any  modern  authority. 

"  Ophelia.    My  lord,  as  I  was  reading  in  my  closet^ 
Prince  Hamlet,  with  his  doublet  all  unbrac'd, 
No  hat  upon  his  head,  his  stockings  loose, 
Ungartered,  and  down-gyved  to  bis  ancle, 
Pale  as  his  shirt,  his  knees  knocking  each  other, 
And  with  a  look  so  piteous, 
As  if  he  had  been  sent  from  hell 
To  speak  of  horrors,  thus  he  comes  before  me. 

PdUmius.    Mad  for  thy  love ! 

Oph,    My  lord,  I  do  not  know, 
Bat  truly  I  do  fear  it. 

Pd.  What  said  he  1 

Oph,    He  took  me  by  the  wrist,  and  held  me  hard. 
Then  goes  he  to  the  length  of  all  his  arm ; 
And  with  his  other  hand  thus  o'er  his  brow, 

Digitized  by  VjQOQ IC 


56  OK  SHAKSPEARE  AND  MILTON.       [ubctdsi  m. 

He  ftUs  to  such  penual  of  my  face, 

As  be  would  draw  it :  long  staid  he  so; 

At  last  a  little  shaking  of  my  armi 

And  thrice  his  head  thus  waving  up  and  down, 

He  raised  a  sigh  so  piteous  and  profound, 

As  it  did  seem  to  shatter  all  his  bulk, 

And  end  his  being.    That  done,  he  lets  me  go. 

And,  with  his  head  over  his  shoulder  tum'd. 

He  seem'd  to  find  his  way  without  his  eyes; 

Fqr  out  of  doors  he  went  without  their  help. 

And  to  the  last  bended  their  hght  on  me/* 

AaU,,  Scene  1. 

liow,  after  this  airy,  fantastic  idea  of  irregular  grace  and  bewil- 
dered melancholy,  any  one  can  play  Hamlet,  as  we  have  seen  it 
played,  with  strut,  and  stare  and  antic  right-angled  sharp-pointed 
gestures,  it  is  difficult  to  say,  unless  it  be  that  Hamlet  is  not 
bound,  by  the  prompter's  cue,  to  study  the  part  of  Ophelia.  The 
account  of  Ophelia's  death*  begins  thus: 

"  There  is  a  willow  hanging  o'er  a  brook, 
That  shows  its  hoary  leaves  in  the  glassy  stream.'' — 

Now  this  is  an  instance  of  the  same  unconscious  power  of  mind 
which  is  as  true  to  nature  as  itself  The  leaves  of  the  willow 
are,  in  fact,  white  underneath,  and  it  is  this  part  of  them  which 
would  appear  "  hoary "  in  the  reflection  in  the  brook.  The  same 
sort  of  intuitive  power,  the  same  faculty  of  bringing  every  object 
in'nature,  whether  present  or  absent,  before  the  raind*s  eye,  is 
observable  in  the  speech  of  Cleopatra,  when  conjecturing  what 
were  the  employments  of  Antony  in  his  absence : — "  He's  speak- 
ing now,  or  murmuring,  Where's  my  serpent  of  old  Nile?"  How 
fine  to  make  Cleopatra  have  this  consciousness  of  her  own  char- 
acter, and  to  make  her  feel  that  it  is  this  for  which  Antony  is  in 
love  with  her !  She  says,  after  the  battle  of  Actium,  when  An- 
tony has  resolved  to  risk  another  fight,  "  It  is  my  birth-day ;  I 
had  thought  to  have  held  it  poor :  but  since  my  lord  is  Antony 
again.  Twill  be  Cleopatra."  What  other  poet  would  have 
thought  of  such  a  casual  resource  of  the  imagination,  or  would 
have  dared  to  avail  himself  of  it?  The  thing  happens  in  the 
play  as  it  might  have  happened  in  fact'    That  which,  perhaps, 
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more  than  anything  else  distinguishes  the  dramatic  productions 
of  Shakspeare  from  all  others,  is  this  wonderful  trudi  and  indi- 
viduality of  conception.  Each  of  his  characters  is  as  much  itself, 
and  as  absolutely  independent  of  the  rest,  as  well  as  of  the  au- 
thor, as  if  they  were  living  persons,  not  fictions  of  the  mind. 
The  poet  may  be  said,  for  the  time,  to  identify  himself  with  the 
character  he  wishes  to  represent,  and  to  pass  from  one  to  another, 
like  the  same  soul  successively  animating  different  bodies.  By 
an  art  like  that  of  the  ventriloquist,  he  throws  his  imagination 
out  of  himself,  and  makes  every  word  appear  to  proceed  fn»n 
the  mouth  of  the  person  in  whose  name  it  is  given.  His  plays 
alone  are  properly  expressions  of  the  passions,  not  descriptions 
of  them.  His  characters  are  real  beings  of  fiesh  and  blood ;  they 
speak  like  men,  not  like  authors.  One  might  suppose  that  he 
had  stood  by  at  the  time,  and  overheard  what  passed.  As  in  our 
dreams  we  hold  conversations  with  ourselves,  make  remarks,  or 
communicate  intelligence,  and  have  no  idea  of  the  answer  which 
we  shall  receive,  and  which  we  ourselves  make,  till  we  hear  it 
— so  the  dialogues  in  Shakspeare  are  carried  on  without  any 
consciousness  of  what  is  to  follow,  without  any  appearance  of 
preparation  or  premeditation.  The  gusts  of  passion  come  and 
go  like  sounds  of  music  borne  on  the  wind.  Nothing  is  made 
out  by  formal  inference  and  analogy,  by  climax  and  antithesis : 
all  comes,  or  seems  to  come,  immediately  from  nature.  Each 
object  and  circumstance  exists  in  his  mind,  as  it  would  have  ex- 
isted in  reality :  each  several  train  of  thought  and  feeling  goes 
on  of  itself  without  confusion  or  efibrt  In  the  world  of  his  im- 
agination, everything  has  a  life,  a  place,  and  being  of  its  own ! 

Chaucer's  characters  are  sufficiently  distinct  from  one  another, 
but  they  are  too  little  varied  in  themselves,  too  much  like  identi* 
cal  propositions.  They  are  consistent,  but  uniform ;  we  get  no 
new  idea  of  them  from  first  to  last ;  they  are  not  placed  in  dif- 
ferent lights,  nor  are  their  subordinate  traits  brought  out  in  new 
situations ;  they  are  like  portraits  or  physiognomical  studies,  with 
the  distinguishing  features  marked  with  inconceivable  truth  and 
precision,  but  that  preserve  the  same  unaltered  air  and  attitude. 
Shakspeare's  are  historical  figures,  equally  true  and  correct,  buli 
put  into  action^  where  every  nerve  and  muscle  is  displayed  in. 
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'the  struggle  with  others,  with  all  the  effect  of  collision  and  con- 
trast, with  every  variety  of  light  and  shade.  Chaucer*s  charac- 
ters are  narrative,  Shakspeare^s  dramatic,  Milton's  epic.  That  is, 
Chaucer  told  only  as  much  of  his  story  as  he  pleased,  as  was  re- 
quired for  a  particular  purpose.  He  answered  for  his  characters 
himself  In  Shakspeare  they  are  introduced  upon  the  stage,  are 
liable  to  be  asked  all  sorts  of  questions,  and  are  forced  to  answer 
for  themselves.  In  Chaucer  we  perceive  a  fixed  essence  of  char- 
acter. In  Shakspeare  there  is  a  continual  composition  and  de- 
composition of  its  elements,  a  fermentation  of  every  particle  in 
the  whole  mass,  by  its  alternate  affinity  or  antipathy  to  other 
principles  which  are  brought  in  contact  wit  it.  Till  the  experi- 
ment is  tried,  we  do  not  know  the  result,  the  turn  which  the 
character  will  take  in  its  new  circumstances.  Milton  took  only 
a  few  simple  principles  of  character,  and  raised  them  to  the  ut- 
most conceivable  grandeur,  and  refined  them  from  every  base 
alloy.  His  imagination,  "nigh  sphered  in  Heaven,"  claimed 
kindred  only  with  what  he  saw  from  that  height,  and  could  raise 
to  the  same  elevation  with  itself  He  sat  retired  and  kept  his 
state  alone,  "  playing  with  wisdom ;"  while  Shakspeare  mingled 
with  the  crowd,  and  played  the  host,  "  to  make  society  the  sweet- 
er welcome." 

The  passion  in  Shakspeare  is  of  the  same  nature  as  his  de- 
lineation of  character.  It  is  not  some  one  habitual  feeling,  or 
sentiment,  preying  upon  itself,  growing  out  of  itself,  and  mould- 
ing everything  to  itself;  it  is  passion  modified  by  passion,  by 
all  the  other  feelings  to  which  the  individual  is  liable,  and  to 
which  others  are  liable  with  him ;  subject  to  all  the  fluctuations 
of  caprice  and  accident ;  calling  into  play  all  the  resources  of 
the  understanding  and  all  the  energies  of  the  will ;  irritated  by 
obstacles,  or  yielding  to  them  ;  rising  from  small  beginnings  to 
its  utmost  height ;  now  drunk  with  hope,  now  stung  to  mad- 
ness, now  sunk  in  despair,  now  blown  to  air  with  a  breath,  now 
raging  like  a  torrent.  The  human  soul  is  made  the  sport  of 
fortune,  the  prey  of  adversity :  it  is  stretched  on  the  wheel  of 
destiny,  in  restless  ecstasy.  The  passions  are  in  a  state  of  pro- 
jection. Years  are  melted  down  to  moments,  and  every  instant 
teems  with  fate.    We  know  the  results,  we  see  the  process. 
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Thus,  after  lago  has  been  boasting  to  himself  of  the  effect  of 
his  poisonous  suggestions  on  the  mind  of  Othello,  "  which,  with 
a  little  act  upon  the  blood,  will  work  like  mines  of  sulphur,'' 
he  adds — 

"  Look  where  he  comes !  not  poppy,  nor  mandragora, 
Nor  all  the  drowsy  syrups  of  the  East, 
Shall  ever  medicine  thee  to  that  sweet  sleep 
Which  thou  ow'dst  yesterday.'' — 

And  he  enters  at  this  moment,  like  the  crested  serpent,  crown- 
ed with  his  wrongs  and  raging  for  revenge!  The  whole  de- 
pends upon  the  turn  of  a  thought.  A  word,  a  look,  blows 
the  spark  of  jealousy  into  a  flame ;  and  the  explosion  is  immedi- 
ate and  terrible  as  a  volcano.  The  dialogues  in  Lear,  in  Mac- 
beth, that  between  Brutus  and  Cassius,  and  nearly  all  those  in 
Shakspeare,  where  the  interest  is  wrought  up  to  its  highest 
pitch,  afford  examples  of  this  dramatic  fluctuation  of  passion. 
The  interest  in  Chaucer  is  quite  diflerent ;  it  is  like  the  course 
of  a  river,  strong,  and  full,  and  increasing.  In  Shakspeare,^ on 
the  contrary,  it  is  like  the  sea,  agitated  this  way  and  that,  and 
loud-lashed  by  furious  storms ;  while,  in  the  still  pauses  of  the 
blast,  we  distinguish  only  the  cries  of  despair,  or  the  silence  of 
death  1  Milton,  on  the  other  hand,  takes  the  imaginative  part 
of  passion — that  which  remains  after  the  event,  which  the  mind 
reposes  on  when  all  is  over,  which  looks  upon  circumstances 
from  the  remotest  elevation  of  thought  and  fancy,  and  abstracts 
them  from  the  world  of  action  to  that  of  contemplation.  The 
objects  of  dramatic  poetry  affect  us  by  sympathy,  by  their  near- 
ness to  ourselves,  as  they  take  us  by  surprise,  or  force  us  upon 
action,  "  while  rage  with  rage  doth  sympathise :"  the  objects  of 
epic  poetry  affect  us  through  the  medium  of  the  imagination, 
by  magnitude  and  distance,  by  their  permanence  and  uni- 
yersahty.  The  one  fill  us  with  terror  and  pity,  the  other  with 
admiration  and  delight.  There  are  certain  objects  that  strike 
the  imagination,  and  inspire  awe  in  the  very  idea  of  them,  in- 
dependently of  any  dramatic  interest,  that  is,  of  any  connection 
with  the  vicissitudes  of  human  life.  For  instance,  we  cannot 
think  of  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  of  a  Gothic  ruin,  or  an  old 
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Roman  encampment,  without  a  certain  emotion,  a  sense  of 
power  and  sublimity  coming  over  the  mind.  The  heavenly 
bodies  that  hang  over  our  heads  wherever  we  go,  and  "  in  their 
untroubled  element  shall  shine  when  we  are  laid  in  dust, 
and  all  our  cares  forgotten,"  affect  us  in  the  same  way.  Thus 
Satan's  address  to  the  Sun  has  an  epic,  not  a  dramatic  interest ; 
for  though  the  second  person  in  the  dialogue  makes  no  answer 
and  feels  no  concern,  yet  the  eye  of  that  vast  luminary  is  upon 
him,  like  the  eye  of  Heaven,  and  seems  conscious  of  what  he 
says,  like  an  universal  presence.  Dramatic  poetry  and  epic,  in 
their  perfection,  indeed,  approximate  to  and  strengthen  one  an- 
other. Dramatic  poetry  borrows  aid  from  the  dignity  of  persons 
and  things,  as  the  heroic  does  from  human  passion,  but  in 
theory  they  are  distinct.  When  Richard  II.  calls  for  the  look- 
ing-glass to  contemplate  his  faded  majesty  in  it,  and  bursts  into 
that  affecting  exclamation :  "  Oh,  that  I  were  a  mockery-king 
of  snow,  to  melt  away  before  the  sun  of  Bolingbroke,"  we  have 
here  the  utmost  force  of  human  passion,  combined  with  the 
ideas  of  regal  splendour  and  fallen  power.  When  Milton  says 
of  Satan : 

« Hit  ibnn  had  not  yet  I<Mt 

All  her  original  brightnera,  nor  appear'd 
Less  than  archangel  ruin'd,  and  th'  excess 
Of  glory  obscurM  j"— 

the  mixture  of  beauty,  of  grandeur,  and  pathos,  from  the  sense 
of  irreparable  loss,  of  never-ending,  unavailing  regret,  is  perfect. 
The  great  fault  of  a  modern  school  of  poetry  is  that  it  is  an 
experiment  to  reduce  poetry  to  a  mere  effusion  of  natural  sensi- 
bility ;  or,  what  is  worse,  to  divest  it  both  of  imaginary  splen- 
dour and  human  passion,  to  surround  the  meanest  objects  with 
the  morbid  feelings  and  devouring  egotism  of  the  writers'  own 
minds.  Milton  and  Shakspeare  did  not  so  understand  poetry. 
They  gave  a  more  liberal  interpretation  both  to  nature  and  art. 
They  did  not  do  all  they  could  to  g6t  rid  of  the  one  and  the 
other,  to  fill  up  the  dreary  void  with  the  Moods  of  their  own 
Minds.  They  owe  their  power  over  the  human  mind  to  their 
having  had  a  deeper  sense  than  others  of  what  was  grand  in  the 
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objects  of  nature,  or  affecting  in  the  events  of  human  life.  But 
to  the  men  I  speak  of  there  is  nothing  interesting,  nothing  heroi- 
cal,  but  themselves.  To  them  the  fall  of  gods  or  of  great  men 
is  the  same.  They  do  not  enter  into  the  feeling.  They  cannot 
understand  the  terms.  They  axe  even  debarred  from  the  last 
poor,  paltry  consolation  of  an  unmanly  triumph  over  fallen 
greatness ;  for  their  minds  reject,  with  a  convulsive  effort  and 
intolerable  loathing,  the  very  idea  that  there  ever  was,  or  was 
thought  to  be,  anything  superior  to  themselves.  All  that  has 
ever  excited  the  attention  or  admiration  of  the  world  they  look 
upon  with  the  most  perfect  indifierence ;  and  they  are  surprised 
to  find  that  the  world  repa3rs  their  indifference  with  scorn. 
"  With  what  measure  they  mete,  it  has  been  meted  to  them 
agaia" — 

Shakspeare's  imagination  is  of  the  same  plastic  kind  as  his 
conception  of  character  or  passion.  "  It  glances  from  heaven  in 
earth,  from  earth  to  heaven."  Its  movement  is  rapid  and  de- 
vious. It  unites  the  most  opposite  extremes ;  or,  as  Puck  says, 
in  boasting  of  his  own  feats,  "  puts  a  girdle  round  about  the 
earth  in  forty  minutes."  He  seems  always  hurrying  from  his 
subject,  even  while  describing  it ;  but  the  stroke,  like  the  light- 
ning's, is  sure  as  it  is  sudden.  He  takes  the  widest  possible 
range,  but  from  that  very  range  he  has  his  choice  of  the  greatest 
variety  and  aptitude  of  materials.  He  brings  together  images 
the  most  alike,  but  placed  at  the  greatest  distance  from  each 
other ;  that  is,  found  in  circumstances  of  the  greatest  dissimili- 
tude. From  the  remoteness  of  his  combinations,  and  the  celerity 
with  which  they  are  effected,  they  coalesce  the  more  indissolu- 
bly  together.  The  more  the  thoughts  are  strangers  to  each 
other,  and  the  longer  they  have  been  kept  asunder,  the  more 
intimate  does  their  union  seem  to  become.  Their  felicity  is 
equal  to  their  force.  Their  likeness  is  made  more  dazzling  by 
their  novelty.  They  startle,  and  take  the  fancy  prisoner  in  the 
same  instant  I  will  mention  one  or  two  which  are  very  strik- 
ing, and  not  much  known,  out  of  Troilus  and  Cressida.  ^neas 
says  to  Agamemnon, 
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"  I  ask  that  I  may  waken  reverencei 
And  on  the  cheek  be  ready  with  a  blmih, 
Modest  as  morning,  when  she  coldly  eyes 
The  youthful  Phoebus." 

Ulysses,  urging  Achilles  to  show  himself  in  the  field,  says — 

"  No  man  is  the  lord  of  any  thing, 
Till  he  communicate  his  parts  to  others : 
Nor  doth  he  of  himself  know  them  for  aught, 
Till  he  behold  them  formed  in  the  applause. 
Where  they're  extended !  which  like  an  arch  reverberates 
The  voice  again,  or  like  a  gate  of  steel, 
Fronting  the  sun,  receives  and  renders  back 
Its  figure  and  its  heat." 

Patroclus  gives  the  indolent  warrior  the  same  advice. 

"  Rouse  yourself;  and  the  weak  wanton  Cupid 
Shall  from  your  neck  unloose  his  amorous  fold, 
And  like  a  dew-drop  from  the  lion's  mane 
Be  shook  to  air." 

Shakspeare's  language  and  versification  are  like  the  rest  of  him. 
He  has  a  magic  power  over  words :  they  come  winged  at  his 
bidding ;  and  seem  to  know  their  places.  They  are  struck  out 
at  a  heat,  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  and  have  all  the  truth  and 
vividness  which  arise  from  an  actual  impression  of  the  objects. 
His  epithets  and  single  phrases  are  like  sparkles,  thrown  ofi* 
from  an  imagination  fired  by  the  whirling  rapidity  of  its  own 
motion.  His  language  is  hieroglyphical.  It  translates  thoughts 
into  visible  images.  It  abounds  in  sudden  transitions  and  ellip- 
tical expressions.  This  is  the  source  of  his  mixed  metaphors, 
which  are  only  abbreviated  forms  of  speech.  These,  however, 
give  no  pain  from  long  custom.  They  have,  in  fact,  become 
idioms  in  the  language.  They  are  the  building,  and  not  the 
flcafiblding  to  thought.  We  take  the  meaning  and  effect  of  a 
well-known  passage  entire,  and  no  more  stop  to  scan  and  spell 
out  the  particular  words  and  phrases,  than  the  syllables  of  which 
they  are  composed.  In  trying  to  recollect  any  other  author,  one 
sometimes  stumbles,  in  case  of  failure,  on  a  word  as  good.  In 
Bhakspeare,  any  other  word  but  the  true  one,  is  sure  to  be 
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-wrong.    If  any  body,  for  instance,  could  not  recollect  the  words 
of  the  following  description, 


-  Light  thickens, 


And  the  crow  makes  wing  to  the  rooky  wood/' 

he  would  be  greatly  at  a  loss  to  substitute  others  for  them  equal- 
ly expressive  of  the  feeling.  These  remarks,  however,  are 
strictly  applicable  only  to  the  impassioned  parts  of  Shakspeare's 
language,  which  flowed  from  the  warmth  and  originality  of  his 
imagination,  and  were  his  own.  The  language  used  for  prose 
conversation  and  ordinary  business  is  sometimes  technical,  and 
involved  in  the  affectation  of  the  time.  Compare,  for  example, 
Othello's  apology  to  the  senate,  relating  "  his  whole  course  of 
love,"  with  some  of  the  preceding  parts  relating  to  his  appoint- 
ment, and  the  official  dispatches  from  Cyprus.  In  this  respect, 
^  the  business  of  the  state  does  him  oflence."  His  versi^cntion 
is  no  less  powerful,  sweet,  and  varied.  It  has  every  occasional 
excellence,  of  sullen  intricacy,  crabbed  and  perplexed,  or  of  the 
smoothest  and  loftiest  expansion — from  the  ease  and  familiarity 
of  measured  conversation  to  the  lyrical  sounds 


« Of  ditties  highly  penned, 

Sung  hy  a  fair  queen  in  a  summer's  bower, 
With  ravishing  division  to  her  lute." 

It  is  the  only  blank  verse  in  the  language,  except  Milton's,  that 
for  itself  is  readable.  It  is  not  stately  and  uniformly  swelling 
like  his,  but  varied  and  broken  by  the  inequalities  of  the  ground 
it  has  to  pass  over  in  its  uncertain  course, 

"  And  so  hy  many  winding  nooks  it  strays, 
"With  willing  sport  to  the  wild  ocean." 

It  remains  to  speak  of  the  faults  of  Shakspeare.  They  are 
not  so  many  or  so  great  as  they  have  been  represented ;  what 
there  are  are  chiefly  owing  to  the  following  causes : — The  uni- 
versality of  his  genius  was,  perhaps,  a  disadvantage  to  his  single 
works;  the  variety  of  his  resources,  sometimes  diverting  him 
from  applying  them  to  the  most  effectual  purposes.  He  might 
be  said  to  combine  the  powers  of  .^schyius  and  Aristophanes, 
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of  Dante  and  Rabelais,  in  his  own  mind.  If  he  had  been  only 
half  what  he  was,  he  would  perhaps  have  appeared  greater. 
The  natural  ease  and  indiflference  of  his  temper  made  him 
sometimes  less  scrupulous  than  he  might  have  been.  He  is  re- 
laxed and  careless  in  critical  places ;  he  is  in  earnest  throughout 
only  in  Timon,  Macbeth,  and  Lear.  Again,  he  had  no  models 
of  acknowledged  excellence  constantly  in  view  to  stimulate  his 
efforts,  and,  by  all  that  appears,  no  love  of  hme.  He  wrote  for 
the  ^' great,  vulgar  and  the  small,"  in  his  time,  not  for  posterity. 
If  Clueen  EHzabeth  and  the  maids  of  honour  laughed  heartily 
at  his  worst  jokes,  and  the  catcalls  in  the  gallery  were  silent  at 
his  best  passages,  he  went  home  satisfied,  and  slept  the  next 
night  well  He  did  not  trouble  himself  about  Voltaire's  criti- 
cisms. He  was  willing  to  take  advantage  of  the  ignorance  of 
the  age  in  many  things ;  and  if  his  plays  pleased  others,  not  to 
quarrel  with  them  himself  His  very  facility  of  production 
would  make  him  set  less  value  on  his  own  excellences,  and  not 
care  to  distinguish  nicely  between  what  he  did  well  or  ill.  His 
blunders  in  chronology  and  geography  do  not  amount  to  above 
half  a  dozen,  and  they  are  offences  against  chronology  and 
geography,  not  against  poetry.  As  to  the  unities,  he  was  right 
in  setting  them  at  defiance.  He  was  fonder  of  puns  than  be- 
came so  great  a  man.  His  barbarisms  were  those  of  his  age. 
His  genius  was  his  own.  He  had  no  objection  to  float  down 
.with  the  stream  of  common  taste  and  opinion :  he  rose  above  it 
by  his  own  buoyancy,  and  an  impulse  which  he  could  not  keep 
under,  in  spite  of  himself  or  others,  and  ^  his  delights  did  show 
most  dolphin-like." 

He  had  an  equal  genius  for  comedy  and  tragedy ;  and  his  tra- 
gedies are  better  than  his  comedies,  because  tragedy  is  better 
^an  comedy.  His  female  characters,  which  have  been  found 
fiinlt  with  as"  insipid,  are  the  finest  in  the  world.  .Lastly,  Shak- 
speare  was  the  least  of  a  coxcomb  of  any  one  that  ever  lived, 
and  much  of  a  gentleman. 

Shakspeare  discovers  in  his  writing9  little  religious  enthusi- 
asm, and  an  indifference  to  personal  reputation ;  he  had  none 
of  the  bigotry  of  his  age,  and  his  political  prejudices  were  not 
very  strong.    In  these  respects,  as  well  as  in  every  other,  h» 
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fonned  a  direct  contrast  to  Milton.  Milton's  works  are  a  per- 
petual invocation  to  the  Muses ;  a  hymn  to  Fame.  He  had  his 
thoughts  constantly  fixed  on  the  contemplation  of  the  Hehrew 
theocracy,  and  of  a  perfect  commonwealth ;  and  he  seized  the 
pen  with  a  hand  just  warm  from  the  touch  of  the  ark  of  faith. 
His  religious  zeal  infused  its  character  into  his  imagination ;  so 
that  he  devotes  himself  with  the  same  sense  of  duty  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  his  genius,  ^  he  did  to  the  exercise  of  virtue,  or  the 
good  of  his  country.  The  spirit  of  the  poet,  the  patriot,  and  the 
prophet,  vied  with  each  other  in  his  hreast.  His  mind  appears 
to  have  held  equal  communion  with  the  inspired  writers,  and 
with  the  bards  and  sages  of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome ; — 

"  Blind  Thamjrris,  and  blind  Mceonides, 
And  Tiresias,  and  Phineus,  prophets  old." 

He  had  a  high  standard,  with  which  he  was  always  comparing 
himself,  nothing  short  of  which  could  satisfy  his  jealous  ambition. 


" Sad  task,  yet  argument 

^ot  less,  but  more  heroic,  than  the  wrath 
Qf  stem  Achilles  on  his  foe  pursued. 
If  answerable  still,  I  can  obtain. 

Unless  an  age  too  late,  or  cold 

Climate,  or  years,  damp  my  extended  wing." 

He  thought  of  nobler  forms  and  nobler  things  than  those  he 
found  about  him.  He  lived  apart,  in  the  solitude  of  his  own 
thoughts,  carefully  excluding  from  his  mind  whatever  might 
distract  its  purposes  or  alloy  its  purity,  or  damp  its  zeal.  ''  With 
darkness  and  with  dangers  compassed  round,"  he  had  the  mighty 
models  of  antiquity  always  present  to  his  thoughts,  and  deter- 
mined to  raise  a  monument  of  equal  height  and  glory,  ^  piling 
up  every  stone  of  lustre  from  the  brook,"  for  the  delight  and 
wonder  of  posterity.  He  had  girded  himself  up,  and,  as  it 
were,  sanctified  his  genius  tq  this  service  from  his  youth.  "  For 
afler,"  he  says,  '^  I  had  from  my  first  years,  by  the  ceaseless  dili- 
gence aud  care  of  my  father,  been  exercised  to  the  tongues,  and 
some  .^iences,  as  my  age  could  suffer,  by  sundry  masters  and 
teachers,  it  was  found  that  whether  aught  was  imposed  upon  me 
by  them,  or  betaken  to  of  my  own  choice,  the  style,  by  certain 
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Tital  signs  it  had,  was  likely  to  live ;  but  much  latelier,  in  the 
private  academies  of  Italy,  perceiving  that  some  trifles  which  I 
had  in  memory,  composed  at  under  twenty  or  thereabout,  met 
with  acceptance  above  what  was  looked  for ;  I  began  thus  far 
to  assent  both  to  them  and  divers  of  my  friends  here  at  home, 
and  not  less  to  an  inward  prompting  which  now  grew  daily 
upon  me,  that  by  labour  and  intense  study  (which  I  take  to  be 
my  portion  in  this  life,)  joined  with  the  strong  propensity  of  na- 
ture, I  might  perhaps  leave  something  so  written  to  after-times 
as  they  should  not  willingly  let  it  die.  The  accomplishment 
of  these  intentions,  which  have  lived  within  me  ever  since  I 
could  conceive  myself  anything  worth  to  my  country,  lies  not 
but  in  a  power  above  man's  to  promise  ;  but  that  none  hath  by 
more  studious  ways  endeavoured,  and  with  more  unwearied 
spirit  that  none  shall,  that  I  dare  almost  aver  of  myself,  as  far  as 
life  and  free  leisure  will  extend.  Neither  do  I  think  it  shame  to 
covenant  with  any  knowing  reader,  that  for  some  few  years  yet, 
I  may  go  on  trust  with  him  toward  the  payment  of  what  I  am 
now  indebted,  as  being  a  work  not  to  be  raised  frotn  the  heat  of 
youth  or  the  vapours  of  wine ;  like  that  -Which  flows  at  waste 
from  the  pen  of  some  vulgar  amourist,  or  the  trencher  fury  of  a 
rhyming  parasite,  nor  to  be  obtsiined  by  the  invocation  of  Dame 
Memory  and  her  Siren  daughters,  but  by  devout  prayer  to  that 
eternal  Spirit  who  can  enrich  with  all  utterance  and  knowledge, 
and  sends  out  his  Seraphim  with  the  hallowed  fire  of  his  altar, 
to  touch  and  purify  the  lips  of  whom  he  pleases :  to  this  must 
be  added  industrious  and  select  reading,  steady  observation,  and 
insight  into  all  seemly  and  generoiis  arts  aiid  aflairs.  Although 
it  nothing  content  me  to  have  disclosed  thus  much  beforehand  j 
but  that  I  trust  hereby  to  make  it  manifest  with  what  small 
willingness  I  endured  to  interrupt  the  pursuit  of  no  less  hopes 
than  these,  and  leaVe  a  calth  and  pleasing  solitariness,  fed  with 
cheerful  and  confident  thoughts,  to  embark  in  a  troubled  sea  of 
noises  and  hoarse  disputes,  from  beholding  the  bright  counte- 
nance of  truth  in  the  quiet  and  still  air  of  delightful  studiea" 
So  that  of  Spenser  t 

**  The  noble  heart  that  harbours  virtuous  thought, 
And  is  with  child  of  glorious  great  intent, 
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Can  never  rest  until  it  forth  have  brought 
The  etem&l  brood  of  glory  excellent." 

Milton,  therefore,  did  not  write  from  casual  impulse,  but  after 
a  severe  examination  of  his  own  strength,  and  with  a  resolution 
to  leave  nothing  undone  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  do.  He 
always  labours,  and  almost  always  succeeds.  He  strives  hard 
to  say  the  finest  things  in  the  world,  and  he  does  say  them. 
He  adorns  and  dignifies  his  subject  to  the  utmost :  he  surrounds 
it  with  every  possible  association  of  beauty  or  grandeur,  whether 
moral,  intellectual,  or  physical.  He  refines  on  his  descriptions 
of  beauty;  loading  sweets  on  sweets,  till  the  sense  aches  at 
them ;  and  raises  his  images  of  terror  to  a  gigantic  elevation,  that 
"  makes  Ossa  like  a  wart."  In  Milton,  there  is  always  an  ap- 
pearance of  effort :  in  Shakspeare,  scarcely  any. 

Milton  has  borrowed  more  than  any  other  writer,  and  exhaust- 
ed every  source  of  imitation,  sacred  or  profane  j  yet  he  is  per- 
fectly distinct  from  every  other  writer.  He  is  a  writer  of  centos, 
and  yet  in  originality  scarcely  inferior  to  Homer.  The  power 
of  his  mind  is  stamped  on  every  line.  The  fervour  of  his  imagi- 
nation melts  down  and  renders  malleable,  as  in  a  furnace,  the 
most  contradictory  materials.  In  reading  his  works,  we  feel 
ourselves  under  the  influence  of  a  mighty  intellect,  that  the 
nearer  it  approaches  to  others,  becomes  more  distinct  from  them. 
The  quantity  of  art  in  him  shows  the  strength  of  his  genius :  the 
weight  of  his  intellectual  obligations  would  have  oppressed  any 
other  writer.  Milton's  learning  has  all  the  efiect  of  intuition. 
He  describes  objects,  of  which  he  could  only  have  read  in  books, 
with  the  vividness  of  actual  observation.  His  imagination  has 
the  force  of  nature.     He  makes  words  tell  as  pictures. 

"  Him  followed  Rimmon,  whose  delightful  seat 
Was  fair  Damascus,  on  the  fertile  banks 
Of  Abbana  and  Pharphar,  lucid  streams?' 

The  word  lucid  here  gives  to  the  idea  all  the  sparkling  effect  of 
the  most  perfect  landscape.      • 
And  again : 

"  As  when  a  vulture  on  Imaus  bred, 
Whose  snowy  ridge  the  roving  Tartar  bounds, 
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Dislodging  from  a  region  scarce  of  prey, 

To  gorge  the  flesh  of  lamhs  and  yeanling  kids 

On  hills  where  flocks  are  fed,/te5  toVKords  the  spring 

Of  Ganges  or  Hydaspes^  Indian  streams; 

Bui  in  his  way  lights  on  the  barren  plains 

Of  Sericanaj  where  Chineses  drive 

With  saUs  and  wind  their  can/y  wagons  light," 

If  Milton  hdd  taken  a  journey  for  the  express  purpose,  he  could 
not  have  described  this  sceiiery  and  mode  of  life  better.  Such 
passages  are  like  demonstrations  of  natural  history.  Instances 
might  be  multiplied  without  end. 

There  is  also  a  decided  tone  in  his  descriptions,  an  eloquent 
dogmatism,  as  if  the  poet  spoke  from  thorough  conviction,  which 
Milton  probably  derived  from  his  spirit  of  partisanship,  or  else 
his  spirit  of  partisanship  from  the  natural  firmness  and  vehe* 
mence  of  his  mind.  In  this  Milton  resembles  Dante  (the  only 
one  of  the  modems  with  whom  he  has  anything  in  common,) 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  Dante,  as  well  as  Milton,  was  a  politi- 
cal partisan.  That  approximation  to  the  severity  of  impassioned 
prose,  which  has  been  made  an  objection  to  Milton's  poetry,  is 
one  of  its  chief  excellencies. 

We  might  be  tempted  to  suppose  that  the  vividness  with 
which  he  describes  visible  objects  was  o\^ing  to  theiir  having  ac- 
quired an  unusual  degree  of  strength  in  his  mind,  after  the  pri- 
vation of  his  sight ;  but  we  find  the  same  palpableness  and  truth 
in  the  descriptions  which  occur  in  his  early  poems.  In  Lycidas 
he  speaks  of  "  the  great  Vision  of  the  guarded  mount,"  with  that 
preternatural  weight  of  impression  with  which  it  would  present 
itself  suddenly  to  "  the  pilot  of  some  small  night-foundered  skiff:" 
and  the  lines  in  the  Penseroso,  describing  "the  wandering 
moon," 

"  Riding  near  her  highest  noon, 
like  one  that  had  been  led  astray 
Through  the  heaven's  wide  pathless  way," 

are  as  if  he  had  gazed  himself  blind  in  looking  at  her.  There 
is  also  the  same  depth  of  impression  in  his  descriptions  of  the  ob- 
jects of  all  the  different  senses,  whether  colours,  or  sounds,  or 
smells — ^the  same  absorption  of  his  mind  in  whatever  engaged 
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his  attention  at  the  time.  Milton  had  as  much  of  what  is  meant 
by  gusto  as  any  poet*  He  forms  the  most  intense  conception  of 
things,  and  then  embodies  them  by  a  single  stroke  of  his  pen. 
He  has  an  inveterate  attachment  to  the  objects  he  describes  and 
to  the  words  describing  them : 

"  Wild  above  rule  or  art,  encrmoui  bliaa." 

It  has  been  indeed  objected  to  Milton,  by  a  common  perver- 
sity of  criticism,  that  his  ideas  were  musical  rather  than  pic- 
turesque, as  if,  because  they  were  in  the  highest  degree  musical, 
they  must  be  (to  keep  the  sage  critical  balance  even,  and  to  allow 
no  one  man  to  possess  two  qualities  at  the  same  time)  proportion- 
ably  deficient  in  other  respects. — But  Milton^s  poetry  is  not  cast 
in  any  such  narrow,  common-place  mould ;  it  is  not  so  barren  of 
resources.  His  worship  of  the  Muse  was  not  so  simple  or  con- 
fined. A  sound  arises  "  like  a  steam  of  rich  distilled  periumes  ;" 
we  hear  the  pealing  organ,  but  the  incense  on  the  altars  is  also 
there,  and  the  statues  of  the  gods  are  ranged  around !  The  ear 
indeed  predominates  over  the  eye,  because  it  is  more  immedi- 
ately afiected,  and  because  the  language  of  music  blends  more 
immediately  with,  and  forms  a  more  natural  accompaniment  to, 
the  variable  and  indefinite  associations  of  ideas  conveyed  by 
words.  But  where  the  associations  of  the  imagination  are  not 
the  principal  thing,  the  individual  object  is  given  by  Milton  with 
equal  force  and  beauty.  The  strongest  and  best  proof  of  this, 
as  a  characteristic  power  of  his  mind,  is,  that  the  persons  of  Ad- 
am and  Eve,  of  Satan,  &c.,  are  always  accompanied,  in  our  im- 
agination, with  the  grandeur  of  the  naked  figure  ;  they  convey 
to  us  the  idea  of  sculpture.     As  an  instance,  take  the  following : 

^ 

« He  soon 

Saw  within  ken  a  glorious  Angel  stand, 
The  same  whom  John  saw  also  in  the  sun : 
His  back  was  turned,  but  not  his  brightness  hid ; 
Of  beaming  sunny  rays  a  golden  tiar 
Circled  his  head,  nor  less  his  locks  behind 

*  The  infinite  quantity  of  dramatic  invention  in  Shakspeare  takes  from 
his  gvsto.  The  power  he  delights  to  show  is  not  intense,  but  discursive.  He 
never  insists  on  anything  as  much  as  he  might,  except  a  quibble. 
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• 

lUuftrious  on  his  shoulders  fledge  with  wings 

Lay  waving  round  \  on  some  great  chaige  employed 

He  seem'd,  or  fix'd  in  cogitation  deep. 

Glad  was  the  8{»rit  impure,  as  now  in  hope 

To  find  who  might  direct  his  wand'zing  flight 

To  Paradise,  the  happy  seat  of  man 

His  journey's  end,  and  our  beginning  woe. 

But  first  he  casts  to  change  his  proper  shape, 

Which  else  might  work  him  danger  or  delay : 

And  now  a  stripling  cherub  he  appears, 

Not  of  the  prime,  yet  such  as  in  his  face 

Youth  smiled  celestial,  and  to  every  limb 

Suitable  grace  difi'us'd,  so  well  he  feign'd : 

Under  a  coronet  his  flowing  hair 

In  curls  on  either  cheek  play'd ;  wings  he  wore 

Of  many  a  colour'd  plume  sprinkled  with  gold, 

His  habit  fit  for  speed  succinct,  and  held 

Beforo  his  decent  steps  a  silver  wand." 

The  figures  introduced  here  have  all  the  elegance  and  precis- 
ion of  a  Greek  statue  ;  glossy  and  impurpled,  tinged  with  gold- 
en light,  and  musical  as  the  strings  of  Memnon's  harp! 

Again,  nothing  can  he  more  magnificent  than  the  portrait  of 
Beelzebuh : 

"  With  Atlantean  shoulders  fit  to  bear 
The  weight  of  mightiest  monarchies :" 

Or  the  comparison  of  Satan,  as  he  "  lay  floating  many  a  rood," 
to  ''  that  sea  beast,'' 

''  Leviathan,  which  Grod  of  all  his  works 
Created  hugest  that  swim  the  ocean-stream  V 

What  a  force  of  imagination  is  there  in  this  last  expression ! 
What  an  idea  it  conveys  of  the  size  ^f  that  hugest  of  created  be- 
ings, as  if  it  shrunk  up  the  ocean  to  a  stream,  and  took  up  the 
sea  in  its  nostrils  as  a  very  little  thing !  Force  of  style  is  one 
of  Milton's  greatest  excellences.  Hence,  perhaps,  he  stimulates 
us  more  in  the  reading,  and  less  afterwards.  The  way  to  de- 
fend Milton  against  all  impugners  is  to  take  down  the  book  and 
read  it. 

Milton's  blank  verse  is  the  only  blank  verse  in  the  language 
(except  Shakspeare's)  that  deserves  the  name  of  verse.     Dr. 
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JohDsoD,  who  had  modelled  his  ideas  of  versification  on  the 
^gular  sing-song  of  Pope,  condemns  the  Paradise  Lost  as  harsh 
and  unequal.  I  shall  not  pretend  to  say  that  this  is  not  some- 
times the  case ;  for  where  a  degree  of  excellence  beyond  the 
mechanical  rules  of  art  is  attempted,  the  poet  must  sometimes 
fail  But  I  imagine  that  there  are  more  perfect  examples  in 
Milton  of  musical  expression,  or  of  an  adaptation  of  the  sound 
and  movement  of  the  verse  to  the  meaning  of  the  passage,  than 
in  all  our  other  writers,  whether  of  rhyme  or  blank  verse,  put 
together  (with  the  exception  already  mentioned.)  Spenser  is 
the  most  harmonious  of  our  stanza  writers,  as  Dryden  is  the 
most  sounding  and  varied  of  our  rhymists.  But  in  neither  is 
there  any  thing  like  the  same  ear  for  music,  the  same  power  of 
approximating  the  varieties  of  poetical,  to  those  of  musical, 
rhythm,  as  there  is  in  our  great  epic  poet.  The  sound  of  his 
lines  is  moulded  into  the  expression  of  the  sentiment,  almost  of 
the  very  image.  They  rise  or  fall,  pause  or  hurry  rapidly  on, 
with  exquisite  art,  but  without  the  least  trick  or  affectation,  as 
the  occasion  seems  to  require. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  finest  instances : 


-  His  hand  was  known 


In  heaven  by  many  a  tower'd  structuie  high  j — 
Nor  was  his  name  unheard  or  unador'd 
In  ancient  Greece :  and  in  the  Ausonian  land 
Men  called  him  Mulciber :  and  how  he  fell 
From  Heaven,  they  fabled,  thrown  by  angry  Jove 
Sheer  o'er  the  crystal  battlements ;  from  mom 
To  noon  he  fell,  firom  noon  to  dewy  eve, 
A  summer's  day ;  and  with  the  setting  sun 
Dropt  from  the  zenith  like  a  falling  star      '' 
On  Lemnos,  the  ^gean  isle :  thus  they  relate, 
Erring." — 

" But  chief  the  spacious  hall 

Thick  swarm'd,  both  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air, 
Brush'd  with  the  hiss  of  rustling  wings.    As  bees 
In  spring  time,  when  the  sun  with  Taurus  rides, 
Pour  forth  their  populous  youth  about  the  hive 
In  clusters ;  they  among  fresh  dews  and  flow'n 
Fly  to  and  fro :  or  on  the  smoothed  plank. 
The  suburb  of  their  straw-built  citadel. 
New  rubb'd  with  balm,  expatiate  and  confer 
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Their  state  affairs.    So  thick  the  airy  crowd 

Swann'd  and  were  straiten'd ;  till  the  signal  giv'n, 

Behold  a  wonder !    They  but  now  who  seem'd 

In  bigness  to  surpass  earth's  giant  sons, 

Now  less  than  smallest  dwarfs,  in  narrow  room 

Throng  numberless,  like  that  Pygmean  race 

Beyond  the  Indian  mount,  or  fairy  elves, 

Whose  midnight  revels  by  a  forest  side 

Or  fountain,  some  belated  peasant  sees. 

Or  dreams  he  sees,  while  over-head  the  moon 

Sits  arbitress,  and  nearer  to  the  earth 

Wheels  her  pale  course :  they  on  their  mirth  and  dance 

Intent,  with  jocund  music  charm  his  ear ; 

At  once  with  joy  and  fear  his  heart  rebounds." 

I  can  only  give  another  instance,  though  I  have  some  diffi- 
culty in  leaving  off. 

"  Round  he  surveys  (and  well  might,  where  he  stood 
So  high  above  the  circling  canopy 
Of  night's  extended  shade)  from  th'  eastern  point 
OTLibra  to  the  fleecy  star  that  bears 
Andromeda  far  off  Atlantic  seas 
Beyond  the  horizon :  then  from  pole  to  pole 
He  views  in  breadth,  and  without  longer  pause 
Down  right  into  the  world's  first  region  throws 
His  flight  precipitant,  and  winds  with  ease 
Through  the  pure  marble  air  his  oblique  way 
Amongst  innumerable  stars  that  shone 
Stars  distant,  but  nigh  hand  seem'd  other  worlds ; 
Or  other  worlds  they  seem'd  or  happy  isles,"  &c. 

The  verse,  in  this  exquisitely  modulated  passage,  floats  up 
and  down  as  if  it  had  itself  wings.  Milton  has  himself  given 
us  the  theory  of  his  versification — 

"  Such  as  the  meeting  soul  may  pierce 
In  notes  with  many  a  winding  bout 
Of  linked  sweetness  long  drawn  out." 

Dr.  Johnson  and  Pope  would  have  converted  his  vaulting 
Pegasus  into  a  rocking-horse.  Read  any  other  blank  verse  but 
Milton's, — Thomson's,  Young's,  Cowper's,  Wordsworth's, — 
and  it  will  be  found,  from  the  want  of  the  same  insight  into 
"  the  hidden  soul  of  harmony,"  to  be  mere  lumbering  prose. 
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To  proceed  to  a  consideration  of  the  merits  of  Paradise  Lost, 
in  the  most  essential  point  of  view,  I  mean  as  to  the  poetry  of 
character  and  passion.  I  shall  say  nothing  of  the  fable,  or  of 
other  technical  objections  or  excellences ;  but  I  shall  try  to  ex- 
plain at  once  the  foundation  of  the  interest  belonging  to  the 
poem.  I  am  ready  to  give  up  the  dialogues  in  Heaven,  where, 
as  Pope  justly  observes,  "  God  the  Father  turns  a  school-divine ;" 
nor  do  I  consider  the  battle  of  the  angels  as  the  climax  of  sub- 
limity, or  the  most  successful  effort  of  Milton's  pen.  In  a  word, 
the  interest  of  the  poem  arises  from  the  daring  ambition  and 
fierce  passions  of  Satan,  and  from  the  account  of  the  paradisaical 
happiness,  and  the  loss  of  it  by  our  first  parents.  Three-fourths 
of  the  work  are  taken  up  with  these  characters,  and  nearly  all- 
that  relates  to  them  is  unmixed  sublimity  and  beauty.  The 
two  first  books  alone  are  like  two  massy  pillars  of  solid  gold. 

Satan  is  the  most  heroic  subject  that  ever  was  chosen  for  a 
poem  ;  and  the  execution  is  as  perfect  as  the  design  is  lofty.  He  , 
was  the  first  of  created  beings,  who,  for  endeavouring  to  be  equal 
with  the  highest,  and  to  divide  the  empire  of  heaven  with  the 
Almighty,  was  hurled  down  to  helL  His  aim  was  no  less  than 
the  throne  of  the  universe;  his  means,  myriads  of  angelic 
armies  bright,  the  third  part  of  the  heavens,  whom  he  lured 
af^er  him  with  his  countenance,  and  who  durst  defy  the  Omni- 
potent in  arms.  His  ambition  was  the  greatest,  and  his  punish- 
ment was  the  greatest ;  but  not  so  his  despair,  for  his  fortitude 
was  as  great  as  his  sufferings.  His  strength  of  mind  was 
matchless  as  his  strength  of  body;  the  vastness  of  his  de- 
signs did  not  surpass  the  firm,  inflexible  determination  with 
which  he  submitted  to  his  irreversible  doom,  and  final  loss  of  all 
good.  His  power  of  action  and  of  suffering  was  equal.  He 
was  the  greatest  power  that  was  ever  overthrown,  with  the 
strongest  will  left  to  resist  or  to  endure.  He  was  baffled,  not 
confounded.    He  stood  like  a  tower ;  or 


-  As  when  Heaven's  fire 


Hath  scathed  the  forest  oaks  or  mountain  pines." 

He  is  still  surrounded  with  hosts  of  rebel  angels,  armed  warriors^ 
who  own  him  as  their  sovereign  leader,  and  whose  fate  he  sym- 
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pathises  as  he  views  them  round,  far  as  the  eye  can  reach ; 
though  he  keeps  aloof  from  them  in  his  own  mind,  and  holda 
supreme  counsel  only  with  his  own  breast  An  outcast  from 
Heaven,  Hell  trembles  beneath  his  feet,  Sin  and  Death  are  at 
his  heels,  and  mankind  are  his  easy  prey. 

"  All  is  DOt  lost ;  th'  unconquerable  will, 
And  study  of  revenge,  immortal  hate, 
And  courage  never  to  submit  or  yield, 
And  what  else  is  not  to  be  overcome,*' 

are  still  his.  The  sense  of  his  punbhment  seems  lost  in  the 
magnitude  of  it ;  the  fierceness  of  tormentiug  flames  is  qualified 
and  made  innoxious  by  the  greater  fierceness  of  his  pride  ;  the 
loss  of  infinite  happiness  to  himself  is  compensated  in  thought 
by  the  power  of  inflicting  infinite  misery  on  others.  Yet  Satan 
is  not  the  principle  of  malignity,  or  of  the  abstract  love  of  evil, 
but  of  the  abstract  love  of  power,  of  pride,  of  self-will  personi- 
fied, to  which  last  principle  all  other  good  and  evil,  and  even  his 
own,  are  subordinate.  From  this  principle  he  never  once 
flinches.  His  love  of  power  and  contempt  for  suffering  are 
never  once  relaxed  from  the  highest  pitch  of  intensity.  His 
thoughts  bum  like  a  hell  within  him ;  but  the  power  of  thought 
holds  dominion  in  his  mind  over  every  other  consideration.  The 
consciousness  of  a  determined  purpose,  of  '^  that  intellectual  be- 
ing, those  thoughts  that  wander  through  eternity,"  though 
accompanied  with  endless  pain,  he  prefers  to  nonentity,  to  '^  be- 
ing swallowed  up  and  lost  in  the  wide  womb  of  uncreated 
night"  He  expresses  the  sum  and  substance  of  all  ambition  in 
one  line.  ^  Fallen  cherub,  to  be  weak  is  miserable,  doing  or 
sufiering !"  After  such  a  conflict  as  his,  and  such  a  defeat,  to 
retreat  in  order,  to  rally,  to  make  terms,  to  exist  at  all,  is  some- 
thing ;  but  he  does  more  than  this — ^he  founds  a  new  empire  in 
hell,  and  from  it  conquers  this  new  world,  whither  he  bends  hit 
imdaunted  flight,  forcing  his  way  through  nether  and  surround- 
ing fire&  The  poet  has  not  in  ail  this  given  us  a  mere  shadowy 
outline ;  the  strength  is  equal  to  the  magnitude  of  the  conception. 
The  Achilles  of  Homer  is  not  more  distinct ;  the  Titans  were 
not  more  vast ;  Prometheus,  chained  to  his  rock,  was  not  a  more 
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terrific  example  of  suffering  and  of  crime.  Wherever  the  figure 
of  Satan  is  introduced,  whether  he  walks  or  flies,  ''  rising  alofl 
incumbent  on  the  dusky  air,  it  is  illustrated  with  the  most  stri- 
king and  appropriate  images :  so  that  we  see  it  always  before 
us,  gigantic,  irregular,  portentous,  uneasy  and  disturbed — ^but 
dazzling  in  its  faded  splendour,  the  clouded  ruins  of  a  god.  The 
deformity  of  Satan  is  only  in  the  depravity  of  his  will ;  he  has 
no  bodily  deformity  to  excite  our  loathing  or  disgust.  The 
horns  and  tail  are  not  there,  poor  emblems  of  the  unbending, 
unconquered  spirit,  of  the  writhing  agonies  within.  Milton  was 
too  magnanimous  and  open  an  antagonist  to  support  his  argu- 
ment by  the  by-tricks  of  a  hump  and  cloven  foot ;  to  bring  into 
the  fair  field  of  controversy  the  good  old  catholic  prejudices  of 
which  Tasso  and  Dante  have  availed  themselves,  and  which  the 
mystic  German  critics  would  restore.  He  relied  on  the  justice 
of  his  cause,  and  did  not  scruple  to  give  the  devil  his  due. 
Some  persons  may  think  that  he  has  carried  his  liberality  too 
far,  and  injured  the  cause  he  professed  to  espouse  by  making 
him  the  chief  person  in  his  poem.  Considering  the  nature  of 
his  subject,  he  would  be  equally  in  danger  of  running  into  this 
fault,  from  his  feith  in  religion,  and  his  love  of  rebellion  ;  and 
perhaps  each  of  these  motives  had  its  full  share  in  determining 
the  choice  of  his  subject. 

Not  only  the  figure  of  Satan,  but  his  speeches  in  council,  his 
soliloquies,  his  address  to  Eve,  his  share  in  the  war  in  heaven, 
or  in  the  fall  of  man,  show  the  same  decided  superiority  of  char- 
acter. To  give  only  one  instance,  almost  the  first  speech  he 
makes: 

"  Ib  this  the  region,  this  the  soil^  the  clime, 
Said  then  the  loet  archangel,  this  the  seat 
That  we  must  change  for  Heaven ;  this  mournful  gloom 
For  that  celestial  light  ?    Be  it  so,  since  he 
Who  now  is  soVrain  can  dispose  and  bid 
What  shall  be  right :  farthest  from  him  is  best 
Whom  reason  hath  equaled,  force  hath  made  supreme 
Above  his  equals.    Farewell  happy  fields, 
Where  joy  for  ever  dwells !    Hail  horrors,  hail 
Infernal  world !  and  thou,  profoundest  Hell,  , 

RaedTatbyiMwpossesior;  one  who  biiiigi 
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A  mind  not  to  be  changed  by  place  or  1 
The  mind  ia  its  own  place,  and  in  itself 
Can  make  a  Heav'n  of  Hell,  a  Hell  of  Heav'n. 
What  matter  where,  if  I  be  still  the  same, 
And  what  I  should  be,  all  but  less  than  he 
Whom  thunder  hath  made  greater  1    Here  at  least 
We  shall  be  free;  th'  Almighty  hath  not  built 
Here  for  his  enyy,  will  not  drive  us  hence: 
Here  we  may  reign  secure,  and  in  my  choice 
To  reign  is  worth  ambition,  though  in  Hell  : 
Better  to  reign  in  Hell  than  serve  in  Heaven." 

The  whole  of  the  speeches  and  debates  in  Pandemonium  are 
well  worthy  of  the  place  and  the  occasion — ^with  gods  for  speak- 
ers, and  angels  and  archangels  for  hearers.  There  is  a  decided 
manly  tone  in  the  arguments  and  sentiments,  an  eloquent  dog- 
matism, as  if  each  person  spoke  from  thorough  conviction.  The 
author  might  here  turn  his  philippics  against  Salmasius  to  good 
account.  The  rout  in  Heaven  is  like  the  fall  of  some  mighty 
structure,  nodding  to  its  base,  "  with  hideous  ruin  and  combus- 
tion down."  But,  perhaps,  of  all  the  passages  in  Paradise  Lost, 
the  description  of  the  emplo3anents  of  the  angels  during  the  ab- 
sence of  Satan,  some  of  whom  '^  retreated  in  a  silent  valley,  sing 
with  notes  angehcal  to  many  a  harp  their  own  heroic  deeds  and 
hapless  fall  by  doom  of  battle,"  is  the  most  perfect  example  of 
sungled  pathos  and  sublimity. — ^What  proves  the  truth  of  this 
noble  picture  in  every  part,  and  that  the  frequent  complaint  of 
want  of  interest  in  it  is  the  fault  of  the  reader,  not  of  the  poet,  is 
that  when  any  interest  of  a  practical  kind  takes  a  shape  that  can 
be  at  all  turned  into  this  (and  there  is  litde  doubt  that  Milton 
had  some  such  in  his  eye  in  writing  it,)  each  party  converts  it 
to  its  own  purposes,  feels  the  absolute  identity  of  these  abstracted 
and  high  speculations ;  and  that,  in  fact,  a  noted  political  writer 
of  the  present  day  has  exhausted  nearly  the  whole  accdunt  of 
Satan  in  the  Paradise  Lost,  by  applying  it  to  a  character  whom 
he  considered  as,  after  the  devil,  (though  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  would  make  even  that  exception)  the  greatest  enemy  of  the 
human  race.  This  may  serve  to  show  that  Milton's  Satan  is 
not  a  very  insipid  personage. 

Of  Adam  and  Eve  it  has  been  said  that  the  ordinary  reader 
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can  feel  little  interest  in  them,  because  they  have  none  of  the 
passions,  pursuits,  or  even  relations  of  human  life,  except  that 
of  man  and  wife,  the  least  interesting  of  all  others,  if  not  to  the 
parties  concerned,  at  least  to  the  by-standers.  The  preference 
has  on  this  account  been  given  to  Homer,  who,  it  is  said,  has 
left  very  vivid  and  infinitely  diversified  pictures  of  all  the  pas- 
sions and  affections,  public  and  private,  incident  to  human 
nature — ^the  relations  of  son,  of  brother,  parent,  friend,  citizen, 
and  many  others. — Longinus  preferred  the  Iliad  to  the  Odyssey, 
on  account  of  the  greater  number  of  battles  it  contains ;  but  I 
can  neither  agree  to  his  criticism,  nor  assent  to  the  present  ob- 
jection. It  is  true  there  is  little  action  in  this  part  of  Milton's 
poem ;  but  there  is  much  repose,  and  more  enjoyment.  There 
are  none  of  the  every-day  occurrences,  contentions,  disputes, 
wars,  fightings,  feuds,  jealousies,  trades,  professions,  liveries,  and 
common  handicrafts  of  life ;  "  no  kind  of  traffic ;  letters  are  not 
known ;  no  use  of  service,  of  riches,  poverty,  contract,  succession, 
bourne,  bound  of  land,  tilth,  vineyard,  none ;  no  occupation,  no 
treason,  felony,  sword,  pike,  knife,  gun,  nor  need  of  any  engine." 
So  much  the  better ;  thank  Heaven,  all  these  were  yet  to  come. 
Put  still  the  die  was  cast,  and  in  them  our  doom  was  sealed. 
In  them  a 

*'  The  generations  were  prepared ;  the  pangs, 
The  internal  pangs,  were  ready,  the  dread  strife 
Ofpoor  humanity's  afflicted  will, 
Struggling  in  vain  with  ruthless  destiny.'' 

In  their  first  false  step  we  trace  all  'our  future  woe,  with  loss 
of  Eden.  But  th^re  was  a  short  and  precious  interval  between, 
like  the  first  blush  of  morning  before  the  day  is  overcast  with 
tempest,  the  dawn  of  the  world,  the  birth  of  nature  from  "  the 
unapparent  deep,"  with  its  first  dews  and  freshness  on  its  cheek, 
breathing  odours.  Theirs  was  the  first  delicious  taste  of  life, 
and  on  them  depended  all  that  was  to  come  of  it.  In  them 
hung  trembling  all  our  hopes  and  fears.  They  were  as  yet 
alone  in  the  world,  in  the  eye  of  nature,  wondering  at  their  new 
being,  full  of  enjoyment,  and  enraptured  with  one  another,  with 
the  voice  of  their  Maker  walking  in  the  garden,  and  minister- 
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ing  angels  attendant  on  their  steps,  winged  messengers  from 
heaven  like  rosy  clouds  descending  in  their  sight  Nature 
played  around  them  her  virgin  fancies  wild;  and  spread  for 
them  a  repast  "  where  no  crude  surfeit  reigned."  Was  there 
nothing  in  this  scene,  which  God  and  nature  alone  witnessed, 
to  interest  a  modem  critic  ?  What  need  was  there  of  action, 
where  the  heart  was  full  of  bliss  and  innocence  without  it? 
They  had  nothing  to  do  but  feel  their  own  happiness,  and 
"  know  to  know  no  more."  "  They  toiled  not,  neither  did  they 
spin ;  yet  Solomon  in  all  his  glory  was  not  arrayed  like  one  of 
these."  All  things  seem  to  acquire  fresh  sweetness,  and  to  be 
clothed  with  fresh  beauty  in  their  sight.  They  tasted  as  it  were 
for  themselves  and  us,  of  all  that  there  ever  was  pure  in  human 
bliss.  "  In  them  the  burthen  of  the  mystery,  the  heavy  and  the 
weary  weight  of  all  this  unintelligible  world,  is  lightened." 
They  stood  awhile  perfect,  but  they  afterwards  fell,  and  were 
driven  out  of  Paradise,  tasting  the  first  fruits  of  bitterness  as  they 
had  done  of  bliss.  But  their  pangs  were  such  as  a  pure  spirit 
might  feel  at  the  sight — their  tears  "such  as  angels  weep." 
The  pathos  is  of  that  mild  contemplative  kind  which  arises  from 
regret  for  the  loss  of  unspeakable  happiness,  and  resignation  to 
inevitable  fate.  There  is  none  of  the  fierceness  of  intemperate 
passion,  none  of  the  agony  of  mind  and  turbulence  of  action, 
which  is  the  result  of  the  habitual  struggle  of  the  will  with  cir- 
cumstances, irritated  by  repeated  disappointment,  and  constantly 
setting  its  desires  most  eagerly  on  that  which  there  is  an  impos- 
sibility of  attaining.  This  would  have  destroyed  the  beauty  of 
the  whole  picture. — They  had  received  their  unlooked-for  hap- 
piness as  a  free  gift  from  their  Creator*s  hands,  and  they  submit- 
ted to  its  loss,  not  without  sorrow,  but  without  impious  and  stub- 
bom  repining. 

"  In  either  hand  the  hast'ning  angel  caught 
Our  ling'ring  parents,  and  to  th'  eastern  gate 
Led  them  direct,  and  down  the  cliff  aa  fast 
To  the  suhjected  plain ;  then  disappeared. 
They,  looking  back,  all  th'  eastern  side  beheld 
Of  Paradise,  so  late  their  happy  seat, 
Wav'd  over  by  that  flaming  brand,  the  gate 
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With  dreadful  faces  thronged,  and  fieiy  i 
Some  natural  tears  they  dropt,  but  wip'd  them  soon  -, 
The  world  was  all  before  them,  where  to  choose 
Their  place  of  rest,  and  Providence  their  guide."  * 

*  In  the  Appendix  will  be  found  the  Author's  criticisms  on  Milton's 
«*Eve"and«Lyddas.'» 
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LECTURE  IV. 

ON  DRTDEN  AND  POPE. 

Datden  and  Pope  are  the  great  masters  of  the  artificial  style  of 
poetry  in  our  language,  as  the  poets  of  whom  I  have  already 
treated,  Chaucer,  Spenser,  Shakspeare,  and  Milton,  were  of  the 
natural ;  and  though  this  artificial  style  is  generally  and  very 
justly  acknowledged  to  be  inferior  to  the  other,  yet  those  who 
stand  at  the  head  of  that  class  ought,  perhaps,  to  rank  higher 
than  those  who  occupy  an  inferior  place  in  a  superior  class. 
They  have  a  clear  and  independent  claim  upon  our  gratitude, 
as*  hating  produced  a  kind  and  degree  of  excellence  which  ex- 
isted equally  nowhere  else.  What  has  been  done  well  by  some 
later  writers  of  the  highest  style  of  poetry,  is  included  in,  and  ob- 
scured by,  a  greater  degree  of  power  and  genius  in  those  before 
them :  what  has  been  done  best  by  poets  of  an  entirely  distinct 
torn  of  mind,  stands  by  itself,  and  teiiS  for  its  whole  amount 
Young,  for  instance.  Gray,  or  Akenside,  only  follow  in  the  train 
of  Milton  and  Shakspeare:  Pope  and  Dryden  walk  by  their  side, 
though  of  an  unequal  stature,  and  are  entitled  to  a  first  place  in 
the  lists  of  fame.  This  seems  to  be  not  only  the  reason  of  the 
thing,  but  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  who,  without  any  reg- 
ular process  of  reflection,  judge  of  the  merit  of  a  work  not  more 
by  its  inherent  and  absolute  worth  than  by  its  originality  and 
capacity  of  gratifying  a  different  faculty  of  the  mind,  or  a  differ- 
ent class  of  readers ;  for  it  should  be  recollected  that  there  may 
be  readers  (as  well  as  poets)  not  of  the  highest  class,  though  very 
good  sort  of  people,  and  not  ahogether  to  be  despised. 

The  question,  whether  Pope  was  a  poet,  has  hardly  yet  been 
settled,  and  is  hardly  worth  settling ;  for,  if  he  was  not  a  great 
poet,  he  must  have  been  a  great  prose-writer,  that  is,  he  was  a 
great  writer  of  some  sort    He  was  a  man  of  exquisite  faculties^ 
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and  of  the  most  refined  taste ;  and  as  he  chose  verse  (the  moat 
obvious  distinction  of  poetry)  as  the  vehicle  to  exipress  his  ideaSp 
he  has  generally  passed  for  a  poet,  and  a  good  one.  If,  indeed, 
by  a  great  poet,  we  mean  one  who  gives  the  utmost  grandeur  to 
our  conceptions  of  nature,  or  the  utmost  force  to  the  passions  of 
the  heart,  Pope  was  not  in  this  sense  a  great  poet ;  for  the  bent, 
the  characteristic  power  of  his  mind,  lay  the  clean  contrary  way ; 
namely,  in  representing  things  as  they  appear  to  the  indifierent 
observer,  stripped  of  prejudice  and  passion,  as  in  his  Critical  £s- 
aajrs ;  or  in  representing  them  in  the  most  contemptible  and  in* 
significant  point  of  view,  as  in  his  Satires ;  or  in  clothing  the 
little  with  mock-dignity,  as  in  his  poems  of  Fancy ;  or  in  adorn- 
mg  the  trivial  incidents  and  familiar  relations  of  life  with  the 
utmost  elegance  of  expression,  and  all  the  flattering  illusions  of 
friendship  or  self-love,  as  in  his  Epistles.  He  was  not  then  dis< 
tinguished  as  a  poet  of  lofty  enthusiasm,  of  strong  imagination, 
with  a  passionate  sense  of  the  beauties  of  nature,  or  a  deep  in- 
sight into  the  workings  of  the  heart ;  but  he  was  a  wit,  and  a 
critic,  a  man  of  sense,  of  observation,  and  the  world,  with  a  keen 
relish  for  the  elegances  of  art,  or  of  nature  when  embellished  by 
art,  a  quick  tact  for  propriety  of  thought  and  manners  as  estab- 
lished by  the  forms  and  customs  of  society,  refined  sympathy 
with  the  sentiments  and  habitudes  of  human  life,  as  he  felt  them 
within  the  little  circle  of  his  family  and  friends.  He  was,  in  a 
word,  the  poet,  not  of  nature,  but  of  art ;  and  the  distinction  be* 
tween  the  two,  as  well  as  I  can  make  it  out,  is  this : — The  poet 
of  nature  is  one  who,  firom  the  elements  of  beauty,  of  power,  and 
of  passion  in  his  own  breast,  sympathises  with  whatever  is  beau- 
tiful, and  grand,  and  impassioned  in  nature,  in  its  simple  majesty, 
in  its  immediate  appeal  to  the  senses,  to  the  thoughts  and  hearte 
of  all  men ;  so  that  the  poet  of  nature,  by  the  truth,  and  depth, 
and  harmony  of  his  mind,  may  be  said  to  hold  communion  with 
the  very  soul  of  nature ;  to  be  identified  with,  and  to  foreknow, 
and  to  record,  the  feelings  of  all  men,  at  all  tiroes  and  places,  a* 
diey  are  liable  to  the  same  impressions ;  and  to  exert  the  same 
power  over  the  minds  of  his  readers  that  nature  does.  He  sees 
things  in  their  eternal  beauty,  for  he  sees  them  as  they  are ;  he 
feels  them  in  their  universal  interest,  for  he  feels  them  as  thef 
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ifkct  the  first  principles  of  his  and  our  common  nature.  Such 
was  Homer,  such  was  Shakspeare,  whose  works  will  last  as  long 
as  nature,  because  they  are  a  copy  of  the  indestructible  forms  and 
everlasting  impulses  of  nature,  welling  out  from  the  bosom  as 
firom  a  perennial  spring,  or  stamped  upon  the  senses  by  the  hand 
of  their  Maker.  The  power  of  the  imagination  in  them  is  the 
representative  power  of  all  nature.  It  has  its  centre  in  the  hu- 
man soul,  and  makes  the  circuit  of  the  universe. 

Pope  was  not  assuredly  a  poet  of  this  class,  or  in  the  first  rank 
of  it.  He  saw  nature  only  dressed  by  art ;  he  judged  of  beasty 
by  fashion ;  he  sought  for  truth  in  the  opinions  of  the  world ;  he 
judged  of  the  feelings  of  others  by  his  own.  The  capacious  soul 
of  Shakspeare  had  an  intuitive  and  mighty  sympathy  with  what- 
ever could  enter  into  the  heart  of  man  in  all  possible  circum- 
stances :  Pope  had  an  exact  knowledge  of  all  that  he  himself 
loved  or  hated,  wished  or  wanted.  Milton  has  winged  his  daring 
flight  from  heaven  to  earth,  through  Chaos  and  old  Night 
Pope's  Muse  never  wandered  with  safety,  but  from  his  library 
to  his  grotto,  or  from  his  grotto  into  his  library  back  again.  His 
mind  dwelt  with  greater  pleasure  on  his  own  garden  than  on  the 
garden  of  Eden ;  he  could  describe  the  faultless  whole-length 
mirror  that  reflected  his  own  person  better  than  the  smooth  sur- 
face of  the  lake  that  reflects  the  face  of  heaven — a  piece  of  cut 
glass  or  a  pair  of  paste  buckles  with  more  brilliance  and  eflect 
than  a  thousand  dew-drops  glittering  in  the  sun.  He  would  be 
more  delighted  with  a  patent  lamp  than  with  ''  the  pale  reflex 
of  Cynthia's  brow,"  that  fills  the  skies  with  its  soft  silent  lustre, 
that  trembles  through  the  cottage  window,  and  cheers  the  watch- 
ful mariner  on  the  lonely  wave.  In  short,  he  was  the  poet  of 
personality  and  of  polished  life.  That  wliich  was  nearest  to  him 
was  the  greatest ;  the  fashion  of  the  day  bore  sway  in  his  mind 
over  the  immutable  laws  of  nature.  He  preferred  the  artificial 
to  the  natural  in  external  objects,  because  he  had  a  stronger 
fellow-feeling  with  the  self-love  of  the  maker  or  proprietor  of  a 
gewgaw  than  admiration  of  that  which  was  interesting  to  all 
mankind.  He  preferred  the  artificial  to  the  natural  in  passion, 
because  the  involuntary  and  uncalculating  impulses  of  the  one 
hurried  him  away  with  a  force  and  vehemence  with  which  he 
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could  not  grapple ;  while  he  could  trifle  with  the  conventional 
and  superficial  modifications  of  mere  sentiment  at  will,  laugh  at 
or  admire,  put  them  on  or  ofif  like  a  masquerade-dress,  make 
much  or  little  of  them,  indulge  them  for  a  longer  or  a  shorter 
time,  as  he  pleased ;  and  hecause,  while  they  amused  his  fancy 
and  exercised  his  ingenuity,  they  never  once  disturbed  his  vani- 
ty, his  levity,  or  ipdifierence.  His  mind  was  the  antithesis  of 
strength  and  grandeur ;  its  power  was  the  power  of  indifierence. 
He  had  none  of  the  enthusiasm  of  poetry;  he  was  in  poetry 
what  the  sceptic  is  in  religion. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  his  chief  excellence  lay  more  in 
diminishing  than  in  aggrandizing  objects ;  in  checking,  not  in 
encouraging,  our  enthusiasm ;  in  sneering  at  the  extravagances 
of  fancy  or  passion,  instead  of  giving  a  loose  to  them ;  in  de- 
scribing a  row  of  pins  and  needles  rather  than  the  embatded 
spears  of  Greeks  and  Trojans ;  in  penning  a  lampoon  or  a  com- 
pliment, and  in  praising  Martha  Blount.    . 

Shakspeare  says, 

■  In  Fortune's  ray  and  brightness 


The  herd  hath  more  annoyance  by  the  brize 
Than  by  the  tyger :  but  when  the  splitting  wind 
Makes  flexible  the  knees  of  knotted  oaks, 
And  flies  fled  under  shade,  why  then  , 

The  thing  of  courage, 

As  roused  with  rage,  with  rage  doth  sympathise ; 
And,  with  an  accent  tuned  in  the  self-same  key, 
Replies  to  chiding  Fortune." 

There  is  none  of  this  rough  work  in  Pope.  His  Muse  was  on 
a  peace-establishment,  and  grew  somewhat  eflTeminate  by. long 
ease  and  indulgence.  He  lived  in  the  smiles  of  fortune,  and 
basked  in  the  favour  of  the  great.  In  his  smooth  and  polished 
verse  we  meet  with  no  prodigies  of  nature,  but  with  miracles  of 
wit ;  the  thunders  of  his  pen  are  whispered  flatteries  ;  its  forked 
lightnings  pointed  sarcasms ;  for  "  the  gnarled  oak,"  he  gives  us 
^^  the  soft  myrde :"  for  rocks,  and  seas,  and  mountains,  artificial 
grass-plats,  gravel-walks,  and  tinkling  rills ;  for  earthquakes  and 
tempests,  the  breaking  of  a  flower-pot,  or  the  fall  of  a  china  jar; 
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for  the  tug  and  war  of  the  elements,  or  the  deadly  strife  of  the 
jNifliiona,  we  have 

**  Calm  contemplation  and  poetic  ease.*' 

Yet  within  this  retired  and  narrow  circle  how  much,  and  that 
how  exquisite,  was  contained !  What  discrimination,  what  wit, 
what  delicacy,  what  fancy,  what  lurking  spleen,  what  elegance 
of  thought,  what  pampered  refinement  of  sentiment )  It  is  like 
looking  at  the  world  through  a  microscope,  where  every  thing 
assumes  a  new  character  and  a  new  consequence,  where  things 
are  seen  in  their  minutest  circumstances  and  slightest  shades  of 
difference;  where  the  little  hecomes  gig&ntic,  the  deformed 
beautiful,  and  the  beautiful  deformed.  The  wrong  end  of  the 
magnifier  is,  to  be  sure,  held  to  every  thing,  but  still  the  exhi- 
bition, is  highly  curious,  and  we  know  not  whether  to  be  most 
pleased  or  surprised.  Such,  at  least,  is  the  best  account  I  am 
able  to  give  of  this  extraordinary  man,  without  doing  injustice 
to  him  or  others.  It  is  time  te  refer  to  particular  instances  in 
his  works. — The  Rape  of  the  Lock  is  the  best  or  most  inge- 
nious of  these.  It  is  the  most  exquisite  specimen  oi  JUlagree 
work  ever  invented.  It  is  admirable  in  proportion  as  it  is  made 
of  nothing. 

"  More  subtle  web  Arachne  cannot  spin, 
Nor  the  fine  nets,  which  oft  we  woven  see 
Of  scorched  dew,  do  not  in  th'  air  more  lightly  flee.'' 

It  is  made  of  gauze  and  silver  spangles.  The  most  glittering 
appearance  is  given  to  every  thing,  to  paste,  pomatum,  billet- 
doux,  and  patches.  Airs,  languid  airs,  breathe  around;  the 
atmosphere  is  perfumed  with  affectation.  A  toilette  is  described 
with  the  solemnity  of  an  altar  raised  to  the  goddess  of  vanity, 
and  the  history  of  a  silver  bodkin  is  given  with  all  the  pomp  of 
heraldry.  No  pains  are  spared,  no  profusion  of  ornament,  no 
splendour  of  poetic  diction,  to  set  off  the  meanest  things.  The 
balance  between  the  concealed  irony  and  the  assumed  gravity  is 
as  nicely  trimmed  as  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe.  The 
little  is  made  great,  and  the  great  little.  You  hardly  know 
whether  to  laugh  or  weep.    It  is  the  triumph  of  insignificance, 
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the  apotheosis  of  foppery  and  folly.  It  is  the  perfection  of  the 
xnock-heroic !  I  will  give  only  the  two  following  passages  in 
illustration  of  these  remarks.  Can  any  thing  be  more  elegant 
and  graceful  than  the  description  of  Belinda,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  second  canto? 

"  Not  with  more  glories,  in  the  ethereal  plain, 
The  sun  first  rises  o'er  the  purpled  main, 
Than,  issuing  forth,  the  rival  of  his  beams 
Lftunch'd  on  the  bottom  of  the  silver  Thames. 
Fair  nymphs,  and  well-drest  youths  around  her  shonei 
But  ev'ry  eye  was  fix'd  on  her  alone. 
On  her  white  breast  a  sparkling  cross  she  wore, 
Which  Jews  might  kiss  and  infidels  adore. 
Her  lively  looks  a  sprightly  mind  disclose, 
Gtuick  as  her  eyes,  and  as  unfix'd  as  those ; 
Favours  to  none,  to  all  she  smiles  extends  i 
Oft  she  rejects,  but  never  once  offends. 
Bright  as  the  sun,  her  eyes  the  gazers  strike ; 
And,  like  the  sun,  they  shine  on  all  alike, 
Yet  graceful  ease,  and  sweetness  void  of  pride, 
Might  hide  her  faults,  if  belles  had  faults  to  hide : 
If  to  her  share  some  female  errors  fall, 
XiOok  on  her  face,  and  you'll  forget  'em  alL 

This  nymph,  to  the  destruction  of  mankind, 
Nourish'd  two  locks,  which  graceful  hung  behind 
In  equal  curls,  and  well  conspir'd  to  deck 
With  shining  ringlets  the  smooth  iv'ry  neek." 

The  following  is  the  introduction  to  the  account  of  Belinda's 
assault  upon  the  baron  bold,  who  had  dissevered  one  of  these 
locks  ''from  her  fair  head  for  ever  and  for  ever." 

"  Now  meet  thy  fate,  incens'd  Briinda  ery'd. 
And  drew  a  deadly  bodkin  from  her  side. 
(The  same  his  ancient  personage  to  deck. 
Her  great,  great  grandsire  wore  about  his  neck, 
In  three  seal-rings;  which  after,  melted  down, 
Form'd  a  vast  buckle  for  his  widow's  gown : 
Her  infant  grandame's  whistle  next  it  grew, 
The  bells  she  jingled,  and  the  whistle  blew; 
Then  in  a  bodkin  grac'd  her  mother's  hain 
Which  long  she  wore,  and  now  Betinda  wean.'') 

I  do  not  know  how  far  Pope  was  indebted  for  the  originai 
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idea,  or  the  delightful  execution  of  this  poem,  to  the  Lutria 
of  Boileau. 

The  Rape  of  the  Lock  is  a  double-refined  essence  of  wit  and 
fiincy,  as  the  Essay  on  Criticism  is  of  wit  and  sense.  The 
quantity  of  thought  and  observation  in  this  work,  for  so  yoimg 
a  man  as  Pope  was  when  he  wrote  it,  is  wonderful :  unless  we 
adopt  the  supposition  that  most  men  of  genius  spend  the  rest  of 
their  lives  in  teaching  others  what  they  themselves  have  learned 
imder  twenty.  The  conciseness  and  felicity  of  the  expression 
are  equally  remarkable.  Thus,  on  reasoning  on  the  variety  oC 
men's  opinion,  he  says — 

*'  Tb  with  our  judgments,  as  onr  watches ;  none 
Go  just  alike,  yet  each  helieves  his  own.'' 

Nothing  can  be  more  original  and  happy  than  the  general  re- 
marks and  illustrations  in  the  Essay:  the  critical  rules  laid 
down  are  too  much  those  of  a  school,  and  of  a  confined  one. 
There  is  one  passage  in  the  Essay  on  Criticism  in  which  the 
author  speaks  with  that  eloquent  enthusiasm  of  the  fame  of 
ancient  writers,  which  those  wiU  always  feel  who  have  them- 
selves any  hope  or  chance  of  immortality.  .  I  have  quoted  the 
passage  elsewhere,  but  I  will  repeat  it  here. 

*'  Still  green  with  bays  each  ancient  altar  stands^ 
Above  the  reach  of  sacrile^ous  hands ; 
Secure  from  flames,  from  envy's  fiercer  rage, 
Destructive  war,  and  all-involving  age. 
Hail,  bards  triumphant,  bom  in  happier  day% 
Immortal  heirs  of  universal  praise  t 
Whose  honours  with  increase  of  ages  grow, 
As  streams  roll  down,  enlarging  as  they  flow." 

These  lines  come  with  double  force  and  beauty  on  the  reader,  as 
they  were  dictated  by  the  writer's  despair  of  ever  attaining  that 
lasting  glory  which  he  celebrates  with  such  disinterested  enthu- 
siasm in  others,  from  the  lateness  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived, 
and  firom  his  writing  in  a  tongue  not  understood  by  other 
nations,  and  that  grows  obsolete  and  unintelligible  to  ourselves 
at  the  end  of  every  second  century.  But  he  needed  not  have 
thus  antedated  his  own  poetical  doom — ^the  loss  and  entire 
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*in^  rn!«?  "^^ ""  *«  P««nt  3av  Vk  '^  Pretensions  to  it. 

--roC;2f  r'^-^-^det  tr '^''^  •'^"' 

proof  of  th.       r**'^JeA  of  a  critical  r^l.     ,  '^'^  »  kind  of 

"edibJe  T^r  ^  °  *«  ^ord  «««     J^^^  "  ««<»«  successive 

"e^:r'^-^'^n..heinstr,  J^li:^  -^ost  in- 

«  no  less  so  when  they 

"But  of  the  two  les,^. 

„  ?o  tire  o„  pa«e„"  fc"f  V"'  °^»- 

„  And  then  tnr,„^^'°««h«r  common  se„„,         ^' *• 

And  filla  up  ^,  J        ■  ^P*  «  to  our  defence.  '      * 

S^  fa  «=ha„r,  wUh^'  Of  impotence." J.  608,  9. 
^'««^tn.eU»od  "•'«'•=?'■«' "egligence, 

•''»  "»  blotted  idolW  **  °''^'«  fo'  'he  sake  of  thoa^ 

"*«  of  our  author,  chiefly  on  tho^L^^^ca 
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his  aMrrectnesB.  These  persons  seem  to  be  of  opinion  that'' tli«re 
is  but  one  perfect  writet,  even  Pope."  This  is,  however^  a  mia- 
take :  his  excellence  is  by  no  means  fiiultlessnesa  If  he  had  no 
great  faults,  he  is  fill]  of  little  errors.  His  grammatical  construc- 
tion is  often  lame  and  imperfect    In  the  Abelaid  and  Ekuse,  he 


"  There  died  the  bert  of  puaons,  Lore  mnd  Fame." 

This  is  not  a  legitimate  ellipsis.  Fame  is  not  a  passion,  though 
love  is :  but  his  ear  was  evidently  confused  by  the  meeting  of 
the  sounds  '^  love  and  fame,"  as  if  they  of  themselves  immedi- 
ately implied,  "  love,  and  love  of  fame."  Pope's  rhymes  are 
constantly  defective,  being  rhymes  to  the  eye  instead  of  the  ear ; 
and  this  to  a  greater  degree,  not  only  than  in  later,  but  than  in 
preceding,  writera  The  praise  of  his  versification  must  be  con- 
fined to  its  uniform  smoothness  and  harmony.  In  the  transla- 
tion of  the  Iliad,  which  has  been  considered  as  his  masterpiece 
in  style  and  execution,  he  continually  changes  the  tenses  in  the 
same  sentence  for  the  purpose  of  the  rhyme,  which  shows  either 
a  want  of  technical  resources,  or  great  inattention  to  punctilious 
exactness.     But  to  have  done  with  this. 

The  epistle  of  Eloise  to  Abekrd  is  the  only  exception,  I  can 
think  of,  to  the  general  spirit  of  the  foregoing  remarks ;  and  I 
should  be  disingenuous  not  to  acknowledge  that  it  is  an  excep- 
tion. The  foundation  is  in  the  letters  themselves  of  Abelard  and 
Eloise,  which  are  quite  as  impressive,  but  still  in  a  difl^rent  way. 
It  is  fine  as  a  poem :  it  is  finer  as  a  piece  of  high-wrought  elo- 
quence. No  woman  could  be  supposed  to  write  a  better  love- 
letter  in  verse.  Besides  the  richness  of  the  historical  materials, 
the  high  gusto  of  the  original  sentiments  which  Pope  had  to 
work  upon,  there  were  perhaps  circumstances  in  his  own  situa- 
tion which  made  him  enter  into  the  subject  with  even  more  than 
a  poet's  feeling.  The  tears  shed  are  drops  gushing  finom  the 
heart :  the  words  are  burning  sighs  breathed  from  the  soul  of 
love.  Perhaps  the  poem  to  which  it  bears  the  greatest  similarity 
in  our  language  is  Dryden's  Tancred  and  Sigismunda,  taken 
from  Boccaccio.  Pope's  Eloise  will  bear  this  comparison ;  and 
wket  such  a  test,  with  Boccaccio  for  the  original  author,  and 
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Dryden  for  ike  translator,  it  need  shrink  from  no  other.  There 
is  something  exceedingly  tender  and  beautiful  in  the  sound  of 
the  concluding  lines : 

"  If  ever  chance  two  wandering  lovers  brings 
To  Paraclete's  white  walls  and  silver  springs/'  &c. 

The  Essay  on  Man  is  not  Pope's  best  work.  It  is  a  theory 
which  Bolingbroke  is  supposed  to  have  giren  him,  and  which  he 
expanded  into  verse.  But  '<  he  spins  the  thread  of  his  verbosity 
finer  than  the  staple  of  his  argument."  All  that  he  says,  ^'  the 
very  words,  and  to  the  self-same  tune,"  would  prove  just  as  well 
that  whatever  is  is  torongy  as  that  whatever  is  is  right.  The 
Dunciad  has  splendid  passages,  but  in  general  it  is  dull,  heavy, 
and  mechanical.  The  sarcasm  already  quoted  on  Settle,  the 
Lord  Mayor's  poet  (for  at  that  time  there  was  a  city,  as  well  as 
a  court,  poet,) 

"  Now  night  descending,  the  proud  scene  is  o'er, 
But  lives  in  Settle's  numbers  one  day  more/'>- 

18  the  finest  inversion  of  immortality  conceivable.  It  is  even 
better  than  his  serious  apostrophe  to  the  great  heirs  of  glory,  the 
triumphant  bards  of  antiquity ! 

The  finest  burst  of  severe  moral  invective  in  all  Pope  is  the 
prophetical  conclusion  of  the  epilogue  to  the  Satires : 

**  Virtue  may  chuse  the  high  or  low  degree, 
'Tis  just  alike  to  virtue,  and  to  me ; 
Dwell  in  a  monk,  or  light  upon  a  king, 
She's  still  the  same  belov'd,  contented  thing. 
Vice  is  undone,  if  she  forgets  her  birth, 
And  stoops  from  angels  to  the  dregs  of  earth* 
But  'tis  the  fall  degrades  her  to  a  whore : 
Let  greatness  own  her,  and  she's  mean  no  more. 
Her  birth,  her  beauty,  crowds  and  courts  confess. 
Chaste  matrons  praise  her,  and  grave  bishops  bie8»| 
In  golden  chains  the  willing  world  she  draws. 
And  hen  the  gospel  is,  and  hers  the  laws ; 
Mounts  the  tribanal,  liAs  her  scarlet  bead, 
And  sees  pale  Virtue  carted  in  her  stead. 
Lo!  at  the  wheels  of  her  triumphal  car, 
Old  EngUnd's  Geoins,  rough  with  many  a  tew. 
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Dragg'd  in  the  dust !  his  amw  h&ng  idly  roand, 

His  flag  inverted  trains  along  the  ground !   * 

Our  youth,  all  livery'd  o'er  with  foreign  gold, 

Before  her  dance ;  hehind  her  crawl  the  old ! 

See  thronging  millions  to  the  Pagod  run, 

And  ofler  country,  parent,  wife,  or  son ! 

Hear  her  black  trumpet  through  the  land  proclaim 

That  not  to  be  corrupted  is  the  shame. 

In  soldier,  churchman,  patriot,  man  in  pow'r, 

Tis  av'rice  all,  ambition  is  no  more ! 

See  all  our  nobles  begging  to  be  slaves! 

See  all  our  fools  aspiring  to  be  knaves ! 

The  wit  of  cheats,  the  courage  of  a  whore, 

Are  what  ten  thousand  envy  and  adore : 

All,  all  look  up  with  reverential  awe 

At  crimes  that  'scape  ot  triumph  o'er  the  law ; 

While  truth,  worth,  wisdom,  daily  they  decry: 

Nothing  is  sacred  now  but  villany. 

Yet  may  tlus  verse  (if  such  a  verse  remain) 

Show  there  was  one  who  held  it  in  disdain." 

His  Satires  are  not  in  general  so  good  as  his  Epistle&  His 
enmity  is  efieminate  and  petulant  from  a  sense  of  weakness,  as 
his  friendshij)  was  tender  from  a  sense  of  gratitude.  I  do  not 
like,  for  instance,  his  character  of  Chartres,  or  his  characters  of 
women.  His  delicacy  often  borders  upon  sickliness ;  his  fasti- 
diousness makes  others  fastidious.  But  his  compliments  are  di- 
vine ;  they  are  equal  in  value  to  a  house  or  an  estate.  Take 
the  following.  In  addressing  Lord  Mansfield,  he  speaks  of  the 
grave  as  a  scene, 

"  Where  Murray,  long  enough  his  country's  pride, 
Shall  be  no  more  than  Tully,  or  than  Hyde." 

To  Bolingbroke  he  says — 

"Why  rail  they  then  if  but  one  wreath  of  mine, 
Oh  all-accomplished  St  John,  deck  thy  shrine  1" 

Again,  he  has  bequeathed  this  praise  to  Lord  Combury — 

"  Despise  low  thoughts,  low  gains : 
Disdain  whatever  Combury  disdains; 
Be  virtuous  and  be  happy  for  your  pains." 

One  would  think  (though  there  is  no  knowing)  that  a  descend- 
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ant  of  this  nobleman,  if  there  be  such  a  person  living,  could 
hardly  be  guilty  of  a  mean  or  paltry  action. 

The  finest  piece  of  personal  satire  in  Pope  (perhaps  in  the 
world)  is  his  character  of  Addison;  and  this,  it  may  be  observed, 
is  of  a  mixed  kind,  made  up  of  his  respect  for  the  man,  and  a 
cutting  sense  of  his  failings.  The  other  finest  one  is  that  of 
Buckingham,  and  the  best  part  of  that  is  the  pleasurable. 


-  Alas !  how  changed  from  him, 


That  life  of  pleasure  and  that  soul  of  whim, 
Gallant  and  gay,  in  Cliveden's  proud  alcove, 
The  hower  of  wanton  Shrewsbuiy  and  love  I" 

Among  his  happiest  and  most  inimitable  efiTusions  are  the  Epis- 
tles to  Arbuthnot,  and  to  Jervas  the  painter ;  amiable  patterns  of 
the  delightful  unconcerned  life,  blending  ease  with  dignity, 
which  poets  and  painters  then  led.     Thus  he  says  to  Arbuthnot : 

"  Why  did  I  write  1    What  sin  to  me  unknown 
Dipp'd  me  in  ink,  my  parents'  or  my  own  1 
As  yet  a  child,  nor  yet  a  fool  to  fame, 
I  lisped  in  numbers,  for  the  numbers  came. 
I  left  no  calling  for  this  idle  tracbB, 
No  duty  broke,  no  father  disobey'd : 
The  muse  but  serv'd  to  ease  some  friend,  not  wife, 
To  help  me  thihough  this  long  disease,  my  life ! 
To  second,  Arbuthnot !  thy  art  and  care, 
And  teach  the  being  you  preserv'd  to  bear. 

But  why  then  publish  1    Granville  the  polite, 
And  knowing  Walsh,  would  tell  me  I  could  write ; 
Well-natur'd  Grarth  inflam'd  with  early  praise, 
And  Congreve  lov'd,  and  Svrift  endur'd,  my  lays; 
The  courtly  Talbot,  Somers,  Sheffield,  read; 
E'en  mitred  Rochester  would  nod  the  head ; 
And  St  John's  self  (great  Dryden's  friend  before) 
With  open  arms  receiv'd  one  poet  more. 
Happy  my  studies,  when  by  these  approved ! 
Happier  their  author,  when  by  these  belov'd ! 
From  these  the  world  will  judge  of  men  and  books, 
Not  from  the  Bumets,  Oldmixpns,  and  Cooks." 

I  cannot  help  giving  also  the  conclusion  of  the  Epistle  to 
Jervas. 
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**  Oh,  laiting  m  those  oologn,  maj  they  dune, 
Free  u  thy  itroke,  yet  fimltleM  u  thy  line  *, 
New  graces  yearly,  like  thy  works,  display, 
ffoft,  without  weakness,  without  glaring  gay ; 
tied  by  some  rale,  that  guides,  but  not  constrains ; 
And  inish'd  more  throogh  happiness  than  pains, 
The  kindred  arts  shaU  in  their  praise  conspire, 
One  dip  the  pencil,  and  one  string  the  lyre. 
Yet  should  the  Graces  all  thy^figures  place, 
And  breathe  an  air  divine  on  ev'ry  free ; 
Yet  should  the  Muses  bid  my  nomben  roll 
Strong  as  their  charms,  and  gentle  as  their  soul ; 
With  Zeuxis'  Helen  thy  Bridgewater  vie, 
And  these  be  sung  till  Ghranyille's  Myra  die : 
Alas  1  how  little  from  the  grare  we  claim  I 
Thou  but  preserv'st  a  face,  and  I  a  name.*' 

And  shall  we  cut  ourselves  off  from  beauties  like  these  with 
a  theory?  Shall  we  shut  up  our  books,  and  seal  up  our  senses, 
to  please  the  dull  spite  and  inordinate  vanity  of  those  ^  who 
have  eyes,  but  they  see  not — ears,  but  they  hear  not — and  un- 
derstandings, but  they  understand  not,"*-and  go  about  asking 
our  blind  guides  whether  Pope  was  a  poet  or  not?  It  will 
never  do.  Such  persons,  when  you  point  out  to  them  a  fine 
passage  in  Pope,  turn  it  off  to  something  of  the  same  sort  in 
some  other  writer.  Thus  they  say  that  the  line,  "  I  lisp'd  in 
numbers,  for  the  numbers  came,"  is  pretty,  but  taken  from  that 
of  Ovid — Et  quum  e&nabar  seriberej  verms  erat.  They  are  safe 
in  this  mode  of  criticism :  there  is  no  danger  of  any  one's  tracing 
their  writings  to  the  classics. 

Pope's  letters  and  prose  writings  neither  take  away  from,  nor 
add  to,  his  poetical  reputatioQ.  There  is,  occaaionaily,  a  little- 
ness of  manner,  and  an  unneoessny  degree  of  caution.  He  ap- 
pears anxious  to  say  a  good  thing  in  every  word,  as  well  as 
every  sentence.  They,  however,  give  a  very  favourable  idea 
of  his  moral  character  in  all  respects ;  and  his  letters  to  Atter- 
bury,  in  his  disgrace  and  exile,  do  equal  honour  to  both.  If  I 
had  to  choose,  there  are  one  or  two  persons,  and  but  one  or  two, 
that  I  should  like  to  have  been,  better  than  Pope  I 

Dryden  was  a  better  prose-writer,  and  a  bolder  and  more  va- 
ried versifier,  than  Pope.    He  was  a  more  vigorous  thinker,  a 
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more  correct  and  logical  declaimer,  and  had  more  of  what  may 
be  called  strength  of  mind  than  Pope ;  but  he  had  not  the  same 
refinement  and  delicacy  of  feeling.  Dryden's  eloquence  and 
spirit  were  possessed  in  a  higher  degree  by  others,  and  in  nearly 
the  same  degree  by  Pope  himself;  but  that  by  which  Pope  was 
distinguished  was  an  essence  which  he  alone  possessed,  and  of 
incomparable  value  on  that  sole  account  Dryden's  Epistles 
are  excellent,  but  inferior  to  Pope's,  though  they  appear  (par- 
ticularly the  admirable  one  to  Congreve)  to  have  been  the 
model  on  which  the  latter  formed  his.  His  Satires  are  better 
than  Pope's.  His  Absalom  and  Achitophel  is  superior,  both  in 
force  of  invective  and  discrimination  of  character,  to  anything 
of  Pope's  in  the  same  way.  The  charax;ter  of  Achitophel  is 
very  fine ;  and  breathes,  if  not  a  sincere  love  for  virtue,  a  strong 
spirit  of  indignation  against  vice. 

Mac  Flecknoe  is  the  origin  of  the  idea  of  the  Dunciad ;  but 
it  is  less  elaborately  constructed,  less  feeble,  and  less  heavy. 
The  difierence  between  Pope's  satirical  portraits  and  Dryden's 
appears  to  be  this,  in  a  good  measure,  that  Dryden  seems  to 
grapple  with  his  antagonists,  and  to  describe  real  persons ; ' 
Pope  seems  to  refine  upon  them  in  his  own  mind,  and  to  make 
them  out  just  what  he  pleases,  till  they  are  not  real  characters^ 
but  the  mere  driveting  effusions  of  his  spleen  and  malice.  Pope 
describes  the  thing,  and  then  goes  on  describing  his  own  de 
scription  till  he  loses  himself  in  verbal  repetitions.  Dryden  re- 
curs to  the  object  often,  takes  fresh  sittings  of  nature,  and  gives 
us  new  strokes  of  character  as  well  as  of  his  pencil  The  Hind 
and  Panther  is  an  allegory  as  well  as  a  satire ;  and  so  far  it  tells 
less  home ;  the  battery  is  not  so  point-blank.  But  otherwise  it 
has  more  genius,  vehemence,  and  strength  of  description,  than 
any  other  of  Dryden's  works,  not  excepting  the  Absalom  and 
Achitophel  It  also  contains  the  finest  examples  of  varied  and 
sounding  versification.  I  will  quote  the  following  as  an  in- 
stance of  what  I  mean.  He  is  complaining  of  the  treatment 
which  the  Papists,  under  James  II.,  received  from  the  church  of 
England. 

**  Bendei  these  jolly  birds,  whose  eorpse  impure 
Repeid  tbnr  commons  with  their  salt  maaorei 
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Another  fann  he  had  behind  his  home, 
Not  oventocked,  but  barely  tor  hii  me; 
Wherein  hie  jioor  domeetic  poaltiy  fed, 
And  from  his  pious  hand  *  received  their  bread.' 
Our  pampered  pigeons,  with  malignant  eyes, 
Beheld  these  inmates  and  their  nurseries ; 
Though  hard  their  fare,  at  evening,  and  at  mom, 
(A  cruise  of  water,  and  an  ear  of  com,) 
Yet  still  they  grudged  that  modicumf  and  Aought  « 

A  sheaf  in  every  single  grain  was  brought 
Fain  would  they  filch  that  little  food  away, 
While  unrestrained  those  happy  gluttons  prey ; 
And  much  they  grieved  to  see  so  nigh  their  hall, 
The  bird  that  warned  St.  Peter  of  his  fiill ; 
That  he  should  raise  his  mitred  crest  on  high, 
And  clap  his  wings,  and  call  his  fiunily 
To  sacred  rites;  and  vex  the  ethereal  powers 
With  midnight  matins  at  uncivil  hours ; 
Nay  more,  his  quiet  neighbours  should  molest 
Just  in  the  sweetness  of  thdr  morning  rest 
^      Beast  of  a  bird !  supinely  when  he  might 
Lie  snug  and  sleep,  to  rise  before  the  light ! 
What  if  his  dull  forefathers  us'd  that  ciy. 
Could  he  not  let  a  bad  example  die  1 
The  world  was  fallen  into  an  easier  way: 
This  age  knew  better  than  to  fast  and  pray. 
Qood  sense  in  sacred  worship  would  appear, 
So  to  begin  as  they  might  end  the  year. 
Such  feats  in  former  times  had  wrought  the  falls 
Of  crowing  chanticleers  in  cloister'd  walls. 
Expell'd  for  this,  and  for  their  lands,  they  fled ; 
And  sister  Partlet  with  her  hooded  head 
Was  hooted  hence,  because  she  would  not  pray  a-bed." 

There  is  a  magnanimity  of  abuse  in  some  of  these  epithets,  a 
fearless  choice  of  topics  of  invective,  which  may  be  considered 
as  the  heroical  in  satire. 

The  Annus  MiraJnlis  is  a  tedious  performance ;  it  is  a  tissue 
of  far-fetched,  heavy,  lumbering  conceits,  and  in  the  worst  style 
of  what  haa  been  denominated  metaphysical  poetry.  His  Odes 
in  general  are  of  the  same  stamp ;  they  are  the  hard-fitrained 
oflspring  of  a  meagre,  meretricious  fancy.  The  famous  Ode  on 
St  Cecilia  deserves  its  reputation ;  for,  as  a  piece  of  poetical  me- 
chanism to  be  set  to  music,  or  recited  in  alternate  strophe  and 
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antistrophe,  with  classical  allusions,  and  flowing  verse,  nothing 
can  be  better.  It  is  equally  fit  to  be  said  or  sung ;  it  is  not 
equally  good  to  read.  It  is  lyrical,  without  being  epic  or  dra- 
matic.    For  instance,  the  description  of  Bacchus, 

"  The  jolly  god  in  triumph  cSomes, 
Sound  the  trumpets,  beat  the  drums ; 
Flush'd  with  a  purple  grace, 
*'  He  shows  his  honest  face," — 

does  not  answer,  as  it  ought,  to  our  idea  ©f  the  god,  returning 
from  the  conquest  of  India,  with  sat3rrs  and  wild  beasts,  that  he 
had  tamed,  following  in  his  train ;  crowned  with  vine  leaves, 
and  riding  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  leopards — such  as  we  have 
seen  him  painted  by  Titian  or  Rubens !  Lyrical  poetry,  of  all 
others,  bears  the  nearest  resemblance  to  painting:  it  deals  in 
hieroglyphics  and  passing  figures,  which  depend  for  efiect,  not 
on  the  working  out,  but  on  the  selection.  It  is  the  dance  and 
pantomime  of  poetry.  In  variety  and  rapidity  of  movement,  the 
Alexander's  Feast  has  all  that  can  be  required  in  this  respect ; 
it  only  wants  loftiness  and  truth  of  character. 

Dryden*s  plays  are  better  than  Pope  could  have  written ;  for 
though  he  does  not  go  out  of  himself  by  the  force  of  imagina- 
tion, he  goes  out  of  himself  by  the  force  of  common-places  and 
rhetorical  dialogue.  On  the  other » hand,  they  are  not  so  good 
as  Shakspeare's ;  but  he  has  left  the  best  character  of  Shakspeare 
that  has  ever  been  written.* 

*  "  To  begin,  then,  with  Shakspeare :  he  was  the  man  who  of  all  modem, 
and  perhaps  ancient,  poets  had  the  largest  and  most  comprehensive  soul. 
AU  the  images  of  nature  were  still  present  to  him,  and  he  drew  them  not 
laboriously,  but  luckily :  when  he  'describes  anything,  you  more  than  see  it, 
jrou  feel  it,  too.  Those  who  accuse  him  to  have  wanted  learning  give  him 
the  greater  commendation :  he  was  naturally  learned ;  he  needed  not  thd 
spectacles  of  books  to  read  nature ;  he  looked  inwards  and  found  her  there. 
I  cannot  say  he  is  everywhere  alike ;  were  he  so,  I  should  do  him  injury  to 
compare  him  with  the  greatest  of  mankind.  He  is  many  times  flat  and  in- 
sipid :  his  comic  wit  degenerating  into  clenches,  his  serious,  swelling  into 
bombast  But  he  is  always  great  when  some  great  occasion  is  presented  to 
him.  No  man  can  say  he.  ever  had  a  fit  subject  for  his  wit,  and  did  not 
ttien  raise  himself  as  high  above  the  redt  of  poets, 
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His  alterations  from  Chaucer  and  Boccaccio  show  a  greaiter 
knowledge  of  the  taste  of  his  readers,  and  power  of  pleasing- 
them,  than  acquaintance  with  the  genius  of  his  authors.  He 
ekes  out  the  lameness  of  the  verse  in  the  former,  and  breaks  the 
force  of  the  passion  in  both.  The  Tancred  and  Sigismunda  is 
the  only  general  exception,  in  which,  I  think,  he  has  fully  re- 
tained, if  not  improved  upon,  the  impassioned  declamation  of 
the  originaL  The  Honoria  has  none  of  the  bewildered,  dreary, 
preternatural  effect  of  Boccaccio's  story.  Nor  has  the  Flower 
and  the  Leaf  any  thmg  of  the  enchanting  simplicity  and  con- 
centrated feeling  of  Chaucer's  romantic  fiction*  Dryden,  how- 
ever, sometimes  seemed  to  indulge  himself  as  well  as  his  readers, 
as  in  keeping  entire  that  noble  line  in  Palamon's  address  to 
Venus: 

''  Thou  gladder  of  the  mount  of  Citheion !" 

His  Tales  have  been,  upon  the  whole,  the  most  popular  of 
his  works ;  and  I  should  think  that  a  translation  of  some  of  the 
other  serious  tales  in  Boccaccio  and  Chaucer,  as  that  of  Isabella, 
the  Falcon,  of  Constance,  the  Prioress's  Tale,  and  others,  if  exe- 
cuted with  taste  and  spirit,  could  not  fail  to  succeed  in  the 
present  day. 

It  should  appear,  in  tracing  the  history  of  our  literature,  that 
poetry  had,  at  the  period  of  which  we  are  speaking,  in  general 
declined,  by  successive  gradations,  from  the  poetry  of  imagina- 
tion, in  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  to  the  poetry  of  fancy  (to  adopt  a 
modem  distinction)  in  the  time  of  Charles  I. ;  and  again  from 
the  poetry  of  fancy  to  that  of  wit,  as  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
and  Queen  Anne.  It  degenerated  into  the  poetry  of  mere  com- 
mon places,  both  in  style  and  thought,  in  the  succeeding  reigns : 
as  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century,  it  was  transformed,  by 
means  of  the  French  Revolution,  into  the  poetry  of  paradox. 

Of  Donne  I  know  nothing  but  some  beautiful  verses  to  his 
wife,  dissuading  her  from  accompanying  him  on  his  travels 
abroad,  and  some  quaint  riddles  in  verse,  which  the  Sphinx 
could  not  unravel. 

Waller  still  lives  in  the  name  of  Sachaiissa ;  and  his  lines 
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on  the  death  of  Oliver  Cromwell  show  that  he  was  a  man  not 
without  genius  and  strength  of  thought. 

Marvel  is  a  writer  of  nearly  the  same  period,  and  worthy  of 
a  better  age.  Some  of  his  verses  are*  harsh  as  the  words  of 
Mercury ;  others  musical  as  is  Apollo's  lute.  Of  the  latter 
kind  are  his  boat-song,  his  description  of  a  fawn,  and  his  lines 
to  Lady  Vere.  His  lines  prefixed  to  Paradise  Lost  are  by  no 
means  the  most  favourable  specimen  of  his  powers. 

Butler's  Hudibras  is  a  poem  of  more  wit  than  any  other  in 
the  language.  The  rhymes  have  as  much  genius  in  them  as 
the  thoughts ;  but  there  is  no  story  in  it,  and  but  little  humour. 
Humour  is  the  making  others  act  or  talk  absurdly  and  uncon- 
sciously :  wit  is  the  pointing  out  and  ridiculing  that  absurdity 
consciously,  and  with  more  or  less  ill-nature.  The  fault  of 
Butler's  poem  is  not  that  it  has  too  much  wit,  but  that  it  has  not 
an  equal  quantity  of  other  things.  One  would  suppose  that  the 
starched  manners  and  sanctified  grimace  of  the  times  in  which 
he  lived  would  of  themselves  have  been  sufficiently  rich  in  ludi- 
crous incidents  and  characters ;  but  they  seem  rather  to  have 
irritated  his  spleen  than  to  have  drawn  forth  his  powers  of  pic- 
turesque imitation.  Certainly,  if  we  compare  Hudibras  with  Don 
duixote  in  this  respect,  it  seems  rather  a  meagre  and  unsatis- 
factory performance. 

Rochester's  poetry  is  the  poetry  of  wit  combined  with  thei 
love  of  pleasure,  of  thought  with  licentiousness.  His  extrava- 
gant heedless  levity  has  a  sort  of  passionate  enthusiasm  in  it ; 
his  contempt  for  everything  that  others  respect  almost  amounts 
to  sublimity.  His  poem  upon  Nothing  is  itself  no  trifling  work. 
His  epigrams  were  the  bitterest,  the  least  laboured,  and  the 
truest,  that  ever  were  written. 

Sir  John  Suckling  was  of  the  same  mercurial  stamp,  but 
with  a  greater  fund  of  animal  spirits;  as  witty,  but  less  mali- 
cious. His  Ballad  on  a  Wedding  is  perfect  in  its  kind,  and  has 
a  spirit  of  high  enjoyment  in  it,  of  sportive  fancy,  a  liveliness 
of  description,  and  a  truth  of  nature,  that  never  were  surpassed. 
It  is  superior  to  either  Gay  or  Prior ;  for  with  all  their '  naivete 
and  terseness,  it  has  a  Shakspearian  grace  and  luxuriance  about 
it  which  they  could  not  have  reached. 

Denham  and  Cowley  belong  to  the  same  period,  but  were 
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quite  distinct  from  each  other :  the  one  was  grave  and  prosingi 
the  other  melancholy  and  fantastical.  There  are  a  number  of 
good  lines  and  good  thoughts  in  the  ^  Cooper's  HilL"  And  in 
Cowley  there  is  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  sense  and  iogenuity, 
buried  in  inextricable  conceits,  and  entangled  in  the  cobwebs 
of  the  schools.  He  was  a  great  man,  not  a  great  poet  But  I 
shall  say  no  more  on  this  subject.  I  never  wish  to  meddle 
with  names  that  are  sacred,  unless  when  they  stand  in  the  way 
of  things  that  are  more  sacred. 

Withers  is  a  name  now  almost  forgotten,  and  his  works  sel- 
dom read ;  but  his  poetry  is  not  unfrequently  distinguished  by 
a  tender  and  pastoral  turn  of  thought ;  and  there  is  one  passage 
of  exquisite  feeling,  describing  the  consolations  of  poetry  in  the 
following  terms : 

"  She  doth  tell  me  where  to  borrow 
Comfort  in  the  midst  of  sorrow ; 
Makes  the  desolatest  place  * 
To  her  presence  be  a  grace ; 
And  the  blackest  discontents 
Be  her  fairest  ornaments, 
In  my  former  days  of  bliss 
Her  divine  skill  taught  me  this, 
That  from  ereiything  I  saw 
I  could  some  invention  draw; 
And  raise  pleasure  to  her  height, 
Through  the  meanest  object's  sight  ;^ 
By  the  murmur  of  a  spring, 
Or  the  least  bough's  msteling, 
By  a  daisy  whose  leaves  spread 
Shut  when  Titan  goes  to  bed ; 
Or  a  shady  bush  or  tree. 
She  could  more  infuse  m  me 
Than  all  Nature's  beauties  can 
In  some  other  wiser  man. 
By  her  help  I  also  now 
Make  this  churlish  place  allow 
Some  things  that  may  sweeten  glndncw 
In  the  very  gall  of  sadness. 
The  dull  loneness,  the  black  shade, 
That  these  hanging  vaults  have  made, 
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The  rtrange  music  of  the  waves, 

Beating  on  these  hollow  caves, 

This  black  den  which  rocks  emboss, 

Overgrown  with  eldest  moss, 

The  rude  portals  that  give  light 

More  to  terror  than  delight, 

This  my  chamber  of  neglect, 

Wall'd  about  with  disrespect, 

From  all  these  and  this  dull  air, 

A  fit  object  for  despair,  I 

She  hath  taught  me  by  her  might 

To  draw  comfort  and  delight. 

Therefore,  thou  best  earthly  bliss, 

I  will  cherish  thee  for  this. 

Poesie,  thou  sweet'st  content 

That  e'er  Heaven  to  mortals  lent. 

Though  they  as  a  trifle  leave  thee,  '^ 

Whose  dull  thoughts  cannot  conceive  thee, 

Though  thou  be  to  them  a  scorn. 

That  to  nought  but  earth  are  bom, 

Let  my  life  no  longer  be 

Than  I  am  in  love  with  thee. 

Though  our  wise  ones  call  thee  madness. 

Let  me  never  taste  of  sadness 

If  I  love  not  thy  maddest  fits 

Above  all  their  greatest  wits. 

And  though  some  too  seeming  holy 

Do  account  thy  raptures  folly. 

Thou  dost  teach  me  to  contemn 

What  makes  knaves  and  fools  of  them.'* 
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LECTURE  V. 

ON  THOMSON  AND  COWFER. 

Thomson,  the  kind-hearted  Thomson,  was  the  most  indolent  of 
mortals  and  of  poet&  But  he  was  also  one  of  the  best  both  of 
mortals  and  of  poets.  Dr.  Johnson  makes  it  his  praise  that  he 
wrote  "  no  line  which  dying  he  would  wish  to  blot."  Perhaps 
a  better  proof  of  his  honest  simplicity,  and  inoffensive  goodness 
of  disposition,  would  be  that  he  wrote  no  line  which  any  other 
person  living  would  wish  that  he  should  blot  Indeed,  he  him- 
self wished,  on  his  death-bed,  formally  to  expunge  his  dedication 
of  one  of  the  Seasons  to  that  finished  courtier,  and  candid  biogra- 
pher of  his  own  life,  Bubb  Doddington.  As  critics,  however, 
not  as  moralists,  we  might  say,  on  the  other  hand — ^  Would  he 
had  blotted  a  thousand  1"  The  same  suavity  of  temper  and 
sanguine  warmth  of  feeling  which  threw  such  a  natural  grace 
and,  genial  spirit  of  enthusiasm  over  his  poetry  was  also  the 
cause  of  his  inherent  vices  and  defects.  He  is  affected  through 
carelessness :  pompous  from  unsuspecting  simplicity  of  character. 
He  is  frequently  pedantic  and  ostentatious  in  his  style,  because 
he  had  no  consciousness  of  these  vices  in  himself.  He  mounts 
upon  stilts,  not  out  of  vanity,  but  indolence.  He  seldom  writes 
a  good  line  but  he  makes  up  for  it  by  a  bad  one.  He  takes  ad- 
Tantage  of  all  the  most  trite  and  mechanical  common-places  of 
imagery  and  diction  as  a  kindly  relief  to  his  Muse,  and  as  if  he 
thought  them  quite  as  good,  and  likely  to  be  quite  as  acceptable 
to  the  reader,  as  his  own  poetry.  He  did  not  think  the  differ- 
ence worth  putting  himself  to  the  trouble  of  accompb'shing.  He 
had  too  little  art  to  conceal  his  art :  or  did  not  even  seem  to 
know  that  there  was  any  occasion  for  it.  His  art  is  as  naked 
and  undisguised  as  his  nature ;  the  one  is  as  pure  and  genuine 
as  the  other  is  gross,  gaudy,  and  meretricious.   All  that  is  admi- ' 
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rable  in  the  Seasons  is  the  emanation  of  a  fine  natural  genius, 
and  sincere  love  of  his  subject,  unforced,  unstudied,  that  comes 
uncalled  for,  and  departs  unbidden.  But  he  takes  no  pains,  uses 
no  self-correction ;  or  if  he  seems  to  labour,  it  is  worse  than 
labour  lost.  His  genius  "  cannot  be  constrained  by  mastery." 
The  feeling  of  nature,  of  the  changes  of  the  seasons,  was  in  his 
mind ;  and  he  could  not  help .  conveying  this  feeling  to  the 
reader,  by  the  mere  force  of  spontaneous  expression ;  but  if  the 
expression  did  not  come  of  itself,  he  left  the  whole  business  to 
chance ;  or,  willing  to  evade,  instead  of  encountering  the  diffi- 
culties of  his  subject,  fills  up  the  intervals  of  true  inspiration  with 
the  most  vapid  and  worthless  materials,  pieces  out  a  beautiful 
half  line  with  a  bombastic  allusion,  or  overloads  an  exquisitely 
natural  sentiment  or  image  with  a  cloud  of  painted,  pompous, 
cumbrous  phrases,  like  the  shower  of  roses,  in  which  he  repre- 
sents the  Spring,  his  own  lovely,  fresh,  and  innocent  Spring,  as 
descending  to  the  earth  : 

"  Come,  gentle  Spring !  ethereal  Mildness !  come, 
And  from  the  bosom  of  yon  drooping  cloud, 
While  music  wakes  around,  vcil'd  in  a  shower 
Of  shadowing  roses,  on  our  plains  descend." 

Who,  from  such  a  flimsy,  round-about,  unmeaning  commence- 
ment as  this,  would  expect  the  delightful,  unexaggerated,  home- 
felt  descriptions  of  natural  scenery,  which  are  scattered  in  such 
unconscious  profusion  through  this  and  the  following  cantos ! 
For  instance,  the  very  next  passage  is  crowded  with  a  set  of 
striking  images. 

"  And  see  where  surly  Winter  passes  off 
Far  to  the  north,  and  calls  his  ruffian  blasts : 
His  blasts  obey,  and  quit  the  howling  hill, 
The  shatter'd  forest,  and  the  ravag'd  vale ; 
While  softer  gales  succeed,  at  whose  kind  touch 
Dissolving  snows  in  livid  torrents  lost. 
The  mountains  lift  their  green  heads  to  the  sky. 
As  yet  the  trembling  year  is  unconfirm'd, 
I.  nd  Winter  oft  at  eve  resumes  the  breeze, 
Chills  the  pale  mom,  and  bids  his  driving  sleets 
Deform  the  day  delightless  j  so  that  scarce 
The  bittern  knows  his  time  with  bill  ingulpht 
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To  shake  the  sottndini;^  manh,  or  from  the  ihore 
The  plovers  when  to  scatter  o'er  the  heath. 
And  sing  their  wild  notes  to  the  listening  waste." 

Thomson  is  the  best  of  our  descriptive  poets ;  for  he  gives 
most  of  the  poetry  of  natural  descriptioa  Others  have  been 
quite  equal  to  him,  or  have  surpassed  him,  as  Cowper  for  in- 
stance, in  the  picturesque  part  of  his  art,  in  marking  the  peculiar 
features  and  curious  details  of  objects ; — ^no  one  has  yet  come  up 
to  him  in  giving  the  sum  total  of  their  effects,  their  varying 
influences  on  the  mind.  He  does  not  go  into  the  minutia  of  a 
landscape,  but  describes  the  vivid  impression  which  the  whole 
makes  upon  his  own  imagination ;  and  thus  transfers  the  same 
unbroken,  unimpaired  impression  to  the  imagination  of  his  read- 
ers. The  colours  with  which  he  paints  seem  yet  breathing,  Uke 
those  of  the  living  statue  in  the  Winter's  Tale.  Nature  in  his 
descriptions  is  seen  growing  around  us,  fresh  and  lusty  as  in 
itself  We  feel  the  effect  of  the  atmosphere,  its  humidity  or 
clearness,  its  heat  or  cold,  the  glow  of  summer,  the  gloom  of 
winter,  the  tender  promise  of  the  spring,  the  full  overshadowing 
foliage,  the  declining  pomp  and  deepening  tints  of  autumn.  He 
transports  us  to  the  scorching  heat  of  vertical  suns,  or  plunges 
us  into  the  chilling  horrors  and  desolation  of  the  frozen  zone. 
We  hear  the  snow  drifting  against  the  broken  casement  without, 
and  see  the  fire  blazing  on  the  hearth  within.  The  first  scat- 
tered drops  of  a  vernal  shower  patter  on  the  leaves  above  our 
heads,  or  the  coming  storm  resounds  through  the  leafless  groves. 
In  a  word,  he  describes  not  to  the  eye  alone,  but  to  the  other 
senses,  and  to  the  whole  man.  He  puts  his  heart  into  his  sub- 
ject, writes  as  he  feels,  and  humanises  whatever  he  touches.  He 
makes  all  his  descriptions  teem  with  life  and  vivifying  soul. 
His  faults  were  those  of  his  style— of  the  author  and  the  man; 
but  the  original  genius  of  the  poet,  the  pith  and  marrow  of  his 
imagination,  the  fine  natural  mould  in  which  his  feelings  were 
bedded,  were  too  much  for  him  to  counteract  by  neglect,  or  af- 
fectation, or  false  ornaments.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  he  is.  per- 
haps, the  most  popular  of  all  our  poets,  treating  of  a  subject  that 
all  can  understand,  and  in  a  way  that  is  interesting  to  all  alike, 
to  the  ignorant  or  the  refined,  because  he  gives  back  the  im- 
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pression  which  the  things  themselves  make  upon  us  in  nature. 
"  That,"  said  a  man  of  genius,  seeing  a  little  shahby  soiled  copy 
of  Thomson's  Seasons  lying  on  the  window-seat  of  an  obscure 
country  alehouse — ^^  That  is  true  fame  1" 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  the  Castle  of  Indolence  is 
Thomson's  best  poem ;  but  that  is  not  the  case.  He  has  in  it, 
indeed,  poured  out  the  whole  soul  of  indolence,  diffuse,  relaxed, 
supine,  dissolved  into  a  voluptuous  dream;  and  surrounded  him- 
self with  a  set  of  objects  and  companions  in  entire  unison  with 
the  listlessness  of  his  own  temper.  Nothing  can  well  go  beyond 
the  descriptions  of  these  inmates  of  the  place,  and  their  luxurious 
pampered  way  of  life— of  him  who  came  among  them  like  "  a 
burnished  fly  in  month  of  June,"  but  soon  left  them  on  his 
heedless  way ;  and  him, 

"  For  whom  the  meny  bells  had  rang,  I  ween, 
If  in  this  nook  of  quiet  bells  had  ever  been." 

The  in-door  quiet  and  cushioned  ease,  where  "  all  was  one  full- 
swelling  bed ;"  the  out-of-door  stillness,  broken  only  by  "  the 
stock-dove's  plaint  amid  the  forest  deep, 

"  That  drowsy  rastled  to  the  sighing  gale," — 

are  in  the  most  perfect  and  delightful  keeping.  But  still  there 
are  no  passages  in  this  exquisite  little  production  of  sportive  ease 
and  fancy,  equal  to  the  best  of  those  in  the  Seasons.  Warton, 
in  his  Essay  on  Pope,  was  the  first  to  point  out  and  do  justice  to 
some  of  these ;  for  instance,  to  the  description  of  the  effects  of  the 
contagion  among  our  ships  at  Carthagena — ^''of  the  frequent 
corse  heard  nightly  plunged  amid  the  sullen  waves,"  and  to  the 
description  of  the  pilgrims  lost  in  the  deserts  of  Arabia.  This 
last  passage,  profound  and  striking  as  it  is,  is  not  free  from  those 
faults  of  style  which  I  have  already  noticed : 

« BreatVdhot 


From  all  the  boundless  furnace  of  the  sky, 

And  the  wide-glitt'ring  waste  of  burning  sand, 

A  suffocating  wind  the  pilgrim  smites 

With  instant  death.    Patient  of  thirst  and  toil. 

Son  of  the  desert,  ev'n  the  camel  feels 

Shot  through  his  withered  heart  the  fieiy  blast 
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Or  from  the  black-red  ether,  bursting  broad, 
Sallies  the  sudden  whirlwind.    Straight  the  sands, 
CommoT'd  around,  in  gath'ring  eddies  play  \ 
Nearer  and  nearer  still  they  darkening  come, 
Till  with  the  gcn'ral  all-involving  storm 
Swept  up,  the  whole  continuous  wilds  arise, 
And  by  their  noon-day  fount  dejected  thrown, 
Or  sunk  at  night  in  sad  disastrous  sleep, 
Beneath  descending  hills  the  caravan 
Is  buried  deep.    In  Cairo's  crowded  streets, 
Th'  impatient  merchant,  wond'ring,  waits  in  vain ; 
And  Mecca  saddens  at  the  long  delay." 

There  are  other  passages  of  equal  beauty  with  these ;  such  as 
that  of  the  hunted  stag,  followed  by  "  the  inhuman  rout," 


-That  from  the  shady  depth 


^  Expel  him,  circling  through  his  ev'iy  shift. 
He  sweeps  the  forest  oil,  and,  sobbing,  sees 
The  glades  mild  op'ning  to  the  golden  day, 
Where  in  kind  contest  with  his  butting  fidends 
He  wont  to  struggle,  or  his  loves  enjoy." 

The  whole  of  the  description  of  the  frozen  zone,  in  the  Win- 
ter, is  perhaps  even  finer  and  more  thoroughly  felt,  as  being 
done  from  early  associations,  than  that  of  the  torrid  zone  in  his 
Summer.  Anything  more  beautiful  than  the  following  account 
of  the  Siberian  exiles  is,  I  think,  hardly  to  be  found  in  the 
whole  range  of  poetry. 

"  There  through  the  prison  of  unboudded  wilds, 
Barr'd  by  the  hand  of  nature  from  escape, 
Wide  roams  the  Russian  .exile.    Nought  around 
Strikes  his  sad  eye  but  deserts  lost  in  snow, 
And  heavy-loaded  groves,  and  solid  floods, 
That  stretch  athwart  the  solitary  vast 
Their  icy  horrors  to  the  frozen  main ; 
And  cheerless  towns  far  distant,  never  bless'd, 
Save  when  its  annual  course  the  caravan 
Bends  to  the  golden  coast  of  rich  Cathay, 
With  news  of  human  kind." 

The  feeling  of  loneliness,  of  distance,  of  lingering,  slow-revolv- 
ing years  of  pining  expectation,  of  desolation  within  and  without 
the  heart,  was  never  more  finely  expressed  than  it  is  here. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


LEoroKB  v.]  ON  THOMSON  AND  COWPER.  107  | 

The  account  which  follows  of  the  employments  of  the  Polar  | 

night — of  the  joumejrs  of  the  natires  by  moonlight,  drawn  by  ! 

rein-deer,  and  of  the  return  of  spring  in  Lapland —  j 

"  Where  pure  Niemi'g  fairy  mountains  rise,  j 

And  fifing'd  with  roses  Tenglio  rolls  his  stream,"  j 

is  equally  picturesque  and  striking  in  a  different  way.     The  | 

traveller  lost  in  the  snow,  is  a  well  known  and  admirable  dra- 
matic episode.  I  prefer,  however,  giving  one  example  of  our 
author's  skill  m  painting  common  domestic  scenery,  as  it- will  ' 

bear  a  more  immediate  comparison  with  the  style  of  some  later 
writers  on  such  subjects.  It  is  of  little  consequence  what  pas- 
sage we  take.  The  following  description  of  the  first  setting  in 
of  winter  is,  perhaps  as  pleasing  as  any : 

"  Through  the  hush'd  air  the  whitening  shower  descends, 
At  first  thin  wav'ring,  till  at  last  the  flakes 
Fall  broad  and  wide,  and  fast,  dimming  the  day 
With  a  continual  flow.    The  cherish'd  fields 
Put  on  their  winter-robe  of  purest  white : 
'Tis  brightness  all,  save  where  the  new  snow  melts 
Along  the  mazy  current.    Low  the  woods 
Bow  their  hoar  head ;  and  ere  the  languid  Sun, 
Faint,  from  the  West  emits  his  eVning  ray, 
Elarth's  universal  face,  deep  hid,  aiid  chill, 
Is  one  wide  dazzling  waste,  that  buries  wide 
The  works  of  man.    Drooping,  the  lab'rer-ox 
Stands  cover'd  o'er  with  snow,  and  then  demands 
The  firuit  of  all  his  toil.    The  fowls  of  heaven, 
Tam'd  by  the  cruel  season,  crowd  around 
The  winnowing  store,  and  claim  the  little  boon 
Which  Providence  assigns  them.    One  alone. 
The  red-breast,  sacred  to  the  household  Gods, 
Wisely  regardful  of  the  embroiling  sky, 
In  joyless  fields  and  thorny  thickets  leaves 
His  shivering  mates,  and  pays  to  trusted  man 
His  annual  visit.    Half-afraid,  he  first 

A^nst  the  window  beats ;  then,  brisk,  alights  / 

On  the  warm  hearth ;  then  hopping  o'er  the  floor. 
Eyes  all  the  smiling  family  askance, 
And  pecks,  and  starts,  and  wonders  where  he  is : 
Till,  more  familiar  grown,  the  table-crumbs 
Attiact  hiB  slender  feet.    The  foodless  wilds 
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Poar  forth  their  brown  inhabitants.    The  haie, 
Though  timorous  of  heart,  and  hard  beset 
By  death  in  various  forms,  dark  snares  and  dogs, 
And  more  unpitjring  men,  the  garden  seeks, 
Urg'd  on  by  fearless  want.    The  bleating  kind 
Eye  the  bleak  heav'n,  and  next  the  glist'ning  earth 
With  looks  of  dumb  despair ;  then,  sad  dispers'd, 
Dig  for  the  withered  herb  through  heaps  of  snow." 

It  is  thus  that  Thomson  always  give  a  moral  sense  to  nature. 

Thomson's  blank  verse  is  not  haish,  nor  utterly  untuneable ; 
but  it  is  heavy  and  monotonous ;  it  seems  always  labouring  up- 
hill. The  selections  which  have  been  made  from  his  works  in 
Enfield's  Speaker,  and  other  books  of  extracts,  do  not  convey 
the  most  favourable  idea  of  his  genius  or  taste ;  such  as  Pale- 
mon  and  Lavinia,  Damon  and  Musidora,  Celadon  and  Amelia. 
Those  parts  of  any  author  which  are  most  liable  to  be  stitched 
in  worsted,  and  framed  and  glazed,  are  hot  by  any  means 
always  the  best  The  moral  descriptions  and  reflections  in  the 
Seasons  are  in  an  admirable  spirit,  and  written  with  great  force 
and  fervour. 

His  poem  on  Liberty  is  not  equally  good :  his  Muse  was  too 
easy  and  good-natured  for  the  subject,  which  required  as  much 
indignation  against  unjust  and  arbitrary  power,  as  complacency 
in  the  copstitutional  monarchy,  under  which,  just  after  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  Stuarts  and  the  establidmient  of  the  House  of 
Hanover,  in  contempt  of  the  claims  of  hereditary  pretenders  to 
the  throne,  Thomson  lived  Thomson  was  but  an  indifferent 
hater ;  and  the  most  indispensable  part  of  the  love  of  liberty 
has  unfortunately  hitherto  been  the  hatred  of  tyranny.  Spleen 
is  the  soul  of  patriotism,  and  of  public  good :  but  you  would 
not  expect  a  man  who  has  been  seen  eating  peaches  off  a  tree 
with  both  hands  in  his  waistcoat  pockets,  to  be  '^  overrun  with 
the  spleen,"  or  to  heat  himself  needlessly  about  an  abstract 
proposition. 

His  plays  are  liable  to  the  same  objection.  They  are  never 
acted,  and  seldom  read.  The  author  could  not,  or  would  not, 
put  himself  out  of  his  way,  to  enter  into  the  situations  and  pas- 
sions of  others,  particularly  of  a  tragic  kind.  The  subject  of 
Tancred  and  Sigismunda,  which  is  taken  from  a  serious  episode 
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in  Gil  Bias,  is  an  admirable  one,  but  poorly  handled :  the 
ground  may  be  considered  as  still  unoccupied. 

Cowper,  whom  I  shall  speak  of  in  this  connection,  lived  at  a 
considerable  distance  of  time  afler  Thomson ;  and  had  some 
advantages  over  him,  particularly  in  simplicity  of  style,  in  a 
certain  precision  and  minuteness  of  graphical  description,  and 
in  a  more  careful  and  leisurely  choice  of  such  topics  only  as  his 
genius  and  peculiar  habits  of  mind  prompted  him  to  treat  o£ 
The  Task  has  fewer  blemishes  than  the  Seasons ;  but  it  has  not 
the  same  capital  excellence,  the  '^  unbought  grace  "  of  poetry, 
the  power  of  moving  and  infusing  the  warmth  of  the  author's 
mind  into  that  of  the  reader.  If  Cowper  had  a  more  polished 
taste,  Thomson  had,  beyond  comparison,  a  more  fertile  genius, 
more  impulsive  force,  a  more  entire  forgetfulness  of  himself  in 
his  subject  If  in  Thomson  you  are  sometimes  offended  with 
the  slovenliness  of  the  author  by  profession,  determined  to  get 
through  his  task  at  all  events ;  in  Cowper  you  are  no  less  dis* 
satisfied  with  the  finicalness  of  the  private  gentleman,  who  does 
not  care  whether  he  completes  his  work  or  not ;  and,  in  what- 
ever he  does,  is  evidently  more  solicitous  to  please  himself 
than  the  public.  There  is  an  effeminacy  about  him,  which 
shrinks  from  and  repels  common  and  hearty  sympathy.  With 
all  his  boasted  simplicity  and  love  of  the  country,  he  seldom 
launches  out  into  general  descriptions  of  nature :  he  looks  at 
her  over  his  clipped  hedges,  and  from  his  well-swept  garden- 
vralks ;  or  if  he  makes  a  bolder  experiment  now  and  then,  it  is 
with  an  air  of  precaution,  as  if  he  were  afraid  of  being  caught 
in  a  shower  of  rain,  or  of  not  being  able,  in  case  of  any  unto- 
ward accident,  to  make  good  his  retreat  home.  He  shakes 
hands  with  nature  with  a  pair  of  fashionable  gloves  on,  and 
leads  his  "  Vashti "  forth  to  public  view  with  a  look  of  con- 
sciousness and  attention  to  etiquette,  as  a  fine  gentleman  hands 
a  lady  out  to  dance  a  minuet.  He  is  delicate  to  fastidiousness, 
and  glad  to  get  back,  after  a  romantic  adventure  with  crazy 
Kate,  a  party  of  gypsies  or  a  little  child  on  a  common,  to  the 
drawing-room  and  the  ladies  again,  to  the  sofa  and  the  tea- 
kettle— ^No,  I  beg  his  pardon,  not  to  the  singing,  well-scoifred 
tea-kettle,  but  to  the  polished  and  loud-hissing  urn.    His  walks 
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and  arbours  are  kept  clear  of  worms  and  snails,  with  as  much 
an  appearance  of  petit-maitreship  as  of  humanity.  He  has 
some  of  the  sickly  sensibilities  and  pampered  refinements  of 
Pope ;  but  then  Pope  prided  himself  in  them :  whereas  Cowper 
ajSects  to  be  all  simplicity  and  plainness.  He  had  neither 
Thomson's  love  of  the  unadorned  beauties  of  nature,  nor  Pope's 
exquisite  sense  of  the  elegances  of  art.  He  was,  in  fact.^^ 
nervous  man,  afraid  of  trusting  himself  to  the  seductions  of  tie 
one,  and  ashamed  of  putting  forward  his  pretensions  to  an 
intimacy  with  the  other :  but  to  be  a  coward  is  not  the  way  to 
succeed  either  in  poetry,  in  war,  or  in  love!  Still  he  is  a 
genuine  poet,  and  deserves  all  his  reputation.  His  worst  vices 
are  amiable  weaknesses,  elegant  trifling.  Though  there  is  a 
frequent  dryness,  timidity,  and  jejuneness  in  his  manner,  he  has 
left  a  number  of  pictures  of  domestic  comfort  and  social  refine- 
ment, as  well  as  of  natural  imagery  and  feeling,  which  can 
hardly  be  forgotten  but  with  tlie  language  itself.  Such,  among 
others,  are  his  memorable  description  of  the  post  coming  in, 
that  of  the  preparations  for  tea  in  a  winter's  evening  in  the 
country,  of  the  unexpected  fall  of  snow,  of  the  frosty  morning 
(with  the  fine  satirical  transition  to  the  Empress  of  Russia's 
palace  of  ice,)  and,  most  of  all,  the  winter's  walk  at  noon. 
Every  one  of  these  may  be  considered  as  distinct  studies,  or 
highly-finished  cabinet-pieces  arranged  without  order  or  co* 
herence.  I  shall  be  excused  for  giving  the  last  of  them,  as 
what  has  always  appeared  to  me  one  of  the  most  feeling,  ele- 
gant, and  perfect  specimens  of  this  writer's  manner. 

"  The  night  was  winter  in  his  roughest  mood ; 
The  morning  sharp  and  clear.    But  now  at  noon 
Upon  the  southern  side  of  the  slant  hills, 
And  where  the  woods  fence  o£f  the  northern  blast, 
The  season  smiles,  resigning  all  its  rage, 
And  has  the  warmth  of  May.    The  vault  is  blue, 
Without  a  cloud,  and  white  without  a  speck 
The  dazzling  splendour  of  the  scene  below. 
Again  the  harmony  comes  o'er  the  vale ; 
And  through  the  jtrees  I  view  th'  embattled  tow'r, 
Whence  all  the  music.    I  again  perceive 
The  soothing  influence  of  the  wafted  strains, 
And  settle  in  soft  musings  as  I  tread 
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The  walk,  still  Terdant^  under  oaks  and  elms, 

Whose  outepread  branches  overarch  the  glade. 

The  roof,  though  moveable  through  all  its  length. 

As  the  wind  sways  it,  has  yet  well  suffic'd, 

And,  intercepting  in  their  silent  fall 

The  frequent  flakes,  has  kept  a  path  for  me. 

No  noise  b  here,  or  none  that  hinders  thought. 

The  redbreast  warbles  still,  but  is  content 

"With  slender  notes,  and  more  than  half  suppress'd. 

Pleas'd  with  his  solitude,  and  flitting  light 

From  spray  to  spray,  where'er  he  rests  he  shakes 

From  many  a  twig  the  pendent  drops  of  ice 

That  tinkle  in  the  wither'd  leaves  below. 

Stillness,  accompanied  with  sounds  so  soft, 

Charms  more  than  silence.    Meditation  here 

May  think  down  hours  to  moments.    Here  the  heart 

May  give  a  useful  lesson  to  the  head, 

And  Learning  wiser  grow  without  his  books. 

Knowledge  and  Wisdom,  far  from  being  one, 

Have  oflrtimes  no  connection.    Knowledge  dwells 

In  heads  replete  with  thoughts  of  other  men  j 

Wisdom  in  minds  attentive  to  their  own. 

Books  are  not  seldom  talismans  and  spells, 

By  which  the  magic  art  of  shrewder  wits 

Holds  an  unthmking  multitude  enthrall'd. 

Some  to  the  fascination  of  a  name 

Surrender  judgmciit  hood-wink'd.    Some  the  style 

Infatuates,  and  through  labyrinths  and  wilds   , 

Of  error  leads  them,  by  a  tune  entranc'd. 

While  sloth  seduces  more,  too  weak  to  bear 

The  insupportable  fatigue  of  t". ought, 

And  swallowing  therefore,  wiihout  pause  or  choice, 

The  total  grist  unsifted,  husk$  and  all. 

But  trees,  and  rivulets  whose  rapid  course 

Defies  the  check  of  winter,  haunts  of  deer, 

And  sheep-walks  populous  with  bleating  lambs, 

And  lanes,  in  which  the  primrose  ere  her  time 

Peeps  through  the  moss  thi  t  clothe.^  the  hawthorn  root, 

Deceive  no  student^   Wisdom  there,  and  truth, 

Not  shy,  as  in  the  world,  and  to  be  won 

By  slow  solicitation,  seize  at  once 

The  roving  thought,  and  fix  it  on  themselves." 

His  satire  is  also  excellent.     It  is  pointed  and  forcible,  with  the 
polished  manners  of  the  gentleman,  and  the  honest  indignation 
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of  the  virtuous  man.  His  religious  poetry,  except  where  it  takes 
a  tincture  of  controversial  heat,  wants  elevajion  and  fire.  His- 
Muse  had  not  a  seraph's  wing.  I  might  refer,  in  illustration  of 
this  opinion,  tatke  laboured  anticipation  of  the  Millennium  at  the 
end  of  the  sixth  book.  He  could  describe  a  piece  of  shell-woric 
as  well  as  any  modem  poet :  but  he  could  not  describe  the  New 
Jerusalem  so  well  as  John  Bunyan ; — ^nor  are  his  verses  on  Al- 
exander Selkirk  so  good  as  Robinson  Crusoe.  The  one  is  not 
so  much  like  a  viabn,  nor  is  the  other  so  mudi  like  the  reality. 
The  first  volume  of  Cowper's  poems  has,  however,  been  less 
read  than  it  deserved.  The  comparison  in  these  poems  of  the 
proud  and  humble  beUever  to  the  peacock  and  the  pheasan^ 
and  the  parallel  between  Voltaire  and  the  poor  cottager,  are  ex- 
quisite pieces  of  eloquence  and  poetry,  particularly  the  last : 

'*  Yon  cottager,  ^ho  weaves  at  her  own  door, 
Pillow  and  bobbins  all  her  little  store; 
Content  though  mean,  and  cheerful  if  not  gaj, 
Shuffling  her  threads  about  the  live-long  day, 
Just  earns  a  scanty  pittance,  and  at  night, 
Lies  down  secure,  her  heart  and  pocket  light ; 
She,  for  her  humble  sphere  by  nature  fit, 
Has  little  understanding,  and  no  wit, 
ReceiTes  no  praise;  but,  though  her  lot  be  such, 
(Toilsome  and  indigent)  she  renders  much ; 
Just  knows,  and  knows  no  more,  her  Bible  true — 
A  truth  the  brilliant  Frenchman  never  knew ; 
And  in  that  charts  reads  with  sparkling  eyes 
Her  title  to  a  treasure  in  the  skies. 

O  happy  peasant !  Oh  uniiappy  bard  f 
His  the  mere  tinsel,  hers  the  rich  rewaid ; 
He  prais'd,  perhaps,  for  ages  yet  to  come. 
She  never  heard  of  half  a  mile  fiom  hmne : 
He  lost  in  errors  his  vain  heart  prefeni| 
She  safe  in  the  rimplicity  of  hers." 

His  character  of  Whitfield,  in  the  poem  on  Hope,  is  one  of 
the  most  spirited  and  striking  things.     It  is  written  eon  amore, 

"  fiut  if,  unblameable  in  word  and  thought, 
A  man  arise,  a  man  whom  Grod  has  taught, 
With  all  Elijah's  dignity  of  tone, 
And  all  the  love  of  the  bekyved  John, 
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To  ston^the  citadd^they  built  in  air, 

To  smite  the  untemper'd  wall  ('tis  death  to  spare,) 

To  sweep  ill^ay  all  refuges  of  lies, 

And  place,  instead  of  quirks  themselves  devise^ 

Lama  Sabachtbani  before  their  eyes ; 

To  show  that  without  Christ  all  gain  is  loitf, 

All  hope  despair  that  stands  not  on  his  cross; 

Except  a  few  his  Grod  may  have  impressed, 

A  tenfold  phrensy  seizes  all  the  rest." 

These  lines  were  quoted,  soon  after  their  appearance,  by  the 
Monthly  Reviewers,  to  show  that  Cowper  was  no  poet,  though 
they  afterwards  took  credit  to  themselves  for  having  been  the 
first  to  introduce  his  verses  to  the  notice  of  &e  public.  It  is  not 
a  little  remarkable  that  these  same  critics  regularly  damned, 
at  its  first  coming  out,  every  work  which  has  since  acquired  a 
standard  reputation  with  the  public.  Cowper's  verses  on  his 
mother's  picture,  and  his  lines  to  Mary,  are  some  of  the  most 
pathetic  that  ever  were  written.  His  stanzas  on  the  loss  of  the 
Royal  George  have  a  masculine  strength  and  feeling  beyond 
what  was  usual  with  him.  The  story  of  John  Gilpin  has  per- 
haps given  as  much  pleasure  to  as  many  people  as  anything  of 
the  same  length  that  ever  was  written. 

EQs  life  was  an  unhappy  one.  It  was  embittered  by  a  mor- 
bid aflfection,  and  by  his  religious  sentiments.  Nor  are  we  to 
wonder  at  this,  or  bring  it  as  a  charge  against  religion ;  for  it  is 
the  nature  of  the  poetical  temperament  to  carry  everything  to 
excess,  whether  it  be  love,  religion,  pleasure,  or  pain,  as  we  may 
see  in  the  case  of  Cowper  and  of  Bums,  and  to  find  torment  or 
rapture  in  that  in  which  others  merely  find  a  resource  from 
enimiy  or  a  relaxation  from  common  occupation. 

There  are  two  poets  still  living  who  belong  to  the  same  class 
of  excellence,  and  of  whom  I  shall  here  say  a  few  words ;  I 
mean  Crabbe,  and  Robert  Bloomfield,  the  author  of  the  Far- 
mer's Boy.  As  a  painter  of  simple  natural  scenery,  and  of  the 
still  life  of  the  country,  few  writers  have  more  undeniable  and 
unassuming  pretensions  than  the  ingenious  and  self-taught  poet 
last  mentioned.  Among  the  sketches  of  this  sort  I  would  men- 
tion, as  equally  distinguished  for  delicacy,  faithfulness,  aad 
rMvetSj  his  description  of  lambs  racing,  of  the  pigs  going  out  an 
9 
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acoming,  of  the  boy  sent  to  feed  Ris  sheep  before  the  break  of 
day  in  winter ;  and  I  might  add  the  innoqjntly  told  story  of  the 
poor  bird-boy,  who  in  vain  through  the  live-long  day  expects 
his  promised  companions  at  his  hut,  to  share  his  feast  of  roasted 
sloes  with  him,  as  an  example  of  that  humble  pathos  in  which 
this  author  excels.  The  fault  indeed  of  his  genius  is  that  it  is 
too  humble :  his  Muse  has  something  not  only  rustic,  but  me- 
nial in  her  aspect.  He  seems  afraid  of  elevating  nature,  lest 
she  should  be  ashamed  of  him.  Bloomfield  very  beautifully 
describes  the  lambs  in  spring-time  as  racing  round  the  hillocks 
of  green  turf:  Thomson,  in  describing  the  same  image,  makes 
the  mound  of  earth  the  remains  of  an  old  Roman  encampment. 
Bloomfield  never  gets  beyond  his  own  experience ,-  and  that  is 
somewhat  confined.  He  gives  the  simple  appearance  of  nature, 
but  he  gives  it  naked,  shivering,  and  unclothed  with  the  drapery 
of  a  mortal  imagination.  His  poetry  has  much  the  effect  of  the 
first  approach  of  spring,  "  while  yet  the  year  is  unconfirmed," 
where  a  few  tender  buds  venture  forth  here  and  there,  but 
are  chilled  by  the  early  frosts  and  nipping  breath  of  poverty. 
It  should  seem  from  this  and  other  instances  that  have  occurred 
within  the  last  century,  that  we  cannot  expect  from  original 
genius  alone,  without  education,  in  modem  and  more  artificial 
periods,  the  same  bold  and  independent  results  as  in  former 
periods.  And  one  reason  appears  to  be  that,  though  such  per- 
sons, from  whom  we  might  at  first  expect  a  restoration  of  the 
good  old  times  of  poetry,  are  not  encumbered  and  enfeebled  by 
the  trammels  of  custom,  and  the  dull  weight  of  other  men's 
ideas ;  yet  they  are  oppressed  by  the  consciousness  of  a  want  of 
the  common  advantages  which  others  have ;  ore  looking  at  the 
tinsel  finery  of  the  age,  while  they  neglect  the  rich  unexplored 
mine  in  their  own  breasts ;  and,  instead  of  setting  an  example 
for  the  world  to  follow,  spend  their  lives  in  aping,  or  in  the  des- 
pair of  aping,  the  hackneyed  accomplishments  of  their  inferiors. 
Another  cause  may  be,  that  original  genius  alone  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  produce  the  highest  excellence,  without  a  corresponding 
state  of  manners,  passions,  and  religious  belief:  that  no  single 
mind  can  move  in  direct  Opposition  to  the  vast  machine  of  the 
world  around  it ;  that  the  poet  can  do  no  more  than  stamp  the 
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mind  of  his  age  upon  his  works ;  and  that  all  that  the.  ambition 
of  the  highest  genius  can  hope  to  arrive  at,  after  the  lapse  of  one 
or  two  generations,  is  the  perfection  of  that  more  refined  and  ef- 
feminate style  of  studied  elegance  and  adventitious  ornament, 
which  is  the  result,  not  of  nature,  but  of  art  In  fact,  no  other 
style  of  poetry  has  succeeded,  or  seems  likely  to  succeed,  in  the 
present  day.  The  public  taste  hangs  like  a  millstone  round  the 
neck  qf  all  original  genius  that  does  not  conform  to  established 
and  exclusive  models.  The  writer  is  not  only  without  popular 
Sjrmpathy,  but  without  a  rich  and  varied  mass  of  materials  for 
his  mii^d  to  work  upon  and  assimilate  unconsciously  to  itself; 
his  attempts  at  originality  are  looked  upon  as  affectation,  and  in 
the  end  degenerate  into  it  from  the  natural  spirit  of  contradiction, 
and  the  constant  uneasy  sense  of  disappointmeqt  and  undeserved 
ridicule.     But  to  return. 

Crabbe  is,  if  not  the  most  natural,  the  most  literal  of  our  de- 
scriptive poets.  He  exhibits  the  smallest  circumstances  o^  the 
smallest  things.  He  gives  the  very  costume  of  meanness ;  the 
noi^-essentials  of  every  trifling  incident.  He  is  his  own  land- 
scape-painter, and  engraver  too.  His  pastoral  scenes  seem 
pricked  on  paper  in  little  dotted  lines.  He  describes  the  interior 
of  a  cottage  like  a  person  sent 'there  to  distrain  for  rent  He  has 
an  eye  to  the  number  of  arms  in  an  old  worm-eaten  chair,  and 
takes  care  to  inform  himself  and  the  reader  whether  a  joint'Stool 
stands  upon  three  legs  or  upon  four.  If  a  settle  by  the  fire-side 
stands  awry,  it  gives  him  as  much  disturbance  as  a  tottering 
world ;  and  he  records  the  rent  in  a  ragged  counterpane  as  an 
event  in  history.  He  is  equally  curious  in  his  back-grounds 
and  in  his  figures.  You  know  the  christian  and  surnames  of 
every  one  of  his  heroes,rr-the  dates  of  their  achievements,  wheth- 
er on  a  Sunday  or  a  Monday, — ^their  place  of  birth  and  burial, 
the  colour  of  their  clothes,  and  of  their  hair,  and  whether  they 
squinted  or  not.  He  takes  an  inventory  of  the  human  heart 
exactly  in  the  same  manner  as  of  the  furniture  of  a  sick  room : 
his  sentiments  have  very  much  the  air  of  fixtures ;  he  gives  you 
the  petrifaction  of  a  sigh,  and  carves  a  tear,  to  the  life,  in  stone. 
Almost  all  his  characters  are  tired  of  their  lives,  and  you  heartily 
wish  them  dead.    They  remind  one  of  anatomical  preservations  ,* 
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or  may  be  said  to  bear  the  same  relation  to  actual  life  that  a 
staffed  cat  in  a  glass-case  does  to  the  teal  one  purring  on  the 
hearth :  the  skin  is  the  same,  but  the  life  and  sense  of  heat  is 
gone.  Crabbe's  poetry  is  like  a  museum,  or  curiosity-shop: 
everything  has  the  same  posthumous  appearance,  the  same  in- 
animateness  and  identity  of  character.  If  Bloomfield  is  too 
much  of  the  Farmer's  Boy,  Crabbe  is  too  much  of  the  parish 
beadle,  an  overseer  of  the  country  poor.  He  has  no  delight  be- 
yond the  walls  of  a  workhouse,  and  his  officious  zeal  would  con- 
vert the  world  into  a  vast  infirmary.  He  is  a  kind  of  Ordinary, 
not  of  Newgate,  but  of  nature.  His  poetical  morality  is  taken 
from  Bum's  Justice,  or  the  Statutes  against  Vagrants.  He  sets 
his  own  imagination  in  the  stocks,  and  his  Muse,  like  Malvolio, 
*<  wears  cruel  garters."  He  collects  all  the  petty  vices  of  the 
human  heart,  and  superintends,  as  in  a  panopticon,  a  select  circle 
of  rural  malefactors.  He  makes-out  the  poor  to  be  as  bad  as  the 
rich — a  sort  of  vermin  for  the.  others  to  hunt  down  and  trample 
upon,  and  this  he  thinks  a  good  piece  of  work.  With  him  there 
are  but  two  moral  categories,  riches  and  poverty,  authority  and 
dependence.  His  parish  apprentice,  Richard  Monday,  and  .his 
wealthy  baronet,  Sir  Richard  Monday,  of  Monday-place,  are  the 
same  individual — ^the  extremes  of  the  same  character,  and  of  his 
whole  system.  '*  The  latter  end  of  his  Commonwealth  does  not 
forget  the  beginning."  But  his  parish  ethics  are  the  very  worst 
model  for  a  state :  anything  more  degrading  and  helpless  cannot 
well  be  imagined.  He  exhibits  just  the  contrary  view  of  human 
life  to  that  which  Gay  has  done  in  his  Beggar's  Opera.  In  a 
word,  Crabbe  is  the  only  poet  who  has  attempted  and  succeeded 
in  the  sHU  life  of  tragedy :  who  gives  the  stagnation  of  hope  and 
fear — the  deformity  of  vice  without  the  temptation — the  pain  of 
sympathy  without  the  interest — and  who  seems  to  rely,  for  the 
delight  he  is  to  convey  to  his  reader,  on  the  truth  and  accuracy 
with  which  he  describes  only  what  is  disagreeable. 

The  best  descriptive  poetry  is  not,  after  all,  to  be  found  in  our 
descriptive  poets.  There  are  set  descriptions  of  the  flowers,  for 
instance,  in  Thomson,  Cowper,  and  others ;  but  none  equal  to 
those  in  Milton's  Lycidas,  and  in  the  Winter's  Tale. 

We  have  few  good  pastorals  in  the  language.    Our  manners 
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are  not  Arcadian ;  our  climate  is  not  an  eternal  spring ;  our  age 
is  not  the  age  of  gold.  We  have  no  pastoral-writers  equal  to 
Theocritus,  nor  any  landscapes  like  those  of  Claude  Lorraine. 
The  best  parts  of  Spenser's  Shepherd's  Calendar  are  two  fables, 
Mother  Hubberd's  Tale,  and  the  Oak  and  the  Briar ;  which  last 
is  as  splendid  a  piece  of  oratory  as  any  to  be  found  in  the  records 
of  the  eloquence  of  the  British  senate!  Browne,  who  came 
after  Spenser,  and  Withers,  have  left  some  pleasing  allegorical 
poems  of  this  kind.  Pope's  are  as  full  of  senseless  finery  and 
trite  affectation  as  if  a  peer  of  the  realm  were  to  sit  for  his 
picture  with  a  crook  and  cocked  hat  on,  smiling  with  an  insipid 
air  of  no  meaning,  between  nature  and  fashion.  Sir  Philip 
Sydney's  Ajcadia  is  a  lasting  monument  of  perverted  power ; 
where  an  image  of  extreme  beauty,  as  that  of  "  the  shepherd  boy 
piping  as  though  he  should  never  be  old,"  peeps  out  once  in  a 
hundred  folio  pages,  amidst  heaps  of  intricate  sophistry  and 
scholastic  quaintness.  It  is  not  at  all  like  Nicholas  Poussin's 
picture,  in  which  he  represents  some  shepherds  wandering  out 
in  a  morning  of  the  spring,  and  coming  to  a  tomb  with  this  in- 
scription— ^''  I  also  was  an  Arcadian  I"  Perhaps  the  best  pastoral 
in  the  language  is  that  prose-poem,  Walton's  Complete  Angler. 
That  well-known  work  has  a  beauty  and  romantic  interest  equal 
to  its  simplicity,  and  arising  out  of  it.  In  the  description  of  a 
fishing-tackle  you  perceive  the  piety  and  humanity  of  the  au- 
thor's mind.  It  is  to  be  doubted  whether  Sannazarius's  Pisca- 
tory Eclogues  are  equal  to  the  scenes  described  by  Walton  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Lea.  He  gives  the  feeling  of  the  open 
air :  we  walk  with  him  along  the  dusty  road-side,  or  repose  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  under  a  shady  tree :  and  in  watching  for 
the  finny  prey  imbibe  what  he  beautifully  calls  ^'  the  patience 
and  simpUcity  of  poor  honest  fishermen."  We  accompany  them 
to  their  inn  at  night,  and  partake  of  their  simple  but  delicious 
fare  ;  while  Maud,  the  pretty  milk-maid,  at  her  mother's  desire, 
sings  the  classical  ditties  of  the  poet  Marlovv ;  "  Come  live  with 
me,  and  be  my  love."  Good  cheer  is  not  neglected  in  this 
work,  any  more  than  in  Homer,  or  any  other  history  that  sets  a 
proper  value  on  the  good  things  of  this  life.  The  prints  in  the 
Complete  Angler  give  an  additional  reality  and  interest  to  the 
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scenes  it  describes.  While  Tottenham  Cross  shall  stand,  and 
longer,  thy  work,  amiable  and  happy  old  man,  shall  last ! — It  is 
in  the  notes  16  it  ^at  we  find  that  character  of  ''  a  fair  and  hap- 
py milk-maid,"  by  Sir  Thomas  Overbury,  which  may  vie  in 
beauty  arid  feeling  with  Chaucer's  character  of  Griselda : 

"A  fair  and  happy  milk-maid  ia  a  country  wench  that  is  so  far  from 
making  herself  beautiful  by  art  that  one  look  of  her's  is  able  to  put  all 
face-physic  out  of  countenance.  She  knows  a  fair  look  is  but  a  dumb  ora- 
tor to  dommend  virtue,  therefore  minds  it  not.  All  her  excellences  stand  in 
her  so  silentiy  as  if  they  had  stblen  upon  her  without  her  knowledge.  The 
lining  of  her  apparel  (which  is  herself)  is  far  better  than  outsides  of  tissue ; 
for  though  she  be  not  arrayed  in  the  spoil  of  the  silk-worm,  she  is  decked 
in  innocency,  a  far  better  wearing.  She  doth  not,  with  lying  long  in  bed, 
spoil  both  her  complexion  and  conditions.  Nature  hath  taught  her  too 
immoderate  sleep  is  rust  to  the  soul :  she  rises  therefore  with  chanticleer, 
her  dame's  clock,  and  at  night  makes  the  lamb  her  curfew.  Her  breath  is 
her  own,  which  scents  all  Hie  year  long  of  June,  like  a  new-made  haycock. 
She  makes  her  hand  hard  with  labour,  and  her  heart  soft  with  pity ;  and 
when  winter  evenings  fall  early  (sitting  at  her  merry  wheel)  she  sings  a  de- 
fiance to  the  giddy  wheel  of  Fortune.  She  doth  all  things  with  so  sweet  a 
grace,  it  seems  ignorance  will  not  suffer  her  to  do  ill,  being  her  mind  is  to 
do  well.  She  bestows  her  year's  wages  at  next  fair ;  and,  in  choosing  her 
garments,  counts  no  bravery  in  the  world  like  decency.  The  garden  and 
the  bee-hive  are  all  her  physic  and  chirurgery,  and  she  lives  the  longer  for 't. 
She  dares  go  alone,  and  unfold  sheep  in  the  night,  and  fears  no  manner 
of  ill,  because  she  means  none :  yet,  to  say  the  truth,  she  is  never  alone, 
for  she  is  still  accompanied  with  old  songs,  honest  thoughts,  and  prayers, 
but  short  ones ;  yet  they  have  their  efficacy,  in  that  they  are  not  palled  with 
ensuing  idle  cogitations.  Lastly,  her  dreams  are  so  chaste  that  she  dare 
tell  them;  only  a  Friday's  dream  is  all  her  superstition;  that  she  conceals 
for  fear  of  anger.  Thus  lives  she ;  and  all  her  care  is  she  may  die  in  tho 
spring-time,  to  have  store  of  flowers  stuck  upon  her  winding-sheet" 

The  love  of  the  country  has  been  sung  by  poets,  and  echoed 
by  philosophers ;  but  the  first  have  not  attempted,  and  the  last 
have  been  greatly  puzzled  to  account  for  it.  I  do  not  know 
that  any  one  has  ever  explained,  satisfactorily,  the  true  source 
of  this  feeling,  or  of  that  soothing  emotion  which  the  sight  of  the 
country,  or  a  lively  description  of  rural  objects  hardly  ever  fails 
to  infuse  into  the  mind.  Some  have  ascribed  this  feeling  to  the 
natural  beauty  of  the  bbjects  themselves ;  others  to  the  freedom 
from  care,  the  silence  and  tranquillity  which  scenes  of  retire- 
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ment  afford ;  others  to  the  healthy  and  innocent  employments 
of  a  country  life ;  others  to  the  simplicity  of  country  manners, 
and  others  to  a  variety  of  diflferent  causes ;  but  none  to  the  right 
one.  All  these,  indeed,  have  their  effect ;  but  there  is  another 
principal  one  which  has  not  been  touched  upon,  or  only  slightly 
glanced  at.  I  will  not,  however,  imitate  Mr.  Home  Tooke, 
who  after  enumerating  seventeen  different  definitions  of  the 
verb,  and  laughing  at  them  all  as  deficient  and  nugatory,  at  the 
end  of  two  quarto  volumes  does  not  tell  us  what  the  verb  really 
is,  and  has  left  posterity  to  pluck  out  "  the  heart  of  his  mystery." 
I  will  say  at  once  what  it  is  that  distinguishes  this  interest  from 
others,  and  that  is  its  abstractedness.  The  interest  we  feel  in 
human  nature  is  exclusive,  and  confined  to  the  individual ;  the 
interest  we  feel  in  external  nature  is  common,  and  transferable 
from  one  object  to  all  others  of  the  same  class.     Thus : 

Rousseau  in  his  Confessions  relates  that,  when  he  took  pos- 
session of  his  room  at  Annecy,  he  found  that  he  could  see  ^  a 
little  4spot  of  green"  from  his  window,  which  endeared  his  situa- 
tion the  more  to  him  because,  he  says,  it  was  the  first  time  he 
had  had  this  object  constantly  before  him  since  he  left  Boissy, 
the  place  where  he  was  at  school  when  a  child.*  Some  such 
feeling  as  that  here  described  will  be  found  lurking  at  the  bot- 
tom of  all  our  attachments  of  this  sort.  Were  it  not  for  the  re- 
collections habitually  associated  with  them,  natural  objects  could 
not  interest  the  mind  in  the  manner  they  do.  No  doubt,  the 
sky  is  beautiful,  the  clouds  sail  majestically  along  its  bosom ; 
the  sun  is  cheering ;  there  is  something  exquisitely  graceful  in 
the  manner  in  which  a  plant  or  tree  puts  forth  its  branches ;  the 
motion  with  which  they  bend  and  tremble  in  the  evening  breeze 
is  soft  and  lovely ;  there  is  music  in  the  babbling  of  a  brook ; 
the  view  from  the  top  of  a  mountain  is  frill  of  grandeur ;  nor 
can  we  behold  the  ocean  with  indifference.  Or,  as  the  Minstrel 
sweetly  sings, 

"  Oh  how  canst  thou  renounce  the  boundless  store 
Of  channs  which  Nature  to  her  votary  yields ! 

*  Pope  also  declares  that  he  had  a  particular  regard  for  an  old  post  which 
stood  in  the  court-yard  before  the  house  where  he  was  brought  up. 
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The  warbling  woodland,  the  resounding  sh(xre, 
The  pomp  of  groves,  and  garniture  of  fields; 

All  that  the  genial  ray  of  morning  gilds, 
And  all  that  echoes  to  the  song  of  even, 

All  that  the  mountain's  sheltering  bosom  shields. 
And  all  the  dread  magnificence  of  heaven, 
Oh,  how  can'st  thou  renounce,  and  hope  to  be  foigiven !" 

It  is  not,  however,  the  beautiful  and  magnificent  alone  that 
we  admire  in  Nature ;  the  most  insignificant  and  rudest  objects 
are  often  found  connected  with  the  strongest  emotions ;  we  be- 
come attached  to  the  most  common  and  familiar  images,  as  to 
the  face  of  a  friend  whom  we  have  long  known,  and  firom 
whom  we  have  received  many  benefits.  It  is  because  natural 
objects  have  been  associated  with  the  sports  of  our  childhood, 
with  air  and  exercise,  with  our  feelings  in  solitude,  when  the 
mind  takes  the  strongest  hold  of  things,  and  clings  with  the 
fondest  interest  to  whatever  strikes  its  attention ;  with  change 
of  place,  the  pursuit  of  new  scenes,  and  thoughts  of  distant' 
friends ;  it  is  because  they  have  surrounded  us  in  almost  all 
situations,  in  joy  and  in  sorrow,  in  pleasure  and  in  pain ;  be- 
cause they  have  been  one  chief  source  and  nourishment  of  our 
feelings,  and  a  part  of  our  being,  that  we  love  them  as  we  do 
ourselves. 

There  is,  generally  speaking,  the  same  foundation  for  our 
love  of  Nature  as  for  all  our  habitual  attachments,  namely, 
association  of  ideas.  But  this  is  not  all  That  which  dis- 
tinguishes this  attachment  from  others  is  the  transferable  nature 
of  our  feelings  with  respect  to  physical  objects ;  the  associations 
connected  with  any  one  object  extending  to  the  whole  class. 
Our  having  been  attached  to  any  particular  person  does  not 
make  us  feel  the  same  attachment  to  the  next  person  we  may 
chance  to  meet ;  but,  if  we  have  once  associated  strong  feelings 
of  delight  with  the  objects  of  natural  scenery,  the  tie  becomes 
indissoluble,  and  we  shall  ever  after  feel  the  same  attachment  to 
other  objects  of  the  same  sort.  I  remember,  when  I  was  abroad, 
the  trees,  and  grass,  and  wet  leaves,  rustling  in  the  walks  of  the 
Thuilleries,  seemed  to  be  as  much  English,  to  be  as  much  the 
same  trees  and  grass,  that  I  had  always  been  used  to,  as  the 
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sun  shining  o.ver  my  head  was  the  same  sun  which  I  saw  in 
England ;  the  faces  only  were  foreign  to  me.  Whence  comes 
this  difference  1  It  arises  from  our  always  imperceptibly  con- 
necting the  idea  of  the  individual  with  man,  and  only  the  idea  of 
the  class  with  natural  objects.  In  the  one  case,  the  external  ap- 
pearance or  physical  structure  is  the  least  thing  to  be  attended 
to ;  in  the  other,  it  is  everything.  The  springs  that  move  the 
human  form,  and  make  it  friendly  or  adverse  to  me,  lie  hid 
within  it.  There  is  an  infinity  of  motives,  passions,  and  ideas, 
contained  in  that  narrow  compass,  of  Which  I  know  nothing, 
and  in  which  I  have  no  share.  Each  individual  is  a  world  to 
himself,  governed  by  a  thousand  contradictory  and  wayward 
impulses.  I  can,  therefore,  make  no  inference  from  one  in- 
dividual to  another;  nor  can  my  habitual  sentiments,  with 
respect  to  any  individual,  extend  beyond  himself  to  others.  A 
crowd  of  people  presents  a  disjointed,  confused  and  unsatisfactory 
appearance  to  the  eye,  because  there  is  nothing  to  connect  the 
motley  assemblage  into  one  continuous  or  general  impression, 
unless  when  there  is  some  common  object  of  interest  to  ^  their 
attention,  as  in  the  case  of  a  frill  pit  at  the  play-house.  The 
same  principle  will  also  account  for  that  feeling  of  littleness, 
vacuity,  and  perplexity,  which  a  stranger  feels  on  entering  the 
streets  of  a  populous  city.  Every  individual  he  meets  is  a 
blow  to  his  personal  identity.  Every  new  face  is  a  teazing, 
unanswered  riddle.  He  feels  the  same  wearisome  sensation  in 
walking  from  Oxford  Street  to  Temple  Bar,  as  a  person  would 
do  who  should  be  compelled  to  read  through  the  first  leaf  of  all 
the  volumes  in  a  library.  But  it  is  otherwise  with  respect  to  na- 
ture. A  flock  of  sheep  is  not  a  contemptible,  but  a  beautiful, 
sight.  The  greatest  number  and  variety  of  physical  objects  do 
not  puzzle  the  will,  or  distract  the  attention,  but  are  massed 
together  under  one  uniform  and  harmonious  feeling.  The 
heart  reposes  in  greater  security  on  the  immensity  of  Nature's 
works,  "  expatiates  freely  there,"  and  finds  elbow  room  and 
breathing  space.  We  are  always  at  home  with  Nature.  There 
is  neither  hjrpocrisy,  caprice,  nor  mental  reservation  in  her 
£ivours.  Our  intercourse  with  her  is  not  liable  to  accident  or 
change,  suspicion  or  disappointment:  she  smiles  on  us  still  the 
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same.  A  rose  is  always  sweet,  a  lily  is  always  beautiful :  we 
do  not  hate  the  one,  nor  envy  the  other.  If  we  have  once 
enjoyed  the  cool  shade  of  a  tree,  and  been  lulled  into  a  deep 
repose  by  the  sound  of  a  brook  running  at  its  foot,  we  are  sure 
that  wherever  we  can  find  a  shady  stream  we  can  enjoy  the 
'  same  pleasure  again ;  so  that  when  we  imagine  these  objects, 
we  can  easily  form  a  mystic  personification  of  the  friendly 
power  that  inhabits  them,  Dryad  or  Naiad,  ofifering  its  cool 
fountain  or  its  tempting  shade.  Hence  the  origin  of  the  Grecian 
mythology.  All  objects  of  the  same  kind  being  the  same,  not 
only  in  their  appearance,  but  in  their  practical  use«,  we  ha- 
bitually confound  them  together  under  the  same  general  idea ; 
and  whatever  fondness  we  may  have  conceived  for  one  is  im- 
mediately placed  to  the  common  account  The  most  opposite 
kinds  and  remote  ^trains  of  feeling  gradually  go  to  enrich  the 
same  sentiment ;  and  in  our  love  of  nature,  there  is  all  the  force 
of  individual  attachment,  combined  with  the  most  airy  abstrac- 
tion. It  is  this  circumstance  which  gives  that  refinement, 
expansion,  and  wild  interest,  to  feelings  of  this  sort,  when 
strongly  excited,  which  every  one  must  have  experienced  who  is 
a  true  lover  of  nature. 

It  is  the  same  setting  sun  that  we  see  and  remember  year 
after  year,  through  summer  and  winter,  seed-time  and  harvest. 
The  moon  that  shines  above  our  heads,  or  plays  through  the 
chequered  shade,  is  the  same  moon  that  we  used  to  read  of  in 
Mrs.  Radcliffe's  romances.  We  see  no  diflference  in  the  trees 
first  covered  with  leaves  in  the  spring.  The  dry  reeds  rustling 
on  the  side  of  a  stream — the  woods  swept  by  the  loud  blast — the 
dark  massy  foliage  of  autumn — ^the  gray  trunks  and  naked 
branches  of  the  trees  in  winter — the  sequestered  copse,  and 
wide-extended  heath — ^the  glittering  sunny  showers,  and  De- 
cember snows — are  still  the  same,  or  accompanied  with  the 
same  thoughts  and  feelings :  there  is  no  object,  however  trifling 
or  rude,  that  does  not  in  some  mood  or  other  find  its  way  into 
the  heart,  as  a  link  in  the  chain  of  our  living  being ;  and  this  it 
is  that  makes  good  that  saying  of  the  poet — 

"  To  me  the  meanest  flower  that  blows  can  give 
Thoughts  that  do  often  lie  too  deep  for  teais." 
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Thiis  nature  is  a  kind  of  universal  home,  and  'every  object  it 
presents  to  uis  an  old  acquaintance  with  unaltered  looks ;  for 
there  is  that  consent  and  mutual  harmony  among  all  her  works, 
one  undivided  spirit  pervading  them  throughout,  that,  to  him 
who  has  well  acquainted  himself  with  them,  they  speak  always 
the  same  well-known  language,  striking  on  the  heart,  amidst 
unquiet  thoughts  and  the  tumult  of  the  world,  like  the  music 
of  one's  native  tongue  heard  in  some  far-off  country. 

"  My  heart  leaps  up  when  I  behold  . 
A  rainbow  in  the  sky : 
So  was  it  when  my  life  began, 
So  is  it  now  I  am  a  man, 
So  shall  it  be  when  I  grow  old  and  die. 
The  child  's  the  father  of  the  man, 
And  I  would  have  my  years  to  be 
linked  each  to  each  by  natural  piety." 

The  daisy  that  first  strikes  the  child's  eye,  in  trying  to  leap 
over  his  own  shadow,  is  the  same  flower  that  with  timid  up- 
ward glance  implores  the  grown  man  not  to  tread  upon  it 
Rousseau,  in  one  of  his  botanical  excursions,  meeting  with  the 
periwinkle,  fell  upon  his  knees,  crying  out — Ah !  voila  de  la 
pervenche  !  It  was  because  he  had,  thirty  years  before,  brought 
home  the  same  flower  with  him  in  one  of  his  rambles  with 
Madame  de  Warens,  near  Chambery.  It  struck  him  as  the 
same  identical  little  blue  flower  that  he  remembered  so  well ; 
and  thirty  years  of  sorrow  and  bitter  regret  were  eflaced  from 
his  memory.  That,  or  a  thousand  other  flowers  of  the  same 
name,  were  the  same  to  him,  to  the  heart,  and  to  the  eye ;  but 
there  was  but  one  Madame  Warens  in  the  world,  whose  image 
was  never  absent  from  hi?  thoughts ;  with  whom  flowers  and 
verdure  sprung  up  beneath  his  feet,  and  without  whom  all  was  ^ 
cold  and  barren  in  nature  and  in  his  own  breast.  The  cuckoo, 
"  that  wandering  voice,"  that  comes  and  goes  with  the  spring, 
mocks  our  ears  with  one  note  from  youth  to  age ;  and  the  lap- 
wing, screaming  round  the  traveller's  path,  repeats  forever  the 
same  sad  story  of  Tereus  and  Philomel  1 
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LECTURE  VI. 

ON  SWIFT,   YOUNG,   O&AY,   COLLINS,  ETC, 

I  SHALL  in  the  present  Lecture  go  back  to  the  age  of  Clueen 
Anne,  and  endeavour  to  give  a  cursory  account  of  the  most 
eminent  of  our  poets,  of  whom  I  have  not  already  spoken,  from 
that  period  to  the  present. 

The  three  principal  poets  among  the  wits  of  Clueen  Anne's 
reign,  next  to  Pope,  were  Prior,  Swift,  and  Gay.  Pamell, 
though  a  good-natured,  easy  man,  and  a  friend  to  poets  and  the 
Muses,  was  himself  little  more  than  an  occasional  versifier ;  and 
Arbuthnot,  who  had  as  much  wit  as  the  best  of  them,  chose  to 
show  it  in  prose,  and  not  in  verse.  He  had  a  very  notable  share 
in  the  immortal  History  of  John  Bull,  and  the  inimitable  and 
the  praiseworthy  Memoirs  of  Martinus  Scriblerus. — There  has 
been  a  great  deal  said  and  written  about  the  plagiarisms  of 
Sterne ;  but  the  only  real  plagiarism  he  had  been  guilty  of  (if 
such  theft  were  a  crime,)  is  in  taking  Tristram  Shandy's  father 
from  Martin's,  the  elder  Scriblerus.  The  original  idea  of  the 
character,  that  is,  of  the  opinionated,  captious  old  gentleman, 
who  is  pedantic,  not  from  profession,  but  choice,  belongs  to  Ar- 
buthnot. Arbuthnot's  style  is  distinguished  from  that  of  his  con- 
temporaries, even  by  a  greater  degree  of  terseness  and  conciseness. 
He  leaves  out  every  superfluous  word  ;  is  sparing  of  connecting 
particles,  and  introductory  phrases ;  uses  always  the  simplest  forms 
of  construction;  and  is  more  a  master  of  the  idiomatic  peculiari- 
ties and  internal  resources  of  the  language  than  almost  any  other 
writer.  There  is  a  research  in  the  choice  of  a  plain,  as  well  as 
of  an  ornamented  or  learned,  style ;  and,  in  fact,  a  great  deal  more. 
Among  common  English  words,  there  may  be  te»  expressing 
the  same  thing  with  different  degrees  of  force  and  propriety,  and 
only  one  of  them  the  very  word  we  want,  because  it  is  the  only 
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one  that  answers  exactly  with  the  idea  we  hare  in  our  minds. 
Each  word  in  familiar  use  has  a  set  of  associations  and  shades 
of  meaning  attached  to  it,  and  distinguished  from  each  other 
by  inveterate  custom ;  and  it  is  in  having  the  whole  of  these 
at  our  command,  and  in  knowing  which  to  choose,  as  they 
are  called  for  by  the  occasion,  that  the  perfection  of  a  pure 
conversational  prose-style  consists.  But  in  writing  a  florid 
and  artificial  style,  neidier  the  same  range  of  invention,  nor  the 
same  quick  sense  of  propriety — ^nothing  but  learning  is  required. 
If  you  know  the  words,  and  their  general  meaning,  it  is  suffi- 
cient :  it  is  impossible  you  should  know  the  nicer  inflections  of 
signification,  depending  on  an  endless  variety  of  application,  in 
expressions  borrowed  from  a  foreign  or  dead  language.  They 
all  impose  upon  the  ear  alike,  because  they  are  not  familiar  to 
it ;  the  only  distinction  left  is  between  the  pompous  and  the 
plain ;  the  sesquipedalia  verba  have  this  advantage,  that  they  are 
all  of  one  length ;  and  any  words  are  equally  fit  for  a  learned 
style,  so  that  we  have  never  heard  them  before.  Themistocles 
ihought  that  the  same  sounding  epithets  could  not  suit  all  sub- 
jects, as  the  same  dress  does  not  fit  all  persons.  The  style  of 
our  modern  prose-writers  is  very  fine  in  itself;  but  it  wants  va- 
riety of  inflection  and  adaptation ;  it  hinders  us  from  seeing  the 
diflferences  of  the  things  it  undertakes  to  describe. 

What  I  have  here  insisted  on  will  be  found  to  be  the  leading 
distinction  between  the  style  of  Swifl,  Arbuthnot,  Steele,  and  the 
other  writers  of  the  age  of  Ctueen  Anne,  and  the  style  of  Dr. 
Johnson,  whicli  succeeded  to  it  The  one  is  English,  and  the 
other  is  not  The  writers  first  mentioned,  in  order  to  express 
their  thoughts,  looked  about  them  for  the  properest  word  to  con- 
vey any  idea,  that  the  language  which  they  spoke,  and  which 
their  countrymen  understood,  aflforded :  Dr.  Johnson  takes  the 
first  English  word  that  oflers,  and,  by  translating  it  at  a  venture 
into  the  first  Greek  or  Latin  word  he  can  think  of,  only  retain- 
ing the  English  termination,  produces  an  extraordinary  efiect 
upon  the  reader,  by  much  the  same  sort  of  mechanical  process 
that  Trim  converted  the  old  jack-boots  into  a  pair  of  new  mortar& 

Dr.  Johnson  was  a  lazy  learned. man,  who  liked  to  think  and 
talk  better  than  to  read  or  write ;  who,  however,  wrote  much 
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and  well,*  but  too  often  by  rote.  His  long  compound  Latin 
phrases  required  less  thought,  and  took  up  more  room  than 
others.  What  shows  the  facilities  afforded  by  this  style  of  imposing' 
generalization  is  that  it  was  instantly  adopted  with  success  by 
all  those  who  were  writers  by  profession,  or  who  were  not  j  and 
that,  at  present,  we  cannot  see  a  lottery  puff  or  a  quack  adrer- 
tisement  pasted  against  a  wall,  that  is  not  perfectly  Johnsonian 
in  style.  Formerly,  the  learned  had  the  privilege  of  translating 
their  notions  into  Latin ;  and  a  great  privilege  it  was,  as  it  con- 
fined the  reputation  and  emoluments  of  learning  to  themselves. 
Dr.  Johnson  maybe  said  to  have  naturalised  this  privilege,  by  in- 
venting a  sort  of  jargon  translated  half-way  out  of  one  language 
into  the  other,  which  raised  the  Doctor's  reputation,  and  con- 
founded all  ranks  in  literature. 

In  the  short  period  above  alluded  to,  authors  professed  to  write 
as  other  men  spoke ;  everybody  now  affects  to  speak  as  authors 
write ;  and  any  one  who  retains  the  use  of  his  mother  tongue, 
either  in  writing  or  conversation,  is  looked  upon  as  a  very  illite- 
rate character. 

Prior  and  Gay  belong,  in  the  characteristic  excellences  of 
their  style,  to  the  same  class  of  writers  with  Suckling,  Rochester, 
and  Sedley :  the  former  imbibed  most  of  the  licentious  levity  of 
the  age  of  Charles  II.  and  carried  it  on  beyond  the  Revolution 
under  King  William.  Prior  has  left  no  single  work  equal  to 
Gray's  Fables,  or  the  Beggar's  Opera.  But  in  his  lyrical  and  fu- 
gitive pieces  he  has  shown  even  more  genius,  more  playfulness, 
more  mischievous  gaiety.  No  one  has  exceeded  him  in  the 
laughing  grace  with  which  he  glances  at  a  subject  that  will  not 
bear  examining,  with  which  he  gently  hints  at  what  cannot  be 
directly  insisted  on,  with  which  he  half  conceals,  and  half  draws 
aside,  the  veil  from  some  of  the  Muses'  nicest  mysteries.  His 
Muse  is,  in  fact,  a  giddy  wanton  flirt,  who  spends  her  time  in 
playing  at  snap-dragon  and  blind-man's  buff,  who  tells  what  she 
should  not,  and  knows  more  than  she  tells.  She  laughs  at  the 
tricks  she  shows  us,  and  blushes,  or  would  be  thought  to  do  so, 
at  what  she  keeps  concealed.  Prior  has  translated  several  of 
Fontaine's  Tales  from  the  French ;  and  they  have  lost  nothing 
in  the  translation,  either  of  theirwit  or  malice.    I  need  not  name 
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them :  but  the  one  I  like  the  most  is  that  of  Cupid  in  search  of 
y  enus's  doTes.  No  one  could  insinuate  a  knavish  plot,  a  tender 
point,  a  loose  moral  with  such  unconscious  archness,  and  careless 
raillery,  as  if  he  gained  new  self-possession  and  adroitness  from 
the  perplexity  and  confusion  into  which  he  throws  scrupulous 
imaginations,  and  knew  how  to  seize  on  all  the  ticklish  parts  of 
his  subject,  from  their  involuntarily  shrinking  under  his  grasp. 
Some  of  his  imitations  of  Boileau's  servile  addresses  to  Louis  XIV. 
which  he  has  applied  with  tf  happy  mixture  of  wit  and  patriotic 
enthusiasm  to  King  William,  or  as  he  familiarly  calls  him,  to 

"  Little  Will,  the  scourge  of  France, 
No  Godhead,  but  the  first  of  men,'' 

are  excellent,  and  show  the  same  talent  for  dauble-enieruke  and 
the  same  gallantry  of  spirit,  whether  in  the  softer  lyric,  or  the 
more  lively  heroic.  Some  of  Prior*s  bon  mots  are  the  best  that 
are  recorded.  His  serious  poetry,  as  his  Solomon,  is  as  heavy  as 
his  £uniliar  style  was  light  and  agreeable.  His  moral  Muse  is 
a  Magdalen,  and  should  not  have  obtruded  herself  on  public 
view.  Henry  and  Emma  is  a  paraphrase  of  the  old  ballad  of 
the  Nutbrown  Maid,  and  not  so  good  as  the  original.  In  short, 
as  we  often  see  in  other  cases,  where  men  thwart  their  own 
genius.  Prior's  sentimental  and  romantic  productions  are  mere 
affectation,  the  result  not  of  powerful  impulse  or  real  feeling,  but 
of  a  consciousness  of  his  deficiencies,  and  a  wish  to  supply  their 
place  by  labour  and  art. 

Gay  was  sometimes  grosser  than  Prior,  not  systematically,  but 
inadvertently — ^from  not  being  so  well  aware  of  what  he  was 
about ;  nor  was  there  the  same  necessity  for  caution,  for  his 
grossness  is  by  no  means  so  seductive  or  inviting. 

Gay's  Fables  are  certainly  a  work  of  great  merit,  both  as  to 
the  quantity  of  invention  implied,  and  as  to  the  elegance  and 
facility  of  the  execution.  They  are,  however,  spun  out  too  long ; 
the  descriptions  and  narrative  are  too  diffuse  and  desultory ;  and 
the  moral  is  sometimes  without  point.  They  are  more  like 
Tales  than  fables.  The  best  are,  perhaps,  the  Hare  with  Many 
Friends,  the  Monkeys,  and  the  Fox  at  the  Point  of  Death.  His 
Pastorals  are  pleasing  and  poetical.    But  his  capital  work  is 
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his  Beggar's  Opera.  It  is  indeed  a  masterpiece  of  wit  and  ge- 
nius, not  to  say  of  morality.  In  composing  it,  he  chose  a  very 
unpromising  ground  to  work  upon,  and  he  has  prided  himself 
in  adorning  it  with  all  the  graces,  the  precision,  and  brilliancy 
of  8tyl&  It  is  a  vulgar  error  to  call  this  a  vulgar  play.  So  far 
from  it  that  I  do  not  scruple  to  say  that  it  appears  to  me  one  of 
the  most  refined  productions  in  the  language.  The  elegance  of 
the  composition  is  in  exact  proportion  to  the  coarseness  of  the 
materials :  by  ^  happy  alchemy  of  mind,"  the  author  has  extract- 
ed an  essence  of  refinement  from  the  dregs  of  human  life,  and 
turns  its  very  dross  into  gold.  The  scenes,  characters,  and  in- 
cidents are,  in  themselves,  of  the  lowest  and  most  disgusting 
kind :  but,  by  the  sentiments  and  reflections  which  are  put  into 
the  mouths  of  highwaymen,  turnkeys,  their  mistresses,  wives,  or 
daughters,  he  has  converted  this  motley  group  into  ft  set  of  fine 
gentlemen  and  ladies,  satirists  and  philosophers.  He  has  also 
effected  this  transformation  without  once  violating  probability, 
or  "overstepping  the  modesty  of  nature."  In  fact,  Gay  has 
turned  the  tables  on  the  critics ;  and  by  the  assmned  license  of 
the  mock-heroic  style,  has  enabled  himself  Xo  do  justice  to  ruUure^ 
that  is,  to  give  all  the  force,  truth,  and  locality  of  real  feeling  to 
the  thoughts  and  expressions,  without  being  called  to  the  bar 
of  false  taste  and  affected  delicacy.  The  extreme  beauty  and 
feeling  of  the  song,  "  Woman  is  like  the  fair  flower  in  its  lus- 
tre," are  only  equalled  by  its  characteristic  propriety  and 
TUilvete.  Polly  describes  her  lover  going  to  the  gallows  with 
the  same  touching  simplicity,  and  with  all  the  natural  fondness 
of  a  young  girl  in  her  circumstances,  who  sees,  in  his  approach- 
ing catastrophe,  nothing  but  the  misfortunes  and  the  personal 
accomplishments  of  the  object  of  her  aflections.  ''  I  see  him 
sweeter  than  the  nosegay  in  his  hand ;  the  admiring  crowd  la- 
ment that  so  lovely  a  youth  should  come  to  an  untimely  end : 
even  butchers  weep,  and  Jack  Ketch  refuses  his  fee  rather  than 
consent  to  tie  the  fatal  knot."  The  preservation  of  the  charac- 
ter and  costume  is  complete.  It  has  been  said  by  a  great  au- 
thority— ^^  There  is  some  soul  of  goodness  in  things  evil :"  and 
the  Beggar^s  Opera  is  a  good-natured  but  instructive  comment 
on  this  text.    The  poet  has  thrown  all  the  gaiety  and  sunshine 
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of  the  imagination,  alJ  the  intoxication  of  pleasure,  and  the  van- 
ity of  despair,  round  the  short-lived  existence  of  his  heroes; 
while  Pedchum  and  Lockitt  are  seen  in  the  background,  par- 
celling out  their  months  and  weeks  between  them.  The  gene- 
ral view  exhibited  of  human  life  is  of  the  most  subtle  and 
abstracted  kind.  The  author  has,  with  great  felicity,  brought 
out  the  good  qualities  and  interesting  emotions  almost  insepara- 
ble from  the  lowest  conditions ;  and,  with  the  same  penetrating 
glance,  has  detected  the  disguises  which  rank  and  circumstances 
lend  to  exalted  vice.  Every  line  in  this  sterling  comedy  spar- 
kles with  wit,  and  is  fraught  with  the  keenest  sarcasm.  The 
very  wit,  however,  takes  off  from  the  offensiveness  of  the  satire ; 
and  I  have  seen  great  statesmen,  very  great  statesmen,  heartily 
enjoying  the  joke,  laughing  most  immoderately  at  the  compli- 
ments paid  to  them,  as  not  much  worse  than  pickpockets  and 
cut-throats  in  a  different  line  of  life,  and  pleased,  as  it  were,  to 
see  themselves  humanised  l)y  some  sort  of  fellowship  with  their 
kind.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  the  moral  of  the  piece  is  to 
show  the  vulgarity  of  vice ;  or  that  the  same  violations  of  integ- 
rity and  decorum,  the  same  habitual  sophistry  in  palliating  their 
want  of  principle,  are  common  to  the  great  and  powerful,  with 
the  meanest  and  most  contemptible  of  the  species.  What  can 
be  more  convincing  than  the  arguments  used  by  these  would-be 
politicians,  to  show  that,  in  hypocrisy,  selfishness  and  treachery, 
they  do  not  come  up  to  many  of  their  betters  ?  The  exclama- 
tion of  Mrs.  Peachum^  when  her  daughter  marries  Macheath, 
"  Hussy,  hussy,  you  will  be  as  ill  used,  and  as  much  neglected, 
as  if  you  had  married  a  lord,"  is  worth  all  Miss  Hannah  More*s 
laboured  invectives  on  the  laxity  of  the  manners  of  high  life! 

I  shall  conclude  this  account  of  Gay  with  his  verses  on  Sir 
Richard  Blackmore,  which  may  serve  at  once  as  a  specimen  of 
his  own  manner,  and  as  a  character  of  a  voluminous  contempo- 
rary poet,  who  was  admired  by  Mr.  Locke  and  knighted  by  . 
King  William  III. 

"  See  who  ne'er  was  nor  will  be  half-read, 
Who  first  sung  Arthur,  then  sung  Alfred; 
Praised  great  Eliza  in  God's  anger, 
Till  all  true  Englishmen  cried,  'Hang  her  !'— 
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Maul'd  human  wH  in  one  thick  satite ; 

Next  in  three  books  spoird  human  nature : 

Undid  creation  at  a  jerk, 

And  of  Redemption  made  damn'd  work. 

Then  took  his  Muse  at  once,  and  dijft  her 

Full  in  the  middle  of  the  Scripture. 

What  wonders  there  the  man,  grown  old,  did ! 

Sternhold  himself  he  out-Sternholded. 

Made  David  seem  so  mad  and  freakish, 

All  thought  him  just  what  thought  King  Achish. 

No  mortal  read  his  Solomon 

But  julged  Re'boam  his  own  son. 

Moses  he  serv'd  as  Moses  Pharaoh, 

And  Deborah  as  she  Siserah ; 

Made  Jeremy  full  sore  to  cry. 

And  Job  himself  curse  God  and  die. 

What  punishment  all  this  must  follow  ? 

Shall  Arthur  use  him  like  King  Tollo  7 

Shall  David  as  Uriah  slay  him  1 

Or  dexterous  Deborah  Siserah  him  1 

No ! — none  of  these !  Heaven  spare  his  life ! 

But  send  him,  honest  Job,  thy  wife  !" 

Gay*8  Trivia,  or  Art  of  Walking  the  Streets,  is  as  pleasant  as 
walking  the  streets  must  have  been  at  the  time  virhen  it  was 
written.  His  ballad  of  Black  Eyed  Susan  is  one  of  the  most 
delightful  that  can  be  imagined ;  nor  do  I  see  that  it  is  a  bit  tbo 
worse  for  Mr.  JekylPs  parody  on  it. 

Swift's  reputation  as  a  poet  has  been  in  a  manner  obscured 
by  the  greater  splendour,  by  the  natural  force  and  inventive 
genius  of  his  prose  writings ;  but  if  he  had  never  written  either 
the  Tale  of  a  Tub  or  Gulliver's  Travels,  his  name  merely  as  a 
poet  would  have  come  down  to  us,  and  have  gone  down  to  pos- 
terity, with  well-earned  honours.  His  imitations  of  Horace, 
and  still  more  his  Verses  on  his  own  Death,  place  him  in  the 
first  rank  of  agreeable  moralists  in  verse.  There  is  not  only  a 
dry  humour,  an  exquisite  tone  of  irony,  in  these  productions  of 
his  pen,  but  there  is  a  touching,  unpretending  pathos,  mixed  up 
with  the  most  whimsical  and  eccentric  strokes  of  pleasantry 
and  satire.  His  Description  of  the  Morning  in  London,  and 
of  a  City  Shower,  which  were  first  published  in  the  Tatler,  are 
among  the  most  delightful  of  the  contents  of  that  very  de- 
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lightful  work.  Swift  shone  as  one  of  the  most  sensible  of  the 
poets ;  he  is  also  distinguished  as  one  of  the  roost  nonsensical 
of  them.  No  man  has  written  so  many  lack-a-daisical,  slip* 
shod,  tedious,  trifling,  foolish,  fantastical  verses  as  he,  which  aie 
so  little  an  imputation  on  the  wisdon^  of  the  writer ;  and  which, 
in  fact,  only  show  his  readiness  to  oblige  others,  and  to  foi^t 
himself  He  has  gone  so  far  as  to  invent  a  new  stanza  of  four- 
teen and  sixteen  syllable  lines  for  Mary  the  cookmaid  to  vent 
her  budget  of  nothings,  and  for  Mrs.  Harris  to  gossip  with  the 
deaf  old  housekeeper.  Oh,  when  shall  we  have  such  another 
Rector  of  Laracor ! — The  Tale  of  a  Tub  is  one  of  the  most 
masterly  compositions  in  the  language,  whether  for  thought, 
wit,  or  style.  It  is  so  capital  and  undeniable  a  proof  of  the 
author's  talents,  that  Dr.  Johnson,  who  did  not  like  Swifl,  wotdd 
not  allow  that  he  wrote  it.  It  is  hard  that  the  same  perform* 
ance  should  stand  in  the  way  of  a  man's  promotion  to  a 
bishopric,  as  wanting  gravity,  and  at  th^  same  time  be  denied  to 
be  his,  as  having  too  much  wit.  It  is  a  pity  the  Doctor  did  not 
find  out  some  graver  author,  for  whom  he  felt  a  critical  kind- 
ness, on  whom  to  father  this  splendid,  but  unacknow](sdged, 
production. — Dr.  Johnson  could  not  deny  that  Gulliver's  Tra- 
vels were  his;  he  therefore  disputed  their  merits,  and  said  that, 
after  the  first  idea  of  them  was  conceived,  they  were  easy  to 
execute ;  all  the  rest  followed  mechanically.  I  do  not  know 
how  that  may  be ;  but  the  mechanism  employed  is  something 
very  difierent  from  any  that  the  author  of  Rasselas  was  in  the 
habit  of  bringing  to  bear  on  such  occasions.  There  is  nothing 
more  futile,  as  well  as  invidious,  than  this  mode  of  criticising  a 
work  of  original  genius.  Its  greatest  merit  is  supposed  to  be 
in  the  invention ;  and  you  say,  very  wisely,  that  it  is  not  in  ike 
execution.  You  might  as  well  take  away  the  merit  of  the 
invention  of  the  telescope,  by  saying  that,  after  its  uses  were 
explained  and  understood,  any  ordinary  eyesight  could  look 
through  it  Whether  the  excellence  of  Gulliver's  Travels  is  in 
the  conception  or  the  execution,  is  of  little  consequence ;  the 
power  is  somewhere,  and  it  is  a  power  that  has  moved  the 
world.  The  power  is  not  that  of  big  words  and  vaunting 
common  places.    Swift  left  these  to  those  who  wanted  them ; 
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and  has  done  what  his  acuteness  and  intensity  of  mind  alone 
could  enable  any  one  to  conceiye  or  to  perfonn.  His  object  was* 
to  strip  empty  pride  and  grandeur  of  the  imposing  air  which 
external  circumstances  throw  around  them ;  and  for  this  purpose 
he  has  cheated  the  imagination  of  the  illusions  which  the  pre- 
judices of  sense  and  of  the  world  put  upon  it,  by  reducing 
every  thing  to  the  abstract  predicament  of  size.  He  enl-drges 
or  diminishes  the  scale,  as  he  wishes,  to  show  the  insignificance 
or  the  grossness  of  our  over-weening  self-love.  That  he  has  done 
this  with  mathematical  precision,  with  complete  presence  of 
mind  and  perfect  keeping,  ill  a  manner  that  comes  equally  home 
to  the  understanding  of  the  man  and  of  the  child,  does  not 
take  away  from  the  merit  of  the  work  or  the  genius  of  the 
author.  He  has  taken  a  new  view  of  humail  nature,  such  as 
a  being  of  a  higher  sphere  might  take  of  it;  he  has  torn  the 
scales  from  off  his  moral  vision ;  he  has  tried  an  experiment 
upon  human  life,  and  sifted  its  pretensions  from  the  alloy  of 
circumstances ;  he  has  measured  it  with  a  rule,  has  weighed  it 
in  a  balance,  and  found  it,  for  the  most  part,  wanting  and  worth- 
less, i|f  substance  and  in  show.  Nothing  solid,  nothing  valu- 
able is  left  in  his  system  but  virtue  and  wisdom.  What  a  libel 
is  this  upon  mankind !  What  a  convincing  proof  of  mis- 
anthropy! What  presumption  and  what  malice  prepense,  to 
show  men  what  they  are,  and  to  teach  them  what  they  ought  to 
be !  What  a  mortifying  stroke,  aimed  at  national  glory,  is  that 
unlucky  incident  of  Gulliver's  wading  across  the  channel  and 
carrying  off  the  whole  fleet  of  Blefuscu !  After  that,  we  have 
only  to  consider  which  of  the  contending  parties  was  in  the 
right.  What  a  shock  to  personal  vanity  is  given  in  the  account 
of  Gulliver's  nurse  Glumdalclitch !  Still,  notwithstanding  the 
disparagement  to  her  personal  charms,  her  good  nature  remains 
the  same  amiable  quality  as  before.  I  cannot  see  the  harm,  the 
misanthropy,  the  immoral  and  degrading  tendency  of  this. 
The  moral  lesson  is  as  fine  as  the  intellectual  exhibition  is  amus- 
ing.  It  is  an  attempt  to  tear  off  the  mask  of  imposture  from 
the  world  ;  and  nothing  but  imposture  has  a  right  to  complain 
of  it  It  is,  indeed,  the  way  with  oUr  quacks  in  morality  to 
preach  up  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  to  pamper  pride  and 
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hypocrisy  with  the  idle  mockeries  of  the  virtues  they  pretend  to, 
and  which  they  have  not :  but  it  was  not  Swift's  way  to  cant 
morality,  or  any  thing  else ;  nor  did  his  genius  prompt  him  to 
write  unmeaning  panegyrics  on  mankind  ! 

I  do  not,  therefore,  agree  with  the  estimate  of  Swift's  moral  or 
intellectual  character,  given  by  an  eminent  critic,  who  does  not 
seem  to  have  forgotten  the  party  politics  of  Swift.  I  do  not 
carry  my  political  resentments  so  far  back :  I  can  at  this  time 
of  day  forgive  Swift  for  having  been  a  Tory.  I  feel  little  dis- 
turbance (whatever  I  might  think  of  them)  at  his  political  senti- 
ments, which  died  with  him,  considering  how  much  else  he  has 
left  behind  him  of  a  more  solid  and  imperishable  nature!  If  he 
had,  indeed,  (like  some  others)  merely  left  behind  him  the  last- 
ing infamy  of  a  destroyer  of  his  country,  or  the  shining  example 
of  an  apostate  from  liberty,  I  might  have  thought  the  case  altered. 

The  determination  with  which  Swift  persisted  in  a  precon- 
certed theory,  savoured  of  the  morbid  affection  of  which  he  died. 
There  is  nothing  more  likely  to  drive  a  man  mad  than  the  being 
unable  to  get  rid  of  the  idea  of  the  distinction  between  right  and 
wrong,  and  an  obstinate,  constitutional  preference  of  the  true  to 
the  agreeable.  Swift  was  not  a  Frenchman.  In  this  respect 
he  differed  from  Rabelais  and  Voltaire.  They  have  been  ac- 
counted the  three  greatest  wits  in  modern  times ;  but  their  wit 
was  of  a  peculiar  kind  in  each.  They  are  little  beholden  to  each 
other ;  there  is  some  resemblance  between  Lord  Peter  in  the 
Tale  of  a  Tub,  and  Rabelais'  Friar  John ;  but  in  general  they 
are  all  three  authors  of  a  substantive  character  in  themselves. 
Swift's  wit  (particularly  in  his  chief  prose  works)  was  serious, 
saturnine,  and  practical ;  Rabelais'  was  fantastical  and  joyous ; 
Voltaire's  was  light,  sportive,  and  verbal.  Swift's  wit  was  the 
wit  of  sense ;  Rabelais',  the  wit  of  nonsense ;  Voltaire's,  of  in- 
difference to  both.  The  ludicrous  in  Swift  arises  out  of  his  keen 
sense  of  impropriety,  his  soreness  and  impatience  of  the  least  ab- 
surdity. He  separates,  with  a  severe  and  caustic  air,  truth  froM 
falsehood,  folly  from  wisdom,  "  shews  vice  her  own  image,  scorn 
her  own  feature ;"  and  it  is  the  force,  the  precision,  and  the  honest 
abruptness  with  which  the  separation  is  made,  that  excites  our 
surprise,  our  admiration,  and  laughter.     He  sets  a  mark  of  re- 
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probation  on  that  which  cfiends  good  sense  and  good  manners, 
which  cannot  be  mistaken,  and  which  holds  it  up  to  our  ridicule 
and  contempt  ever  after.  His  occasional  disposition  to  trifling* 
(already  noticed)  was  a  relaxation  from  the  ezcessiye  earnest- 
ness of  his  mind.  Indignatio  facit  versus.  His  better  genius 
was  his  spleen.  It  was  the  biting  acrimony  of  his  temper  that 
ibarpened  his  other  faculties.  The  truth  of  his  perceptions  pro- 
duced the  pointed  coruscations  of  his  wit ;  his  playful  irony  was 
tbe  result  of  inward  bitterness  of  thought ;  his  imagination  was 
the  product  of  the  literal,  dry,  incorrigible  tenaciousness  of  his 
understanding.  He  endeavoured  to  escape  from  the  persecution 
of  realities  into  the  regions  of  fimcy,  and  invented  his  Lilliputians 
and  Brobdignagians,  Yahoos,  and  Houynhym's,  as  a  diversion 
to  the  more  painful  knowledge  of  the  world  around  him :  they 
only  made  him  laugh,  while  men  and  women  made  him  angry. 
His  feverish  impatience  made  him  view  the  infirmities  of  that 
great  baby  the  world  with  the  same  scrutinizing  glance  and 
jealous  irritability  that  a  parent  regards  the  failings  of  its  ofT- 
spring ;  but,  as  Rousseau  has  well  observed,  parents  have  not  on 
this  account  been  supposed  to  have  more  aflection  for  other  peo- 
ple's children  than  their  own.  In  other  respects,  and  except 
from  the  sparkling  effervescence  of  his  gall.  Swift's  brain  was  as 
"dry  as  the  remainder  biscuit  after  a  voyage."  He  hated  ab- 
surdity— ^Rabelais  loved  it,  exaggerated  it  with  supreme  satis- 
&ction,  luxuriated  in  its  endless  varieties,  rioted  in  nonsense, 
"reigned  there  and  revelled."  He  dwelt  on  the  absurd  and  lu- 
dicrous for  the  pleasure  they  gave  him,  not  for  the  pain.  He 
lived  upon  laughter,  and  died  laughing.  He  indulged  his  vein, 
and  took  his  full  swing  of  folly.  He  did  not  baulk  his  fancy  or 
his  readers.  His  wit  was  to  him  "  as  riches  fineless ;"  he  saw 
no  end  of  his  wealth  in  that  way,  and  set  no  limits  to  his  extra- 
vagance :  he  was  communicative,  prodigal,  boundless,  and  in- 
exhaustible. His  were  the  Saturnalia  of  wit,  the  riches  and  the 
royalty,  the  health  and  long  life.  He  is  intoxicated  with  gaiety, 
mad  with  folly.  His  animal  spirits  drown  him  in  a  flood  of 
mirth :  his  blood  courses  up  and  down  his  veins  like  wine.  His 
thirst  of  enjoyment  is  as  great  as  his  thirst  of  drink :  his  appetite 
fer  good  things  of  all  sorts  is  unsatisfied,  and  there  is  a  never- 
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ending  supply.  Discourse  is  dry ;  so  they  moisten  their  words 
in  their  cups,  and  relish  their  dry  jests  with  plenty  of  Botargos 
and  dried  neats'  tongues.  It  is  like  Camacho's  wedding  in 
Don  Cluixote,  where  Sancho  ladled  out  whole  pullets  and  fat 
geese  from  the  soup-kettles  at  a  pull.  The  flagons  are  set  a 
running,  their  tongues  wag  at  the  same  time,  and  their  mirth 
flows  as  a  river.  How  Friar  John  roars  and  lays  about  him  in 
the  vineyard !  How  Panurge  whines  in  the  storm,  and  how 
dexterously  he  contrives  to  throw  the  sheep  overboard !  How 
much  Pantagruel  behaves  like  a  wise  king !  How  Gargantua 
mewls,  and  pules,  and  slabbers  his  nurse,  and  demeans  himself 
most  like  a  ro3^1  infant !  what  provinces  he  devours !  what  seas 
he  drinks  up !  How  he  eats,  drinks,  and  sleeps — ^sleeps,  eats,  and 
drinks!  The  style  of  Rabelais  is  no  less  prodigious  than  his  mat- 
ter. His  words  are  of  marrow,  unctuous,  dropping  fatness.  He 
was  a  mad  wag,  the  king  of  good  fellows,  and  prince  of  practi- 
cal philosophers ! 

Rabelais  was  a  Frenchman  of  the  old  school — Voltaire  of  the 
new.  The  wit  of  the  one  arose  from  an  exuberance  of  enjoy- 
ment— of  the  other,  from  an  excess  of  indifference,  real  or  as- 
sumed. Voltaire  had  no  enthusiasm  for  one  thing  or  another : 
he  made  light  of  everything.  In  his  hands  all  things  turn  to 
chaff  and  dross,  as  the  pieces  of  silver  money  in  the  Arabian 
Nights  were  changed  by  the  hands  of  the  enchanter  into 
little  dry  crumbling  leaves !  He  is  a  Parisian.  He  never 
exaggerates,  is  never  violent:  he  treats  things  with  the  most 
provoking  sangfroid;  and  expresses  his  contempt  by  the  most 
indirect  hints,  and  in  the  fewest  words,  as  if  he  hardly  thought 
them  worth  even  his  contempt.  He  retains  complete  possession 
of  himself  and  of  his  subject.  He  does  not  effect  his  purpose  by 
the  eagerness  of  his  blows,  but  by  the  delicacy  of  his  tact.  The 
poisoned  wound  he  inflicted  was  so  fine  as  scarcely  to  be  felt  till 
it  rankled  and  festered  in  its  "  mortal  consequences."  His  cal- 
lousness was  an  excellent  foil  for  the  antagonists  he  had  mostly 
to  deal  with.  He  took  knaves  and  fools  on  his  shield  well.  He 
stole  away  its  cloak  from  grave  imposture-  If  he  reduced  other 
things  below  their  true  value,  making  them  seem  worthless  and 
hollow,  he  did  not  degrade  the  pretensions  of  tyranny  and  super* 
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stitioQ  below  their  true  value,  by  making  them  seem  utterly- 
worthless  and  hollow,  as  contemptible  as  they  were  odious. 
This  was  the  service  he  rendered  to  truth  and  mankind  !  His 
Candide  is  a  masterpiece  of  wit.  It  has  been  called  '^  the  dull 
product  of  a  scoffer's  pen."  It  is,  indeed,  "  the  product  of  a  scof- 
fer's pen ;"  but  after  reading  the  Excursion,  few  people  will  think 
it  duU.  It  is  in  the  most  perfect  keeping,  and  without  any  ap- 
pearance of  effort.  Every  sentence  tells,  and  the  whole  reads 
like  one  sentence.  There  is  something  sublime  in  Martin's 
sceptical  indifference  to  moral  good  and  evil.  It  is  the  repose 
of  the  grave.  It  is  better  to  suffer  this  living  death  than  a  living 
martyrdom.  "  Nothing  can  touch  him  further*'  The  moral 
of  Candide  (such  as  it  is)  is  the  same  as  that  of  Rasselas :  the 
execution  is  different  Voltaire  says,  "  A  great  book  is  a  great 
evil."  Dr.  Johnson  would  have  laboured  this  short  apophthegm 
into  a  voluminous  commonplace.  Voltaire's  traveller  (in  an- 
other work)  being  asked  "whether  he  likes  black  or  white 
mutton  best,"  replies  that  "  he  is  indifferent,  provided  it  is  tender." 
Dr.  Johnson  did  not  get  at  a  conclusion  by  so  short  a  way  as 
this.  If  Voltaire's  licentiousness  is  objected  to  me,  I  say,  let  it 
be  placed  to  its  true  account,  the  manners  of  the  age  and  court 
in  which  he  lived.  The  lords  and  ladies  of  the  bedchamber 
in  the  reign  of  Louis  XV.  found  no  fault  with  the  immoral 
tendency  of  his  writings.  Why  then  should  our  modern  purists 
quarrel  with  them? — But  to  return. 

Young  is  a  gloomy  epigrammatist.  He  has  abused  great 
powers  both  of  thought  and  language.  His  moral  reflections 
aare  sometimes-  excellent ;  but  he  spoils  their  beauty  by  over- 
loading them  with  a  religious  horror,  and  at  the  same  time 
giving  them  all  the  smart  turns  and  quaint  expressions  of  an 
enigma  or  repartee  in  verse.  The  well-known  lines  on  Pro- 
crastination are  in  his  best  manner : 

"  Be  wise  to-day ;  'tis  madness  to  defer ; 
Next  day  the  fatal  precedent  will  plead ; 
Thus  on,  till  wisdom  is  push'd  out  of  life. 
Procrastination  is  the  thief  of  time ; 
Year  after  year  it  steals,  till  all  are  fled, 
And  to  the  mercies  of  a  moment  leaves 
The  vast  concerns  of  an  eternal  scene. 
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"  Of  man's  miraculous  mistakes,  this  bean 
The  palm, '  That  all  men  are  about  to  live,' 
For  over  on  the  brink  of  being  bom. 
AR  pay  themselves  the  compliment  to  think 
They,  one  day,  sh^ll  not  drivel ;  and  their  pride 
On  this  reversion  takes  up  ready  praise ; 
At  least,  their  own ;  their  future  selves  applauds ; 
How  excellent  that  life  they  ne'er  will  lead  ! 
Time  lodg'd  in  their  own  hands  is  Folly's  vails : 
That  lodg'd  in  Fate's,  to  Wisdom  they  consign ; 
The  thing  they  can't  but  purpose  they  postpone. 
Tib  not  in  Folly  not  to  scorn  a  fool ; 
And  scarce  in  human  Wisdom  to  do  more. 
All  promise  is  poor  dilatory  man, 
And  that  through  every  stage.    When  young,  indeed, 
In  full  content,  we,  sometimes,  nobly  rest. 
Un*anxious  for  ourselves ;  and  only  wish, 
As  duteous  sons,  our  fathers  were  more  wise. 
At  thirty  nian  suspects  himself  a  fool ; 
Knows  it  at  forty,  and  reforms  his  plan ; 
At  filly  chides  his  infamous  delay, 
Pushes  his  prudent  purpose  to  resolve ; 
In  all  the  magnanimity  of  thought 
Resolves,  and  re-resolves ;  then  dies  the  same. 

"  And  why  1  Because  he  thinks  himself  immortal, 
All  men  think  all  men  mortal,  but  themselves ; 
Themselves,  when  some  alarming  shock  of  fate 
Strikes  through  their  wounded  hearts  the  sudden  dread ; 
But  their  hearts  wounded,  like  the  wounded  air. 
Soon  close  ;  where,  past  the  shaft,  no  trace  is  found. 
As  firom  the  wing  no  scar  the  sky  retains ; 
The  parted  wave  no  furrow  from  the  keel ; 
So  dies  in  human  hearts  the  thought  of  death. 
Ev'n  with  the  tender  tear  which  nature  sheds 
O'er  those  we  love,  we  drop  it  in  their  grave." 

Wb  Universal  Passion  is  a  keen  and  powerful  satire ;  but  the 
effort  takes  from  the  effect,  and  oppresses  attention  by  perpetual 
and  violent  demands  upon  it  His  tragedy  of  the  Revenge  is 
monkish  and  scholastic.  Zanga  is  a  vulgar  caricature  of  lago. 
The  finest  lines  in  it  are  the  burst  of  triumph  at  the  end,  when 
his  revenge  is  completed : 

"  Let  Europe  and  her  pallid  sons  go  weep, 
Let  Afric  on  her  hundred  thrones  rejoice,"  &c. 
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Collins  is  a  writer  of  a  rery  different  stamp,  who  had  per- 
haps less  general  power  of  mind  than  Toung  *  but  he  had  that 
true  vivida  vis,  that  genuine  inspiration,  which  alone*  can  give 
birth  to  the  highest  efibrts  of  poetry.  He  leaves  stings  in  the 
minds  of  his  readers,  certain  traces  of  thought  and  feeling, 
which  never  wear  out,  because  nature  had  left  them  in  his  own 
mind.  He  is  the  only  one  of  the  minor  poets  of  whom,  if  he 
had  lived,  it  cannot  be  said  that  he  might  not  have  done  the 
greatest  things.  The  germ  is  there.  He  is  sometimes  affected, 
unmeaning  and  obscure  ;  but  he  also  catches  rich  glimpses  of 
the  bowers  of  Paradise,  and  has  lofty  aspirations  after  the  high- 
est seats  of  the  Muses.  With  a  great  deal  of  tinsel  and 
splendid  patch-work,  he  has  not  been  able  to  hide  the  solid 
sterling  ore  of  genius.  In  his  best  works  there  is  an  attic  simpli- 
city, a  pathos,  and  fervour  of  imagination,  which  make  us  the 
more  lament  that  the  eflbrts  of  his  mind  were  at  first  depressed  by 
neglect  and  pecuniary  embarrassment,  and  at  length  buried  in 
the  gloom  of  an  unconquerable  and  fatal  malady.  How  many 
poets  have  gone  through  all  the  horrors  of  poverty  and  contempt, 
and  ended  their  days  in  moping  melancholy  or  moody  madness  I 

"  We  poets  in  our  youth  begin  in  gladness, 
But  thereof  comes  in  the  end  despondency  and  madness." 

Is  this  the  fault  of  themselves,  of  nature  in  tempering  them  of 
too  fine  a  clay,  or  of  the  world,  that  spumer  of  living,  and  patron 
of  dead  merit?  Read  the  account  of  Collins — ^with  hopes 
frustrated,  with  faculties  blighted,  at  last  when  it  was  too  late 
for  himself  or  others,  receiving  the  deceitful  favours  of  relenting 
Fortune,  which  served  only  to  throw  their  sunshine  on  his 
decay,  and  to  light  him  to  an  early  grave.  He  was  found 
sitting  with  every  spark  of  imagination  extinguished,  and  witfi 
only  the  faint  traces  of  memory  and  reason  left — with  only  one 
book  in  his  room,  the  Bible;  "but  that,"  he  said,  "was  the 
best''  A  melancholy  damp  hung  like  an  unwholesome  mildew 
upon  his  faculties — a  canker  had  consumed  the  flower  of  his 
life.  He  produced  works  of  genius,  and  the  public  regarded 
them  with  scorn :  he  aimed  at  excellence  that  should  be  his 
own,  and  his  friends  treated  bis  efibrts  as  the  wanderings  of 
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fatuity.  The  proofs  of  his  capacity  are,  his  Ode  on  Evening, 
his  Ode  on  the  Passions  (particularly  the  fine  personification  of 
Hope,)  his  Ode  to  Fear,  the  Dirge  in  Cymbehne,  the  Lines  on 
Thomson's  Grave,  and  his  Eclogues,  parts  of  which  are  ad- 
mirable. But  perhaps  his  Ode  on  the  Poetical  Character  is  thb 
best  of  all.  A  rich  distilled  perfume  emanates  from  it  like  the 
breath  of  genius ;  a  golden  cloud  envelopes  it ;  a  honeyed  paste 
of  poetic  diction  encrusts  it,  like  the  candied  coat  of  the  auri- 
cula. His  Ode  to  Evening  shows  equal  genius  in  the  images 
and  versification.  The  sounds  steal  slowly  over  the  ear,  like 
the  gradual  coming  on  of  evening  itself: 

"  If  aught  of  oaten  stop  or  pastoral  song 
May  hope,  chaste  Eve,  to  soothe  thy  modest  ear, 
Like  thy  own  solemn  springs, 
Thy  springs  and  dying  gales, 

O  nymph  reserv'd,  while  now  the  hright-haired  son 
Sits  on  yon  western  tent,  whose  cloudy  skirts 

With  hrede  ethereal  wove, 

O'erhang  his  wavy  hed : 

Now  air  is  hnsh'd,  save  where  the  weak-ey*d  hat, 
With  short  shrill  shriek,  flits  hy  on  leathern  wing, 

Or  whore  the  beetle  winds 

His  small  but  sullen  horn, 

As  oft  he  rises  midst  the  twilight  path, 
Against  the  pilgrim  home  in  heedless  hum. 

Now  teach  me,  maid  compos'd, 

To  breathe  some  soften'd  strain. 

Whose  numben,  stealing  through  thy  darkling  vale, 
May  not  unseemly  with  its  stillness  suit, 

As,  musing  slow,  I  hail 

Thy  genial,  lov'd  return ! 

For  when  thy  folding  star  arising  shows 
His  paly  circlet,  at  his  warning  lamp 

The  fragrant  Hours  and  Elves 

Who  slept  in  flow'rs  the  day. 

And  many  a  nymph  who  vnreathes  her  brows  with  sedge 
And  sheds  the  freshening  dew,  and,  lovelier  still, 

The  pensive  Pleasures  sweet 

Prepare  thy  shadowy  car ; 
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Then  lead,  calm  Votnsfi,  where  aome  ahee^  lake 
Cheers  the  lone  heath,  or  some  tune-hallow'd  pile, 
Or  upland  fallows  gray- 
Reflect  its  last  cool  gleam. 

•  But  when  chill  blust'ring  winds,  or  driving  rain, 
Forbid  my  willing  feet,  be  mine  the  hut, 
That  from  the  mountain's  side 
Views  wilds  and  swelling  floods. 

And  hamlets  brown,  and  dim  discovered  spires. 
And  hears  their  simple  bell,  and  marks  o'er  all 

Thy  dewy  fingers  draw 

The  gradual  dusky  veil. 

While  Spring  shall  pour  his  show'rs,  as  oft  he  wont, 
And  bathe  thy  breathing  tresses,  meekest  Eve ! 

While  Summer  loves  to  sport 

Beneath  thy  lingering  light ; 

While  sallow  Autumn  fills  thy  lap  with  leaves; 
Or  winter  yelling  through  the  troublous  air, 

Affrights  thy  shrinking  train, 

And  rudely  rends  thy  robes; 

So  long,  sure-found  beneath  the  sylvan  shed. 

Shall  Fancy,  Friendship,  Science,  rose-lipp'd  Health, 

Thy  gentlest  influence  own, 

And  hymn  thy  favourite  name." 

Hammond,  whose  poems  are  bound  up  with  Collinses,  in  Eeil'3 
pocket  edition,  was  a  young  gentleman,  who  appears  to  have 
fallen  in  love  about  the  year  1740,  and  who  translated  Tiboilm 
into  English  verse,  to  let  his  mistress  and  the  public  know  of  it. 

I  should  conceive  that  Collins  had  a  much  greater  pceticaL 
genius  than  Gray:  he  had  more  of  that  fine  madness  wJiich  n 
inseparable  from  it,  of  its  turbid  effervescence,  of  all  that  pusiiOo 
it  to  the  verge  of  agony  or  rapture.  Gray's  Pindaric  Odes  are, 
I  believe,  generally  given  up  at  present :  they  are  stately  and 
pedantic,  a  kind  of  methodical  borrowed  phrensy.  But  I  can- 
not so  easily  give  up,  nor  will  the  world  be  in  any  haste  to  part 
with,  his  Elegy  in  a  Country  Church-yard :  it  is  one  of  the 
most  classical  productions  that  ever  was  penned  by^a  refined 
and  thoughtful  mind,  moralising  on  human  life.  Mr.  Coleridge 
(in  his  Literary  Life)  says  that  his  friend  Mr.  Wordsworth  had 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


LECTURE  VI.]       ON  SWIFT,  YOUNG,  GRAY,  ETC.  141 

undertaken  to  show  that  the  language  of  the  Elegy  is  unintelli- 
gible :  it  has,  however,  been  understood !  The  Ode  on  a  Dis- 
tant Prospect  of  Eton  College  is  more  mechanical  and  common- 
place ;  but  it  touches  on  certain  strings  about  the  heart,  that 
vibrate  in  unison  with  it  to  our  latest  breath.  No  one  ever 
passes  by  Windsor's  "  stately  heights,"  or  sees  the  distant  spires 
of  Eton  College  below,  without  thinking  of  Gray.  He  deserves 
that  we  should  think  of  him ;  for  he  thought  of  others,  and 
turned  a  trembling,  ever-watchful  ear  to  "  the  still  sad  music  of  . 
humanity." — His  letters  are  inimitably  fine.  If  his  poems  are 
sometimes  finical  and  pedantic,  his  prose  is  quite  free  from  affec- 
tation. He  pours  his  thoughts  out  upon  paper  as  they  arise  in 
his  mind ;  and  they  arise  in  his  mind  without  pretence,  or  con- 
straint, from  the  pure  impulse  of  learned  leisure  and  contempla- 
tive indolence.  He  is  not  here  on  stilts  or  in  buckram  ;  but 
smiles  in  his  easy  chair,  as  he  moralises  through  the  loopholes 
of  retreat,  on  the  bustle  and  raree-show  of  the  world,  or  on 
"those  reverend  bedlams,  colleges,  and  schools!" — He  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  read  and  to  think,  and  to  tell  his  friends 
what  he  read  and  thought.  His  life  was  a  luxurious  thoughtful 
dream.  "  Be  mine,"  he  says  in  one  of  his  Letters,  "  to  read 
eternal  new  romances  of  Marivaux  and  Crebillon."  And  in 
another,  to  show  his  contempt  for  action  and  the  turmoils  of  am- 
bition, he  says  to  some  one,  "  DonH  you  remember  Lords  — 

and ,  who  are  now  great  statesmen,  little  dirty  boys  playing 

at  cricket  ?  For  my  part,  I  do  not  feel  a  bit  wiser,  or  bigger, 
or  older  than  I  did  then."  What  an  equivalent  for  not  being 
wise  or  great,  to  be  always  young !  What  a  happiness  never 
to  lose  or  gain  anything'  in  the  game  of  human  life,  by  being 
never  anything  more  than  a  looker-on !  • 

How  different  from  Shenstone,  who  only  wanted  to  be  looked 
at :  who  withdrew  from  the  world  to  be  followed  by  the  crowd, 
and  courted  popularity  by  affecting  privacy !  His  Letters  show 
him  to^  have  lived  in  a  continual  fever  of  petty  vanity,  and  to 
have  been  a  finished  hterary  coquet.  He  seems  always  to  say, 
"  You  will  find  nothing  in  the  world  so  amiable  as  Nature  and 
me:  come,  and  admire  us."  His  poems  are  indifferent  and 
tasteless^  except  his  Pastoral  Ballad,  his  Lines  on  Jemmy  Daw- 
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8cm,  and  his  School-mistress,  which  last  is  a  perfect  piece  of 
writing. 

Akenside  had  in  him  the  materials  of  poetry,  but  he  was 
hardly  a  great  poet  He  improved  his  Pleasures  of  the  Imagi- 
nation in  the  subsequent  editions,  by  pruning  away  a  great 
many  redundances  of  style  and  ornament.  Armstrong  is  better, 
though  he  has  not  chosen  a  very  exhilarating  subject — The  Art 
of  Preserving  Health.  Churchill's  Satires  on  the  Scotch,  and 
Characters  of  the  Players,  are  as  good  as  the  subject  deserved : 
they  are  strong,  coarse,  and  full  of  an  air  of  hardened  assurance. 
I  ought  not  to  pass  over  without  mention  Qreen's  Poem  on  the 
Spleen,  or  Dyer's  Grongar  Hill. 

The  principal  name  of  the  period  we  are  now  come  to  is  that 
of  Goldsmith,  than  which  few  names  stand  higher  or  fairer  in 
the  annals  of  modem  literature.  One  should  have  his  own  pen 
to  describe  him  as  he  ought  to  be  described — amiable,  various, 
and  bland,  with  careless  inimitable  grace  touching  on  every  kind 
of  excellence— ^with  manners  unstudied,  but  a  gentle  heart — 
performing  miracles  of  skill  from  pure  happiness  of  nature,  and 
whose  greatest  fault  was  ignorance  of  his  own  worth.  As  a 
poet,  he  is  the  most  flowing  and  elegant  of  our  versifiers  since 
Pope,  with  traits  of  artless  nature  which  Pope  had  not,  and  with 
a  peculiar  felicity  in  his  turns  upon  words,  which  he  constantly 
repeated  with  delightful  effect :  such  as — 

" His  lot,  though  small. 

He  sees  that  little  lot,  the  lot  of  all.'' 
****** 
"  And  tum'd  and  look'd,  and  tum'd  to  look  again." 

As  a  novelist,  his  Vicar  of  Wakefield  has  charmed  all  Europe. 
What  reader  is  ^ere  in  the  civilised  world  who  is  not  the  bet- 
ter for  the  story  of  the  washes  which  the  worthy  Dr.  Primrose 
demolished  so  deliberately  with  the  poker — ^for  the  knowledge 
of  the  guinea  which  the  Miss  Primroses  kept  unchanged  in 
their  pockets-^the  adventure  of  the  picture  of  the  Vicar's  fam- 
ily, which  could  not  be  got  into  the  house*— and  that  of  the 
Flamborough  family,  all  painted  with  oranges  in  their  hands — 
or  for  the  story  of  the  case  of  shagreen  spectacles  and  the  coe- 
mogony? 
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As  a  comic  writer,  his  Tooy  Lumpkin  draws  forth  new  pow- 
ers from  Mr.  Liston's  face.  That  alone  is  praise  enough  for  it. 
Poor  Goldsmith !  how  happy  he  has  made  others !  how  unhappy 
he  was  in  himself!  He  never  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  his 
own  works  I  He  had  only  the  satisfaction  of  good-naturedly 
relieving  the  necessities  of  others,  and  the  consolation  of  being 
harassed  to  death  with  his  own!  He  is  the  most  amusing  and 
interesting  person/in  one  of  the  most  amusing  and  interesting 
books  in  the  world,  Boswell's  Life  of  Johnson.  His  peach- 
coloured  coat  shaU  always  bloom  in  BoswelPs  writings,  and  his 
fiune  survive  in  his  own ! — His  genius  was  a  mixture  of  origin- 
ality and  imitation :  he  could  do  nothing  without  some  model 
before  him,  and  he  could  copy  nothing  that  he  did  not  adorn 
with  the  graces  of  his  own  mind. — ^Almost  all  the  latter  part  of 
the  Vicar  of  Wakefield,  and  a  great  deal  of  the  former,  is  taken 
from  Joseph  Andrews ;  but  the  circumstances  I  have  mentioned 
above  are  not 

The  finest  things  he  has  lefl  behind  him  in  verse  are  his 
character  of  a  country  school-master,  and  that  prophetic  descrip- 
tion of  Burke  in  the  Retaliation.  His  moral  Essays,  in  the 
Citizen  of  the  World,  are  as  agreeable  chit-chat  as  can  be  con- 
veyed in  the  form*  of  didactic  discourses. 

Warton  was  a  poet  and  a  scholar,  studious  with  ease,  learned 
without  affectation.'  He  had  a  happiness  which  some  have  been 
prouder  of  than  he,  who  deserved  it  less — ^he  was  a  poet-laureat. 

"  And  that  green  wreath  which  decks  the  bard  when  dead, 
That  laurel  gailand,  crown'd  his  living  head." 

But  he  bore  his  honours  meekly,  and  performed  his  half-yearly 
task  regularly.  I  should  not  have  mentioned  him  for  this  dis- 
tinction alone  (the  highest  which  a  poet  can  receive  from  the 
state,)  but  for  another  circumstance ;  I  mean  his  being  the  author 
of  some  of  the  finest  sonnets  in  the  language — at  least  so  they  ap- 
pear to  me ;  and  as  this  species  of  composition  has  the  necessary  ' 
advantage  of  being  short  (though  it  is  sometimes  both  "  tedious 
and  brief,")  I  will  here  repeat  two  or  three  of  them,  as  treating 
pleasing  subjects  in  a  pleasing  and  philosophical  way. 
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Written  in  a  Hank  leaf  of  Diigdale*s  Mmastiean, 
**  Deem  not,  devoid  of  elegance,  the  sage. 
By  Fancy's  genuine  feelings  unbegiiil'd, 
Of  painful  pedantry  the  poring  child ; 
Who  turns  of  these  proud  domes  the  historic  page, 
Now  sunk  by  Time,  and  Henry's  fiercer  rage. 
Think'st  thou  the  warhling  Muses  never  smil'd 
On  his  lone  hours  1    Ingenuous  views  engage 
His  thoughts,  on  themes  unclassic  falscSy  styi'd, 
Intent    While  cloister'd  piety  displays 
Her  mouldering  roll,  the  piercing  eye  explores 
New  manners,  and  the  pomp  of  elder  days. 
Whence  culls  the  pensive  bard  his  pictur'd  stores. 
Not  rough  nor  barren  are  the  vnnding  ways 
Of  hoar  Antiquity,  but  strewn  with  flowers." 

Soni^et,     Written  at  Stonehenge. 
"  Thou  noblest  monument  of  Albion's  isle. 
Whether,  by  Merlin's  aid,  from  Scythia's  shore 
To  Amber's  fatal  plain  Pendragon  bore. 
Huge  frame  of  giant  hands,  the  mighty  pile, 
T'  entomb  his  Britons  slain  by  Hengist's  guile : 
Or  Druid  priests,  sprinkled  with  human  gore. 
Taught  'mid  thy  massy  maze  their  mystic  lore : 
Or  Danish  chiefs,  enrich'd  with  savage  spoil, 
To  victory's  idol  vast,  an  unhewn  shrine, 
Rear'd  the  rude  heap,  or  in  thy  hoUow'd  ground 
Repose  the  kings  of  Brutus'  genuine  line ; 
Or  here  those  kings  in  solemn  state  were  crown'd ; 
Studious  to  trace  thy  wondrous  origin. 
We  muse  on  many  an  ancient  tale  renown'd." 

Nothing  can  be  more  admirable  than  the  learning  here  display- 
ed, or  the  inference  from  it,  that  it  is  of  no  use  but  as  it  leads  to 
interesting  thought  and  reflection. 

That  written  after  seeing  Wilton  House  is  in  the  same  style, 
but  I  prefer  concluding  with  that  to  the  river  Lodon,  which  has 
a  jpersonal,  as  well  as  poetical,  interest  about  it 

"  Ah !  what  a  weary  race  my  feet  have  run, 
Since  first  I  trod  thy  banks  with  alders  crown'd, 
And  thought  my  way  was  al)  through  fairy  ground, 
Beneath  the  azure  sky  and  golden  sun : 
When  first  my  Muse  to  lisp  her  n^tea  begun ! 
While  pensive  memory  traces  back  the  round 
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WUcli  fills  the  yvned  interval  between ; 

Much  pleasure,  more  of  soiiow,  marks  the  scene 

Sweet  native  stream  I  those  skies  and  suns  so  pure 

No  more  return,  to  cheer  my  evening  road  1 

Yet  still  one  joy  remains,  that  not  obscure 

Ner  useless  all  my  vacant  days  have  ilow'd 

From  youth's  gay  dawn  to  manhood's  prime  matanv 

Nor  with  the  Muse's  laurel  unbestow'd." 

I  hare  thus  gone  through  all  the  names  of  this  period  I  could 
think  of,  but  I  find  there  are  others  still  waiting  behind  that  I 
had  never  thought  of  Here  is  a  list  of  some  of  them — Pattison, 
Tickell,  Hill,  Somerville,  Brown,  Pitt,  Wilkie,  Dodslejr,  Shaw; 
Smart,  Langhome,  Bruce,  Greame,  Glover,  Lovibond,  Penrose, 
Mickle,  Jago,  Scott,  Whitehead,  Jenyns,  Logan,  Cotton,  Cun- 
ningham, and  Blacklock.  I  think  it  will  be  best  to  let  them 
pass  and  say  nothing  about  them.  It  will  be  hard  to  persuade 
80  many  respectable  persons  that  they  are  dull  writers,  and  if 
we  give  them  any  praise,  they  will  send  others. 

But  here  comes  one  whose  claims  cannot  be  so  easily  set 
aside :  they  have  been  sanctioned  by  learning,  hailed  by  genius, 
and  hallowed  by  misfortune — I  mean  Chatterton.  Yet  I  must 
say  what  I  think  of  him,  and  that  is  not  what  is  generally 
thought.  I  pass  over  the  disputes  between  the  learned  antiqua- 
ries, Dr.  Mills,  Herbert  Croft,  and  t)r.  Knox,  whether  he  was 
to  be  placed  after  Shakspeare  and  Dryden,  or  to  come  after 
fihakspeare  alone.  A  living  poet  has  borne  a  better  testimony 
to  him — 

"  I  thought  df  Chatterton^  the  marvellous  boy, 
The  sleepless  soul  that  ^ridhed  in  his  pride; 
And  him*  who  walked  in  glory  and  in  joy 
Beside  his  plough  along  the  mountain  side." 

1  am  loth  to  put  asunder  whom  so  great  an  authority  has 
joined  together ;  but  I  cannot  find  in  Chatterton*s  works  any- 
thing so  extraordinary  as  the  age  at  which  they  were  written. 
They  have  a  facility,  vigour,  and  knowledge,  which  were  pro- 
digious in  a  boy  of  sixteen^  hut  which  would  not  have  been  so 

t  

•  Bums — ^These  lines  are  taken  from  the  introductioa  to  Mr.  Woid*- 
worih's  poem  of  the  Leech-oathereb. 
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in  a  man  of  twenty.  He  did  not  shew  extraordinary  powers  of 
genina,  bnt  extraordinary  precocity.  Nor  do  I  believe  he  would 
have  written  better  had  he  lived.  He  knew  this  himself  or  he 
would  have  lived.  Great  geniuses,  like  great  kings,  have  too 
much  to  think  of  to  kill  themselves ;  for  their  mind  to  them  also 
*<  a  kingdom  is."  With  an  unaccountable  power  coming  over 
him  at  an  unusual  age,  and  with  the  youthful  confidence  it  in- 
spired, he  performed  wonders,  and  was  willing  to  set  a  seal  on 
his  reputation  by  a  tragic  catastrophe.  He  had  done  his  best ; 
and,  like  another  Empedocles,  threw  himself  into  ^tna,  to  en- 
sure immortali^.    The  brazen  slippers  alo^e  remain  h- 
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LECTURE  VIL 

ON  BURNS,   AND  THE  bLD  ENGLISH  BALLAI>S. 

I  AM  sorry  that  what  I  said  in  the  conclusion  of  the  last  Lecture^ 
respecting  Chatterton,  should  have  given  dissatisfaction  to  some 
persons,  with  whom  I  would  willingly  agree  on  all  such  matters. 
What  I  meant  was  less  to  call  in  question  Chatterton's  genius 
than  to  object  to  the  common  mode  of  estimating  its  magnitude 
by  its  prematureness.  .  The  lists  of  fame  are  not  filled  with  the 
dates  of  births  or  deaths ;  and  the  side-mark  of  the  age  at  which 
they  were  done  wears  out  in  works  destined  for  immortality. 
Had  Chatterton  really  done  more,  we  should  have  thought  less 
of  him,  for  our  attention  would  then  have  been  fixed  on  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  works  themselves,  instead  of  the  singularity  of 
the  circumstances  in  which  they  are  produced.  But  because  he 
attained  to  the  full  powers  of  manhood  at  an  early  age,  I  do  not 
see  that  he  would  have  attained  to  more  than  those  powers,  had 
he  lived  to  be  a  man.  He  was  a  prodigy,  because  in  him  thie 
ordinary  march  of  nature  was  violently  precipitated ;  and  it  is 
therefore  inferred  that  he  would  have  continued  to  hold  on  his 
bourse,  "  unslacked  of  motion."  On  the  contrary,  who  knows 
but  he  might  have  lived  to  be  poet-laureat  ?  It  is  much  better 
to  let  him  remain  as  he  was.  Of  his  actual  productions,  any 
one  may  think  as  highly  as  he  pleases ;  I  would  only  guard 
against  adding  to  the  account  of  his  qtuinkim  fneruit  those  possi- 
ble productions  by  which  the  learned  rhapsodists  of  his  time 
raised  his  gigantic  pretensions  to  an  equality  with  those  of  Homer 
and  Shakspeare.  It  is  amusing  to  read  some  of  these  exagge- 
rated descriptions,  each  rising  above  the  other  in  extravagance. 
In  Anderson's  Life,  we  find  that  Mr  Warton  speaks  of  him 
^as  a  prodigy  of  genius,"  as  ''a  singular  instance  of  prematurity 
of  abilities :"  that  may  be  true  enough,  and  Warton  was  at  any 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


m  ON  BURNS,  AND  THE  OLD  BALLADS,  [lbctdu  to. 

rate  a  competent  judge ;  but  Mr.  Malone  "  believes  him  to  have 
been  the  greatest  genius  that  England  has  produced  since  the 
days  of  Shakspeare."  Dr.  Gregory  says,  "  he  must  rank,  as  a 
universal  genius,  above  Dryden,  and  perhaps  only  second  to 
Shakspeare."  Mr.  Herbert  Croft  is  still  more  unqualified  in  his 
praises ;  he  asserts  that  "'  no  such  beings  at  any  period  of  life,  has 
ever  been  known,  or  possibly  ever  will  be  known."  He  runs 
a  parallel  between  Chatterton  and  Milton ;  and  asserts  that  ''an 
army  of  Macedonian  and  Swedish  mad  butchers  fly  before  him," 
meaning,  I  suppose,  that  Alexander  the  Great  and  Charles  the 
Twelfth  were  nothing  to  him ;  "  nor,"  he  adds,  "  does  my  memo- 
ry supply  me  with  any  human  being,  who,  at  such  an  age,  with 
tK^h  advantages,  has  produced  such  compositions.  Under  the 
heathen  mythology,  superstition  and  admiration  would  have  ex- 
plained all,  by  bringing  Apollo  on  earth ;  nor  would  the  God 
ever  have  descended  with  more  credit  to  himself" — Chatterton's 
physiognomy  would  at  least  have  enabled  him  to  pass  incogniio. 
It  is  quite  diflerent  from  the  look  of  timid  wonder  and  delight 
with  which  Annibal  Caracci  has  painted  a  young  Apollo  listen- 
ing to  the  first  sounds  he  draws  from  a  Pan's  pipe,  under  the 
tutelage  of  the  old  Silenus !  If  Mr.  Croft  is  sublime  on  the  oc- 
casion, Dr.  Knox  is  no  less  pathetic.  "  The  testimony  of  Dr. 
Knox,"  says  Dr.  Anderson,  (essays,  p.  144,)  ''  does  equal  credit 
to  the  classical  taste  and  amiable  benevolence  of  the  writer,  and 
the  genius  and  reputation  of  Chatterton."  "  When  I  read,"  sa]^ 
the  Doctor,  <<  the  researches  of  those  learned  antiquaries  who 
have  endeavoured  to  prove  that  the  poems  attributed  to  Rowley 
were  really  written  by  him,  I  observe  many  ingenious  remarks 
in  confirmation  of  their  opinion,  which  it  would  be  tedious,  if 
BOt  difficult,  to  controvert" 

Now  this  is  so  far  from  the  mark  that  the  whole  controversy 
might  have  been  settled  by  any  one  but  the  learned  antiquaries 
themselves,  who  had  the  smallest  share  of  their  learning,  firom 
this  single  circumstance,  that  the  poems  read  as  smooth  as  any 
modem  poems,  if  you  read  them  as  modem  compositions ;  and 
that  you  cannot  read  them,  or  make  verse  of  them  at  all,  if  you 
p«)nounce  or  accent  the  words  as  they  were  spoken  at  the  time 
wb^n  the  poems  were  pretended  to  hare  been  wnttea    Ths 
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whole  secret  of  the  imposture,  which  nothing  but  a  deal  of 
learned  dust,  raised  by  collecting  and  removing  a  great  deal  of 
learned  rubbish,  could  have  prevented  our  laborious  critics  from 
seeing  through,  lies  on  the  face  of  it  (to  say  nothing  of  the  bur- 
lesque air  which  is  scarcely  disguised  throughout)  in  the  repe- 
tition of  a  few  obsolete  words,  and  in  the  mis-spelling  of  com- 
mon ones. 

"  No  sooner,"  proceeds  the  Doctor,  "  do  I  turn  to  the  poems, 
than  the  labour  of  the  antiquaries  appears  only  waste  of  time  ; 
and  I  am  involuntarily  forced  to  join  in  placing  that  laurel, 
which  he  seems  so  well  to  have  deserved,  on  the  brow  of  Chat- 
terton.  The  poems  bear  so  many  marks  of  superior  genius 
that  they  have  deservedly  excited  the  general  attention  of  polite 
scholars,  and  are  considered  as  the  most  remarkable  productions 
in  modern  poetry.  We  have  many  instances  of  poetical  emi- 
nence at  an  early  age ;  but  neither  Cowley,  Milton,  nor  Pope, 
ever  produced  any  thing  while  they  were  boys,  which  can  jiast- 
ly  be  compared  to  the  poems  of  Chatterton.  The  learned  anti- 
quaries do  not  indeed  dispute  their  excellence.  They  extol  it  in 
the  highest  terms  of  applause.  They  raise  their  favourite 
Rowley  to  a  rivalry  with  Homer :  but  they  make  the  very  mer- 
its of  the  w6rks  an  argument  against  their  real  author.  *  Is  it 
possible,*  say  they,  *  that  a  boy  should  produce  compositions  so 
beautiful  and  masterly  V  That  a  common  boy  should  produce 
them  is  not  possible,"  rejoins  the  Doctor ;  "  but  that  they  should 
be  produced  by  a  boy  of  an  extraordinary  genius,  such  as  was 
that  of  Homer  or  Shakspeare,  though  a  prodigy,  is  such  a  one 
as  by  no  means  exceeds  the  bounds  of  rational  credibility." 

Now  it  does  not  appear  that  Shakspeare  or  Homer  were  such 
early  prodigies ;  so  that  by  this  reasoning  he  must  take  prece- 
dence of  them  too,  as  well  as  of  Milton,  Cowley,  and  Pope. 
The  reverend  and  classical  writer  then  breaks  out  into  the 
following  melancholy  raptures : — 

"Unfortunate  boy!  short  and  evil  were  thy  days,  but  thy 
fame  shall  be  immortal.  Hadst  thou  been  known  to  the  mu- 
nificent patrons  of  genius 

"  Unfortunate  boy !  poorly  wast  thou  accommodated  during 
thy  short  sojourning  here  among  us ; — ^rudely  wast  thou  treat- 
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ed-HK>rely  did  thy  feelings  suffer  from  the  scorn  of  the  unwor- 
thy ;  and  there  at  last  those  who  wish  to  rob  thee  of  thy  only 
meed,  thy  posthumous  glory.  Severe  too  are  the  censures  of 
thy  morals.  In  the  gloomy  moments  of  despondency,  I  fear 
thou  hast  uttered  impious  and  blasphemous  thoughts.  But  let 
thy  more  rigid  censors  reflect  that  thou  wast  literally  and  strict- 
ly but  a  boy.  Let  many  of  thy  bitterest  enemies  reflect  what 
were  their  own  religious  principles,  and  whether  they  had  any, 
at  the  age  of  fourteen,  fifteen,  and  sixteen.  Surely  it  is  a  severe 
and  an  unjust  surmise  that  thou  wouldst  probably  have  ended 
thy  life  as  a  victim  to  the  laws,  if  thou  hadst  not  ended  it  as 
thou  didst" 

Enough,  enough,  of  the  learned  antiquaries,  and  of  the 
classical  and  benevolent  testimony  of  Dr.  Knox.  Chatterton 
was,  indeed,  badly  enough  off;  but  he  was  at  least  saved  from 
the  pain  and  shame  of  reading  this  woful  lamentation  over  fallen 
genius,  which  circulates,  splendidly  bound,  in  the  fourteenth 
edition,  while  he  is  a  prey  to  worms.  As  to  those  who  are  re- 
ally capable  of  admiring  Chatterton's  genius,  or  of  feeling  an 
interest  in  his  fate,  I  would  only  say  that  I  never  heard  any  one 
speak  of  any  one  of  his  works  as  if  it  were  an  old  well- 
known  &vourite,  and  had  become  a  faith  and  a  religion  in  his 
mind.  It  is  his  name,  his  youth,  and  what  he  might  have  lived 
to  have  done,  that  excite  our  wonder  and  admiration.  He  has 
the  same  sort  of  posthumous  fame  that  an  actor  of  the  last  age 
has — an  abstracted  reputation  which  is  independent  of  any 
diing  we  know  of  his  works.  The  admirers  of  Collins  never 
think  of  him  without  recalling  to  their  minds  his  Ode  on  the 
Evening,  or  on  the  Poetical  Character.  Gray^s  Elegy,  and  his 
popularity,  are  identified  together,  and  inseparable  even  in 
imagination.  It  is  the  same  with  respect  to  Burns :  when  you 
speak  of  him  as  a  poet,  you  mean  his  works,  his  Tam  o'  Shan- 
ter,  or  his  Cotter^s  Saturday  Night.  But  the  enthusiasts  for 
Chatterton,  if  you  ask  for  the  proofs  of  his  extraordinary  genius, 
are  obliged  to  turn  to  the  volume,  and  perhaps  find  there  what 
they  seek ;  but  it  is  not  in  their  minds ;  and  it  is  of  thai  1 
spoke. 

The  MinstrePs  song  in  ^Ua  is,  I  think,  the  best. 
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"  O !  wynge  Qntoe  my  roundelaie 
O !  droppe  the  biynie  teare  wythe  mee, 
Daux^ce  ne  moe  atte  halUe  dale, 
Lycke  a  rennynge  ry ver  bee. 

JAie  love  ys  dedde, 

Gonne  to  h3r8  deathe-bedde, 

Al  under  the  wyllowe-tree/ 

Black  hys  cryne  as  the  wyntere  nyght, 
Whyte  hys  rode  as  the  Bommer  snowe, 
•  Rodde  hys  face  as  the  moniynge  lyghte, 
Gale  he  lyes  ynne  the  grave  belowe. 

Mie  love  ys  dedde, 

Gronne  to  hys  deathe-bedde, 

Al  under  the  vryllowe-tree. 

Swote  hys  tongue  as  the  throstles  note, 
duycke  ynne  daunce  as  thought  cann  bee, 
Defle  his  taboure,  codgelle  stote, 
O !  hee  lys  bie  the  wyllowe-tree. 

Mie  love  ys  dedde, 

Gonne  to  hys  deathe-bedde, 

Al  under  the  wyllowe-tree. 

Hark !  the  ravenne  flappes  hys  wynge, 
In  the  briered  dell  belowe ; 
ELarke !  the  dethe-owle  loude  dothe  synge, 
To  the  nyghte-mares  as  theie  goe. 

Mie  love  ys  dedde, 

Gronne  to  hys  deathe-bedde, 

Al  under  the  wyllowe-tree. 

S^ !  the  whyte  moone  sheenes  onne  hie; 
Why  terre  ys  mie  true  loves  shroude ; 
Whyterre  yanne  the  mornynge  skie, 
Whyterre  yanne  the  evenynge  cloude. 

Mie  love  ys  dedde, 

Gonne  to  hys  deathe-bedde, 

Al  under  the  wyllowe-tree. 

&eere,  upon  mie  true  loves  grave, 
Schalle  the  baren  fleurs  be  layde^ 
Ne  one  hallie  seyncte  to  save 
Al  the  celness  of  a  mayde. 

Mie  love  ys  deddee, 

GK)nne  to  his  deathe-bedde, 

Al  under  the  wyllowe^ree. 
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Wythe  mie  lioodw  I'll  dent  tbe  luierai 
Rpiioiie  hys  balMe  ooim  to  gre, 
Ouphante  fkiries,  lyghte  your  fyres, 
Heere  my  boddie  sdlle  echaile  bee. 

Mie  love  ys  dedde, 

Gonae  to  hys  deathe-bedde, 

Al  under  the  wyllowe-tiee. 

Comme,  wythe  acome-coppe  and  thome, 
Drayne  my  har^s  bUxIde  awaie; 
Lyfe  and  all  yttes  goode  I  aoorne, 
Daunoe  bie  nete,  or  feaeto  by  daie. 

Mie  love  ya  dedde, 

Gk>nne  to  his  deathe-bedde, 

Al  under  the  wyilowe4ree. 

Water  wytchea,  ciownede  wythe  reytee, 
Bere  mee  to  yer  leathalle  tyde. 
I  die;  I  coinme;  mie  true  love  waytee. 
Thos  thp  damselle  spake,  and  dyed." 

To  proceed  to  the  more  immediate  subject  of  the  present  Lec- 
ture, the  character  and  writings  of  Bums. — Skakspeare  says  of 
some  one,  that  "  he  was  like  a  man  made  afier  supper  of  a 
cheese-paring."  Bums,  the  poet,  was  not  such  a  man.  He  had 
a  strong  mind,  and  a  strong  body,  the  fellow  to  it  He  had  a 
real  heart  of  flesh  and  blood  beating  in  his  bosom — ^you  can  al? 
most  hear  it  thro^.  Some  one  said,  that  if  you  had  shaken 
hands  with  him,  his  hand  would  have  burnt  yours.  The  gods, 
indeed,  ^<  made  him  poetical ;"  but  nature  had  a  hand  in  him 
first  His  heart  was  in  the  right  place.  He  did  not  "  create  a 
BQul  under  the  ribs  of  death,"  by  tinkling  siren  sounds,  or  by 
piling  up  centos  of  poetic  diction  ]  but  for  the  artificial  fiowers  of 
poetry,  he  plucked  the  mountain-daisy  under  his  feet ;  and  a 
field-mouse,  hurrying  from  its  ruined  dwelling,  could  inspire 
him  with  the  sentiments  of  terror  and  pity.  He  held  the  plough 
or  the  pen  with  the  same  firm,  manly  grasp ;  nor  did  he  cut  out 
poetry  as  we  cut  out  watch-papers,  with  finical  dexterity,  nor 
from  the  same  flimsy  materials.  Bums  was  not  like  Shak- 
speare  in  the  range  of  his  genius ;  but  there  is  something  of  the 
same  magnanimity,  directness,  and  unafiected  character  about 
him.    He  was  not  a  sickly  sentimentalist,  a  namby-pamby  poet, 
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a  mincing  metre  bailadrmonger,  any  more  than  Shakspeore. 
He  would  as  soon  hear  *'  a  brazen  candlestick  tuned,  oar  a  dry 
wheel  gfrate  on  the  axletree."  He  was  as  much  of  a  man — ^not 
a  twentieth  part  as  much  of  a  poet — as  Shakspeare.  Widi  but 
little  of  his  imagination  or  inventive  power,  he  had  the  same  life 
of  mind :  within  the  narrow  circle  of  personal  feeling  or  domes- 
tic incidents,  the  pulse  of  his  poetry  flows  as  healthily  and 
vigorously.  He  had  an  eye  to  see ;  a  heart  to  feel : — ^no  more. 
His  pictures  of  good  fellowship,  of  social  glee,  of  quaint  humour, 
are  equal  to  anything ;  they  come  up  to  nature,  and  they  cannot 
go  beyond.  The  sly  jest  collected  in  his  laughing  eye  at  the 
sight  of  the  grotesque  and  ludicrous  in  manners — the  large  tear 
rolled  down  his  manly  cheek  at  the  sight  of  another's  distress. 
He  has  made  us  as  well  acquainted  with  himself  as  it  is  possible 
to  be ;  has  let  out  the  honest  impulses  of  his  native  di^sition, 
the  unequal  conflict  of  the  passions  in  his  breast,  with  the  same 
'frankness  and  truth  of  description.  His  strength  is  not  greater 
than  his  weakness:  his  virtues  were  greater  than  his  vices. 
His  virtues  belonged  to  his  genius :  his  vices  to  his  situation, 
which  did  not  correspond  to  his  genius. 

It  has  been  usual  to  attack  Bums's  moral  character,  and  the 
moral  tendency  of  his  writings  at  the  same  time ;  and  Mr.  Words- 
worth, in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Gray,  Master  of  the  High  School  at 
Edinburgh,  in  attempting  to  defend,  has  only  laid  him  open  to 
a  more  serious  and  unheard-of  responsibility.  Mr.  Gray  might 
very  well  have  sent  him  back,  in  return  for  his  epistle,  the  an- 
swer of  Holofernes  in  Love's  Labour  Lost : — ••  Via  goodman 
Dull,  thou  hast  spoken  no  word  all  this  while."  The  author  of 
this  performance,  which  is  as  weak  in  efTect  as  it  is  pompous  in 
pretension,  shows  a  great  dislike  of  Robespierre,  Buonaparte, 
and  of  Mr.  Jeffrey,  whom  he,  by  some  unaccountable  fatality, 
classes  together  as  the  three  most  formidable  enemies  of  the 
human  race  that  have  appeared  in  his  (Mr.  Wordsworth's)  re- 
membrance ;  but  he  betrays  very  little  liking  to  Bums.  He  is, 
indeed,  anxious  to  get  him  out  of  the  unhallowed  clutches  of  the 
Edinburgh  Reviewers  (as  a  mere  matter  of  poetical  privilege,) 
only  to  bring  him  before  a  graver  and  higher  tribunal,  which 
18  his  own^   and,  after  repeating  and  insinuating  ponderous 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ft 
154  ON  BURNS,  AND  THE  OU)  BALLADS,  [lbctorb  tii.  t 

eharges  against  him,  shakes  his  head,  and  declines  giving  any 
opinion  in  so  tremendous  a  case ;  so  that,  though  the  judgment 
of  the  fonner  critic  is  set  aside,  poor  Bums  remains  just  where 
he  was,  and  nobody  gains  anything  by  the  cause  but  Mr.  Words- 
worth, in  an  increasing  opinion  of  his  own  wisdom  and  purity. 
**'  Out  upon  this  half-&ced  fellowship  I"  The  author  of  the  Lyrical 
Ballads  has  thus  missed  a  fine  opportunity  of  doing  Bums  jus- 
tice and  himself  honour.  He  might  have  shown  himself  a  philo- 
sophical pro8e*writer,  as  well  as  a  philosophical  poet  He  might 
have  offered  as  amiable  and  as  gallant  a  defence  of  the  Muses 
as  my  uncle  Toby,  in  the  honest  simplicity  of  his  heart,  did  of 
the  army.  He  might  have  said  at  once,  instead  of  making  a 
parcel  of  wry  faces  over  the  matter,  that  Bums  had  written  Tarn 
o'  Shanter,  and  that  that  alone  was  enough ;  that  he  could  hard- 
ly have  described  the  excesses  of  mad,  hairbrained,  roaring 
mirth,  and  conyivial  indulgence,  which  are  the  soul  of  it,  if  he 
himself  had  not  '<  drunk  full  ofter  of  the  tun  than  of  the  well"— ^ 
unless  ^  the  act  and  practique  part  of  life  had  been  the  mistress 
of  his  theorique."  Mr.  Wordsworth  might  hove  quoted  such 
lines  as — 

''  The  landlady  and  Tarn  gr^  gracious, 
Wi'  favoun,  secreti  sweet,  and  precious ;" — 

or, 

"  Caie,  mad  to  see  a  man  so  happy, 
E'en  drowned  himself  amang  the  ni[|>py ;" — 

and  fairly  confessed  that  he  could  not  have  written  such  lines 
from  a  want  of  proper  habits  and  previous  sympathy ;  and  that, 
tiU  some  great  puritanical  genius  should  arise  to  do  these  things 
equally  well  without  any  knowledge  of  them,  the  world  might 
forgive  Burns  the  injuries  he  had  done  his  health  and  fortune  in 
his  poetical  apprenticeship  to  experience,  for  the  pleasure  he 
had  afforded  them.  Instead  of  this,  Mr.  Wordsworth  hints  that, 
with  different  personal  habits  and  greater  strength  of  mind, 
Bums  would  have  written  differently,  and  almost  as  well  as  ht 
does.     He  might  have  taken  that  line  of  Gray's, 

"  Ilie  fly  that  sips  treacle  is  lost  in  the  sweeti/'^ 
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and  applied  it  in  all  its  force  and  pathos  to  the  poetical  charac- 
ter. He  might  have  argued  that  poets  are  men  of  genius,  and 
that  a  man  of  genius  is  not  a  machine ;  that  they  live  in  a  state 
6f  intellectual  intoxication,  and  that  it  is  too  much  to  expect  them 
to  be  distinguished  by  peculiar  safig  froid,  circumspection,  and 
sobriety.  Poets  are  by  nature  men  of  stronger  imagination  and 
keener  sensibilities  than  others ;  and  it  is  a  contradiction  to  sup- 
pose them  at  the  same  time  governed  only  by  the  cool,  dry,  cal- 
culating dictates  of  reason  and  foresight  Mr.  Wordsworth  might 
have  ascertained  the  boundaries  that  part  the  provinces  of  reason 
and  imagination : — ^that  it  is  the  business  of  the  understanding 
to  exhibit  things  in  their  relative  proportions  and  ultimate  con- 
sequences— of  the  imagination  to  insist  on  their  immediate  im- 
pressionS)  and  to  indulge  their  strongest  impulses ;  but  it  is  the 
poet's  office  to  pamper  the  imagination  of  his  readers  and  his 
own  with  the  extremes  of  present  ecstasy  or  agony,  to  snatch  the 
swift-winged  golden  minutes,  the  torturing  hour,  and  to  banish 
the  dull,  prosaic,  monotonous  realities  of  life,  both  from  his 
thoughts  and  from  his  practice.  Mr.  Wordsworth  might  have 
shown  how  it  is  that  all  men  of  genius,  or  of  originality  and  in- 
dependence of  mind,  are  liable  to  practical  errors,  from  the  very 
confidence  their  superiority  inspires,  which  makes  them  fly  in 
the  face  of  custom  and  prejudice,  always  rashly,  sometimes  un- 
justly ;  for,  after  all,  custom  and  prejudice  are  not  without  foun- 
dation in  truth  and  reason,  and  no  one  individual  is  a  match  for 
the  world  in  power,  very  few  in  knowledge.  The  world  may 
altogether  be  set  down  as  older  and  wiser  than  any  single  per- 
son in  it. 

Again,  our  philosophical  letter-writer  might  have  enlarged  on 
the  temptations  to  which  Bums  was  exposed  from  his  struggles 
with  fortune  and  the  uncertainty  of  his  fate.  He  might  have 
shown  how  a  poet,  not  born  to  virealth  or  title,  was  kqpt  in  a 
constant  state  of  feverish  anxiety  with  respect  to  his  fame  and 
the  means  of  a  precarious  livelihood :  that,  <'  from  being  chilled 
with  poverty,  steeped  in  contempt,  he  had  passed  into  the  sun- 
diine  of  fortune,  and  was  Med  to  the  very  pinnacle  of  public 
fiivour;"  yet  even  there  could  not  count  on  the  continuance  of 
success,  but  was,  ^  like  the  giddy  sailor  on  the  mast,  ready  with 
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every  blast  to  topple  down  into  the  fatal  bowels  of  the  deep  P 
He  might  have  traced  his  habit  of  ale-house  tippling  to  the  last 
long  precious  draught  of  his  fiivourite  usquebaugh,  which  he 
took  in  the  project  of  bidding  &reweli  forever  to  his  native 
land ;  and  his  conjugal  infidelities  to  his  first  disappointment  in 
love,  wliich  would  not  have  happened  to  him  if  he  had  been 
bom  to  a  small  estate  in  land,  or  bred  up  behind  a  counter  1 

Lastly,  Mr.  Wordswc^th  might  have  shown  the  incompati- 
bility between  the  Muses  and  the  Excise,  which  never  agreed 
well  together,  or  met  in  one  seat,  till  they  were  unaccountably 
reconciled  on  Rydal  Mount  He  must  know  (no  man  better). 
the  distraction  created  by  the  opposite  calls  of  business  and  of 
fiincy,  the  torment  of  extents,  the  plague  of  receipts  laid  in  order 
or  mislaid,  the  disagreeableness  of  exacting^  penalties  or  paying 
the  forfeiture ;  and  how  all  this  (together  with  the  broaching 
of  casks  and  the  splashing  of  beer-barrels)  must  have  preyed 
upon  a  mind  like  Burns's,  with  more  than  his  natural  sensibility 
and  none  of  his  acquired  firmness. 

Mr.  Coleridge,  alluding  to  this  circumstance  of  the  promotkn 
of  the  Scottish  Bard  to  be  ^^  a  ganger  of  ale^firkins,"  in  a  poeti<' 
cal  epistle  to  his  friend  Charles  Lamb,  calls  upon  hinx,  in  a 
burst  of  heart-felt  indignation,  to  gather  a  wreath  of  henbane^ 
nettles,  and  nightshade, 


-  To  twine 


The  illustrious  brow  of  Scotch  nobility." 

If,  indeed,  Mr.  Lamb  had  undertaken  to  write  a  letter  in  de&ooe 
of  Bums,  how  different  would  it  have  been  from  this  o^'  Mr. 
Wordsworth's !  How  much  better  than  I  can  even  imagme  it 
to  have  been  done  I 

It  is  hardly  reasonable  to  look  for  a  hearty  or  genuine  defence 
of  Bums  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Wordsworth ;  for  there  is  no  com- 
mon link  of  sympathy  between  them.  Nothing  can  be  more 
different  or  hostile  than  the  spirit  of  their  poetry.  Mr.  Words- 
worth's poetry  is  the  poetry  of  mere  sentiment  and  pensive  c<»i- 
templation :  Bums's  is  a  very  highly  sublimated  essence  of 
animal  existence.  With  Burns,  "  self-love  and  social  are  the 
same"— 
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"  And  we'll  Uk  a  cup  of  kindDOMi  yet, 
For  uild  lang  syne." 

Mr.  Wordsworth  is  "  himself  alone,"  a  recluse  philosopher,  or  a 
relttctant  spectator  of  the  scenes  of  manyKM)loared  life ;  moralis- 
ing on  them,  not  describing,  not  entering  into  them.  Robert 
Burns  has  exerted  all  the  vigour  of  his  mind,  all  the  happiness 
of  his  nature,  in  exalting  tlie  pleasures  of  wine,  of  love,  and 
good  fellowship :  but  in  Mr.  Wordsworth  there  is  a  total  dis- 
union and  divorce  of  the  faculties  of  the  mind  from  those  of  the 
body :  the  banns  are  forbid,  or  a  separation  is  austerely  pro- 
nounced from  bed  and  board — a  mensd  et  thoro.  From  the 
Lyrical  BaUads,  it  does  not  appear  that  men  eat  or  drink,  marry 
or  are  given  in  marriage.  If  we  lived  by  every  sentiment  that 
proceeded  out  of  mouths,  and  not  by  bread  or  wine,  or  if  the 
species  were  continued  like  trees  (to  borrow  an  expression  from 
the  great  Sir  Thomas  Brown,)  Mr.  Wordsworth's  poetry  would 
be  just  as  good  as  ever.  It  is  noit  so  with  Burns :  he  is  ^'  famous 
for  the  keeping  it  up,"  and  in  his  verse  is  ever  fresh  and  gay. 
For  this,  it  seems,  he  has  fallen  under  the  displeasure  of  the 
Edinburgh  Reviewers,  and  the  still  more  formidable  patronage 
of  Mr.  Wordsworth's  pen. 

"  ThiB,  this  was  the  unkindest  cut  of  all." 

I  was  going  to  give  some  extracts  out  of  this  composition  in 
support  of  what  I  have  said,  but  I  find  them  too  tedious.  In- 
deed (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  speak  my  whole  mind,  under  cor- 
rection) Mr.  Wordsworth  could  not  be  in  any  way  expected  to 
tolflrate  or  give  a  favourable  interpretation  to  Burns's  constitu- 
tional foibles— even  his  best  virtues  are  not  good  enough  for 
him.  He  is  repelled  and  driven  back  into  himself,  not  less  by 
the  worth  thati  by  the  faults  of  others.  His  taste  is  as  exclusive 
and  repugnant  as  his  genius.  It  is  because  so  few  things  give  . 
him  pleasure  that  he  gives  pleasure  to  so  few  people.  It  is  not 
every  one  who  can  perceive  the  sublimity  of  a  daisy,  or  the  pa- 
thos to  be  extracted  from  a  withered  thorn  1 

To  proceed  from  Bums's  patrons  to  his  poetry,  than  which  no 
two  things  can  be  more  different.  His  "  Twa  Pogs"  is  a  very 
spirited  piece  of  description,  both  as  k  respects  the  animal  and 
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human  creation,  and  conveys  a  very  vivid  idea  of  the  manners 
hoth  of  high  and  low  life.     The  burlesque  panegyric  of  the  first 

"  Hii  locked,  lettered,  bnw  bnm  oolkr 
Showed  him  the  gentleman  and  acholar,"— - 

reminds  one  of  Launce's  account  of  his  dog  Crabbe,  where  he 
is  said,  a^  an  instance  of  his  being  in  the  way  of  promotion,  "  to 
|iaye  got  among  three  or  four  gentlemaurlike  dogs  under  the 
Duke's  table."  The  "  Halloween"  is  the  most  striking  and 
picturesque  description  of  local  customs  and  scenery.  The 
Brigs  of  Ayr,  the  Address  to  a  Haggis,  Scotch  Drink,  an4  innu* 
merable  others,  are,  however,  full  of  the  same  kind  of  charac- 
teristic and  comic  painting.  But  his  masterpiece  in  this  way  is 
his  Tnm  o'  Shanter.  I  shall  give  the  beginning  of  it,  but  I  am 
afraid  I  shall  hardly  know  when  to  leave  off 

"  When  chapman  hillies  leave  the  street, 
And  dnmthjr  neeboars  neeboum  nu^et, 
As  markjBtndays  aie  wearing  late, 
.  And  folk  begin  to  tak'  the  gate ; 
While  we  sit  bousing  at  the  nappy, 
And  getting  fou  and  unco  happy. 
We  think  na  on  the  lang  Scpts  miles, 
The  mosses,  waters,  slaps,  and  styles. 
That  lie  between  us  and  our  hame, 
Where  sits  our  sulky,  sullen  dame, 
Gathering  her  brows  like  gathering  storm, 
Nursing  her  wrath  to  keep  it  warm. 

This  truth  fand  honest  Tam  &  Shanter, 
As  he  frae  Ayr  ae  night  did  canter ; 
(Auld  Ayr,  whua  ne'er  a  town  surpasses 
For  honegt  men  and  bonny  lasses.) 
^  O  Tarn  I  ^adst  thou  bpt  been  sae  wise, 

As  ta'en  thy  ain  wife  Kate's  advice ! 
She  tauld  thee  wed  thou  was  a  skellum, 
A  bi^ering,  blustering,  drunken  blellum  | 
That  irae  November  till  October 
Ae  market-day  thou  was  n^  sober ; 
That  ilka  melder,  wi'  the  miller. 
Thou  sat  as  lang  as  thou  had  siller  ^ 
That  ev'iy  naig  was  ca'd  a  shoe  on. 
The  smith  and  thee  gat  zoaiing  fini  on  s 
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That  at  the  Lord's  house,  ev'n  on  Sunday, 
Thou  drank  wi'  Kirton  Jean  till  Monday — 
She  propbesy'd,  that,  late  or  soon, 
Thou  wad  be  found  deep  drown'd  ui  Doon ; 
Or  catcht  wi'  warlocks  in  the  mirk. 
By  Alloway's  auld  haunted  kirk. 

Ah,  gentle  dames !  it  gara  me  greet, 
To  think  how  mony  counsels  sweet, 
How  mony  lengthen'd,  sage  advices, 
The  husband  frae  the  wife  despises ! 

But  to  our  tale :  Ae  market  night. 
Tarn  had  got  planted  unco  right 
Fast  by  an  ingle,  bleezing  finely, 
Wi'  reaming  swats,  that  drank  divinely; 
And  at  his  elbow,  Souter  Johnny, 
His  ancient,  trusty,  drouthy  crony ; 
Tam  16'ed  him  like  a  vera  brither ; 
They  had  been  fou  for  we^s  tfaegither. 
The  night  drave  on  wi'  sangs  and  clatter, 
And  aye  the  ale  was  growing  better : 
The  landlady  and  Tam  grew  gracious 
Wi*  favours  secret,  sweet,  and  precious : 
The  Souter  tauld  his  queerest  stories ; 
The  landlord's  laugh  was  ready  chorus  ; 
The  storm  without  might  rair  and  rustle, 
Tam  did  na  mind  the  storm  a  whistle. 

Care,  mad  to  see  a  man  sae  happy, 
E'en  drown'd  himsel  amang  the  nappy ; 
As  bees  flee  hame  wi'  lades  o'  treasure,         n 
The  minutes  wing'd  their  way  vn'  pleasure : 
Kings  may  be  blest,  but  Tam  was  glorious. 
O'er  a'  the  ills  of  life  viet(»ious  I  ^ 

But  pleasures  are  like  poppies  spread, 
You  seize  the  flow'r— its  bloom  is  shed ; 
Or  like  the  snow,  falls  in  the  river, 
A  moment  white — then  melts  forever ; 
Or  Kke  the  Borealis  race, 
That  flit  ere  you  can  point  their  place; 
Or  like  tiie  ndnbovr's  lovely  form. 
Evanishing  amid  the  storm. — 
Nae  man  can  tetber  time  or  tide. 
The  hour  approaches,  Tam  maun  ride; 
That  hour  o'  night's  black  arch  the  key-ftao^ 
That  dreaiy  hour  he  mounts  his  beast  in, 
And  sic  a  night  he  taks  the  road  in. 
As  ne'er  poor  sinner  was  abroad  in. 
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Tke  wind  blew  as  'twad  blawn  ita  lai*; 

Tba  rattling  shcnren  nwe  on  the  biMt, 

The  speedy,  glemns  the  da^neai  awaUow'd, 

Loud,  deefi,  and  lang,  the  thunder  beUow'd : 

That  night  a  ehild  might  undentand 

The  Deil  had  biurineia  on  his  hand. 
Weel  BMHinted  on  his  gny  mare,  Meg, 

A  better  never  tifted  leg, 

Tarn  skelpk  on  thio'  dub  and  mire, 

Deepifidng  wind,  and  rain,  and  fire  -, 

Whiles  hanlding  fast  his  gude  bine  bonnet; 

Whiles  crooning  o'er  some  anld  Soota  aonnet; 

Whiles  glowring  round  wf  prudent  cares, 

Lest  bogles  catch  Urn  unawares ; 

Klrk-AUoway  was  drawing  nigh, 

Whare  ghaista  and  houlets  nightly  cry — 
By  this  time  Tam  wae  cross  the  ford, 

Whare  in  the  snaw,  the  chapman  smoor'd ; 

And  past  the  biriu  and  meikle  stane, 

Whare  drunken  Charlie  brak's  neck-bane ; 

And  thro'  the  whins,  and  by  the  caim, 

Whare  hunters  fand  the  murder'd  baim ; 

And  near  the  thorn,  aboon  the  well, 

Whare  Mungo's  mither  hang'd  herBel.~« 

Before  him  Doon  pours  all  hia  floods; 

The  doubling  storm  roars  thro' the  woods; 

The  lightnings  flash  from  pole  to  pole ; 

Near  and  more  near  the  thunders  roll : 

Whan,  glimmering  thro'  the  groaning  trees, 

Kirk-AUoway  seem'd  in  a  bleeze ; 

Thro'  ilka  bore  the  beams  were  glancing; 
I  And  loud  resounded  mirth  and  dancing. 

Inspiring  bold  John  Barleycorn ! 

What  dangers  thou  canst  make  tis  scorn  I 

Wi'  Tippenny,  we  fear  nae  evilj 
I  Wi'  Usqueba,  we'll  face  the  devil ! 

I  The  swats  sae  ream'cl  in  Tammie's  nbddl^ 

Fair  play,  he  car'd  na  de'ils  a  boddle. 

But  Maggie  stood  right  sair  astonish'd, 

Till,  by  the  hee  and  hand  admbnish'd. 

She  ventur'd  forward  on  the  light 

And,  wow !   Tam  saw  an  uncb  sight! 

Warlocks  and  vdtches  in  a  dance, 

Nae  li^  cdliliion  new  frae  Fhtnce, 

But  hornpipes,  jigs,  strathspeys,  andrwH 

Put  life  and  mettkin  ^tk  b«ehi. 
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As  winnock-bunker,  in  the  east, 
There  sat  auld  Nick,  in  shape  o'  beast ; 
A  tonzie  tyke,  black,  grim,  and  large, 
To  gie  them  music  was  his  charge ; 
He  screw'd  the  pipes,  and  gart  them  skirl, 

Till  roof  and  rafters  a'  did  dirl 

Coffins  stood  round  like  open  presses. 

That  shaw'd  the  dead  in  their  last  dresses ; 

And,  by  some  devilish  cantrip  slight. 

Each  in  its  cauld  hand  held  a  light — 

By  which  heroic  Tam  was  able 

To  note  upon  the  haly  table 

A  murderer's  banes  in  gibbet-aims ; 

Twa  span-lang,  wee,  unchristen'd  bairns ; 

A  thief,  new  cutted  frae  a  rape,  «  • 

WV.  his  last  gasp  his  gab  did  gape ; 

Five  tomahawks,  wi'  bluid  red  rusted ; 

Five  scimitars,  wi*  murder  crusted ; 

A  garter,  which  a  babe  had  strangled ; 

A  knife,  a  father's  throat  had  mangled, 

Whom  his  ain  son  o'  life  bereft. 

The  gray  hairs  yet  stack  to  the  heft ; 

Wi*  mair  o'  horrible  and  awfu*, 

Which  e'en  to  name  wad  be  unlawfu'. 

As  Tammie  glowr'd,  amaz'd  and  curious, 
The  mirth  and  fun  grew  fetst  and  furious : 
The  Piper  loud  and  louder  blew ; 
The  dancers  quick  and  quicker  flew; 
They  reel'd,  they  set,  they  cross'd,  they  cleekit, 
Till  ilka  Carlin  swat  and  reekit, 
And  coost  her  duddies  to  the  wark, 
And  linket  at  it  in  her  sark ! 

Now  Tam,  O  Tam !  had  they  been  queans 
A'  plump  and  strapping  in  their  teens ; 
Their  sarks,  instead  o'  creeshie  flannen, 
Been  snaw-white  seventeen  hundred  linen ! 
Thir  breeks  o'  mine,  my  only  pair. 
That  ancc  were  plush,  o'  gude  blue  hair, 
I  wad  hae  gi'en  Uiem  aff  my  hurdies. 
For  ae  blink  o'  the  bonnie  burdies ! 

But  withered  beldams,  auld  and  droll, 
Rigwoodie  hags  wad  spean  a  foal, 
Louping  and  flinging  on  a  crummock, 
I  wonder  did  na  turn  thy  stomach. 

But  Tam  ken'd  what  was  what  fh*  bAwIy, 
There  waa  ae  winsome  wench  and  waly, 
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That  night  enlisted  in  the  core, 
(Lang  after  ken'd  on  CiMrrick  shore ; 
For  mony  a  beast  to  dead  she  shot, 
And  perish'd  mony  a  bonnie  boat, 
And  shook  baith  meikle  com  and  bear, 
And  kept  the  country-side  in  fear—) 
Her  cutty  sark  o'  Paisely  harn, 
That  while  a  lassie  she  had  worn. 
In  longitude  tho'  sorely  scanty, 
ft  was  her  best,  and  she  was  vaunty. — 
Ah !  little  ken'd  thy  reverend  grannie, 
That  sark  she  cofl  for  her  wee  Nannie, 
Wi'  twa  pund  Scots  ('twas  a'  her  riches,) 
Wad  ever  grac'd  a  dance  of  witches ! 
9  But  here  my  Muse  her  wing  maun  cour^ 

Sic  flights  are  far  beyond  her  power : 
To  sing  how  Nannie  lap  and  flang, 
(A  souple  jade  she  was,  and  Strang) 
And  how  Tarn  stood  like  ane  bewitch'd, 
And  thought  his  veiy  een  enrich'd ; 
Ev'n  Satan  glowr'd  and  fidg'd  fu'  fain, 
And  hotch't,  and  blew  wi'  might  and  main; 
Till  first  ae  caper,  syne  anither. 
Tarn  tint  his  reason  a'  thegither. 
And  roars  out, '  Weel  done.  Cutty  Sark  V 
And  in  an  instant  all  was  dark ; 
And  scarcely  had  he  Maggie  rallied. 
When  out  the  hellish  legion  sallied. 

As  bees  biz  out  wi'  angry  fyke*. 
When  plundering  herds  assail  their  byke 
As  open  pussie's  mcnrtal  foes, 
When,  pop !  she  starts  before  their  nose ; 
As  eager  rins  the  market-crowd. 
When  '  Catch  the  thief  I'  resounds  aloud; 
So  Maggie  Ans — ^the  witches  follow, 
WV  mony  an  eldritch  skreech  and  hollow, 

Ah,  Tarn !  ah,  Tarn !  thou'll  get  thy  faion'  I 
In  hell  they'll  roast  thee  like  a  herrin'  I 
In  vain  thy  Kate  awaits  thy  comin'  I 
Kate  soon  will  be  a  waefu'  woman ! 
Now,  do  thy  speedy  utmost,  Meg, 
And  win  the  keynstane  o'  the  brig ; 
There,  at  them  thou  thy  tail  may  toss, 
A  running  stream  they  dare  na  cross ; 
But  eie  the  keynstane  she  could  make, 
The  fient  a  taU  she  had  to  shake  1 
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Fcr  Nannie,  far  before  the  rest, 
Hard  upon  noble  Maggie  prest, 
And  flew  at  Tarn  wi' furiouB  ettle: 
But  little  wist  she  Maggie's  mettle— 
Ae  spring  brought  aff  her  master  hale, 
But  left  behind  her  ain  grey  tail : 
The  Carlin  claught  ha  by  the  rump, 
And  left  poor  Maggie  scarce  a  stump. 

Now,  wha  this  tale  of  trutii  shall  read, 
Ilk  man  and  mother's  son  tak  heed : 
Whane'er  to  drink  you  are  inclin'd, 
Or  Cutty  Sarks  rin  in  your  mind, 
Think,  ye  may  buy  the  joy*  owre  dear; 
Remember  Tam  o'  Shanter's  mare." 

Burns  has  given  the  extremes  of  licentious  eccentricity  and 
convivial  enjoyment,  in  the  story  of  this  scape-grace,  and  of 
patriarchial  simplicity  and  gravity  in  descrihing  the  old  national 
character  of  the  Scottish  peasantry.  The  Cotter's  Saturday 
Night  'is  a  nohle  tftad  pathetic  picture  of  human  manners, 
mingled  with  a  fine  religions  awe.  It  comes  over  the  mind 
like  a  slow  and  solemn  strain  of  music.  The  soul  of  the  poet 
aspires  from  this  scene  of  low-thoughted  care,  and  reposes,  in 
trembling  hope,  on  "the  bosom  of  its  Father  and  its  God." 
Hardly  any  thing  can  be  more  touching  than  the  following 
stanzas,  for  instance,  whether  as  they  describe  human  interests, 
or  breathe  a  lofty  devotional  spirit 

"  The  toil-worn  Cotter  frae  his  labour  goes, 

This  night  his  weekly  moil  is  at  an  end, 
Collects  his  spades,  his  mattocks,  and  his  hoes. 

Hoping  the  morn  in  ease  and  rest  to  spend, 
And  weary,  o'er  the  moor,  his  course  does  hamewaid  bend. 

At  length  his  lonely  cot  appears  in  view. 

Beneath  the  dielter  of  an  aged  tree ; 
Th'  expectant  wee-things,  toddlin,  stacher  through 

To  meet  their  dad,  wi'  flichterin  noise  and  glee. 
His  wee-bit  ingle,  blinkin  bonilie. 

His  clean  hearth-stane,  his  thriftie  wifie's  smile, 
The  lisping  infant,  prattling  on  his  knee. 

Does  a'  his  weary  carking  cares  beguile. 
And  makes  him  quite  forget  his  labour  and  his  tdl. 
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Bel jre,  the  elder  balms  come  drq^ing  in 

At  senice  oat,  amang  the  farmen  io\m\ 
Some  ca'  the  pleogh,  Mime  herd,  some  tentie  rin 

A  cannie  errand  to  a  neebor  town ; 
Their  eldest  hope,  their  Jenny,  woman-grown, 

In  jronthfti'  bloom,  lore  sparkling  in  her  e'e, 
Comes  hame,  perhaps,  to  show  a  braw  new  gown, 

Or  depoeite  her  sair-won  penny-fee, 
To  help  her  parents  dear,  if  they  in  hardship  be. 

Wi'  joy  nnfeign'd,  brothers  and  sisters  meet. 

And  each  for  other's  welfare  kindly  spiers ; 
The  social  hours,  swift-wing'd,  unnotic'd  fleet ; 

Each  tells  the  uncos  that  he  sees  or  hears : 
The  parents,  partial,  eye  their  hopeful  years ; 

Anticipation  forward  points  the  view ; 
The  mither,  wi'  her  needle  and  her  shears, 

Ghtrs  auld  daes  look  amaist  as  weeFs  the  new ; 
The  father  mixes  a'  wi'  admonition  due. 

»  «  «  « 

But,  hark  !  a  rap  comes  gently  to  the  door; 

Jenny,  wha  kens  the  meaning  o'  the  same,         ' 
Tells  how  a  neebor  lad  cam  o'er  the  moor. 

To  do  some  errands,  and  convoy  her  hame. 
The  wily  mother  sees  the  conscious  flame 

Sparkle  in  Jenny's  e'e,  and  flush  her  cheek ; 
With  heart-struck,  anxious  care,  inquires  his  name, 

While  Jenny  hafflins  is  afraid  to  speak ; 
Weel  pleas'd  the  mother  hears  it's  nae  wild,  worthless  rake. 

Wi'  kindly  welcome,  Jenny  brings  him  ben ; 

A  strappan  youth ;  he  taks  the  mothei's  eye ; 
Blithe  Jenny  sees  the  visit's  no  ill  ta'en ; 

The  father  cracks  of  horses,  ploughs,  and  kye. 
The  youngster's  artless  heart  o'erflows  wi'  joy, 

But  blate  an'  laithfu',  scarce  can  weel  behave: 
The  mother,  wi'  a  woman's  wiles,  can  spy 

What  makes  the  youth  sae  bashfii'  an'  sae  grave ; 
Weel-pleas'd  to  think  her  bairn's  respected  like  the  lave. 

But  now  the  supper  crowns  their  simple  board. 

The  halesome  parritch,  chief  o'  Scotia's  food : 
The  soupe  their  only  hawkie  does  afibrd. 

That  'yont  the  hallan  snugly  chows  her  cood : 
The  dame  brings  forth,  in  complimental  mood, 

To  grace  the  lad,  her  weel-hained  kebbuck,  feB, 
An'  aft  he's  prest,  an'  aft  he  ca's  it  guid ; 
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The  frugal  "wifie,  garrulous,  will  tell, 
How  'twas  a  towmond  auld,  sin'  Unt  was  i'  the  bell. 

The  cheerfu'  supper  done,  wi'  serious  face. 

They,  round  the  ingle,  form  a  circle  wide  j 
The  sire  turns  o'er,  with  patriarchal  grace, 

The  big  ha'-Bible,  ance  his  father's  pride : 
His  bonnet  rev'rently  is  laid  aside, 

His  lyart  hafiets  wearing  thin  an'  hare; 
■   Those  strains  that  once  did  sweet  in  Zion  glide. 

He  wales  a  portion  wi'  judicious  care ; 
And  "  Let  us  worship  God !"  he  says,  with  solemn  air. 

They  chant  their  artless  notes  in  simple  guise ; 

They  tune  their  hearts,  by  far  the  noblest  aim : 
Perhaps  Dundee's  wild-warbling  measures  rise. 

Or  plaintive  Martyrs,  worthy  of  the  name ; 
Or  noble  Elgin  beets  the  heav'nward  flame, 

The  sweetest  far  of  Scotia's  holy  lays : 
Compar'd  with  these,  Italian  trills  are  tame ; 

The  tickled  ears  no  heart-felt  raptures  raise  ,* 
Nae  unison  hae  they  with  our  Creator's  praise." 

BuTDs's  poetical  epistles  to  his  friends  are  admitable,  whether 
for  the  touches  of  satire,  the  painting  of  character,  or  the  sin- 
cerity of  friendship  they  display.  Those  to  Captain  Grose,  and 
to  Davie,  a  brother  poet,  are  among  the  beet :  they  are  ^'  the 
true  pathos  and  sublime  of  human  life."  His  prose4etters  ara 
.sometimes  tinctured  with  afiectation.  They  seem  written  by  a 
man  who  has  been  admired  for  his  wit,  and  is  expected  on  all 
occasions  to  shine.  Those  in  which  he  eitpresses  his  ideas  of 
natural  beauty  in  reference  to  Alison^s  Essay  on  Taste,  and 
advocates  the  keeping  up  the  remembrances  of  old  customs 
and  seasons,  are  the  most  powerfully  written.  His  English 
serious  odes  and  moral  stanzas  are,  in  general,  failures,  such  as 
The  Lament,  Man  was  made  to  Mourn,  &>c. ;  nor  do  I  much 
admire  his  ^'  Scots  wha  hae  wi'  Wallace  bled.''  In  this  strain 
of  didactic  or  sentimental  moralising,  the  lines  to  Glencairn  are 
the  most  happy  and  impressive.  His,  imitations  of  the  old  hu- 
morous ballad  style  of  Ferguson's  songs  are  no  whit  inferior 
to  the  admirable  originals,  such  as  "  John  Anderson,  my  Joe," 
and  many  more.    But  of  all  his  productions,  the  pathetic  and 
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serious  love-songs  which  he  has  left  behind  him,  in  the  manner 
of  the  old  ballads,  are  perhaps  those  which  take  the  deepest  and 
most  lasting  hold  on  the  mind  Such  are  the  lines  to  Mary 
Morison,  and  those  entitled  Jessy. 

"  Here's  a  health  -to  ane  I  lo'e  dear- 
Here's  a  health  to  ane  I  lo'e  dear — 

Thou  art  sweet  as  the  smile  when  fond  lovers  meet, 
And  soft  as  their  parting  tear — Jessy ! 

Altho'  thou  mann  never  be  minei 

Altho'  even  hope  is  denied ; 
Tis  sweeter  for  thee  despairing 

Than  aught  in  the  world  beside — Jessy  V* 

The  conclusion  of  the  other  is  as  follows : 

"  Yestreen,  when  to  the  trembling  string 

The  dance  gaed  through  the  lighted  ha', 
To  thee  my  fancy  took  its  wing, 

I  sat,  but  neither  heard  nor  saw. 
Tho'  this  was  fair,  and  that  was  braw, 

And  yon  the  toast  of  a'  the  town, 
I  sighed,  and  said  among  them  a'. 

Ye  are  na  Mary  Morison." 

That  beginning,  "  Oh  gin  my  love  were  a  bonny  red  rose,"  is  a 
piece  of  rich  and  fantastic  description.  One  would  think  that 
nothing  couid  surpass  these  in  beauty  of  expression,  and  in  true 
pathos :  and  nothing  does  or  can,  but  some  of  the  old  Scotch 
ballads  themselves.  There  is  in  them  a  still  more  original  cast 
of  thought,  a  more  romantic  imagery — ^the  thistle's  glittering 
down,  the  gilliflower  on  the  old  garden-wall,,  the  horseman's 
silver  bells,  the  hawk  on  its  perch — a  closer  intimacy  with 
nature,  a  firmer  reliance  on  it,  as  the  only  stock  of  wealth 
which  the  mind  has  to  resort  to,  a  more  infantine  simplicity  of 
manners,  a  greater  strength  of  affection,  hopes  longer  cherished 
and  longer  deferred,  sighs  that  the  heart  dare  hardly  heave,  and 
"  thoughts  that  often  lie  too  deep  for  tears."  We  seem  to  feel 
that  those  who  wrote  and  sung  them  (the  early  minstrels)  lived 
in  the  open  air,  wandering  on  from  place  to  place  with  restless 
feet  and  thoughts,  and  lending  an  ever-open  ear  to  the  fear- 
ful accidents  of  war  or  love,  floating  on  the  breath  of  old 
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tradition  or  common  fame,  and  moving  the  strings  of  their  hajp 
with  sounds  that  sank  into  a  nation's  heart.  How  fine  an  il- 
lustration of  this  is  that  passage  in  Don  Q^uixote,  where  the 
knight  and  Sancho,  going  in  search  of  Du^nea,  inquire  their 
way  of  the  countryman,  who  was  driving  his  mules  to  plough 
before  break  of  day,  "  singing  the  ancient  ballad  of  Ronce&- 
valles."  Sir  Thomas  OverJ)ury  describes  his  country  girl  as 
still  accompanied  with  fragments  of  old  songs.  One  of  the 
best  and  most  striking  descriptions  of  the  effects  of  this  mixture 
of  national  poetry  and  music  is  to  be  found  in  one  of  the  letters 
of  Archbishop  Herring,  giving  an  account  of  a  confirmation- 
tour  in  the  mountains  of  Wales. 

"  That  pleasure  over,  our  work  became  very  arduous,  for  we  were  (o 
mount  a  rock,  and  in  many  places  of  the  road,  over  natural  stain  of  stone. 
I  submitted  to  this,  which  they  told  me  was  but  a  taste  of  the  country,  and 
to  prepare  me  for  worse  things  to  come.  However,  worse  things  did  not 
come  that  morning,  for  we  dined  soon  after  out  of  our  own  wallets ;  and, 
though  our  inn  stood  in  a  place  of  the  most  frightful  solitude,  and  the  best 
formed  for  the  habitation  of  monks  (who  once  possessed  it)  in  the  world,  yet 
we  made  a  cheerful  meal.  The  novelty  of  the  thing  gave  me  spirits,  and 
the  air  gave  me  appetite  much  keener  than  the  knife  I  ate  with.  We  had 
our  music  too ;  for  there  came  in  a  harper,  who  soon  drew  about  us  a  group 
of  figures  that  Hogarth  would  have  given  any  price  for.  The  harper  was  in 
his  true  place  and  attitude;  a  man  and  woman  stood  before  him,  singing  to 
his  instrument  wildly,  but  not  disagreeably ;  a  little  dirty  child  was  playing 
with  the  bottom  of  the  harp ;  a  woman  in  a  sick  night-cap  hanging  over  the 
stabs ;  a  boy  with  crutches,  fixed  in  a  staring  attention,  and  a  girl  carding 
wool  in  the  chimney,  and  rocking  a  cradle  with  her  naked  feet,  interrupted 
in  her  business  by  the  charms  of  the  music ;  all  ragged  and  dirty,  and  all 
dlently  attentive.  These  figures  gave  us  a  most  entertaining  picture,  and 
would  please  you  or  any  man  of  observation ;  and  one  reflection  gave  me  a 
particular  comfort,  that  the  assembly  before  us  demonstrated  that  even  here 
the  influential  sun  warmed  poor  mortals,  and  inspired  them  with  love  and 
music." 

I  could  wish  that  Mr.  Wilkie  had  been  recommended  to  take 
this  group  as  the  subject  of  his  admirable  pencil ;  he  has  painted 
a  picture  of  Bathsheba,  instead. 

In  speaking  of  the  old  Scotch  ballads,  I  need  do  no  more  than 
mention  the  name  of  Auld  Robin  Gray.  The  effect  of  reading 
this  old  ballad  is  as  if  all  our  hopes  and  fears  hung  upon  the 
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last  fibie  of  the  heart,  and  we  felt  that  giving  way.  What 
silence,  what  bneliness,  what  leisure  for  grief  and  despair  I 

"  My  father  preaaed  me  sair, 

Though  my  mother  did  na'qMak; 
Bat  she  locked  in  my  face 
Till  my  heart  waa  like  to  break." 

The  irksomeness  of  the  situations,  the  sense  of  painful  depeti- 
dence,  is  excessive ;  and  yet  the  sentiment  of  deep-rooted,  patient 
afiection  triumphs  over  all,  and  is  the  only  impression  that  re- 
maina  Lady  Ann  BothwelPs  Lament  is  not,  I  think,  quite 
equal  to  the  lines  beginning — 

"  O  waly,  waly,  up  the  bank, 

And  waly,  waly,  down  the  brae, 
And  waly,  waly,  yon  bum  side, 

Where  I  and  my  love  wont  to  gae. 
I  leant  my  back  unto  an  aik, 

I  thought  it  was  a  trusty  tree ; 
But  first  it  bow'd,  and  syne  it  brak, 

Sae  my  true-love's  forsaken  me. 

O  waly,  waly,  love  is  bonny, 

A  little  time  while  it  is  new ; 
But  when  it's  auld,  it  waxeth  cauld, 

And  fades  awa'  like  the  morning  dew. 
Whan  cockle-shells  turn  nller  bells, 

And  muscles  grow  on  every  tree, 
Whan  frost  and  snaw  sail  warm  us  aw. 

Then  sail  my  love  prove  true  to  me. 

Now  Arthur  seat  sail  be  my  bed, 

The  sheets  sail  ne'er  be  fyld  by  me: 
Saint  Anton's  well  sail  be  my  drink, 

Since  my  true-love's  forsaken  me. 
Martinmas  wind,  when  wilt  thou  blaw, 

And  shake  the  green  leaves  aff  the  tree  1 
O  gentle  death,  whan  wilt  thou  cum 

And  tak'  a  life  that  wearies  me  1 

^Tis  not  the  firost  that  freezes  sae, 

Nor  blawing  snaw's  inclemencie, 
'Tis  not  sic  cauld,  that  makes  me  cry, 

But  my  love's  heart  grown  cauld  to  me. 
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Whan  we  came  in  by  Glasgow  town, 

We  were  a  comely  flight  to  see, 
My  love  waa  clad  in  black  velvet, 

And  I  myself  in  cramade. 

But  had  I  wist,  before  I  kist, 

That  love  had  been  sae  hard  to  win ; 
I'd  lockt  my  heart  in  case  of  gowd,. 

And  pinn'd  it  with  a  siller  pin. 
And  oh  I  if  my  poor  babe  were  bom, 

And  set  upon  the  nurse's  knee, 
And  I  mysel  in  the  cold  grave ! 

Since  my  true-love's  forsaken  me." 

The  finest  modem  imitation  of  this  style  is  the  Braes  of  Yarrow ; 
and  perhaps  the  finest  subject  for  a  story  of  the  same  kind,  in  any 
modern  book,  is  that  told  in  Turner's  History  of  England,  of  a 
Mahometan  woman,  who,  having  fallen  in  love  with  an  Eng- 
lish merchant,  the  father  of  Thomas  k  Becket,  followed  him  all 
the  way  to  England,  knowing  only  the  word  London,  and  the 
name  of  her  lover,  Gilbert. 

But  to  have  done  with  this,  which  is  rather  too  serious  a  sub- 
ject.— The  old  English  ballads  are  of  a  gayer  and  more  lively 
turn.  They  are  adventurous  and  romantic;  but  they  rela^^ 
chiefly  to  good  living  and  good  fellowship,  to  drinking  and 
hunting  scenes.  Robin  Hood  is  the  chief  of  these,  and  he  still, 
in  imagination,  haunts  Sherwood  Forest  The  archers  green 
glimmer  under  the  waving  branches ;  the  print  on  the  grass  re- 
mains where  they  have  just  finished  their  noontide  meal  under 
the  green-wood  tree;  and  the  echo  of  their  bugle-horn  and 
twanging  bows  resounds  through  the  tangled  mazes  of  the 
forest,  as  the  tall  slim  deer  glances  startled  by. 

"  The  trees  in  Sherwood  Forest  are  old  and  good 
The  grass  beneath  them  now  is  dimly  green : 
Are  they  deserted  all  1  Is  no  young  mien, 
•  With  loose-slung  bugle,  met  within  the  wood  t 

No  arrow  found— foil'd  of  its  antler'd  food— 
Struck  in  the  oak's  rude  side  1 — ^Is  there  nought  seen 
To  mark  the  revelries  which  there  have  been, 

In  the  tweet  days  of  merry  Robin  Hood? 
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Go  there  with  stumiier,  and  with  evening — go 

In  the  soft  shadows,  like  some  wand'ring  man — 

And  thou  shalt  far  amid  the  forest  know 
The  archer-men  in  greon,  with  belt  and  bow, 

Feasting  on  pheasant,  river-fowl,  and  swan, 

With  Robin  at  their  head,  and  Marian."  « 

•  Sonnet  on  Sherwood  Forest,  by  J.  H.  Reynolds. 
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LECTURE  Vm. 

ON  THE  LIVING  POETS. 

"  No  more  of  talk  where  God  or  Angel  gaest 
With  man,  as  with  his  friend,  fiuniliar  us'd 
To  sit  indulgent." 

Genius  is  the  heir  of  fame  ;  but  the  hard  condition  on  which  the 
bright  reversion  must  he  earned  is  the  loss  of  life.  Fame  is  the 
recompense  not  of  the  living,  but  of  the  dead.  The  temple  of 
fame  stands  upon  the  grave :  the  flame  that  bums  upon  its  altars 
is  kindled  from  the  ashes  of  great  men.  Fame  itself  is  immor- 
tal, but  it  is  not  begot  till  the  breath  of  genius  is  extinguished. 
For  fame  is  not  popularity,  the  shout  of  the  multitude,  the  idle 
buzz  of  fashion,  the  venal  puff,  the  soothing  flattery  of  favour  or 
of  friendship ;  but  it  is  the  spirit  of  a  man  surviving  himself  in 
the  minds  and  thoughts  of  other  men,  undying  and  imperishable. 
It  is  the  power  which  the  intellect  exercises  over  the  intellect, 
and  the  lasting  homage  which  is  paid  to  it,  as  such,  independent- 
ly of  time  and  circumstances,  purified  from  partiality  and  evil- 
speaking. — Fame  is  the  sound  which  the  stream  of  high  thoughts, 
carried  down  to  future  ages,  makes  as  it  flows— deep,  distant, 
murmuring  evermore  like  the  waters  of  the  mighty  ocean.  He 
who  has  ears  truly  touched  to  this  music  is  in  a  manner  deaf  to 
the  voice  of  popularity.  The  love  of  fame  differs  from  mere 
vanity  in  this, — that  the  one  is  immediate  and  personal,  the 
other  ideal  and  abstracted.  It  is  not  the  direct  and  gross  homage 
paid  to  himself,  that  the  lover  of  true  fame  seeks  or  is  proud  of; 
but  the  indirect  and  pure  homage  paid  to  the  eternal  forms  of 
truth  and  beauty  as  diey  are  reflected  in  his  mind,  that  gives 
him  confidence  and  hope.  The  love  of  nature  is  the  first  thing 
in  the  mind  of  the  true  poet :  the  admiration  of  himself  the  last 
A  man  of  genius  cannot  well  be  a  coxcomb ;  for  his  mind  is  too 
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full  of  other  things  to  be  much  occupied  with  his  own  person. 
He  who  is  conscious  of  great  powers  in  himself  has  also  a  high 
standard  of  excellence  with  which  to  compare  his  efforts :  he 
appeals  also  to  a  test  and  judge  of  merit,  which  is  the  highest, 
but  which  is  too  remote,  grave,  and  impartial,  to  flatter  his  self- 
love  extravagantly,  or  puff  him  up  with  intolerable  and  vain 
conceit.  This,  indeed,  is  one  test  of  genius  and  of  real  greatness 
of  mind,  whether  a  man  can  wait  patiently  and  calmly  for  the 
award  of  posterity,  satisfied  with  the  unwearied  exercise  of  his 
faculties,  retired  within  the  sanctuary  of  his  own  thoughts ;  or 
whether  he  is  eager  to  forestal  his  own  immortality,  and  mort- 
gage it  for  a  newspaper  puff.  He  who  thinks  much  of  himself 
will  be  in  danger  of  being  forgotten  by  the  rest  of  the  world : 
he  who  is  always  trying  to  lay  violent  hands  on  reputation  will 
not  secure  the  best  and  most  lasting.  If  the  restless  candidate 
for  praise  takes  no  pleasure,  no  sincere  and  heartfelt  delight  ia 
his  works,  but  as  they  are  admired  and  applauded  by  others, 
what  should  others  see  in  them  to  admire  or  applaud  1  They 
cannot  be  expected  to  admire  them  because  they  are  his ;  but 
for  the  truth  and  nature  contained  in  them,  which  must  first  be 
inly  felt  and  copied  with  severe  delight,  from  the  love  of  truth 
and  nature,  before  it  can  ever  appear  there.  Was  Raphael, 
think  you,  when  he  painted  his  pictures  of  the  Virgin  and  Child 
in  all  their  inconceivable  truth  and  beauty  of  expression,  think- 
ing most  of  his  subject  or  of  himself?  Do  you  suppose  that 
Titian,  when  he  painted  a  landscape,  was  pluming  himself  oa 
being  thought  the  finest  colourist  in  the  world,  or  making  him-^ 
self  so  by  looking  at  nature  ?  Do  you  imagine  that  Shakspeare, 
when  he  wrote  Lear  or  Othello,  was  thinking  of  anything  but 
Lear  and  Othello  ?  Or  that  Mr.  Kean,  when  he  plays  these 
characters,  is  thinking  of  the  audience? — No:  he  who.  would 
be  great  in  the  eyes  of  others  must  first  learn  to  be  nothing  in 
his  own.  The  love  of  fame,  as  it  enters  at  times  into  his  mind, 
is  only  another  name  for  the  love  of  excellence ;  or  it  is  the 
ambition  to  attain  the  highest  excellence,  sanctioned  by  the 
highest  authority — that  of  time. 

Those  minds,  then,  which  are  the  most  entitled  to  expect  it, 
ean  best  put  up  with  the  postponement  of  their  claims  to  Jastingr 
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fame.  They  can  afford  to  wait.  They  are  not  afraid  that  truth 
and  nature  will  ever  wear  out ;  will  lose  their  gloss  with  noT« 
elty,  or  their  effect  with  fashion.  If  their  works  have  the  seeds 
of  immortality  in  them,  they  will  live ;  if  they  have  not,  they 
care  little  about  them  as  theirs.  They  do  not  complain  of  the 
start  which  others  have  got  of  them  in  the  race  of  everlasting 
renown,  or  of  the  impossibility  of  attaining  the  honours  which 
time  alone  can  give,  during  the  terra  of  their  natural  livea 
They  know  that  no  applause,  however  loud  and  violent,  can 
anticipate  or  over-rule  the  judgment  of  posterity;  that  the 
opinionof.no  one  individual,  nor  of  any  one  generation  can 
have  the  weight,  the  authority  (to  say  nothing  of  the  force  of 
sympathy  and  prejudice,)  which  must  belong  to  that  of  succes- 
sive generations.  The  brightest  living  reputation  cannot  be. 
equally  imposing  to  the  imagination  with  that  which  is  covered 
and  rendered  venerable  with  the  hoar  of  innumerable  ages. 
No  modem  production  can  have  the  same  atmosphere  of  senti- 
ment around  it  as  the  remains  of  classical  antiquity.  But  then 
our  moderns  may  console  themselves  with  the  reflection  that, 
they  will  be  old  in  their  turn,  and  will  either  be  remembered 
with  still  increasing  honours,  or  quite  forgotten  I 

I  would  speak  of  the  living  poets  as  I  have  spoken  of  the 
dead  (for  I  think  highly  of  many  of  them ;)  but  I  cannot  speak 
of  them  with  the  same  reverence,  because  I  do  not  feel  it ;  with 
the  same  confidence,  because  I  cannot  have  the  same  authority 
to  sanction  my  opinion.  I  cannot  be  absolutely  certain  that  any- 
body, twenty  years  hence,  will  think  anything  about  any  of 
them ;  but  we  may  be  pretty  sure  that  Milton  and  Shakspeare 
will  be  remembered  twenty  years  hence.  We  are,  therefore, 
not  without  excuse  if  we  husband  our  enthusiasm  a  little,  and 
do  not  prematurely  lay  out  our  whole  stock  in  untried  ventures, 
and  what  may  turn  out  to  be  false  bottoms.  I  have  myself  out- 
lived one  generation  of  favourite  poets,  the  Darwins,  the  Hay- 
Ie3r8,  the  Sewards.  Who  reads  them  now? — ^If,  however,  I 
have  not  the  verdict  of  posterity  to  bear  me  out  in  bestowing  the 
most  unqualified  praises  on  their  immediate  successors,  it  is  also 
to  be  remembered  that  neither  does  it  warrant  me  in  con- 
demning them.    Indeed,  it  was  not  my  wish  to  go  into  thif 
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ungrateful  part  of  the  subject  j  but  something  of  the  sort  is 
expected  from  me,  and  I  must  run  the  gauntlet  as  well  as  I  can. 
Another  circumstance  that  adds  to  the  difficulty  of  doing  justice 
to  all  parties  is  that  I  happen  to  have  had  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  some  of  these  jealous  votaries  of  the  Muses ;  and  that  is 
not  the  likeliest  way  to  imbibe  a  high  opinion  of  the  rest  Poets 
do  not  praise  one  another  in  the  language  of  hyperbole.  I  am 
afraid,  therefore,  that  I  labour  under  a  degree  of  prejudice 
against  some  of  the  most  popular  poets  of  the  day,  from  an  early 
habit  of  deference  to  the  critical  opinions  of  some  of  the  least 
popular.  I  cannot  say  that  I  ever  learnt  much  about  Shak- 
speare  or  Milton,  Spenser  or  Chaucer,  from  these  professed 
guides ;  for  I  never  heard  them  say  much  about  them.  They 
.were  always  talking  of  themselves  and  one  another.  Nor  am  I 
certain  that  this  sort  of  personal  intercourse  with  living  authors, 
while  it  takes  away  all  real  relish  or  freedom  of  opinion  with 
regard  to  their  contemporaries,  greatly  enhances  our  respect  for 
themselves.  Poets  are  not  ideal  beings  ]  but  have  their  prose- 
sides,  like  the  commonest  of  the  people.  We  often  hear  per- 
sons say,  What  they  would  have  given  to  have  seen  Shakspeare  1 
For  my  part,  I  would  give  a  great  deal  not  to  have  seen  him ; 
at  least,  if  he  was  at  all  like  anybody  else  that  I  have  ever  seen. 
But  why  should  he  1  for  his  works  are  not !  This  is,  doubtless, 
one  great  advantage  which  the  dead  have  over  the  living.  It 
is  always  fortunate  for  ourselves  and  others,  when  we  are  pre- 
vented from  exchanging  admiration  for  knowledge.  The  splen- 
did vision  that  in  youth  haunts  our  idea  of  the  poetical  character, 
fades,  upon  acquaintance,  into  the  light  of  common  day ;  as  the 
azure  tints  that  deck  the  mountain's  brow  are  lost  on  a  nearer 
approach  to  them.  It  is  well,  according  to  the  moral  of  one  of 
the  Lyrical  Ballads, — "'  To  leave  Yarrow  unvisited."  But  to 
^  leave  this  face-making,"  and  begin. 

I  am  a  great  admirer  of  the  female  writers  of  the  present  day ; 
they  appear  to  me  like  so  many  modem  muses.  I  could  be  in 
love  with  Mrs.  Inchbald,  romantic  with  Mrs.  Radclifle,  and  sar- 
castic with  Madame  D' Arblay :  but  they  are  novel-writers,  and, 
like  Audrey,  may  <<  thank  the  gods  for  not  having  made  them 
poetical."    Did  any  one  here  ever  read  Mrs.  Leicester's  School? 
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If  tl^ey  have  not,  I  wieh  they  would ;  there  will  be  just  time 
before  the  next  three  volumes  of  the  Tales  of  My  Landlord 
come  out.  That  is  not  a  school  of  afiectation,  but  of  humanity. 
No  one  can  think  too  highly  of  the  work,  or  highly  enough  of 
the  author. 

The  first  poetess  I  can  recollect  is  Mrs.  Barbauld,  with  whose 
works  I  became  acquainted  before  those  of  any  other  author, 
male  or  female,  when  I  was  learning  to  spell  words  of  one 
syllable  in  her  story-books  for  children.  I  became  acquainted 
with  her  poetical  works  long  after  in  Enfield's  Speaker ;  and 
remember  being  much  divided  in  my  opinion,  at  that  time, 
between  her  Ode  to  Spring  and  Collins's  Ode  to  Evening.  I 
wish  I  could  repay  my  childish  debt  of  gratitude  in  terms  of  ap- 
propriate praise.  She  is  a  very  pretty  poetess;  and,  to  my 
fancy,  strews  the  flowers  of  poetry  most  agreeably  round  the 
borders  of  religious  controversy.  She  is  a  neat  and  pointed 
prose-writer.  Her  "  Thoughts  on  the  Inconsistency  of  Human 
Expectations"  is  one  of  the  most  ingenious  and  sensible  essays 
in  the  language.  There  is  the  same  idea  in  one  of  Barrow's 
Sermons. 

Mrs.  Hannah  More  is  another  celebrated  modern  poetess, 
and  I  believe  still  living.  She  has  written  a  great  deal  which 
I  have  never  read. 

Miss  Baillie  must  make  up  this  trio  of  female  poets.  Her 
tragedies  and  comedies,  one  of  each  to  illustrate  each  of  the 
passions,  separately,  from  the  rest,  are  heresies  in  the  dramatic 
art.  She  is  a  Unitarian  in  poetry.  With  her  the  passions  are, 
like  the  French  republic,  one  and  indivisible :  they  are  not  so 
in  nature,  ox  in  Shakspeare.  Mr.  Southey  has,  I  believe,  some- 
where expressed  an  opinion  that  the  Basil  of  Miss  Baillie  is 
superior  to  Romeo  and  Juliet.  I  shall  not  stay  to  contradict 
him.  On  the  other  hand,  I  prefer  her  De  Montfort,  which  was 
condemned  on  the  stage,  to .  some  later  tragedies,  which  have 
been  more  fortunate — ^to  the  Remorse,  Bertran^,  and  lastly, 
Fazio.  There  is  in  the  chief  character  of  that  play  a  nerve,  a 
continued  unity  of  interest,  a  setness  of  purpose  and  precision 
of  outline  which  John  Kemble  alone  was  capable  of  giving ; 
and  there  is  all  the  grace  which  women  haye  in  writing.    In 
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flaying  that  De  Montfort  was  a  character  which  just  soited  Mr. 
Kemble,  I  mean  to  pay  a  compliment  to  both.  He  was  not  ^  a 
man  of  no  mark  or  likelihood :"  and  what  he  could  be  suppos- 
ed to  do  particularly  well  must  have  a  meaning  in  it  As  to  the 
other  tragedies  just  mentioned,  there  is  no  reason  why  any 
common  actor  should  not  "make  mouths  in  them  at  the  in- 
visible event/'— one  as  well  as  another.  Having  thus  express- 
ed my  sense  of  the  merits  of  this  authoress,  I  must  add  that  her 
comedy  of  the  Election,  performed  last  summer  at  the  Lyceum 
with  indifferent  success,  appears  to  me  the  perfection  of  baby- 
house  theatricals.  Every  thing  in  it  has  such  a  do-me-good  air, 
is  so  insipid  and  amiable.  Virtue  seems  such  a  pretty  playing  at 
make-believe,  and  vice  is  such  a  naughty  word.  It  is  a  theory 
of  some  French  author  that  little  girls  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to 
have  dolls  to  play  with,  to  call  them  pretty  dea^s,  to  admire  their 
black  eyes  and  cherry  cheeks,  to  lament  and  bewail  over  them  if 
they  fall  down  and  hurt  their  faces,  to  praise  them  when  they  are 
good,  and  scold  them  when  they  are  naughty.  It  is  a  school  of 
affectation :  Miss  BaiUie  has  profited  of  it  She  treats  her 
grown  men  and  women  as  little  girls  treat  their  dolls — ^makes 
moral  puppets  of  them,  pulls  the  wires,  and  they  talk  virtue  and 
act  vice,  according  to  their  cue  and  the  title  prefixed  to  each 
comedy  or  tragedy,  not  firom  any  real  passions  of  their  own, 
or  love  either  of  virtue  or  vice. 

The  transition  ftom  these  to  Mr.  Rogers's  Pleasures  of  Mem- 
ory is  not  far :  he  is  a  very  lady-like  poet  He  is  an  elegant, 
but  feeble  writer.  He  wraps  up  obvious  thoughts  in  a  glittering 
cover  of  fine  words ;  is  full  of  enigmas  T^th  no  meaning  to 
them ;  is  studiously  inverted,  and  scrupulously  far-fetched ;  and 
his  verses  are  poetry,  chiefly  because  no  particle,  line,  or  syl- 
lable of  them  reads  like  prose.  He  differs  from  Milton  in  this 
respect,  who  is  accused  of  having  inserted  a  number  of  prosaic 
lines  in  Paradise  Lost  This  kind  of  poetry,  which  is  a  more 
minute  and  inoffensive  species  of  the  Delia  Cruscan,  is  like  the 
game  of  asking  what  one's  thoughts  are  like.  It  is  a  tortuous,  tot- 
tering, wriggling,  fidgetty  translation  of  every  thing  from  the 
vidgar  tongue,  into  all  the  tentalizing,  teasing,  tripping,  lisping, 
:  of  the  highest  brilliancy  and  fashion  of  poeti- 
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cal  diction.  Tou  hxve  nothing  like  truth  of  nature  or  simplicity  of 
expression.  The  fastidious  and  languid  reader  is  never  shocked 
by  meeting,  from  the  rarest  chance  in  the  world,  with  a  sin- 
gle homely  phrase  or  intelligible  idea.  You  cannot  see  the 
thought  for  the  ambiguity  of  the  language,  the  figure  for  the 
finery,  the  picture  for  the  varnish.  The  whole  is  refined,  and 
firittered  away  llito  an  appearance  of  the  most  evanescent  bril- 
liancy and  tremulous  imbecility. — There  is  no  other  fault  to  be 
found  with  the  Pleasures  of  Memory  than  a  want  of  taste  and 
genius.  The  sentiments  are  amiable,  and  the  notes  at  the  end 
highly  interesting,  particularly  the  one  relating  to  the  Countess 
Pillar  (as  it  is  called)  between  Appleby  and  Penrith,  erected 
(as  the  inscription  tells  the  thoughtful  traveller)  by  Anne 
Countess  (^  Pembroke,  in  the  year  1648,  in  memory  of  her 
last  parting  with  her  good  pious  mother  in  the  same  place  in 
the  year  1616-^ 

"  To  shew  that  power  of  love,  how  great 
Beyond  all  human  estimate.'' 

This  story  is  also  told  in  the  poem,  but  with  so  many  artful 
inuendos  and  tinsel  words  that  it  is  hardly  intelligible,  and  still 
less  does  it  reach  the  heart. 

CampbelPs  Pleasures  of  Hope  is  of  the  same  school,  in  whiek 
a  painful  attention  is  paid  to  the  expression  in  proportion  as 
there  is  little  to  express,  and  the  decomposition  of  prose  is  sub- 
stituted for  the  composition  of  poetry.  How  much  the  sense 
and  keeping  in  the  ideas  are  sacrificed  to  a  gingle  of  woids  and 
epigrammatic  turn  of  expression,  may  be  seen  in  such  lines  at 
the  following :— one  of  the  characters,  an  old  invalid,  wishes  to 
end  his  days  under 

"  Some  hamlet  shade,  to  yield  his  sickly  form 
Health  in  the  breeze,  and  shelter  in  the  storm." 

Now  the  antithesis  here  totally  fails ;  for  it  is  the  breeze,  and 
not  the  tree,  or,  as  it  is  quaintly  expressed,  kamld  skade,  that 
affords  health,  though  it  is  the  tree  that  affords  shelter  in  or 
from  the  storm  Instances  of  the  same  sort  of  cwriosa  infdieiioi 
are  not  rare  in  this  author.    His  verses  on  the  Battle  of  HdhMi^ 
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linden  have  considerable  spirit  and  animation.  His  Gertrude 
of  Wyoming  is  his  principal  performance.  It  is  a  kind  of  his- 
torical paraphrase  of  Mr.  Wordsworth's  poem  of  Ruth.  It 
shows  little  power,  or  power  enervated  by  extreme  £Ei8tidious- 
ness.     [t  is 


-"  Of  outward  show  ^ 


*  Elaborate ;  of  inward  leas  exact." 

There  aie  painters  who  trust  more  to  the  setting  of  their  pictures 
than  to  the  truth  of  the  likeness.  Mr.  Campbell  always  seems 
to  me  to  be  thinking  how  his  poetry  will  look  when  it  comes 
to  be  hot-pressed  on  superfine  wove  paper,  to  have  a  dispropor- 
tionate eye  to  points  and  commas,  and  dread  of  errors  of  the 
press.  He  is  so  afraid  of  doing  wrong,  of  making  the  smallest 
mistake,  that  he  does  little  or  nothing.  Lest  he  should  wander 
irretrievably  from  the  right  path,  he  stands  still.  He  writes 
according  to  established  etiquette.  He  offers  the  Muses  no  vio- 
lence. If  he  lights  upon  a  good  thought  he  immediately  drops 
it  for  fear  of  spoiling  a  good  thing.  When  he  launches  a  senti- 
ment that  you  think  will  float  him^  triumphantly  dfor  once  to  the 
bottom  of  the  stanza,  he  stops  short  at  the  end  of  the  first  or 
second  line,  and  stands  shivering  on  the  brink  of  beauty,  afraid 
to  trust  himself  to  the  fathomless  abyss.  TiUtis  nimium,  timidusque 
prouUiMrum.  His  very  circumspection  betrap  him.  The  poet, 
as  well  as  the  woman,  that  deliberates,  is  undone.  He  is  much 
like  a  man  whose  heart  fails  him  just  as  he  is  going  up  in  a 
balloon,  and  who  breaks  his  neck  by  flinging  himself  out  of  it 
when  it  is  too  late.  Mr.  Campbell  too  often  maims  and  mangles 
his  ideas  before  they  are  full  formed,  to  form  them  to  the  Pro- 
crustes' bed  of  criticism ;  or  strangles  his  intellectual  oflspiing 
in  the  birth,  lest  they  should  come  to  an  untimely  end  in  the 
Edinburgh  Review.  He  plays  the  hypercritic  on  himself,  and 
starves  his  genius  to  death  from  a  needless  apprehension  of  a 
plethora.  No  writer  who  thinks  habitually  of  the  critics,  either 
to  tremble  at  their  censures  or  set  them  at  defiance,  can  write 
well.  It  is  the  business  of  reviewers  to  watch  poets,  not  of  poets 
to  watch  reviewers.  There  is  one  admirable  simile  in  this 
poem,  of  the  European  child  brought  by  the  sooty  Indian  in  his 
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hand,  "like  morning  brought  by  night."  The  love-scenes  of 
Gertrude  of  Wyoming  breathe  a  balmy  voluptuousness  of  senti- 
ment ;  but  they  are  generally  broken  off  in  the  middle ;  they 
are  like  the  scent  of  a  bank  of  violets,  faint  and  rich,  which  the 
gale  suddenly  conveys  in  a  different  direction.  Mr.  Campbell 
is  careful  of  his  own  reputation,  and  economical  of  the  pleasures 
of  his  readers.  He  treats  them  as  the  fox  in  the  &ble  treated 
his  guest  the  stork;  or,  to  use  his  own  expression,  his  fine 
things  are 

**  Like  angels'  visitSj  few,  and  far  between.''  * 

There  is  another  fault  in  this  poem,  which .  is  the  mechanical 
structure  of  the  fable.  The  most  striking  events  occur  in  tl^e 
shape  of  antitheses.  The  story  is  cut  into  the  form  of  a  paral- 
lelogram. There  is  the  same  systematic  alternation  of  good  and 
evil,  of  violence  and  repose,  that  there  is  of  light  and  shade  in  a 
picture.  The  Indian,  who  is  the  chief  agent  in  the  interest  of 
the  poem,  vanishes  and  returns  after  long  intervals,  like  the 
periodical  revolutions  of  the  planets.  He  unexpectedly  appears 
just  in  the  nick  of  time,  after  years  of  absence,  and  without  any 
known  reason  but  the  convenience  of  the  author  and  the  as- 
tonishment of  the  reader ;  as  if  nature  were  a  machine  con- 
structed oh  a  principle  of  complete  contrast,  to  produce  a  theat- 
rical effect.  Nee  Deus  irUersU^  nisi  dignus  vindice  nodus.  Mr. 
Campbell's  savage  never  appears  but  upon  great  occasions,  and 
then  his  punctuality  is  preternatural  and  alarming.  He  is  the 
most  wonderful  instance  on  record  of  poetical  reliability.  The 
most  dreadful  mischiefs  happen  at  the  most  mortifying  mo- 
ments ;  and  when  your  expectations  are  wound  up  to  the  highest 
pitch,  you  are  sure  to  have  them  knocked  on  the  head  by  a  pre- 
meditated and  remorseless  stroke  of  the  poet's  pen.  This  is 
done  so  of^en  for  the  convenience  of  the  author,  that  in  the  end 
it  ceases  to  be  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  reader. 

*  There  if  the  same  idea  in  Blair's  Grave. 

" Its  visits, 

Likeihose  of  angels,  short,  and  far  between." 

Mr.  Campbell,  in  altering  the  expression,  has  spoiled  it    "  Few/'  and 
**  fiur  between,"  are  the  same  thing. 
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Tom  Mooie  is  a  poet  of  a  quite  different  stamp.  He  is  as 
heedless,  gay,  and  prodigal  of  his  poetical  wealth,  as  the  oth^ 
is  careful,  reserved,  and  parsimonious.  The  genkis  of  both  is 
national  Mr.  !\ioore's  Muse  is  another  Ariel,  as  light,  as 
tricksy,  as  indefatigable,  and  as  humane  a  spirit  Jlis  &ncy  is 
fiMrever  on  the  wing,  flutters  in  the  gale,  glitters  in  the  son. 
Eyery  thing  lives,  moves,  and  sparkles  in  his  poetry,  while  over 
all  love  waves  his  purple  light  His  thoughts  are  as  restless,  as 
many,  and  as  bright,  as  the  insects  that  people  the  sun's  beam. 
"  So  work  the  honey-bees,"  extracting  liquid  sweets  from  open- 
ing buds ;  so  the  butterfly  expands  its  wings  to  the  idle  air ;  so 
Hie  thistle's  silver  down  is  wafted  over  summer  seas.  An  airy 
foyager  on  life's  stream,  his  liiind  inhales  the  fragrance  of  a 
thousand  shores,  and  drinks  of  endless  pleasures  under  halcyon 
skies. — ^Wherever  his  footsteps  tend  over  \he  enamelled  ground 
of  fairy  fiction —  ♦ 

*'  Around  him  the  bees  in  play  flutter  and  cluster, 
And  gaudy  bUttb|Pies  ^lic  around." 

The  fault  of  Mr.  Moore  is  ah  exuberance  of  involuntary  power. 
His  &cility  of  production  ieSsehs  the  effect  of,  and  hangs  as  a 
dead  weight  upon,  what  h^  produces.  His  levity  at  last  op- 
pressea  Hie  infinite  delight  be  takes  in  such  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  things,  creates  indiflerence  in  minds  less  susceptible  of 
pleasure  than  his  own.  He  exhausts  attention  by  being  inex- 
haustible. His  variety  cloys ;  his  rapidity  dazzles  iind  distract^ 
the  sight  The  graceful  ease  with  which  he  lends  himself  tp 
every  subject,  the  genial  spirit  with  which  he  indulges  in  every 
santim^t,  prevents  him  from  giving  their  full  fotce  to  the  masse^s 
of  things,  from  connecting  them  into  a  whole.  He  wants  in- 
tensity, strength,  and  grandeur.  His  mind  does  not  brood  over 
the  great  and  permanent ;  it  glances  over  the  sur&ces,  the  fixat 
impressions  of  things,  instead  of  grappling  ^ith  the  deep-roQt§d 
prejudices  of  the  mind,  its  inveterate  habits,  and  that  ^  perilous 
stuff  that  weighs  upon  the  heart."  His  pen,  as  it  is  rapid  and 
fanciful,  wants  momentum  and  passion.  It  requires  the  same 
principle  to  make  us  thoroughly  like  poetry  that  makes  us  like 
ourselves  so  well  the  feeling  of  continued  identity.     The  im- 
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pressions  of  Mr.  Moore's  poetry  are  detached,  desultory,  and 
physical.  Its  gorgeous  colours  brighten  and  fade  like  the  rain- 
bow's. Its  sweetness  evaporates  like  ^  the  effluvia  exhaled  ^om 
beds  of  flowers !  His  gay  laughing  style,  which  relates  to  the 
immediate  pleasures  of  love  or  wine,  is  better  than  his  senti- 
mental and  romantic  vein.  His  Irish  melodies  are  not  free  frcon 
afiectation  and  a  certain  sickliness  of  pretension.  His  serious 
descriptions  are  apt  to  run  into  flowery  tenderness.  His  pathos 
sometimes  melts  into  a  mawkish  sensibihty,  or  crystallises  into 
all  the  prettiness  of  allegorical  language,  and  glittering  hardness 
of  external  imagery.  But  he  has  wit  at  will,  and  of  the  fizst 
quality.  His  satirical  and  burlesque  poetry  is  his  best:  it  is 
first-rate.  His  Twopenny  Post-Bag  i^  a  perfect  '^  nest  of  sjnce- 
ry ;"  where  the  Cayenne  is  not  spared.  The  politician  there 
sharpens  the  poef  s  pen.  In  thi^,  too,  our  bard  resembles  the 
bee — ^he  has  its  honey  and  its  sting. 

Mr.  Moore  ought  not  to  have  written  Lalla  Rookh,  even  for 
three  thousand  guinets.  His  fame  is  worth  more  than  that 
He  should  have  minded  the  advice  of  Fadladeen.  It  is  hot, 
however,  h  failure,  so  much  as  an  evasion  and  a  consequent  dis- 
appointment of  public  expectation.  He  should  have  lefl  it  to 
others  to  break  conventions  with  nations,  and  faith  with  the 
worlds  He  should,  at  any  rate,  have  kept  his  with  the  publia 
Lalla  Rookh  is  not  what  people  wanted  to  see  whether  Mr. 
Moore  could  do — namely,  whether  he  could  write  a  long  epic 
poem.  It  is  four  short  tales.  The  interest,  however,  is  often  high- 
wrought  and  tragic,  but  the  execution  still  turns  to  the  effeminate 
and  voluptuous  side.  Fortitude  of  mind  is  the  first  requisite  of  a 
tragic  or  epic  writer.  Happiness  of  nature  and  felicity  of  genius 
axe  the  pre-eminent  characteristics  of  the  bard  of  Erin.  If  he  is 
not  perfectly  contented  with  what  he  is,  all  the  world  beside  is. 
He  had  no  temptation  to  risk  any  thing  in  adding  to  the  love 
and  admiration  of  his  age,  and  more  than  one  country. 

"  Therefore  to  be  possessed  with  doable  pomp, 
To  guard  a  title  that  was  rich  before, 
To  gild  refined  gold,  to  paint  the  lily, 
To  throw  a  perfume  on  the  violet. 
To  imooth  the  ice,  or  add  tnothfer  hoe 
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Unto  the  rainbow,  or  with  taper  light 

To  seek  the  beauteous  eye  of  heav'n  to  garnish, 

Is  wasteful  and  ridiculous  excess." 

The  same  might  be  said  of  Mr.  Moore's  seeking  to  bind  an 
epic  ciown,  or  the  shadow  of  one,  round  his  other  laurels. 

If  -Mr.  Moore  has  not  suffered  enough  personally,  Lord  By- 
ron (judging  from  the  tone  of  his  writings)  might  be  thought 
to  have  suffered  too  much  to  be  a  truly  great  poet  If  Mr. 
Moore  lays  himself  too  open  to  all  the  various  impulses  of 
things,  the  outward  shows  of  earth  and  sky,  to  every  breath  that 
blows,  to  every  stray  sentiment  that  crosses  his  fancy ;  Lord 
Byron  shuts  himself  up  too  much  in  the  impenetrable  gloom  of 
his  own  thoughts,  and  buries  the  natural  light  of  things  in 
''nook  monastic."  The  Qiaour,  the  Corsair,  Childe  Harold, 
are  all  the  same  person,  and  they  are  apparently  all  himself 
The  everlasting  repetition  of  one  subject,  the  same  dark  ground 
of  fiction,  with  the  darker  colours  of  the  poet's  mind  spread 
over  it,  the  unceasing  accumulation  of  horrors  on  horror's 
^head,  steels  the  mind  against  the  sense  of  pain  as  inevitably  as 
the  unwearied  Siren  sounds  and  luxurious  monotony  of  Mr. 
Moore's  poetry  make  it  inaccessible  to  pleasure. 

Lord  Bjrron's  poetry  is  as  morbid  as  Mr.  Moore's  is  careless 
and  dissipated.  He  has  more  depth  of  passion,  more  force  and 
impetuosity,  but  the  passion  is  always  of  the  same  unaccount- 
able character,  at  once  violent  and  sullen,  fierce  and  gloomy. 
It  is  not  the  passion  of  a  mind  struggling  with  misfortune,  or 
the  hopelessness  of  its  desires,  but  of  a  mind  preying  upon 
itself,  and  disgusted,  with,  or  indifierent  to,  all  other  things. 
There  is  nothing  less  poetical  than  this  sort  of  unaccommo- 
dating selfishness.  There  is  nothing  more  repulsive  than  this 
sort  of  ideal  absorption  of  all  the  interests  of  others,  of  the 
good  and  ills  of  life,  in  the  ruling  passion  and  moody  abstraction 
of  a  single  mind,  as  if  it  would  liiake  itself  the  centre  of  the 
universe,  and  there  was  nothing  worth  cherishing  but  its  in- 
tellectual diseases.  It  is  like  a  cancer,  eating  into  the  heart  of 
poetry.  But  still  thete  is  power:  and  power  rivets  attention 
and  forces  admiratioa  ^  He  hath  a  demon :"  an.l  that  is  the 
next  thing  to  being  full  of  the  Qod,    His  brow  collects  the 
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scattered  gloom :  his  eye  flashes  livid  fire  that  withers  and  con- 
sumes. But  still  we  watch  the  progress  of  the  scathing  bolt 
with  interest,  and  mark  the  ruin  it  leaves  behind  with  awe. 
Within  the  contracted  range  of  his  imagination,  he  has  great 
unity  and  truth  of  keeping.  He  chooses  elements  and  agents 
congenial  to  his  mind,  the  dark  and  glittering  ocean,  the  frail 
bark  hurrying  before  the  storm,  pirates  and  men  that  "  house 
on  the  wild  sea  with  wild  usages."  He  gives  the  tumultuous 
eagerness  of  action,  and  the  fixed  despair  of  thought.  In  vigour 
of  style  and  force  of  conception,  he  in  one  sense  surpasses 
every  writer  of  the  present  day.  His  indignant  apophthegms  are 
like  oracles  of  misanthropy.  He  who  wishes  for  "  a  curse  to 
kill  with,"  may  find  it  in  Lord  Byron's  writings.  Yet  he  has 
beauty  lurking  underneath  his  strength,  tenderness  sometimes 
joined  with  the  phrenzy  of  despair.  A  flash  of  golden  light 
sometipnes  follows  from  a  stroke  of  his  pencil,  like  a  falling 
meteor.  The  flowers  that  adorn  his  poetry  bloom  over  charnel- 
houses  and  the  grave ! 

There  is  one  subject  on  which  Lord  Byron  is  fond  of  writing, 
on  which  I  wish  he  would  not  write — Bonaparte.  Not  that 
I  quarrel  with  his  writing  for  him,  or  against  him,  but  with  his 
writing  both  for  him  and  against  him.  What  right  has  he  to 
do  this?  Bonaparte's  character,  be  it  what  else  it  may,  does 
not  change  every  hour  according  to  his  Lordship's  varying 
humour.  He  is  not  a  pipe  for  Fortune's  finger,  or  for  his  Lord- 
ship's Muse,  to  play  what  stop  she  pleases  on.  Why  should 
Lord  Byron  now  laud  him  to  the  skies  in  the  hour  of  success, 
and  then  peevishly  wreak  his  disappointment  on  the  god  of  his 
idolatry?  The  man  he  writes  of  does  not  rise  or  fall  with 
circumstances :  but  '^  looks  on  tempests  and  is  never  shaken.-' 
Besides,  he  is  a  subject  for  history,  and  not  for  poetry. 

"  Great  princes'  favourites  their  fair  leaves  spread. 

But  as  the  marigold  at  the  sun's  eye, 
And  in  themselves  t^eir  pride  lies  buried ; 

For  at  a  frown  they  in  their  glory  die. 
The  painftil  warrior,  famoused  for  fight, 

After  a  thousand  victories  once  foil'd, 
Is  from  the  book  of  honour  razed  quite. 

And  all  the  rest  forgot  for  which  he  toil'd." 
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If  Lord  Byron  will  write  anything  more  on  this  hazardous 
theme,  let  him  take  these  lines  of  Shakspeare  for  his  guide,  and 
finish  them  in  the  spirit  of  the  original — ^they  will  then  be 
worthy  of  V  the  subject 

Walter  Scott  is  the  most  popular  of  all  the  poets  of  the  present 
day,  and  deservedly  so.  He  describes  that  which  is  most  easily 
and  generally  understood  with  more  vivacity  and  effect  than 
anybody  else.  He  has  no  excellences,  either  of  a  lofty  or  re- 
condite kind,  which  lie  beyond  the  reach  of  the  most  ordinary 
capacity  to  find  out ;  but  he  has  all  the  good  qualities  which  all 
the  world  agree  to  understand.  His  style  is  clear,  flowing,  and 
transparent :  his  sentiments,  of  which  his  style  is  an  easy  and 
natural  medium,  are  common  to  him  with  his  readera  He  has 
none  of  Mr.  Wordsworth's  idiosyncrasy.  He  difiers  finom  his 
readers  only  in  a  greater  range  of  knowledge  and  facility  of  ex- 
pression. His  poetry  belongs  to  the  class  of  impravisatori  poetry. 
It  has  neither  depth,  height,  nor  breadth  in  it ;  neither  uncom- 
mon strength,  nor  uncommon  refinement  of  thought,  sentiment^ 
or  language.  It  has  no  originality.  But  if  this  author  has  no 
research,  no  moving  power  in  his  own  breast,  he  relies  with  the 
greater  safety  and  success  on  the  force  of  his  subject.  He  se- 
lects a  story  such  as  is  sure  to  please,  full  of  incidents,  characters, 
peculiar  manners,  costume,  and  scenery;  and  he  tells  it  in  -a 
way  that  can  offend  no  one.  He  never  wearies  or  disappoints 
you.  He  is  communicative  and  garrulous ;  but  he  is  not  his 
own  hero.  He  never  obtrudes  himself  on  your  notice  to  prevent 
your  seeing  the  subject.  What  passes  in  the  poem  passes  much 
as  it  would  have  done  in  reality.  The  author  has  little  or 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  Mr.  Scott  has  great  intuitive  power  of 
fancy,  great  vividness  of  pencil  in  placing  external  objects  and 
events  before  the  eye.  The  force  of  his  mind  is  picturesque, 
rather  than  moral  He  gives  more  of  the  features  of  nature  than 
the  soul  of  passion.  He  conveys  the  distinct  outlines  and  visi- 
ble changes  in  outward  objects,  rather  than  "  their  mortal  con- 
sequences." He  is  very  inferior  to  Lord  Byron  in  intense 
passion,  to  Moore  in  delightful  fancy,  to  Mr.  Wordsworth  in 
profound  sentiment:  but  he  has  more  picturesque  power  than 
any  of  them ;  that  is,  he  places  the  objects  themselves,  about 
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which  thep  might  feel  and  think,  in  a  much  more  striking  point 
of  view,  with  greater  variety  of  dress  and  attitude,  and  with 
more  local  truth  of  colouring.  His  imagery  is  Gothic  and 
grotesque.  The  manners  and  actions  have  the  interest  and 
curiosity  belonging  to  a  wild  country  and  a  distant  period  of 
time.  Few  descriptions  have  a  more  complete  reality,  a  more 
striking  appearance  of  life  and  motion,  than  that  of  the  warriors 
in  the  Lady  of  the  Lake,  who  start  up  at  the  command  of 
Roderick  Dhu,  from  their  concealment  under  the  fern,  and  dis- 
appear again  in  an  instant.  The  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel  and 
Marmion  are  the  first,  and  perhaps  the  best,  of  his  works.  The 
Croblin  Page,  in  the  first  of  these,  is  a  very  interesting  and  in- 
scrutable little  personage.  In  reading  these  poems,  I  confess  I 
am  a  little  disconcerted,  in  turning  over  the  page,  to  find  Mr. 
WestalPs  pictures,  which  always  aeem  fac-simUes  of  the  persons 
represented,  with  ancient  costume  and  a  theatrical  air.  This 
may  be  a  compliment  to  Mr.  Westall,  but  it  is  not  one  to  Walter 
Scott  The  truth  is,  there  is  a  modem  air  in  the  midst  of  the 
antiquarian  research  of  Mr.  Scott's  poetry.  It  is  history  or  tra* 
dition  in  masquerade.  Not  only  the  crust  of  old  words  and 
images  is  worn  off  with  time, — the  substance  is  grown  compara- 
tively light  and  worthless.  The  forms  are  old  and  uncouth ; 
but  the  spirit  is  effeminate  and  frivolous.  This  is  a  deduction 
from  the  praise  I  have  given  to  his  pencil  for  extreme  fidelity, 
though  it  has  been  no  obstacle  to  its  drawing-room  success.  He 
has  just  hit  the  town  between  the  romantic  and  the  fashionable ; 
and,  between  the  two,  secured  ail  classes  of  readers  on  his  side. 
In  a  word,  I  conceive  that  he  is  to  the  great  poet  what  an  excel- 
lent mimic  is  to  a  great  actor.  There  is  no  determinate  impres- 
sion left  on  the  mind  by  reading  his  poetry.  It  has  no  results 
The  reader  rises  up  from  the  perusal  with  new  images  and 
associations,  but  he  remains  the  same  man  that  he  was  before. 
A  great  mind  is  one  that  moulds  the  minds  of  others.  Mr. 
Scott  has  put  the  Border  Minstrelsy  and  scattered  traditions  of 
the  country  into  easy,  animated  verse.  But  the  Notes  to  his 
poems  are  just  as  entertaining  as  the  poems  themselves,  and  his 
poems  are  only  entertaining. 
Mr.  Wordsworth  is  the  most  original  poet  now  living.    He 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


186  ON  THE  LIVING  VGETB.  [LBisrau.Tm. 

is  the  reyene  of  Walter  Scott  in  his  defects  and  excellencea 
He  has  nearly  all  that  the  other  wants,  and  wants  all  that  the 
other  possesses.  His  poetry  is  not  external,  but  internal;  it 
does  not  depend  upon  tradition,  or  story,  or  old  song ;  he  fur- 
nishes it  from  his  own  mind,  and  is  his  own  subject  He  is  the 
poet  of  mere  sentiment  Of  many  of  the  Lyrical  Ballads,  it  is 
not  possible  to  speak  in  terms  of  too  high  praise,  such  as  Hart- 
leap'  Well,  the  Banks  of  the  Wye,  Poor  Susan,  parts  of  the 
Leech^therer,  the  lines  to  a  Cuckoo,  to  a  Daisy,  the  Com- 
plaint, several  of  the  Sonnets,  and  a  hundred  others  of  incon- 
ceivable beauty,  of  perfect  originality  and  pathos.  They  open 
a  finer  and  deeper  vein  of  thought  and  feeling  than  any  poet  in 
modern  times  has  done,  or  attempted.  He  has  produced  a 
deeper  impression,  and  on  a  smaller  circle,  than  any  other  of  his 
contemporaries.  His  powers  have  been  mistaken  by  the  age, 
nor  does  he  exactly  understand  them  himself  He  cannot  form 
a  whole.  He  has  not  the  constructive  faculty.  He  can  give 
only  the  fine  tones  of  thought,  drawn  from  his  mind  by  accident 
or  nature,  like  the  sounds  drawn  from  the  .£olian  harp  by  the 
wandering  gale. — He  is  totally  deficient  in  all  the  machinery 
of  poetry.  His  Excursion^  taken  as  a  whole,  notwithstanding 
the  noble  materials  thrown  away  in  it,  is  a  proof  this.  The 
line  labours,  the  sentiment  moves  slow,  but  the  poem  stands 
stock-still.  The  reader  makes  no  way  from  the  first  line  to  the 
last.  It  is  more  than  anything  in  the  world  like  Robinson 
Crusoe's  boat,  which  would  have  been  an  excellent  good  boat, 
and  would  have  carried  him  to  the  other  side  of  the  globe,  but 
that  he  could  not  get  it  out  of  the  sand  where  it  stuck  fast  I 
did  what  little  I  could  to  help  to  launch  it  at  the  time,  but  it 
would  not  do.  I  am  not,  however,  one  of  those  who  laugh  at 
the  attempts  or  failures  of  men  of  genius.  It  is  not  my  way  to 
cry  '^  Long  life  to  the  conqueror."  Success  and  desert  are  not 
with  me  synonymous  terms;  and  the  less  Mr.  Wordsworth's 
general  merits  have  been  understood,  the  more  necessary  is  it  to 
insist  upon  them.  This  is  not  the  place  to  repeat  what  I  have 
already  said  on  the  subject  The  reader  may  turn  to  it  in  the 
Round  Table.*    I  do  not  think,  however,  there  is  anything  in 

*  The  cziticifm  referred  to  will  be  found  ia  the  Appendix. 
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the  larger  poem  equal  to  many  of  the  detached  pieces  in  the 
L3rrical  Ballads.  As  Mr.  Wordsworth's  poems  have  been  little 
known  io  the  public,  or  chiefly  through  garbled  extracts  from 
them,  I  will  here  give  an  entire  poem  (one  that  has  always  been 
a  favourite  with  me,)  that  the  reader  may  know  what  it  is  that 
the  admirers  of  this  author  find  to  be  delighted  with  in  his 
poetry.  Those  who  do  not  feel  the  beauty  and  the  force  of  it 
may  save  themselves  the  trouble  of  inquiring  farther. 

HART-LEAP  WELL. 

"  The  knight  had  ridden  down  from  Wensley  moor 
With  the  slow  motion  of  a  summer's  cloud ; 
He  turned  aside  towards  a  vassal's  door, 
And,  *  Bring  another  horse !'  he  cried  aloud. 

Another  horse !' — ^That  shout  the  vassal  heard, 

And  saddled  his  hest  steed,  a  comely  gray; 
Sir  Walter  mounted  him ;  he  was  the  third 
.  Which  he  had  mounted  on  that  glorious  day. 

Joy  sparkled  in  the  prancing  courser's  eyes ; 

The  horse  and  horseman  are  a  happy  pair ; 
But,  though  Sir  Walter  like  a  falcon  flies. 

There  is  a  doleful  silence  in  the  air. 

A  rout  this  morning  left  Sir  Walter's  hall, 
That  as  they  galloped  made  the  echoes  roar ; 

But  horse  and  man  are  vanished,  one  and  all ; 
Such  race,  I  think,  was  never  seen  before. 

Sir  Walter,  restless  as  a  veering  wind, 
Calls  to  the  few  tired  dogs  that  yet  remain : 

Brach,  Swift,  and  Music,  noblest  of  their  kind. 
Follow,  and  up  the  weary  mountain  strain. 

The  knight  hallooed,  he  chid  and  cheered  them  on 
With  suppliant  gestures  and  upbraidings  stem ; 

But  breath  and  eye-sight  fail ;  and,  one  by  one. 
The  dogs  are  stretched  among  the  mountain  fern. 

Where  is  the  throng,  the  tumult  of  the  racel 

The  bugles  that  so  joyfully  wero  blown  1 
--This  chase  it  looks  not  like  an  earthly  chase ; 

Sir  Walter  and  the  hart  are  left  alone. 
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The  poor  hart  toUs  along  the  nwDntain  ado; 

I  will  not  itop  to  tell  bow  fiur  be  fled, 
Nor  will  I  mentioii  by  what  death  he  died ; 

But  now  the  knight  beholds  him  lying  dead. 

DisDiounting  then,  be  leaned  against  a  thorn ; 

He  had  no  follower,  dog,  nor  man,  nor  boy : 
He  neither  smacked  his  whip  nor  blew  his  bom, 

Bnt  gazed  upon  the  spoil  with  silent  joy. 

Close  to  the  thorn  on  which  Sir  Walter  leaned, 
Stood  his  dumb  partner  in  this  glorious  act; 

Weak  as  a  lamb  the  hour  that  it  is  yeaned ; 
And  foaming  like  a  mountain  cataract 

Upon  his  side  the  hart  was  lying  stretched : 
EQs  nose  half-touched  a  spring  beneath  a  hill. 

And  with  the  last  deep  groan  his  breath  had  fetched 
The  waters  of  the  spring  were  trembling  still. 

And  now,  too  happ^  for  repoae  or  rest, 
(Was  never  man  in  such  a  joyful  case !) 

Sir  Walter  walked  all  round,  liorth,  south,  and  west, 
And  gazed,  and  gazed  upon  that  darling  place. 

And  climbing  up  the  hill~(it  was  at  least, 
Nine  roods  of  sheer  ascent)  Sir  Walter  found, 

Three  seTeral  hoof-marks  which  the  hunted  beast 
Had  left  imprinted  on  the  verdant  ground. 

Sir  Walter  wiped  his  face  and  cried,  '  Till  now 
Such  sight  was  never  seen  by  living  eyes : 

Three  leaps  have  borne  him  from  this  lofty  brow, 
Down  to  the  very  fountain  where  he  Ues. 

ni  build  a  pleasure-house  upon  this  spot, 
And  a  small  arbour,  made  for  rural  joy; 

HTwill  be  the  traveller's  shed,  the  pilgrim's  cot, 
A  place  of  love  for  damsels  that  are  coy. 

A  cunning  artist  will  I  have  to  frame 
A  basin  for  that  fountain  in  the  dell ; 

And  they,  who  do  make  mention  of  the  same 
From  this  day  forth,  shall  call  it  Hart-leap  Wsll. 

And,  gallant  brute  I  to  make  thy  praises  known, 
Another  monument  shall  here  be  raised ; 

Three  several  pillars,  each  a  rough-hewn  stone, 
And  planted  where  thy  hpofi  the  turf  have  graiad. 
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And,  in  the  sammcir-time  when  dftys  are  Umg^ 

I  wiU  come  hither  with  my  puamonr ; 
And  with  the  dancen,  and  the  minstiers  mmg. 

We  will  make  meny  in  that  pleaaant  bower* 

T31  the  fonndatione  of  the  monntaine  fail,  ' 
My  mansion  with  its  arbour  shall  endure ; — 

The  joy  of  them  who  till  the  fields  of  Swale, 
And  them  who  dwdl  among  the  woods  of  Ure !' 

Then  home  he  went,  and  left  the  hart,  stone  dead, 

With  breathless  nostrils  stretched  above  the  spring, 
— Soon  did  the  kpight  perforin  what  he  had  said, 
And  far  and  wide  the  fame  thereof  did  ring. 

Ere  thrice  the  moon  into  her  port  had  steered, 

A  cup  of  stone  received  the  living  well ; 
Three  pillars  of  rude  stone  Sir  Walter  reared. 

And  built  a  house  of  pleasure  in  the  dell. 

And  near  the  fountain,  flowers  of  stature  tall 

With  trailing  plants  and  trees  were  intertwined^-— 

Which  soon  composed  a  little  sylvan  hail, 
A  leafy  shelter  from  the  sun  and  wind. 

And  thither,  when  the  summer-days  were  long. 

Sir  Walter  journeyed  with  his  paramour ; 
And  with  the  dancers  and  the  minstrel's  song 

Made  merriment  within  that  pleasant  bower. 

The  knight,  Sir  Walter,  died  in  course  of  time, 

And  his  bones  lie  in  his  paternal  vale. — 
But  there  is  matter  for  a  second  rhyme, 

And  I  to  this  would  add  another  tale." 


PAKT  8EQOND. 

"  The  moving  accident  is  not  my  trade: 
To  freeze  the  blood  I  have  no  ready  arts : 
Tii  my  delight,  abne  in  summer  shade, 
To  pipe  a  simple  song  for  thinking  hearts. 

As  I  from  Hawes  to  Richmond  did  repair, 
It  chanced  that  I  saw  standing  in  a  dell 

Three  aspens  at  three  comers  of  a  square. 
And  one,  not  four  yards  distant,  near  a  wdL 
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What  this  imported  I  could  ill  divine : 
And,  pulling  now  the  rein  my  horse  to  stop,- 

I  saw  three  pillars  standing  in  a  line. 
The  last  stone  pillar  on  a  dark  hill-top. 

The  trees  were  gray,  with  neither  arms  nor  head ; 

Half-wasted  the  square  mound  of  tawny  green ; 
So  that  you  just  might  say,  as  then  I  said, 

'  Here  in  old  time  the  hand  of  man  hath  heen.' 

I  looked  upon  the  hill  hoth  far  and  near, 

More  doleful  place  did  never  eye  survey ; 
It  seemed  as  if  the  spring-time  came  not  here> 

And  Nature  here  were  willing  to  decay. 

I  stood  in  various  thoughts  and  fancies  lost, 
When  one,  who  was  in  shepherd's  garb  attired. 

Came  up  the  hollow : — Him  did  1  accost, 
And  what  this  place  might  be  I  then  inquired. 

The  shepherd  stopped,  and  that  same  story  told 
Which  in  my  former  rhyme  I  have  rehearsed. 

*  A  jolly  place,'  said  he,  *  in  times  of  old  ! 
But  something  ails  it  now ;  the  spot  is  curst 

You  see  these  Kfeless  stumps  of  aspen  wood — 
Some  say  that  they  are  beeches,  others  elms — 

These  were  the  bower ;  and  here  a  mansion  stood, 
The  finest  palace  of  a  hundred  realms ! 

The  arbour  does  its  own  condition  tell ; 

You  see  the  stones,  the  fountain,  and  the  stream ; 
But  as  to  the  great  lodge !  you  might  as  well 

Hunt  half  a  day  for  a  forgotten  dream. 

There's  neither  dog  nor  heifer,  horse  nor  sheep, 
Will  wet  his  lips  within  that  cup  of  stone ; 

And  oftentimes,  when  all  are  fast  asleep. 
This  water  doth  send  forth  a  dolorous  groan. 

Some  say  that  here  a  murder  has  been  done, 
And  blood  cries  out  for  blood :  but,  for  my  part, 

Fve  guessed,  when  Pve  been  sitting  in  the  sun. 
That  it  was  all  for  that  unhappy  hart. 

What  thoughts  must  through  the  creature's  bram  have  passed ! 

Even  from  the  topmost  stone,  upon  the  steep. 
Are  but  three  bounds — and  look,  Sir,  at  this  j 

O  Master!  it  has  been  a  cruel  leap. 
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For  thirteen  hours  he  ran  a  tieflperate  race ; 

And  in  my  fdmple  mind  vre  cannot  tell 
What  cause  the  hart  might  have  to  love  this  place, 

And  come  and  make  his  death-bed  near  the  well. 

Here  on  the  grass  perhaps  asleep  he  sank, 
Lulled  by  this  fountain  in  the  summer-tide ; 

This  water  was  perhaps  the  first  he  drank 
When  he  had  wandered  from  bis  mother's  side. 

In  April  here  beneath  the  scented  thorn 

He  heard  the  birds  their  morning  carols  sing ; 

And  he,  perhaps,  for  aught  we  know,  was  bom 
Not  half  a  furlong  from  that  self-same  spring. 

But  now  here's  neither  grass  nor  pleasant  shade ; 

The  sun  on  drearier  hollow  never  shone ; 
So  will  it  be,  as  I  have  often  said. 

Till  trees,  and  stones,  and  fountain  all  are  gone.' 

* Ghray-headed  Shepherd,  thou  hast  spoken  well; 

Small  difference  lies  between  thy  creed  and  mine : 
This  beast  not  unobserved  by  Nature  fell ; 

His  death  was  mourned  by  sympathy  divine. 

The  Being' that  is  in  the  clouds  and  air. 
That  is  in  the  green  leaves  among  the  groves, 

Maintains  a  deep  and  reverential  care 
For  the  unoffending  creatures  whom  he  loves. 

The  pleasure-house  is  dust :— behind,  before. 
This  is  no  common  waste,  no  common  gloom ; 

But  Nature,  in  due  course  of  time,  once  more 
Shall  here  put  on  her  beauty  and  her  bloom. 

She  leaves  the  objects  to  a  slow  decay, 
That  what  we  are,  and  have  been,  may  be  known ; 

But,  at  the  coming  of  the  milder  day, 
These  monuments  shall  all  be  overgrown. 

One  lesson,  Shepherd,  let  us  two  divide. 
Taught  both  by  what  she  shows,  and  what  conceals, 

Never  to  blend  our  pleasure  or  our  pride 

With  sorrow  of  the  meanest  thing  that  feels.' " 

Mr.  Wordsworth  is  at  the  head  of  that  which  has  been  de- 
nominated the  Lake  school  of  poetry ;  a  school  which,  with  all 
my  respect  for  it,  I  do  not  think  sacred  from  criticism  or  exempt 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


192  ON  THE  UTXNQ  POETS.  [LEcnuTin. 

from  faults,  of  some  of  which  faults  I  shaU  qpeak  with  becoming 
frankness ;  for  I  do  not  see  that  the  liberty  of  the  press  ought  to 
be  shackled,  or  freedom  of  speech  curtailed,  to  screen  either  its 
revolutionary  or  renegado  extravagances.  This  school  of  poetry 
had  its  origin  in  the  French  revolution,  or  rather  in  those  senti- 
ments and  opinions  which  produced  that  revolution ;  and  which 
sentiments  and  opinions  were  indirectly  imported  into  this  coun- 
try in  translations  from  the  Grerman  about  that  period.  Our 
poetical  literature  had,  towards  the  close  of  the  last  century, 
degenerated  into  the  most  trite,  insipid,  and  mechanical  of  all 
things,  in  the  hands  of  the  followers  of  Pope  and  the  old  French 
school  of  poetry.  It  wanted  something  to  stir  it  up,  and  it  found 
that  something  in  the  principles  and  events  of  the  French  revo- 
lution. From  the  impulse  it  thus  received,  it  rose  at  once  from 
the  most  servile  imitation  and  tamest  common-place  to  the  utmost 
pitch  of  singularity  and  paradox.  The  change  in  the  belles- 
lettres  was  as  complete,  and  to  many  persons  as  Startling,  as  the 
change  in  politics  with  which  it  went  hand  in  hand.  There 
was  a  mighty  ferment  in  the  heads  of  statesmen  and  poets,  kings 
and  people. — According  to  the  prevailing  notions,  all  was  to  be 
natural  and  new.  Nothing  that  was  established  was  to  be  tol- 
erated. All  the  common-place  figures  of  poetry,  tropes,  allego- 
ries, personifications,  with  the  whole  heathen  mythology,  were 
instantly  discarded;  a  classical  allusion  was  considered  as  a 
piece  of  antiquated  foppery ;  capital  letters  were  no  more  allowed 
in  print  than  letters-patent  of  nobility  were  permitted  in  real  life ; 
kings  and  queens  were  dethroned  from  their  rank  and  station  in 
legitimate  tragedy  or  epic  poetry,  as  they  weie  decapitated  else- 
where ;  rh3rme  was  looked  upon  as  a  relic  of  the  feudal  system, 
and  regular  metre  was  abolished  along  with  regular  govern- 
ment.— Authority  and  fashion,  elegance  or  arrangement,  were 
hooted  out  of  countenance,  as  pedantry  and  prejudice.  Every- 
one did  that  which  was  good  in  bis  own  eyes.  The  object  was 
to  reduce  all  things  to  an  absolute  level;  and  a  singularly 
aflfected  and  outrageous  simplicity  prevailed  in  dress  and  man 
ners,  in  style  and  sentiment.  A  striking  effect  produced  where 
it  was  least  expected,  something  new  and  original,  no  matter 
whether  good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  whether  mean  or  lofiy,  ejf 
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trayagant  or  childish,  was  all  that  was  aimed  at,  or  considered 
as  compatible  with  sound  philosophy  and  an  age  of  reason. 
The  licentiousness  grew  extreme:  Coryate's  Crudities  wer» 
nothing  to  it  The  world  was  to  be  turned  topsy-turvy ;  and 
poetry,  by  the  good  will  of  our  Adam-wits,  was  to  share  its  fate, 
and  begin  de  novo.  It  was  a  time  of  promise,  a  renewal  of  &e 
world  and  of  letters ;  and  the  Deucalions,  who  were  to  perform 
tiiis  feat  of  regeneration,  were  the  present  poet-laureat  and  the  *  . 
two  authors  of  the  Ijfncxl  Ballads.  The  Germans,  who  made 
heroes  of  robbers,  and  honest  women  of  cast-off  mistresses,  had 
already  exhausted  the  extravagant  and  marvellous  in  sentiment 
and  situation ;  our  native  writers  adopted  a  wonderful  simplicity 
of  style  and  matter.  The  paradox  they  set  out  with  was  that  all 
things  are  by  nature  equally  fit  subjects  for  poetry ;  or  that,  if 
there  is  any  preference  to  be  given,  those  that  are  the  meanest 
and  most  unpromising  are  the  best,  as  they  leave  the  greatest 
scope  for  the  unbounded  stores  of  thought  and  fancy  in  the 
writer's  own  mind.  Poetry  had  with  them  "  neither  buttress 
nor  coigne  of  vantage  to  make  its  pendant  bed  and  procreant 
cradle."  It  was  not  "  bom  so  high :  its  aiery  buildeth  in  the 
cedar's  top,  and  dallies  with  the  wind,  and  scorns  the  sun."  It 
grew  like  a  mushroom  out  of  the  ground ;  or  was  hidden  in  it 
like  a  truffle,  which  it  required  a  particular  sagacity  and  indus- 
try to  find  out  and  dig  up.  They  founded  the  new  school  on  a 
principle  of  sheer  humanity,  on  pure  nature  void  of  art  It 
could  not  be  said  of  these  sweeping  reformers  and  dictators  in 
the  republic  of  letters,  that  "  in  their  train  walked  crowns  and 
crownets ;  that  realms  and  islands,  like  plates,  dropt  from  their 
pockets:"  but  they  were  surrounded,  in  company  with  the 
Muses,  by  a  mixed  rabble  of  idle  apprentices  and  Botany  Bay 
convicts,  female  vagrants,  gipsies,  meek  daughters  in  the  family 
of  Christ,  of  idiot  boys  and  mad  mothers,  and  after  them  "  owls 
and  pight-ravens  flew." — ^They  scorned  "  degrees,  priority,  and 
place,  insisture,  course,  proportion,  season,  form,  office,  and  cus- 
tom, in  ail  line  of  order:" — ^the  distinctions  of  birth,  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  fortune,  did  not  enter  into  their  abstracted,  lofty,  and 
levelling  calculation  of  human  nature.  He  who  was  more  than 
man  with  them  was  none.    They  claimed  kindred  only  with 
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the.  commonest  of  the  people :  peasants,  pediers,  and  village- 
barbers  were  their  oracles  and  bosom  friends.  Their  poetry,  in 
the  extreme  to  which  it  professedly  tended,  and  was  in  effect 
carried,  levek  all  distinctions  of  nature  and  society ;  has  ^  no 
figures  nor  no  fantasies,"  which  the  prejudices  of  superstition  or 
the  customs  of  the  world  draw  in  the  brains  of  men ;  ^  no  trivial 
fond  records"  of  all  that  has  existed  in  the  history  of  past  ages; 
%  it  has  no  adventitious  pride,  pomp,  or  circumstance,  to  set  it  off; 
^'  the  marshal's  truncheon,  nor  the  judge's  robe ;"  neither  tra- 
dition, reverence,  nor  ceremony,  ^<  that  to  great  ones  'longs :"  it 
breaks  in  pieces  the  golden  images  of  poetry,  and  defaces  its 
armorial  bearings,  to  melt  them  down  in  the  mould  of  common 
humanity  or  of  its  own  upstart  self-sufficiency.  They  took  the 
same  method  in  their  new-&ngled  "'  metre  ballad-mongering " 
scheme,  which  Rousseau  did  in  his  prose  paradoxes — of  exciting 
attention  by  reversing  the  established  standards  of  opinion  and 
estimation  in  the  world.  They  were  for  bringing  poetry  back 
to  its  primitive  simplicity  and  state  of  nature,  as  he  was  for 
bringing  society  back  to  the  savage  state :  so  that  the  only  thing 
remarkable  left  in  the  world  by  this  change  would  be  the  per- 
sons who  had  produced  it.  A  thorough  adept  in  this  school  of 
poetry  and  philanthropy  is  jealous  of  all  excellence  but  his  own. 
He  does  not  even  like  to  share  his  reputation  with  his  subject ; 
for  he  would  have  it  all  to  proceed  from  his  own  power  and 
originality  of  mind.  Such  a  one  is  slow  to  admire  anything 
that  is  admirable ;  feels  no  interest  in  what  is  most  interesting 
to  others,  no  grandeur  in  any  thing  grand,  no  beauty  in  any 
thing  beautiful.  He  tolerates  only  what  he  himself  creates ;  he 
sympathizes  only  with  what  can  enter  into  no  competition  with 
him,  with  ^  the  bare  trees  and  mountains  bare,  and  grass  in  the 
green  field."  He  sees  nothing  but  himself  and  the  universe. 
He  hates  all  greatness  and  all  pretentions  to  it,  whether  well  or 
ill  founded.  His  egotism  is  in  some  respects  a  madness ;  for  he 
scorns  even  the  admiration  of  himself,  thinking  it  a  presumption 
in  any  one  to  suppose  that  he  has  taste  or  sense  enough  to  un- 
derstand him.  He  hates  all  science  and  all  art ;  he  hates  chem- 
istry, he  hates  conchology;  he  hates  Voltaire;  he  hates  Sir 
Isaac  Newton ;  he  hates  wisdom ;  he  hates  wit;  he  hates  meta- 
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physics,  which,  he  says,  are  unintelligible,  and  yet  he  wonld  be 
thought  to  understand  them ;  he  hates  prose ;  he  hates  all  po- 
etry but  his  own ;  he  hates  the  dialogues  in  Shakspeare ;  he 
hates  music,  dancing,  and  painting ;  he  hates  Rubens,  he  hates 
Rembrandt ;  he  hates  Raphael,  he  hates  Titian ;  he  hates  Van- 
dyke ;  he  hates  the  antique  ;  he  hates  the  Apollo  Belvidere ; 
he  hates  the  Venus  of  Medicis.  This  is  the  reason  that  so  few 
people  take  an  interest  in  his  writings,  because  he  takes  an 
interest  in  nothing  that  others  do ! — The  effect  has  been  per- 
ceived as  something  odd ;  but  the  cause  or  principle  has  never 
been  distinctly  traced  to  its  source  before,  as  far  as  I  know. 
The  proofe  are  to  be  found  every  where— -in  Mr.  Southey's  Bot- 
any Bay  Eclogues,  in  his  book  of  Songs  and  Sonnets,  his  Odes 
and  Inscriptions,  so  well  parodied  in  the  Anti- Jacobin  Review, 
in  his  Joan  of  Arc,  and  last,  though  not  least,  in  his  Wat  Tyler : 

"  When  Adam  delved,  and  Eve  span, 
Where  was  then  the  gentleman  1" — 

(or  the  poet  laureat  either,  we  may  ask  ?)-— in  Mr.  Coleridge's 
Ode  to  an  Ass's  Foal,  in  his  lines  to  Sarah,  his  Religious  Mus- 
ings ;  and  in  his  and  Mr.  Wordsworth's  Lyrical  Ballads,  passim. 
Of  Mr.  Southey's  larger  epics,  I  have  but  a  faint  recollection 
at  this  distance  of  time,  but  all  that  I  remember  of  them  is  me- 
chanical and  extravagant,  heavy  and  superficial.  His  affected, 
disjointed  style  is  well  imitated  in  the  Rejected  Addresses. 
The  difference  between  him  and  Sir  Richard  Blackmore  seems 
to  be  that  the  one  is  heavy  and  the  other  light,  the  one  solemn 
and  the  other  pragmatical,  the  one  phlegmatic  and  the  other  - 
flippant ;  and  that  there  is  no  Gay  in  the  present  time  to  give 
a  Catalogue  Raisonn6  of  the  performances  of  the  living  under- 
taker of  epics.  Kehama  is  a  loose  sprawling  figure,  such  a^ 
we  see  cut  out  of  wood  or  paper,  and  pulled  or  jerked  with 
wire  or  thread,  to  make  sudden  and  surprising  motions,  without 
meaning,  grace,  or  nature  in  them.  By  far  the  best  of  his 
works  are  some  of  his  shorter  personal  compositions,  in  which 
there  is  an  ironical  mixture  of  the  quaint  and  serious,  such  as 
his  lines  on  a  picture  of  Graspar  Poussin,  the  fine  tale  of  Goal- 
berto,  his  Descnption  of  a  Pig,  and  the  Holly-tree,  which  is  an 
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affecting,  beautiful,  and  modest  retrospect  on  his  own  character. 
May  the  aspiration  with  which  it  concludes  be  fulfilled!  * — 
*  "  O  reader !  hast  thou  ever  stood  to  iee 
•The  Holly  Tree? 
The  eye  that  contemplates  it  well  perceives 

Its  glossy  leaves, 
Ordered  by  an  intelligence  so  wise 
As  might  confound  the  Atheist's  sophistries. 
Below,  a  circling  fence,  its  leaves  are  seen 

Wrinkled  and  keen ; 
No  grazing  cattle  through  their  prickly  round 

Can  reach  to  wound; 
But  as  they  grow  where  nothing  is  to  fear, 
Smooth  and  unarm'd  the  pointless  leaves  appear. 
I  love  to  view  these  things  with  curious  eyes, 

And  moralize ; 
And  in  the  wisdom  of  tlie  Holly  Tree 

Can  emblems  see 
Wherewith  perchance  to  make  a  pleasant  rhyme, 
Such  as  may  profit  in  the  ailer  time. 
So,  though  abroad  perchance  I  might  appear 

Harsh  and  austere, 
To  those  who  on  my  leisure  would  intrude 

Reserved  and  rude. 
Gentle  at  homo  amid  my  firiends  Fd  be, 
Like  the  high  leaves  upon  the  Holly  Tree. 
And  should  my  youth,  as  youth  is  apt,  I  know, 

Some  harshness  show. 
All  vain  asperities  I  day  by  day 

Would  wear  away. 
Till  the  smooth  temper  of  my  age  should  be 
Like  the' high  leaves  upon  the  Holly  Tree. 
And  as  when  all  the  summer  trees  are  seen 

So  bright  and  green. 
The  Holly  leaves  their  fadeless  hu^  display 

Less  bright  than  they. 
But  when  the  bare  and  wintry  woods  we  see, 
What  then  so  cheerful  as  the  HoUy  Tree  1 
So  serious  should  my  youth  appear  among 

The  thoughtless  throng, 
So  would  I  seem  amid  the  young  and  gay 

More  grave  than  they, 
That  in  ^y  age  as  cheerful  I  might  be 
As  the  green  winter  of  the  H(^y  Tree.'' — 
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But  the  little  he  has  done  of  true  and  sterling  excellence  is 
oyerloaded  by  the  quantity  of  indifferent  matter  which  he  turns 
out  every  year,  "  prosing  or  versing,"  with  equally  mechanical 
and  irresistible  &cility.  His  Essays,  or  political  and  moral  dis- 
quisitions, are  not  so  full  of  original  matter  as  Montaigne's. 
They  are  second  or  third  rate  compositions  in  that  class. 

It  remains  that  I  should  say  a  few  words  of  Mr.  Coleridge ; 
and  there  is  no  one  who  has  a  better  right  to  say  what  he  thinks 
of  him  than  I  haVe.  "  Is  there  here  any  dear  friend  of^Cesar  ? 
To  him  I  say,  that  Brutus's  love  to  CsBsar  was  no  less  than  his." 
But  no  matter. — His  Ancient  Mariner  is  his  most  remarkable 
performance,  and  the  only  one  that  I  could  point  out  to  any  one 
as  giving  an  adequate  idea  of  his  great  natural  powers.  It  is 
high  German,  however,  and  in  it  he  seems  to  ^'  conceive  of 
poetry  but  as  a  drunken  dream,  reckless,  careless,  and  heedless, 
of  past,  present,  and  to  come."  His  tragedies  (for  he  has  written 
two)  are  not  answerable  to  it ;  they  are,  except  a  few  poetical 
passages,  drawling  sentiment  and  metaphysical  jargon.  He 
has  no  genuine  dramatic  talent.  There  is  one  fine  passage  in 
his  Christabel,  that  which  contains  the  description  of  the  quar- 
rel between  Sir  Leoline  and  Sir  Roland  de  Vaux  of  Tryer- 
maine,  who  had  been  friends  in  youth.  • 

**  Alas !  they  had  been  friendu  in  youth, 
But  whispering  tongues  can  poison  troth ; 
And  constancy  lives  in  realms  above ! 
And  life  is  thorny !  and  youth  is  vain ; 
And  to  be  wroth  with  one  we  love, 
Doth  work  like  madness  in  the  brain : 
And  thus  it  chanc'd  as  I  divine, 
With  Roland  and  Sir  Leoline. 

Each  speak  woids  of  high  disdain 
And  insult  to  his  heart's  best  brother, 
And  parted  ne'er  to  meet  again ! 
But  neither  ever  found  another 
To  free  the  hollow  heart  from  paining— 

They  stood  aloof,  the  scars  remaining,  y 

Like  cliffs  which  had  been  rent  asunder : 
A  dreary  sea  now  flows  between, 
But  neither  heat,  nor  frost,  nor  thunder, 
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Shan  wholly  do  away  I  ween 

The  marks  of  that  which  once  hath  been. 

Sir  Leoline  a  moment's  space 
Stood  gazing  on  the  damsers  face ; 
And  the  youthful  lord  of  Tryennaine 
Came  back  upon  his  heart  again." 

It  might  seem  insidious  if  I  were  to  praise  his  ode  entitled  Fire, 
Famine,  and  Slaughter,  as  an  efiusion  of  high  poetical  enthusi- 
asm, and  strong  political  feeJing.  His  Sonnet  tcf  Schiller  conveys 
a  fine  compliment  to  the  author  of  the  Robhers,  and  an  equally 
fine  idea  of  the  state  of  youthful  enthusiasm  in  which  he  com- 
posed it. 

"  Schiller !  that  hour  I  would  have  wished  to  die, 
If  through  the  shudd'ring  midnight  I  had  sent 
From  the  dark  dungeon  of  the  tower  time-rent, 
That  fearful  voice,  a  £unish'd  fatjier's  cry — 

That  in  no  after  moment  aught  less  vast 
Might  stamp  me  mortal !    A  triumphant  shout 
Black  Horror  scream'd,  and  all  her  goblin  rout 

From  the  more  withering  scene  diminished  passed. 

Ah !  Bard  tremendous  in  sublimity ! 
•  Could  I  behold  thee  in  thy  loftier  mood, 

Wand'ring  at  eve,  with  finely  frenzied  eye, 
Beneath  some  vast  old  tempest-swinging  wood  I 
Awhile,  with  mute  awe  gazing,  I  would  brood. 
Then  weep  aloud  in  a  wild  ecstasy !" — 

His  Condones  ad  PoptUum,  Watchman,  &c.  are  dreary  trash. 
Of  his  Friend,  I  hare  spoken  the  truth  elsewhere.  But  I  may 
say  of  him  here,  that  he  is  the  only  person  I  ever  knew  who 
answered  to  the  idea  of  a  man  of  genius.  He  is  the  only 
person  from  whom  I  ever  learnt  anything.  There  is  only  one 
thing  he  could  learn  from  me  in  return,  hut  thai  he  has  not 
He  was  the  first  poet  I  ever  knew.  His  genius  at  that  time 
had  angelic  wings,  and  fed  on  manna.  He  talked  on  for  ever ; 
and  you  wished  him  to  talk  on  for  ever.  His  thoughts  did  not 
seem  to  come  with  labour  and  efibrt ;  hut  as  if  borne  on  the  gusts 
of  genius,  and  ks  if  the  wingh  of  his  imagination  lifted  him 
from  ofif  his  feist    His  voice  rolled  on  the  ear  like  the  pealing 
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organ,  and  its  sound  alone  was  the  music  of  thought.  His 
mind  was  clothed  with  wings ;  and  raised  on  them,  he  lifled 
philosophy  to  heaven.  In  his  descriptions,  you  then  saw  the 
progress  of  human  happiness  and  liberty  in  bright  and  never- 
ending  succession,  like  the  steps  of  Jacob's  ladder,  with  airy 
shapes  ascending  and  descending,  and  with  the  voice  of  Qod  at 
the  top  of  the  ladder.  And  shall  I,  who  heard  him  then,  listen 
to  him  now?  Not  I!  That  spell  is  broke ;  that  time  is  gone 
forever ;  that  voice  is  heard  no  more :  but  still  the  recollection 
comes  rushing  by  with  thoughts  of  long-past  years,  and  brings 
in  my  ears  with  never-dying  sound. 

"  What  though  the  radiance  which  was  once  lo  hzight, 
Be  now  foreTer  vanished  from  my  sight, 
Though  nothing  can  hring  hack  the  hour 
Of  glory  in  the  grass,  of  splendour  in  the  flower ; 

I  do  not  grieve,  hut  rather  find 

Strength  in  what  remains  behind ; 

In  the  primal  sympathy, 

Which  having  been,  must  ever  he ; 

In  the  soothing  thoughts  that  spring 

Out  of  human  suffering; 
In  years  that  bring  the  philosophic  mind  I" — 

I  have  thus  gone  through  the  task  I  intended,  and  have  come 
at  last  to  the  level  ground.  I  have  felt  my  subject  gradually 
sinking  from  under  me  as  I  advanced,  and  have  been  afraid  of 
ending  in  nothing.  The  interest  has  unavoidably  decreased  at 
almost  every  successive  step  of  the  progress,  like  a  play  that  has 
its  catastrophe  in  the  first  or  second  act.  This,  however,  I  could 
not  help.     I  have  done  as  well  as  I  could. 
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"  At  last  he  rose,  and  twitched  his  mantle  blue : 
To-monow  to  fresh  woods  and  pastures  new/' 

Of  all  Milton's  smaller  poems,  Lyddas  is  the  greatest  favourite 
with  me.  I  cannot  agree  to  the  charge  which  Dr.  Johnson  has 
brought  against  it  of  pedantry  and  want  of  feeling.  It  is  the 
fine  emanation  of  classical  sentiment  in  a  youthful  scholar — 
"most  musical,  most  melancholy."  A  certain  tender  gloom 
overspreads  it,  a  wayward  abstraction,  a  forgetfulness  of  his  sub- 
ject in  the  serious  reflections  that  arise  out  of  it.  The  gusts  of 
passion  come  and  go  like  the  sounds  of  music  borne  on  the 
wind.  The  loss  of  the  firiend  whose  death  he  laments  seem  to 
have  recalled,  with  double  force,  the  reality  of  those  speculations 
which  they  had  indulged  together ;  we  are  transported  to  clas- 
sic ground,  and  a  mysterious  strain  steals  responsive  on  the  ear, 
while  we  listen  to  the  poet, 

"  With  eager  thought  warbling  his  Doric  lay." 

I  shall  proceed  to  give  a  few  passages  at  length  in  support  of 
my  opinion.  The  first  I  shall  quote  is  as  remarkable  for  the 
truth  and  sweetness  of  the  natural  descriptions  as  for  the  charac- 
teristic elegance  of  the  allusions. 
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*  Together  both,  ere  the  high  lawn'appear'd 


Under  the  opening  eye-lids  of  the  morn, 

We  drove  a-field;  and  both  together  heard 

What  time  the  gray-fly  winds  her  sultry  horn. 

Battening  our  flocks  with  the  fresh  dews  of  night, 

Oft  still  the  star  that  rose  at  evening  bright 

Towards  Heaven's  descent  had  sloped  his  westering  wheel. 

Meanwhile  the  rural  ditties  were  not  mute, 

Temper'd  to  the  oaten  flute : 

Rough  satyrs  danced,  and  fauns  with  doven  heel 

From  the  glad  sound  would  not  be  absent  long, 

And  old  Dametas  loved  to  hear  our  song. 

But  oh !  the  heavy  change,  now  thou  art  gone, 

Now  thou  art  gone,  and  never  must  return ! 

Thee,  shepherd,  thee  the  woods  and  desert  caves 

With  wild  thyme  and  the  gadding  vine  o'ergrown, 

And  all  their  echoes  mourn. 

The  willows  and  the  hazel  copses  green 

Shall  now  no  more  be  seen 

Fanning  their  joyous  leaves  to  thy  soft  lays. 

As  killing  as  the  canker  to  the  rose, 

Or  taint-worn  to  the  weanling  herds  that  graze, 

Or  frost  to  flowers  that  their  gay  wardrobe  wear 

When  first  the  white-thorn  blows; 

Such,  Lycidas,  thy  loss  to  shepherd's  ear !" 

After  the  fine  apostrophe  on  Fame  which  Phcebus  is  invoked 
to  utter,  the  poet  proceeds : — 

'*  Oh  fountain  Arethuse,  and  thou  honour'd  flood. 
Smooth  sliding  Mincius,  crown'd  with  vocal  reeds, 
That  strain  I  heard  was  of  a  higher  mood; 
But  now  my  oat  proceeds, 
And  listens  to  the  herald  of  the  sea 
That  came  in  Neptune's  plea. 
He  ask'd  the  waves,  and  ask'd  the  felon  winds. 
What  hard  mishap  hath  doom'd  this  gentle  swain  1 
And  question'd  every  gust  of  rugged  winds 
That  blows  from  off  each  beaked  promontoiy. 
They  knew  not  of  his  story : 
And  sage  Hippotades  their  answer  brings, 
That  not  a  blast  was  from  his  dungeon  stray'd, 
The  air  was  calm,  and  on  the  level  brine 
Sleek  Panope  with  all  her  sisters  play'd." 

If  this  is  art,  it  is  perfect  art ;  nor  do  we  wish  for  anything 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


APPiwrDix,  I.]  ON  MILTON'S  LYCIDAS.  203 

better.  The  measure  of  the  verse,  the  very  sound  of  the  names, 
would  almost  produce  the  effect  here  described.  To  ask  the 
poet  not  to  make  use  of  such  allusions  as  these  is  to  ask  the 
painter  not  to  dip  in  the  colours  of  the  rainbow,  if  he  could. — 
In  fact,  it  is  the  common  cant  of  criticism  to  consider  every  allu- 
sion to  the  classics,  and  particularly  in  a  mind  like  Milton's,  as 
pedantry  and  affectation.  Habit  is  a  second  nature;  and,  in 
this  sense,  the  pedantry  (if  it  is  to  be  so  called)  of  the  scholastic 
enthusiast,  who  is  constantly  referring  to  images  of  which  his 
mind  is  full,  is  as  graceful  as  it  is  natural.  It  is  not  affectation 
in  him  to  recur  to  ideas  and  modes  of  expression  with  which  he 
has  the  strongest  associations,  and  in  which  he  takes  the  greatest 
delight  Milton  was  as  conversant  with  the  world  of  genius 
before  him  as  with  the  world  of  nature  about  him ;  the  fables 
of  the  ancient  mythology  were  as  familiar  to  him  as  his  dreams. 
To  be  a  pedant  is  to  see  neither  the  beauties  of  nature  nor  of 
art.  Milton  saw  both ;  and  he  made  use  of  the  one  only  to 
adorn  and  give  new  interest  to  the  other.  He  was  a  passionate 
admirer  of  nature ;  and,  in  a  single  couplet  of  his,  describing 
the  moon, — 

"  Like  one  that  had  been  led  astray- 
Through  the  heaven's  wide  pathless  way," — 

there  is  more  intense  observation,  and  intense  feeling  of  nature 
(as  if  he  had  gazed  himself  blind  in  looking  at  her,)  than  in 
twenty  volumes  of  descriptive  poetry.  But  he  added  in  his  own 
observation  of  nature  the  splendid  fictions  of  ancient  genius,  en- 
shrined her  in  the  mysteries  of  ancient  religion,  and  celebrated 
her  with  the  pomp  of  ancient  names. 

"  Next  Camus,  reverend  sire,  went  footing  slow, 
His  mantle  ajry,  and  his  bonnet  sedge, 
Inwrought  with  figures  dim,  and  on  the  edge 
like  to  that  sanguine  flower  inscribed  with  woe. 
Oh !  who  hath  reft  (quoth  he)  my  dearest  pledget 
Last  came  and  last  did  go, 
The  pilot  of  the  Galilean  lake."— 

There  is  a  wonderful  correspondence  in  the  rhythm  of  these 
lines  to  the  ideas  which  they  convey.    This  passage,  which 
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alludes  to  the  clerical  character  of  hyddcts,  has  been  found  &ult 
with,  as  combining  the  truths  of  the  Christian  religion  with  the 
fiction  of  the  Heathen  mythology.     I  conceive  there  is  very  little 
foundation  for  this  objection,  either  in  reason  or  good  taste.     I 
will  not  go  so  far  as  to  defend  Camoens,  who,  in  his  Lusiad, 
makes  Jupiter  send  Mercury  with  a  dream  to  propagate  the 
Catholic  religion ;  nor  do  I  know  that  it  is  generally  proper  to 
introduce  the  two  things  in  the  same  poem,  though  I  see  no  ob- 
jection to  it  here ;  but  of  this  I  am  quite  sure,  that  there  is  no 
inconsistency  or  natural  repugnance  between  this  poetical  and 
religious  faith  in  the  same  mind.     To  the  understanding,  the 
belief  of  the  one  is  incompatible  with  that  of  the  other ;  but,  in 
the  imagination,  they  not  only  may,  but  do  constantly,  coexist 
I  will  venture  to  go  farther,  and  maintain  that  every  classical 
scholar,  however  orthodox  a  Christian  he  may  be,  is  an  honest 
Heathen  at  heart.     This  requires  explanation. — Whoever,  then, 
attaches  a  reality  to  any  idea  beyond  the  mere  name,  has,  to  a 
certain  extent  (though  not  an  abstract,)  an  habitual  and  practical 
belief  in  it.     Now,  to  any  one  familiar  with  the  names  of  the 
personages  of  the  Heathen  mythology,  they  convey  a  positive 
identity  beyond  the  mere  name.     We  refer  them  to  something 
out  of  ourselves.     It  is  only  by  an  effort  of  abstraction  that  we 
divest  ourselves  of  the  idea  of  their  reality ;  all  our  involuntary 
prejudices  are  on  their  side.      This  is  enough  for  the  poet. 
They  impose  on  the  imagination  by  all  the  attractions  of  beauty 
and  grandeur.     They  come  down  to  us  in  sculpture  and  in 
song.     We  have  the  same  associations  with  them  as  if  they  had 
really  been :  for  the  belief  of  the  fiction  in  ancient  times  has 
produced  all  the  same  effect  as  the  reality  could  have  done.     It. 
was  a  reality  to  the  minds  of  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans, 
and  through  them  it  is  reflected  to  us.     And,  as  we  shape  towers, 
and  men,  and  armed  steeds,  out  of  the  broken  clouds  that  glitter 
in  the  distant  horizon,  so,  throned  above  the  ruins  of  the  ancient 
world,  Jupiter  still  nods  sublime  on  the  top  of  blue  Olympus, 
Hercules  leans  upon  his  club,  Apollo  has  not  laid  aside  his  bow, 
nor  Neptune  his  trident ;  the  sea-gods  ride  upon  the  sounding 
waves,  the  long  procession  of  heroes  and  demi-gods  passes  in 
endless  review  before  us,  and  still  we  hear 
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"  The  mufies  in  a  ring 
Aye  round  about  Jove's  altar  sing : 


Have  sight  of  Proteus  coming  from  the  sea, 
And  hear  old  Triton  blow  his  wreathed  horn." 

If  all  these  mighty  fictions  had  really  existed,  they  could  have 
done  no  more  for  us ! — I  shall  only  give  one  other  passage  from 
Lyddas  ;  but  1  flatter  myself  that  it  will  be  a  treat  to  my  readers, 
if  they  are  not  already  familiar  with  it.  It  is  the  passage  which 
contains  that  exquisite  description  of  the  flowers : 

"  Return,  Alpheus ;  the  dread  voice  is  past 
That  shrunk  thy  streams ;  return,  Sicilian  Muse, 
And  call  the  vales,  and  bid  them  hither  cast 
Their  bells  and  flow'rets  of  a  thousand  hues. 
Ye  valleys  low,  where  the  mild  whispers  use 
Of  shades  and  wanton  winds  and  gushing  brooks, 
On  whose  fresh  lap  the  swart-star  sparely  looks, 
Throw  hither  all  your  quaint  enamell'd  eyes. 
That  on  the  green  turf  suck  the  honeyed  showers, 
And  purple  all  the  ground  with  vernal  flowers ; 
Bring  the  rathe  primrose  that  forsaken  dies, 
The  tufted  crow-toe,  and  pale  jessamine, 
The  white  pink,  and  the  pansy  freaked  with  jet, 
The  glowing  violet, 

The  musk-rose,  and  the  Well-attired  woodbine, 
With  cowslips  wan,  that  hang  the  pensive  head, 
And  every  flower,  that  sad  embroidery  wears  j 
Bid  amaranthus  all  his  beauty  shed. 
And  dafiadillies  fill  their  cups  with  tears, 
To  strew  the  laureat  herse  where  Lycid  lies. 
For  so  to  interpose  a  little  cause. 
Let  our  frail  thoughts  dally  with  false  surmise. 
Ah  me !  Whilst  thee  the  shores  and  sounding  seas 
Waft  fax  away,  where'er  thy  bones  are  hurl'd, 
Whether  beyond  the  stormy  Hebrides, 
Where  thou  perhaps  under  the  whelming  tide 
Visit'st  the  bottom  of  the  monstrous  world ; 
Or  whether  thou  to  our  moist  vows  denied, 
Sleep'st  by  the  fables  of  Bellerus  old, 
Where  the  great  vision  of  the  guarded  mount 
Looks  towards  Namancos  and  Bayona's  hold 
Look  homeward.  Angel,  now,  and  melt  with  rudi, 
And,  O  ye  Dolphins,  waft  the  haplesi  youth.'' 
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Dr.  Johnson  is  very  much  offended  at  the  introduction  of  these 
Dolphins ;  and  indeed,  if  he  had  had  to  guide  them  through  the 
waves,  he  would  have  made  much  the  same  figure  as  his  old 
friend  Dr.  Burney  does,  swimming  in  the  Thames  with  his  wig 
on,  with  the  water-nymphs,  in  the  picture  of  Barry,  at  the 
Adelphi. 

There  is  a  description  of  flowers  in  the  Winter* $  TaU^  which 
I  shall  give  as  a  parallel  to  Milton's.  I  shall  leave  my  readers 
to  decide  which  is  the  finest ;  for  I  dare  not  give  the  preference. 
Perdita  says, — 

"  Here's  flowers  for  you, 
Hot  lavender,  mints,  savouiy,  marjoram, 
The  marygold  that  goes  to  bed  with  the  sun, 
And  with  him  rises,  weeping ;  these  are  flowem 
Of  middle  summer,  and  I  think  they  are  given 
To  men  of  middle  age.    Y'  are  welcome. 

"  CamiUo.    I  should  leave  grazing,  were  I  of  your  flock, 
And  only  live  by  gazing. 

"Perdita.    Out,  alas! 
You'd  be  so  lean  that  blasts  of  January 

Would  blow  you  through  and  through.    Now,  my  ftirest  fiienda, 
I  would  I  had  some  flowers  o'  th'  spring,  that  might 
Become  your  time  of  day :  O  Proserpina, 
For  the  flowers  now  that,  frighted,  you  let  fall 
From  Dis's  wagon !  daffodils. 
That  come  before  the  swallow  dares,  and  take 
The  winds  of  March  with  beauty ;  violets  dim, 
But  sweeter  than  the  lids  of  Juno's  eyes, 
Or  Cytherea's  breath ;  pale  primroses, 
That  die  unmarried,  ere  they  can  behold 
Bright  Phoebus  in  his  strength,  a  malady 
Most  incident  to  maids ;  bold  oxlips,  and 
The  crown  imperial ;  lilies  of  all  kinds, 
The  flower  de  lis  being  one.    O  these  I  lack 
To  make  you  garlands  of,  and  my  sweet  firiend 
To  strew  him  o'er  and  o'er." 

Dr.  Johnson's  general  remark,  that  Milton's  genius  had  not 
room  to  shew  itself  in  his  smaller  pieces,  is  not  well-founded. 
Not  to  mention  LycidaSy  the  Allegro,  and  Penseroso,  it  proceeds 
on  a  false  estimate  of  the  merits  of  his  great  work,  which  is  not 
more  distinguished  by  strength  and  sublimity  than  by  tender- 
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ness  and  beauty. — The  last  were  as  essential  qualities  of  Mil- 
ton's mind  as  the  first.  The  battle  of  the  angels,  which  has 
been  commonly  considered  as  the  best  part  of  the  Pwadiu 
Losty  is  the  worst 


n. 


ON  THE   CHARACTEB   OF   MILTON'S  EVE. 

The  difference  between  the  character  of  Eve  in  Milton,  and 
Shakspeare's  female  characters  is  very  striking,  and  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  this : — ^Milton  describes  Eve  not  only  as  full  of  love 
and  tenderness  for  Adam^  but  as  the  constant  object  of  admira- 
tion in  herself.  She  is  the  idol  of  the  poet's  imagination,  and 
he  paints  her  whole  person  with  a  studied  profusion  of  charms. 
She  is  the  wife,  but  she  is  still  as  much  as  ever  the  mistress,  of 
Adam.  She  is  represented,,  indeed,  as  devoted  to  her  husband, 
as  twining  round  him  for  support,  "  as  the  vine  curls  her  ten- 
drils," but  her  own  grace  and  beauty  are  never  lost  sight  of  in 
the  picture  of  conjugal  felicity.  Adam^s  attention  and  regard 
are  as  much  to  her  as  hers  to  him  ;  for  "  in  the  first  garden  of 
their  innocence,"  he  had  no  other  objects  or  pursuits  to  distract 
his  attention ;  she  was  both  his  business  and  his  pleasure. 
Shakspeare's  females,  on  the  contrary,  seem  to  exist  only  in  their 
attachment  to  others.  They  are  pure  abstractions  of  the  afliec- 
tions.  Their  features  are  not  painted,  nor  the  colour  of  their 
hair.  Their  hearts  only  are  laid  open.  We  are  acquainted 
with  Imogen^  Miranda^  Ophelia,  or  Desdemana,  by  what  they 
thought  and  felt,  but  we  cannot  tell  whether  they  were  bJack, 
brown,  or  fair.  But  Milton's  Eve  is  all  of  ivory  and  gold. 
-  Shakspeare  seldom  tantalizes  the  reader  with  a  luxurious  dis- 
play of  the  personal  charms  of  his  heroines,  with  a  curious 
inventory  of  particular  beauties,  except  indirectly,  and  for  some 
other  purpose,  as  where  lachimo  describes  Imogen  asleep,  or  the 
old  men  in  the  WirUer^s  Tale  vie  with  each  other  in  invidious 
praise  of  Perdita,    Even  in  JvUetj  the  most  voluptuous  and 
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glowing  of  the  class  of  chaiacters  hae  spoken  of,  we  are  re- 
minded chiefly  of  circumstances  connected  with  the  phyaognomj 
of  passion,  as  in  her  leaning  with  her  cheek  upon  her  ami,  or 
which  only  convey  the  general  impression  of  enthusiasm  made 
on  her  lover's  brain.  One  thing  may  be  said,  that  Shakspeare 
had  not  the  same  opportuniti^  as  Milton :  for  his  women  were 
clothed,  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  Milton  took  Eve  at  a  con- 
siderable disadvantage  in  this  respect.  He  has  accordingly 
described  her  in  all  the  loveliness  of  nature,  tempting  to  sight 
as  the  fruit  of  the  Hesperides  guarded  by  that  Dragon  old,  her- 
self the  fairest  among  the  flowers  of  Paradise ! 

The  figures  of  both  Adam  and  Eve  are  very  prominent  in 
this  poem.  As  there  is  little  action  in  it,  the  interest  is  con- 
stantly kept  up  by  the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  imagea 
They  are  thus  introduced : 

"  Two  of  far  nobler  shape,  erect  and  tall, 
Grodlike  erect,  with  native  honour  clad, 
In  naked  majesty  seemed  lords  of  ail, 
And  worthy  seemed ;  for  in  their  looks  divine 
The  image  of  their  glorious  Maker  shone: 

Though  both 
Not  equal,  as  thdr  sex  not  equal  seem'd  *, 
For  contemplation  he  and  valour  form'd, 
For  softness  she  and  sweet  attractive  grace ; 
He  for  Qod.  only,  she  for  Giod  in  him. 
His  fair  large  front  and  eye  sublime  declared 
Absolute  rule ;  and  hyacinthine  locks 
Round  from  his  parted  forelock  manly  hung 
Clustering,  but  not  beneath  his  shoulders  broad  \ 
She  as  a  veil  down  to  the  slender  waist 
Her  unadorned  golden  tresses  wore 
Disheveled,  but  in  wanton  ringlets  wav'd 
As  the  vine  curls  her  tendrils,  which  implied 
Subjection,  but  required  with  gentle  sway, 
And  by  her  yielded,  by  him  best  receiv'd, 
Yielded  with  coy  submission,  modest  piide,  ^ 
And  sweet  reluctant  amorous  delay." 

Eve  is  not  only  represented  as  beautiful,  but  with  conacioils 
beauty.    Shakspeare's  heroines  are  almost  insenaiUe  of  thflir 
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charms,  and  wound  without  knowing  it.  They  are  not  coqueta 
If  the  salvation  of  mankind  had/  depended  upon  one  of  them, 
we  don't  know — but  the  devil  might  have  been  baulked.  This 
isrbut  a  conjecture  !  Eve  has  a  great  idea  of  herself,  and  there 
is  some  difficulty  in  prevailing  on  her  to  quit  her  own  image, 
the  first  time  she  discovers  its  reflection  in  the  water.  She  gives 
the  following  account  of  herself  to  Adam : — 

"  That  day  I  oft  remember,  when  from  aleep 
I  first  awak'd,  and  found  myself  repos'd 
Under  a  shade  of  flow'rs,  much  wond'ring  where 
And  what  I  was,  whence  thither  brought  and  how. 
Not  distant  far  from  thence  a  murmuring  sound 
Of  waters  issued  from  a  cave,  and  spread 
Into  a  liquid  plain,  then  stood  unmov'd 
Pure  as  the  expanse  of  Heav'n  ;  I  thither  went 
,         With  unexperienced  thought,  and  laid  me  down 
On  the  green  bank,  to  look  into  the  clear 
Smooth  lake,  that  to  me  seemed  another  sky : 
As  I  bent  down  to  look  just  opposite 
A  shape  within  the  wat'ry  gleam  appeared, 
Bending  to  look  on  me;  I  started  back, 
It  started  back ;  but  pleas'd  I  soon  retum'd, 
Pleas'd  it  retum'd  as  soon  with  answering  looks 
Of  sympathy  and  love." 

The  poet  afterwards  adds : — 

"  So  spake  our  general  mother,  and  with  eyes 
Of  conjugal  attraction  unreprov'd. 
And  meek  surrender,  half  embracing  lean'd 
On  our  first  father ;  half  her  swelling  breast 
Naked  met  his  under  the  flowing  gold 
Of  her  loose  tresses  hid  :  he  in  delight 
Both  of  her  beauty  and  submissive  charms 
Smird  with  superior  love,  as  Jupiter 
On  Juno  smiles,  when  he  impregns  the  clouds 
That  shed  the  May  flowera." 

The  same  thought  is  repeated  with  greater  simplicity,  and 
perhaps  even  beauty,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Fifth  Book : — 

"  So  much  the  more 
His  wonder  was  to  find  unwaken'd  Eve 
With  tresses  discomposed  and  glowing  cheek, 
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As  Uuongh  unquiet  rest :  he,  on  his  side, 
J  leaning  h&lf-rais'd  with  looks  of  cordial  love 
Hung  over  her  enamour'd,  and  beheld 
Beauty,  which,  whether  waking  or  asleep, 
Shot  forth  peculiar  graees ;  then  with  vmce 
Bfild,  as  when  2^hyTus  on  Flora  breathes, 
Her  hand  soft  touching,  whisper'd  thus :  Awake 
My  fairest,  my  espous'd,  my  latest  found, 
Heav'n's  last  best  gift,  my  ever  new  delight, 
Aw?Lke." 

The  general  style,  indeed,  in  which  Eve  is  addressed  by 
AdoMj  or  described  by  the  poet,  is  in  the  highest  strain  of  com- 
pliment:—  . 

"  When  Adam  tjius  to  Eve,    Fair  consort,  the  hour 

Of  night  approaches." 
"  To  whom  thus  Eve,  with  perfect  beauty  adorned."     \ 
"  To  whom  our  general  ancestor  replied, 

Daughter  of  God  and  Man,  accomplished  Eve." 

Eve  is  herself  so  well  convinced  that  these  epithets  are  her 
due  that  the  idea  follows  her  in  her  sleep,  and  she  dreams  of 
herself  as  the  paragon  of  nature,  the  wonder  of  the  universe : — 

"  Methought 
Close  at  mine  ear,  one  cali'd  me  forth  to  walk, 
With  gentle  voice,  I  thought  it  thine ;  it  said, 
Why  sleep'st  thou,  Eve  1  now  is  the  pleasant  time, 
The  cool,  the  silent,  save  where  silence  yields 
To  the  night-warbling  bird,  that  now  awake 
Tunes  sweetest  his  love-labour'd  song ;  now  reigns 
Full-orb'd  the  moon,  and  with  more  pleasing  light 
Shadowy  sets  off  the  face  of  things ;  in  vain 
If  none  regard ;  HeaVn  wakes  with  all  his  eyes, 
Whom  to  behold  but  thee,  Nature's  desire  1 
In  whose  sight  all  things  joy,  with  ravishment 
Attracted  by  thy  beauty  still  to  gaze." 

This  is  the  very  topic,  too,  on  which  the  Serpent  afterwards 
enlarges  with  so  much  artful  insinuation  and  fatal  consequences 
of  success.  "  So  talked  the  spirited  sly  snake." — The  con- 
clusion of  the  foregoing  scene,  in  which  Eve  relates  her  dream 
and  Adam  comforts^her,  is  such  an  exquisite  piece  of  description 
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that,  though  not  to  my  immediate  purpose,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
quoting  it : — 

"  So  cheer'd  he  his  fair  spouse,  and  she  was  cheer'd ; 
But  silently  a  gentle  tear  let  fall 
From  either  eye,  and  wip'd  them  with  her  hair ; 
Two  other  precious  drops  that  ready  stood, 
Each  in  their  crystal  slulbe,  he  ere  they  fell 
Kiss'd,  as  the  gracious  signs  of  sweet  remorse 
And  pious  awe,  that  fear'd  to  have  offended/* 

The  formal  eulogy  on  Eve  which  Adam  addresses  to  the 
Angel,  in  giving  an  account  of  his  own  creation  and  hers,  is 
full  of  elaborate  grace  : — 

"  Under  his  forming  hand  a  creature  grew,  . 

so  lovely  fiur 

That  what  seem'd  fair  in  all  the  world  seem'd  now 
Mean,  or  in  her^  summ'd  up,  in  her  contained 
And  in  her  looks,  which  from  that  time  infus'd 
Sweetness  into  my  heart,  unfelt  before, 
^nd  into  all  things  from  her  air  inspired 
The  spirit  of  love  and  amorous  delight." 

That  which  distinguishes  Milton  from  the  other  poets,  who 
have  pampered  the  eye  and  fed  the  imagination  with  exuberant 
descriptions  of  female  beauty,  is  the  moral  severity  with  which 
he  has  tempered  them.  There  is  not  a  line  in  his  works  which 
tends  to  licentiousness,  or  the  impression  of  which,  if  it  has 
such  a  tendency,  is  not  effectually  checked  by  thought  and 
sentiment.     The  following  are  two  remarkable  instances : — 

"  In  shadier  bower 
More  secret  and  sequestered,  though  but  feign'd, 
Pan  or  Sylvanus  never  slept,  nor  Nymph, 
Nor  Faunus  haunted.    Here  in  close  recess. 
With  flowers,  garlands,  and  sweet  smelling  herbs, 
Espoused  Eve  deck'd  first  her  nuptial  bed,  ^ 

And  heavenly  qmres  the  hymenosan  sung, 
What  day  the  genial  Angel  to  our  sire 
t  Brought  her  in  naked  beauty  more  adom'd, 

More  lovely  than  Pandora,  whom  the  Gods 
Endow'd  with  all  their  gifts,  and  O  too  like  ' 
In  sad  event,  when  to  th*  unwiser  son 
Of  Japhet  brought  by  Hermes,  she  ensnared 
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Mankind  by  her  fair  looks,  to  be  aveng'd 
On  him  who  had  stole  Jove's  authentic  fire." 

The  other  is  a  passage  of  extreme  beauty  and  pathos  blended 
It  is  the  one  in  which  the  Angel  is  described  as  the  gueat  of 
our  first  ancestors : — 

"  Meanwhile  at  table  Eve 
Minister'd  naked,  and  their  flowin^^  cups 
With  pleasant  liquors  crown'd :  O  innocence 
Deserving  Paradise !  if  ever,  then, 
Then  had  the  sons  of  Grod  excuse  to  have  been 
Enamoured  at  that  sight :  but  in  those  hearts 
liove  unlibidinous  reigned,  nor  jealousy- 
Was  understood,  the  injured  lover's  Hell." 

The  character  which  a  living  poet  has  given  of  Spenser 
would  be  much  more  true  of  Milton : — 

"  Yet  not  more  sweet 
Than  pure  was  he,  and  not  more  pure  than  wise; 
High  Priest  of  all  the  Muses'  mysteries." 

Spenser,  on  the  contrary,  is  very  apt  to  pry  into  mysteries  which 
do  not  belong  to  the  Muses.  Milton's  voluptuousness  is  not  las- 
civiousness  nor  sensual.  He  describes  beautiful  objects  for  their 
own  sakes.  Spenser  has  an  eye  to  the  consequences,  and  steeps 
every  thing  in  pleasure,  often  not  of  the  purest  kind.  The 
want  of  passion  has  been  brought  as  an  objection  against  Mil- 
ton, and  his  Adam  and  Eve  have  been  considered  as  rather  insipid 
personages,  wrapped  up  in  one  another,  and  who  excite  but 
little  sympathy  in  any  one  else.  I  do  not  feel  this  objection  my- 
self: I  am  content  to  be  spectator  in  such  scenes,  without  any 
other  excitement.  In  general  the  interest  in  Milton  is  essential- 
ly epic,  and  not  dramatic  ;  and  the  difference  between  the  epic 
and  the  dramatic  is  this,  that  in  the  former  the  imagination  pro- 
duces the  passion,  and  in  the  latter  the  passion  produces  the 
imagination.  The  interest  of  epic  poetry  arises  from  the  con- 
templation of  certain  objects  in  themselves  grand  and  beautiful ; 
the  interest  of  dramatic  poetry  from  sympathy  with  the  passions 
and  pursuits  of  others ;  that  is  from  the  practical  relations  of 
certain  persons  to  certain  objects,  as  depending  on  accident  or 
will 
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The  Pyramids  of  Egypt  are  epic  objects :  the  imagination  of 
them  is  necessarily  attended  with  passion ;  but  they  have  no 
dramatic  interest ;  till  circumstances  connect  them  with  some 
human  catastrophe.  Now  a  poem  might  be  constructed  almost 
entirely  of  such  images,  of  the  highest  intellectual  passion,  with 
little  dramatic  interest ;  and  it  is  in  this  way  that  Milton  has  in 
a  great  measure  constructed  his  poem.  That  is  not  its  fault, 
but  its  excellence.  The  fault  is  in  those  who  have  no  idea  but 
of  one  kind  of  interest.  But  this  question  would  lead  to  a 
longer  discussion  than  I  have  room  for  at  present.  I  shall  con- 
clude these  extracts  from  Milton  with  two  passages,  which  have 
always  appeared  to  me  to  be  highly  affecting,  and  to  contain  a 
fine  discrimination  of  character : 

"  O  unexpected  stroke,  worse  than  of  Death ! 
Must  I  thus  leave  thee,  Paradise?  thus  leave 
Thee,  native  soil,  these  happy  walks  and  shades. 
Fit  haunt  of  Gods  1    Where  I  had  hope  to  spend, 
duiet,  though  sad,  the  respite  of  that  day 
That  must  be  mortal  to  us  both.    O  flowers, 
That  never  will  in  other  climate  grow. 
My  early  visitation  and  my  last 
At  even,  which  I  bred  up  with  tender  hand 

,  From  the  first  opening  bud,  and  gave  ye  names, 
Who  now  shall  rear  ye  to  the  sun,  or  rank 
Your  tribes,  and  water  from  th'  ambrosial  fount! 
Thee,  lastly,  nuptial  bow'r,  by  me  adom'd 
With  what  to  sight  or  smell  was  sweet,  from  thee 
How  shall  I  part,  and  whither  wander  down 
Into  a  lower  world,  to  this  obscure 
And  wild  1  how  shall  we  breathe  in  other  air  « 

Less  pure,  accustom'd  to  immortal  fruits  V* 

This  is  the  lamentation  of  Eve  on  being  driven  out  of  Para- 
dise. Adam's  reflections  are  in  a  diflTerent  strain,  and  still  finer. 
After  expressing  his  submission  to  the  will  of  his  Maker,  he 
says — 

"  This  most  afflicts  me,  that  departing  hence 
As  from  his  face  I  shall  be  hid,  depriv'd 
His  blessed  countenance ;  hero  I  could  frequent 
With  worship  place  by  place  where  he  vouchsafed 
Pnwnwfrditine,  and  to  my  sons  relate, 
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On  this  mount  he  appeared,  under  this  tree 

Stood  visible,  among  these  pines  his  voice 

I  heard,  here  with  him  at  this  fountain  talk'd : 

So  many  grateful  altars  I  would  rear 

Of  grassy  turf,  and  pile  up  every  stone 

Of  lustre  from  the  brook,  in  memory 

Or  monument  to  ages,  and  thereon 

Offer  Bweetpsmelling  gums  and  fruits  and  flowers. 

In  yonder  nether  world  where  shall  I  seek 

His  bright  appearances,  or  footstep  trace  ? 

For  though  I  fled  him  angry,  yet,  recall'd 

To  life  prolong'd  and  promised  race,  I  now 

Gladly  behold  though  but  his  utmost  skirts* 

Of  glory,  and  far  off"  his  steps  adore." 


ni 

ON  MR.  Wordsworth's  foebi,  "  the  excttrsion." 

In  power  of  inteUect,  in  lofty  conception,  in  the  depth  of  feeling, 
at  once  simple  and  sublime,  which  pervades  every  part  of  it,  and 
which  gives  to  every  object  an  almost  preternatural  and  preter- 
human interest,  this  work  has  seldom  heen  surpassed.  The 
poem  of  the  Excursion  resembles  that  part  of  the  country  in 
which  the  scene  is  laid.  It  has  the  same  vastness  and  magnifi- 
cence, with  the  same  nakedness  and  confusion.  It  has  the  same 
overwhelming,  oppressive  power.  It  excites  or  recals  the  same 
sensations  which  those  who  have  traversed  that  wonderful 
scenery  must  have  felt.  We  are  surrounded  with  the  constant 
sense  and  superstitious  awe  of  the  collective  power  of  matter,  of 
the  gigantic  and  eternal  forms  of  nature,  on  which,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  time,  the  hand  of  man  has  made  no  impression. 
Here  are  no  dotted  lines,  no  hedge-row  beauties,  no  box-tree 
borders,  no  gravel  walks,  no  square  mechanic  inclosures  ;  all  is 
lef^  loose  and  irregular  in  the  rude  chaos  of  aboriginal  nature. 
The  boundaries  of  hill  and  valley  are  the  poet's  only  geography, 
where  we  wander  with  him  incessantly  over  deep  beds  of  moss 
and  waving  fern,  amidst  the  troops  of  red-deer  and  wild  animals. 
Such  is  the  severe  simplicity  of  Mr.  Wordsworth's  taste  that  X 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


APPENDIX,  m.]  ON  WORDSWORTH'S  "EXCURSION."  215 

doubt  whether  he  would  not  reject  a  dmidical  temple,  or  time- 
hallowed  ruin,  as  too  modern  and  artificial  for  his  purpose.  He 
only  familiarizes  himself  or  his  readers  with  a  stone,  covered 
with  lichens,  which  has  slept  in  the  same  spot  of  ground  from  th& 
creation  of  the  world,  or  with  the  rocky  fissure  between  two 
mountains  caused  by  thunder,  or  with  a  cavern  scooped  out  by 
the  sea.  His  mind  is,  as  it  were,  coeval  with  the  primary  forms 
of  things ;  his  imagination  holds  immediately  from  nature,  and 
^  owes  no  allegiance  "  but  "  to  the  elements." 

The  Excursion  may  be  considered  as  a  philosophical  pastoral 
poem,-^as  a  scholastic  romance.  It  is  less  a  poem  on  the 
country  than  on  the  love  of  the  country.  It  is  not  so  much  a 
description  of  natural  objects  as  of  the  feeling  associated  with 
them  ;  not  on  account  of  the  manners  of  rural  life,  but  the  result 
of  the  poet's  reflections  on  it  He  does  not  present  the  reader 
with  a  lively  succession  of  images  or  incidents,  but  paints  th& 
outgoings  of  his  own  heart,  the  shapings  of  his  own  fancy.  He 
may  be  said  to  create  his  own  materials ;  his  thoughts  are  his 
real  subject.  His  understanding  broods  over  that  which  is 
"  without  form  and  void,"  and  *'  niakes  it  pregnant."  He  sees 
all  things  in  himself  He  hardly  ever  avails  himself  of  remark- 
able objects  or  situations,  but,  in  generd,  rejects  them  as  inter- 
fering with  the  workings  of  his  own  mind,  as  disturbing  the 
smooth,  deep,  majestic  current  of  his  own  feelings.  Thus  his 
des\jriptions  of  natural  scenery  are  not  brought  home  distinctly 
to  the  naked  eye  by  forms  and  circumstances,  but  every  object  is 
seen  through  the  medium  of  innumerable  recollections,  is  clothed 
ivith  the  haze  of  imagination  like  a  glittering  vapour,  is  obscured 
with  the  excess  of  glory,  has  the  shadowy  brightness  of  a  wak- 
ing dream.  The  image  is  lost  in  the  sentiment,  as  sound  in  the 
multiplication  of  echoes, 

"And  visions,  as  prophetic  eyes  avow, 
Hang  on  each  leaf,  and  cling  to  every  bough.' 

In  describing  human  nature^  Mr.  Wordsworth  equally  shuns 
the  common  'vantage^ounds  of  popular  6tory,  of  striking  inci- 
dent, or  fatal  catastrophe,  as  cheap  and  vulgar  modes  of  produ- 
cing an  effect    He  scans  the  human  race  as  the  naturalist 
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measures  the  earth's  zone,  without  attending  to  the  picturesque 
points  of  view,  the  ahrupt  inequalities  of  surface.  He  contem- 
plates the  passions  and  habits  of  men,  not  in  their  extremes,  but 
in  the  first  elements ;  their  follies  and  vices,  not  at  their  height, 
with  all  their  embossed  evils  upon  their  heads,  but  as  lurking 
in  embryo, — the  seeds  of  the  disorder  inwoven  with  our  very 
constitution.  He  only  sympathises  with  those  simple  forms  of 
feeling  which  mingle  at  once  with  his  own  identity,  or  v^ith  the 
stream  of  general  humanity.  Tq  him  the  great  and  the  small 
are  the  same ;  the  near  and  the  ren^ote ;  what  appears,  and  what 
only  is.  The  general  and  the  permanent,  like  the  Platonic 
ideas,  are  his  only  realities.  All  accidental  varieties  and  indir 
vidual  contrasts  are  lost  in  an  endless  continuity  of  feeling  ;  like 
drops  of  water  in  the  ocean-stream !  An  intense  intellectual 
egotism  swallows  up  every  thing.  Even  the  dialogues  intro- 
duced in  the  present  volume  are  soliloquies  of  the  same  charac- 
ter, taking  different  views  of  the  subject.  The  recjuse,  the 
pastor,  and  the  pedler,  are  three  persons  in  one  poet.  I  myself 
disapprove  of  these  "interlocutions  between  I^ucius  apd  Caius" 
as  impertinent  babbling,  where  there  is  no  dramatic  distinction 
of  character.  But  the  evident  scope  and  tendency  of  Mr. 
Wordsworth's  mind  is  the  reverse  of  dramatic.  It  resists  all 
change  of  character,  all  variety  of  scenery,  all  the  bustle,  ma? 
chinery,  and  pantomime  of  the  stage,  or  of  real  life, — whatever 
might  relieve,  or  relax,  or  change  the  directiqn  of  its  own  activt 
ity,  jealous  of  all  competition.  The  power  of  his  mind  preys 
upon  itself  It  is  as  if  there  were  nothing  but  himself  and  the 
universe.  He  lives  in  the  busy  solitude  of  his  own  heart ;  in 
the  deep  silence  of  thought.  His  imagination  lends  life  and 
feeling  only  to  "  the  bare  trees  and  mountains  bare ;"  peoples 
the  viewless  tracts  pf  air,  and  converses  with  the  silent  clouds ! 
I  could  h£^ve  wished  that  our  author  had  given  to  his  work 
the  fprrn  of  a  didactic  poem  altogether,  with  only  occasional  di- 
gressions or  allusions  to  particular  instances.  But  he  has  chosen 
to  encumber  himself  with  a  load  of  narrative  and  description, 
which  sometimes  hinders  the  progress  and  effect  of  the  general 
reasoning,  and  which,  instead  of  being  inwoven  with  the  text, 
would  have  come  in  better  in  plain  prose  as  notes  at  the  end  o( 
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the  volume.     Mt.  Wordsworth,  indeed,  says  finely,  and  perhaps 
as  truly  as  finely : — 

"  Exchange  the  shepherd's  frock  of  native  gray 
For  robes  with  regal  purple  tinged ;  convert 
The  crook  into  a  sceptre ;  give  the  pomp 
Of  circumstance ;  and  here  the  tragic  Muse 
Shall  find  apt  subjects  for  her  highest  art 
Amid  the  groves,  beneath  the  shadowy  hills, 
The  generations  are  prepared ;  the  pangs, 
The  internal  pangs  are  ready ;  the  dread  strife 
Of  poor  humanity's  afflicted  will 
Struggling  in  vain  with  ruthless  destiny." 

But  he  immediately  declines  availing  himself  of  these  re- 
sources of  the  rustic  moralist :  for  the  priest,  who  officiates  as 
"  ikp  sad  historian  pf  the  pensive  plain,"  says  in  reply : — 

"  Our  system  is  not  fashioi^ed  to  preclude 
That  sympathy  which  you  for  others  ask : 
And  I  could  tell,  not  travelling  for  my  theme 
Beyond  th|3  limits  of  these  humble  graves, 
Of  strange  disasters ;  but  I  pass  them  by. 
Loth  to  disturb  what  Heaven  hath  hushed  to  peace." 

There  is,  in  fact,  in  Mr.  Wordsworth^s  mind  an  evident  re- 
pugnance to  admit  anything  that  tells  for  itself  without  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  poet,-T:a  fastidious  antipathy  to  immediate  eflfect, 
-r-a  systematic  unwillingness  to  share  the  palm  with  his  subject. 
Where,  however,  he  has  a  subject  presented  to  him,  "  such  as 
the  meeting  soul  may  pierce,''  and  to  which  he  does  not  grudge 
to  lend  the  aid  of  his  fine  genius,  his  powers  of  description  and 
fancy  seem  to  be  little  inferior  to  those  of  his  classical  predeceS' 
8or,  Akenside.  Among  several  others  lyhich  I  might  select, 
I  give  the  following  passage,  describing  the  religion  of  ancient 
Greece : — 

"  In  that  fair  clime,  the  lonely  herdsman,  stretch'd 
On  the  soft  grass  through  half  a  summer's  day, 
With  music  lulled  his  indolent  repose : 
And  in  some  fit  of  weariness,  if  he. 
When  his  own  >reath  was  silent,  chanced  to  hear 
A  distant  strain,  fkr  sweeter  than  the  sounds 
Which  his  poor  skill  coyild  make,  his  &ncy  fetch'd 
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Even  from  the  blaiing  chafiot  of  the  sun,  * 

A  beardlecH  youth,  who  touched  a  golden  lute, 

And  filled  the  UlunuxAed  groTes  with  raTkhment 

The  nightly  hunter,  lifting  up  his  eyes 

Towards  the  crescent  moon,  with  gratefiil  heart 

Called  on  the  lovely  wanderer,  who  bestowed 

That  timely  light,  to  share  his  joyous  sport : 

And  hence,  a  beaming  Goddess  with  her  Nymphs 

Across  the  lawn  and  through  the  darksome  grove, 

(Nor  unaccompanied  with  tuneful  notes 

By  echo  multipled  from  rock  cr  cave,) 

Swept  in  the  storm  of  chase,  as  moon  and  stars 

Ghuice  rapidly  along  the  clouded  heavens. 

When  winds  are  blowing  strong.    The  traveller  slaked 

His  thrist  from  rill,  or  gushing  fount,  and  thanked 

The  Naiad. — Sun-beams,  upon  distant  hills 

Gliding  apace,  with  shadows  in  their  train, 

Might,  with  small  help  from  fancy,  be  transformed 

Into  fleet  Oreads,  sporting  visibly. 

The  zephyrs  fanning  as  they  passed  their  wings. 

Lacked  not  for  love,  fair  objects,  whom  they  wooed 

With  gentle  whisper.     Withered  boughs  grotesque. 

Stripped  of  their  leaves  and  twigs  by  hoary  age^ 

From  depth  of  shaggy  covert  peeping  forth 

In  the  low  vale,  or  on  steep  mountain  side : 

And  sometimes  intermixed  with  stirring  homtf 

Of  the  live  deer,  or  goat's  depending  beard ; 

These  were  the  lurking  satyrs,  a  wild  brood 

Of  gamesome  Deities !  or  Pan  himself. 

The  simple  shepherd's  awe-inspiring  God." 

The  foregoing  is  one  of  a  succession  of  splendid  passages 
equally  enriched  with  philosophy  and  poetry,  tracing  the  fic- 
tions of  Eastern  mythology  to  the  immediate  intercourse  of  the 
imagination  with  Nature,  and  to  the  habitual  propensity  of  the 
human  mind  to  endow  the  outward  forms  of  being  with  life  and 
conscious  motion.  With  this  expansive  and  animating  princi- 
ple, Mr.  Wordsworth  has  forcibly,  but  somewhat  severely,  con- 
trasted the  cold,  narrow,  lifeless  spirit  of  modem  philosophy: — 

^'  How,  shall  our  great  discoverers  obtain 
From  sense  and  reason  less  than  these  obtained, 
Though  far  misled  ?  Shall  men  from  whom  our  age 
Unbaffled  powers  of  vision  hath  prepared 
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To  explore  the  worid  without,  and  world  within. 

Be  joyless  as  the  blind  1  Ambitious  souls 

Whom  earth  at  this  late  season  hath  produced 

To  regulate  the  moving  spheres,  and  weigh 

The  planets  in  the  hollow  of  their  hand ; 

And  they  who  rather  dive  than  soar,  whose  pains 

Have  solved  the  elements,  or  analyzed 

The  thinking  principle — shall  they  in  fact 

Prove  a  degraded  race  1  And  what  avails 
I  Renown,  if  their  presumption  make  them  such  1 

Inquire  of  ancient  wisdom ;  go,  demand 

Of  mighty  nature,  if  'twas  ever  meant 

That  we  should  pry  far  off,  yet  be  unraised : 

That  we  should  pore,  and  dwindle  as  we  pore, 

Viewing  all  objects  unremittingly 

In  disconnection  dead  and  spiritless ;  ^ 

-  And  still  dividing  and  dividing  still 

Break  down  all  grandeur,  still  unsatisfied  ' 

With  the  perverse  attempt,  while  littleness  I 

May  yet  become  more  little ;  waging  thus 

An  impious  warfare  with  the  very  life 

Of  our  own  souls ! — And  if  indeed  there  be 

An  all-pervading  spirit,  upon  whom  ' 

Our  dark  foundations  rest,  could  he  design, 

That  this  magnificent  effect  of  power, 

The  earth  we  tread,  the  sky  which  we  behold 

By  day,  and  all  the  pomp  which  night  reveals, 

That  these — and  that  superior  mystery. 

Our  vital  frame,  so  fearfully  devised. 

And  the  dread  soul  within  it— should  exist 

Only  to  be  examined,  pondered,  searched, 

Probed,  vexed,  and  criticised — ^to  be  prized 

No  more  than  as  a  mirror  that  reflects 

To  proud  self-love  her  own  intelligence  V* 

From  the  chemists  and  metaphysicians  our  author  turns  to 
the  laughing  sage  of  France,  A'^oltaire.  "  Poor  gentleman,  it 
fares  no  better  with  him,  for  he's  a  wit."  We  cannot,  however, 
agree  with  Mr.  Wordsworth,  that  Candida  is  dvU.  It  is,  if  our 
author  pleases,  '^  the  production  of  a  scoffer's  pen,"  or  it  is  any- 
thing but  dull.  It  may  not  be  proper  in  a  grave,  discreet, 
orthodox,  promising  young  divine,  who  studies  his  opinions  in 
the  contraction  or  distension  of  his  patron's  brow,  to  allow  any 
merit  to  a  work  like  Ccmdide ;  but  I  conceive  that  it  would  have 
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been  more  manly  in  Mr.  Wordsworth,  nor  do  I  think  it  would 
have  hurt  the  cause  he  espouses,  if  he  had  blotted  out  the  epithet, 
after  it  had  peevishly  escaped  him.  Whatsoever  savours  of  a 
little,  narrow,  inquisitorial  spirit,  does  not  sit  well  on  a  poet  and 
a  man  of  geniua  The  prejudices  of  a  philosopher  are  not  natu- 
ral. There  is  a  frankness  and  sincerity  of  opinion,  which  is  a 
paramount  obligation  in  all  questions  of  intellect,  though  it  may 
not  govern  the  decisions  of  the  spiritual  courts,  who  may,  how- 
ever, be  safely  left  to  take  care  of  their  own  interests.  There  is 
a  plain  directness  and  simplicity  of  understanding,  which  is  the 
only  security  against  the  evils  of  levity,  on  the  one  hand,  or  of 
hypocrisy,  on  the  other.  A  speculative  bigot  is  a  solecism  in 
the  intellectual  world.  I  can  assure  Mr.  Wordsworth  that  I 
should  not  have  bestowed  so  much  serious  consideration  on  a 
single  voluntary  perversion  of  language,  but  that  my  respect  for 
his  character  makes  me  jealous  of  his  smallest  faults  I 

With  regard  to  his  general  philippic  against  the  contracted- 
ness  and  egotism  of  philosophical  pursuits,  I  only  object  to  its 
not  being  carried  farther.  I  shall  not  affirm  with  Rousseau 
(his  authority  would  perhaps  have  little  weight  with  Mr. 
Wordsworth) — Tout  komme  refiecki  est  mechant ;  but  I  conceive 
that  the  same  reasoning  which  Mr.  Wordsworth  applies  so  elo- 
quently and  justly  to  the  natural  philosopher  and  metaphysician 
may  be  extended  to  the  moralist,  the  divine,  the  politician,  the 
ofator,  the  artist,  and  even  the  poet.  And  why  so  ?  Because 
\i^erever  an  intense  activity  is  given  to  any  one  faculty,  it  neces- 
sarily prevents  the  due  and  natural  exercise  of  others.  Hence 
all  those  professions  or  pursuits  where  the  mind  is  exclusively 
occupied  with  the  ideas  of  things  as  they  exist  in  the  imagina- 
tion or  understanding,  as  they  call  for  the  exercise  of  intellectual 
activity,  and  not  as  they  are  connected  with  practical  good  or 
evil,  must  check  the  genial  expansion  of  the  moral  sentiments 
and  social  affections ;  must  lead  to  a  cold  and  dry  abstraction,  as 
they  are  found  to  suspend  the  animal  functions  and  relax  Uhe 
bodily  frame.  Hence  the  complaint  of  the  want  of  natural  sen- 
sibility and  constitutional  warmth  of  attachment  in  those  per- 
sons who  have  been  devoted  to  the  pursuit  of  any  art  or  scieDcOy 
•—of  their  restless  morbidity  of  temperament,  and  indiffeience  to 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


APPBMDix,  in.]  ON  WORDSWORTH'S  "EXCURSION."  331 

everythiDg  that  does  not  furnish  an  occasion  for  the  display  of 
their  mental  superiority  and  the  gratification  of  their  vanity. 
The  philosophical  poet  himself,  perhaps,  owes  some  of  his  love 
of  nature  to  the  opportunity  it  afifords  him  of  analysing  his  own 
feelings  and  contemplating  his  own  powers, — of  making  every 
ohject  ahout  him  a  whole-length  mirror  to  reflect  his  favourite 
thoughts,  and  of  looking  down  on  the  frailties  of  others  in  un- 
disturhed  leisure,  and  from  a  more  dignified  height 

One  of  the  most  interesting  parts  of  this  work  is  that  In  which 
the  author  treats  of  the  French  Revolution,  and  of  the  feelings 
connected  with  it,  in  ingenuous  minds,  in  its  commencement 
and  its  progress.  The  sditary^*  who,  hy  domestic  calamities 
and  disappointments,  had  been  cut  ofif  from  society,  and  almost 
from  himself  gives  the  following  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  was  roused  from  his  melancholy : — 

"  From  that  abstraction  I  was  roused — ^and  how  1 
Even  as  a  thoughtful  shepherd  by  a  flash 
Of  lightning,  startled  in  a  gloomy  cave 
Of  these  wild  hills.    For,  lo !  the  dread  Bastile, 
With  all  the  chambers  in  its  horrid  towers, 
Fell  to  the  ground :  by  violence  o'erthrown 
Of  indignation ;  and  with  shouts  that  drowned 
The  crash  it  made  in  falling !  From  the  wreck 
A  golden  palace  rose,  or  seemed 
The  appointed  seat  of  equitable  law 
And  mild  paternal  sway.    The  potent  shock 
I  felt ;  the  transformation  I  perceived  to  rise, 
As  marvellously  seized  as  in  that  moment 
When,  from  the  blind  mist  issuing,  I  beheld  • 

Glory — ^beyond  all  glory  ever  seen, 
Dazzling  the  soul  1  Meanwhile  prophetic  harps 
In  every  grove  were  ringing,  ^  War  shall  cease : 
Did  ye  not  hear  that  conquest  is  abjured  ? 
Bring  garlands,  bring  forth  choicest  flowers,  to  deck 
The  tree  of  liberty !'— My  heart  rebounded : 
My  melancholy  voice  the  chorus  joined. 
Thus  was  I  re-converted  to  the  world ; 
Society  became  my  glittering  bride, 
And  airy  hopes  my  children.    From  the  depths 
Of  niftoral  passion  seemingly  escaped, 
• 

*  Thif  wuid  11  not  Eoglith. 
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Ajid  ■criamatinn,  cioirds  in  open  ab 
Erpnid  the  tmnnlt  of  thev  minda^  tnj  Toioe 
There  mingled,  hcaid  or  not.    And  in  atifl  gnma. 
Where  mfld  mthnwata  tnned  fcpcMJre  lay 
Of  thanks  and  erpectation,  in  aeootd 
With  their  belief,  I  sang  Satomian  mle 
Rctonied — a  progeny  of  golden  yean 
Pennitted  to  descend,  and  bless  mankind 
•        *#•#*• 

Seom  and  oontempt  forbid  me  to  proceed !      4 
Bat  hiatonr,  time's  sbtvish  scribe,  will  tdl 
How  rapidly  the  xealots  of  the  cause 
Disbanded — or  in  hostile  ranks  appeared : 
Some,  tiled  of  honest  service;  these  oatdooe, 
Disgusted,  therelbre,  or  appalled,  by  aims 
Of  fiercer  lealots. — So  contusion  reigned. 
And  the  more  faithful  were  compelled  to  exclaim, 
As  Bratas  did  to  virtae, '  Liberty, 
I  worshipped  thee,  and  find  thee  but  a  shade.' 
Such  recantation  had  for  me  no  charm, 
Nor  would  I  bend  to  rr." 

The  subject  is  afterwards  resamed,  with  the  same  magna- 
nimity and  philosophical  firmness : — 


'  For  that  other  loss, 


The  loss  of  confidence  in  social  man. 

By  the  unexpected  transports  of  our  age 

Carried  80  high,  that  every  thought — ^which  looked 

Beyond  the  temporal  destiny  of  the  kind — 

To  many  seemed  saperfloons ;  as  no  cause 

For  such  exalted  confidence  could  e'er 

Exist ;  so,  none  is  now  for  such  despair. 

The  two  extremes  are  equally  remote 

From  truth  and  reason ; — do  not,  then,  confi>mid 

One  with  the  other,  but  reject  them  both ; 

And  choose  the  middle  point,  whereon  to  build 

Sound  expectations.    This  doth  he  advise 

Who  shared  at  first  the  illusion.    At  this  day, 

When  a  Tartarian  darkness  overspreads 

The  groaning  nations ;  when  the  impious  rule^ 

By  will  or  by  established  ordinance, 

Their  own  dire  agents,  and  constrain  the  good 
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To  acts  which  they  abhor;  though  I  bewail 
This  triumph,  yet  the  pity  of  my  heart 
Prevents  me  not  from  owning  that  the  law, 
By  which  mankind  now  suffers,  is  most  just. 
For  by  superior  energies ;  more  strict 
Affiance  in  each  other ;  faith  more  firm 
In  their  unhallowed  principles ;  the  bad 
Have  fairly  earned  a  victory  o'er  the  weak, 
The  vacillating,  inconsistent  good." 

In  the  application  of  these  memorable  lines,  I  should,  perhaps, 
differ  a  Jittle  from  Mr.  Wordsworth ;  nor  can  I  indulge  with 
him  in  the  fond  conclusion  afterwards  hinted  at,  that  one  day 
fjfwr  triumph,  the  triumph  of  humanity  and  liberty,  may  be 
complete.  For  this  purpose,  I  think  several  things  necessary 
which  are  impossible.  It  is  a  consummation  which  cannot 
happen  till  the  nature  of  things  is  changed,  till  the  many  be- 
come as  united  as  the  (mt^  till,  romantic  generosity  shall  be  as 
common  as  gross  selfishness,  till  reason  shall  have  acquired  the 
obstinate  blindness  of  prejudice,  till  the  love  of  power  and  of 
change  shall  no  longer  goad  man  on  to  restless  action,  till  pas- 
sion and  will,  hope  and  fear,  love  and  hatred,  and  the  objects 
proper  to  excite  them,  that  is,  alternate  good  and  evil,  shall  no 
longer  sway  the  bosoms  and  businesses  of  men.  All  things  move, 
not  in  progress,  but  in  a  ceaseless  round ;  our  strength  lies  in 
our  weakness ;  our  virtues  are  built  on  our  vices ;  our  faculties 
are  as  limited  as  our  being ;  nor  can  we  lift  man  above  his  na- 
ture more  than  above  the  earth  he  treads.  But  though  I  cannot 
weave  over  again  the  airy,  unsubstantial  dream,  which  reason 
and  experience  have  dispelled, 

"  What  though  the  radiance,  which  was  once  so  bright. 
Be  now  for  ever  taken  from  my  sight, 
Though  nothing  can  bring  back  the  hour 
Of  glory  in  the  grass,  of  splendour  in  the  flower:"—. 

yet  I  will  never  ceara.  nor  be  prevented  from  returning  on  the 
wings  of  imagination  to  that  bright  dream  of  my  youth  ;  that 
glad  dawn  of  the  day-star  of  liberty;  that  spring  time  of  the 
world,  in  which  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  human  race 
seemed  opening  in  the  same  gay  career  with  my  own ;  when 
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France  called  her  children  to  par^ke  her  equal  blessings  be- 
neath her  laughing  skies ;  when  the  stranger  was  met  in  all 
her  villages  with  dance  and  festive  songs,  in  celebration  of  a 
new  and  golden  era ;  and  when,  to  the  retired  and  contempla- 
tive student,  the  prospects  of  human  happiness  and  glory  were 
seen  ascending  like  the  steps  of  Jacob's  ladder,  in  bright  and 
never-ending  succession.  The  dawn  of  that  day  was  suddenly- 
overcast  ;  that  season  of  hope  is  past ;  it  is  fled  with  the  other 
dreams  of  my  youth,  which  I  cannot  recal^  but  has  left  behind 
it  traces,  which  are  not  to  be  effaced  by  Birth-day  and  Thanks- 
giving odes,  or  the  chanting  of  Te  Deums  in  all  the  churches 
of  Christendom.  To  those  hopes  eternal  regrets  are  due ;  to 
those  who  maliciously  and  wilfully  blasted  them,  in  the  fear  that 
they  might  be  accomplished,  I  feel  no  less  what  I  owe — hatred 
and  scorn  as  lasting  1 

Mr.  Wordsworth's  writings  exhibit  all  the  internal  power, 
without  the  external  form,  of  poetry.  He  has  scarcely  any  of 
the  pomp  and  decoration  and  scenic  effect  of  poetry :  no  gor- 
geous palaces,  nor  solemn  temples,  awe  the  imagination;  no 
cities  rise  "  with  glistering  spires  and  pinnacles  adorned  ;"  we 
meet  with  no  knights  pricked  forth  on  airy  steeds;  no  hair- 
breadth 'scapes  and  perilous  accidents  by  food  Or  field.  Either 
from  the  predominant  habit  of  his  mind  not  requiring  the  stimu- 
lus of  outward  impressions,  or  from  the  want  of  an  imagination 
teeming  with  various  forms,  he  takes  the  common  every  day 
events  and  objects  of  nature,  or  rather  seeks  those  that  are  the 
most  simple  and  barren  of  effect ;  but  he  adds  to  them  a  weight 
of  interest  from  the  resources  of  his  own  mind,  which  makes 
the  most  insignificant  things  serious  and  even  formidable.  All 
other  interests  are  absorbed  in  the  deeper  interest  of  his  own 
thoughts,  and  find  the  same  level.  His  mind  magnifies  the 
littleness  of  his  subject,  and  raises  its  meanness ;  lends  it  his 
strength,  and  clothes  it  with  borrowed  grandeur.  With  him,  a 
mole-hill,  covered  with  wild  thyme,  assumes  the  importance  of 
"  the  great  vision  of  the  guarded  mount :"  a  puddle  is  filled  with 
preternatural  faces,  and  agitated  with  the  fiercest  storms  of 
passion. 

The  extreme  simplicity  which  some  persons  have  objected  to 
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in  Mr.  Wordsworth's  poetry,  is  to  be  found  only  in  the  subject 
and  the  style :  the  sentiments  are  subtle  and  profound.  la  the 
latter  respect,  his  poetry  is  as  much  above  the  common  standard 
or  capacity,  as  in  the  other  it  is  below  it.  His  poems  bear  a 
distant  resemblance  to  some  of  Rembrandt's  landscapes,  who, 
more  than  any  other  painter,  created  the  medium  through  which 
he  saw  nature,  and  out  of  the  stump  of  an  old  tree,  a  break  in 
the  sky,  and  a  bit  of  water,  could  produce  an  effect  almost 
miraculous. 

Mr.  Wordsworth's  poems  in  general  are  the  history  of  a  re- 
fined and  contemplative  mind,  conversant  only  with  itself  and 
nature.  An  intense  feeling*  of  the  associations  of  this  kind  is 
the  peculiar  and  characteristic  feature  of  all  his  productions.  He 
has  described  the  love  of  nature  better  than  any  other  poet. 
This  sentiment,  inly  felt  in  all  its  force,  and  sometimes  carried 
to  an  excess,  is  the  source  both  of  his  strength  and  of  his  weak- 
ness.— However  I  may  s}rmpathize  with  Mr.  Wordsworth  in  his 
attachment  to  groves  and  fields,  I  cannot  extend  the  same  ad- 
miration to  their  inhabitants,  or  to  the  manners  of  a  country  life 
in  general.  I  go  along  with  him,  while  he  is  the  subject  of  his 
own  narrative,  but  I  take  leave  of  him  when  he  makes  pedlers 
and  ploughmen  his  heroes  and  the  interpreters  of  his  sentiments. 
It  is,  I  think,  getting  into  low  company,  and  company,  besides, 
that  I  do  not  hke.  I  take  Mr.  Wordsworth  himself  for  a  great 
poet,  a  fine  moralist,  and  a  deep  philosopher ;  but  if  he  insists  on 
introducing  me  to  a  friend  of  his,  a  parish  clerk,  or  the  barber 
of  the  village,  who  is  as  wise  as  himself,  I  must  be  excused  if  I 
draw  back  with  some  little  want  of  cordial  faith.  I  am  satisfied 
with  the  friendship  which  subsisted  between  Parson  Adams  and 
Josefph  Andrews. — The  author  himself  lets  out  occasional  hints 
that  all  is  not  as  it  should  be  among  these  northern  Arcadianflr 
Though,  in  general,  he  professes  to  soften  the  harsher  feiatuiQS 
of  rustic  vice,  he  has  given  us  one  picture  of  depraved  and  in- 
veterate selfishness,  which  I  apprehend  could  only  be  found 
among  the  inhabitants  of  these  boasted  mountain  districts.  The 
account  of  one  of  his  heroines  concludes  as  follows : 

"  A  sudden  illness  seized  her  in  the  strength 
Of  life's  autumnal  season — Shall  I  tell 
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How  on  her  bed  of  death  the  matron  lay, 
To  Providence  submissive,  so  she  thought ; 
But  fretted,  vexed,  and  wrought  upon — almost 
To  anger,  by  the  malady  that  griped 
Her  prostrate  frame  with  unrelaxing  power, 
As  the  fierce  eagle  fastens  on  the  lamb. 
She  prayed,  she  moaned — her  husband's  sister  watcher. . 
•  Her  dreary  pillow,  waited  on  her  needs ; 

And  yet  the  very  sound  of  that  kind  foot 
Was  anguish  to  her  ears ! — '  And  must  she  rule 
Sole  mistress  of  this  house  when  I  am  gone  1 
Sit  by  my  fire — possess  what  I  possessed — 
Tend  what  1  tended---calling  it  her  own !' 
Enough ; — I  fear  too  mucli — Of  nobler  feeling 
Take  this  example ; — One  autumnal  evening, 
While  she  was  yet  in  prime  of  health  and  strength, 
I  well  remember,  while  I  passed  her  door, 
Mucung  with  loitering  step,  and  upward  eye 
Turned  towards  the  planet  Jupiter,  that  hung 
Above  the  centre  of  the  vale,  a  voice 
Roused  me,  her  voice ; — ^it  said,  *  That  glorious  star 
In  its  untroubled  element  will  shine 
As  now  it  shines,  when  we  are  laid  in  earth. 
And  safe  from  all  our  sorrows.'-^he  is  safe, 
And  her  uncharitable  acts,  I  trust, 
And  harsh  unkindnesses,  are  all  forgiven ; 
Though,  in  this  vale,  remembered  with  deep  awe  !** 

I  think  it  is  pushing  our  love  of  the  admiration  of  natural  ob- 
jects a.  good  deal  too  far  to  make  it  a  set-off  against  a  story  like 
the  preceding. 

All  country  people  hate  each  other.  They  have  so  little 
comfort  that  they  envy  their  neighbours  the  smallest  pleasure 
or  advantage,  and  nearly  grudge  themselves  the  necessaries  of 
life.  From  not  being  accustomed  to  enjoyment,  they  become 
hardened  and  averse  to  it — ^stupid,  for  want  of  thought — ^selfish, 
for  want  of  society.  There  is  nothing  good  to  be  had  in  the 
country,  or,  if  there  is,  they  will  not  let  you  have  it.  They  had 
rather  injure  themselves  than  oblige  any  one  else.  Their  com- 
mon mode  of  life  is  a  system  of  wretchedness  and  self-denial, 
like  what  we  read  of  among  barbarous  tribes.  You  live  out 
of  the  world.  You  cannot  get  your  tea  and  sugar  without 
senc^ng  to  the  next  town  for  it :  you  pay  double,  and  have  it  of 
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the  worst  quality.  The  small-beei  is  sure  to  be  sour — ^the  milk 
skimmed — ^the  meat  bad,  or  spoiled  in  the  cooking.  You  can- 
not do  a  single  thing  you  like ;  you  cannot  walk  out  or  sit  at 
home,  or  write  or  read,  or  think  or  look  as  if  you  did,  without 
being  subject  to  impertinent  curiostiy.  The  apothecary  annoys 
you  with  his  complaisance;  the  parson  with  his  supercilious- 
ness. If  you  are  poor,  you  are  despised ;  if  you  are  rich,  you 
are  feared  and  hated.  If  you  do  any  one  a  favour,  the  whole 
neighbourhood  is  up  in  arms ;  the  clamour  is  like  that  of  a 
rookery ;  and  the  person  himself,  it  is  ten  to  one,  laughs  at  you 
for  your  pains,  and  takes  the  first  opportunity  of  shewing  you 
that  he  labours  under  no  uneasy  sense  of  obligation.  There  is 
a  perpetual  round  of  mischief-making  and  backbiting,  for  want 
of  any  better  amusement  There  are  no  shops,  no  taveras,  no 
theatres,  no  opera,  no  concerts,  no  pictures,  no  public  buildings, 
no  crowded  streets,  no  noise  of  coaches,  or  of  courts  of  law, — 
neither  courtiers  nor  courtesans,  no  literary  parties,  no  fashiona- 
ble routs,  no  society,  no  books,  or  knowledge  of  books.  Vanity 
and  luxury  are  the  civilizers  of  the  w.orld,  and  sweeteners  of  hu- 
man life.  Without  objects  either  of  pleasure  or  action,  it  grows 
harsh  and  crabbed :  the  mind  becomes  stagnant,  the  afiections 
callous,  and  the  eye  dull.  Man  left  to  himself  soon  degenerates 
into  a  very  disagreeable  person.  Ignorance  is  always  bad 
enough ;  but  rustic  ignorance  is  intolerable.  Aristotle  has  ob- 
served that  tragedy  purifies  the  affections  by  terror  and  pity. 
If  so,  a  company  of  tragedians  should  be  established  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  in  every  village  or  hundred,  as  a  better  mode  of 
education  than  either  BelPs  or  Lancaster's.  The  benefits  of 
knowledge  are  never  so  well  understood  as  from  seeing  the 
effects  of  ignorance,  in  their  naked,  undisguised  state,  upon  the 
common  country  people.  Their  selfishness  and  insensibility 
are  perhaps  less  owing  to  the  hardships  and  privations,  which 
make  them,  like  people  oiit  at  sea  in  a  boat,  ready  to  devour 
one  another,  than  to  their  having  no  idea  of  an3rthing  beyond 
themselves  and  their  immediate  sphere  of  action.  They  have 
no  knowledge  of,  and  consequently  can  take  no  interest  in,  any- 
thing which  is  not  an  object  of  their  senses,  and  of  their  daily 
pursuits.    They  hate  all  strangers^  and  have  generally  a  nick* 
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name  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  next  village.  The  two  young* 
noblemen  in  Guzman  d'Alfarache,  who  went  to  visit  their  mis- 
tresses only  a  league  out  of  Madrid,  were  set  upon  by  the  peas- 
ants, who  came  round  fhem  calling  out,  "  a  wdf."  Those  who 
have  no  enlarged  or  liberal  ideas  can  have  no  disinterested  or 
generous  sentiments.  Persons  who  are  in  the  habit  of  reading 
novels  and  romances  are  compelled  to  take  a  deep  interest,  and 
to  have  their  affections  strongly  excited  by  fictitious  characters 
and  imaginary  situations ;  their  thoughts  and  feelings  are  con- 
stantly carried  out  of  themselves,  to  persons  they  never  saw,  and 
things  that  never  existed  :  history  enlarges  the  mind,  by  famil- 
iarizing us  with  the  great  vicissitudes  of  human  affairs,  and  the 
catastrophes  of  states  and  kingdoms ;  the  study  of  morals  accus- 
toms us  to  refer  our  actions  to  a  general  standard  of  right  and 
wrong ;  and  abstract  reasoning,  in  general,  strengthens  the  love 
of  truth,  and  produces  an  inflexibility  of  principle  which  cannot 
stoop  to  low  trick  and  cunning.  Books,  in  Lord  Bacon's  phrase, 
are  "  a  discipline  of  humanity."  Country  people  have  none  of 
these  advantages,  nor  any  others  to  supply  the  place  of  them. 
Having  no  circulating  libraries  to  exhaust  their  love  of  the  mar- 
vellous, they  amuse  themselves  with  fancying  the  disasters  and 
disgraces  of  their  particular  acquaintance.  Having  no  hump- 
backed Richard  to  excite  their  wonder  and  abhorrence,  they 
make  themselves  a  bug-bear  of  their  own,  out  of  the  first  obnox- 
ious person  they  can  lay  their  hands  on.  Not  having  the  ficti- 
tious distresses  and  gigantic  crimes  of  poetry  to  stimulate  their 
imagination  and  their  passions,  they  vent  their  whole  stock  of 
spleen,  malice^  and  invention,  on  their  friends  and  next-door 
neighbours.  They  get  up  a  little  pastoral  drama  at  home,  with 
fancied  events,  but  real  characters.  All  their  spare  time  is 
spent  in  manufacturing  and  propagating  the  lie  for  the  day, 
which  does  its  office,  and  expires.  The  next  day  is  spent  in  the 
same  manner.  It  is  thus  that  they  embellish  the  simplicity  of 
rural  life!  The  common  people  in  civilized  countries  are  a 
kind  of  domesticated  savages.  They  have  not  the  wild  imagi- 
nation, the  passions,  the  fierce  energies,  or  dreadful  vicissitudes 
of  the  savage  tribes,  nor  have  they  the  leisure,  the  indolent  en- 
joyments and  romantic  superstitions,  which  belonged  to  the 
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pastoral  life  in  milder  climates,  and  more  remote  periods  of  so- 
ciety. They  are  taken  out  of  a  state  of  nature,  without  being 
put  in  possession  of  the  refinements  of  art.  The  customs  and 
institutions  of  society  cramp  their  imaginations  without  giving 
them  knowledge.  If  the  inhabitants  of  the  mountainous  dis- 
tricts described  by  Mr.  Wordsworth  are  less  gross  and  sensual 
than  others,  they  are  more  selfish.  Their  egotism  becomes 
more  concentrated,  as  they  are  more  insulated,  and  their  pur- 
poses more  inveterate,  as  they  have  less  competition  to  struggle 
with.  The  weight  of  matter  which  surrounds  them  crushes  the 
finer  sympathies.  Their  minds  become  hard  and  cold,  like  the 
rocks  which  they  cuhivate.  The  immensity  of  their  mountains 
makes  the  human  fbrm  appear  little  and  insignificant.  Men  are 
seen  crawling  between  heaven  and  earth,  like  insects  to  their 
graves.  Nor  do  they  regard  one  another  any  more  than  flies 
on  a  wall.  Their  physiognomy  expresses  the  materialism  of 
their  character,  which  has  only  one  principle — ^rigid  self-will. 
They  move  on  with  their  eyes  and  foreheads  fixed,  looking 
neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left,  with  a  heavy  slouch  in  their 
gait,  and  seeming  as  if  nothing  would  divert  them  from  their 
path.  I  do  not  admire  this  plodding  pertinacity,  always  directed 
to  the  main  chance.  There  is  nothing  which  excites  so  little 
sympathy,  in  my  mind,  as  exclusive  selfishness. — If  my  theory 
is  wrong,  at  least  it  is  taken  from  pretty  close  observation,  and 
is,  I  think,  confirmed  by  Mr.  Wordsworth's  own  account. 

Of  the  stories  contained  in  the  latter  part  of  the  volume,  I  like 
that  of  the  Whig  and  Jacobite  friends  and  of  the  good  knight, 
Sir  Alfred  Irthing,  the  best.  The  last  reminded  me  of  a  fine 
sketch  of  a  similar  character  in  the  beautiful  poem  of  Hart  Leap 
Well.  To  conclude, — ^If  the  skill  with  which  the  poe{  had 
chosen  his  materials  had  been  equal  to  the  power  which  he  has 
undeniably  exerted  over  them ;  if  the  objects,  whether  persons 
or  things)  which  he  makes  use  of  as  the  vehicle  of  his  senti- 
ments, had  been  such  as  to  convey  them  in  all  their  depth  and 
force ;  then  the  production  before  me  might  indeed  "  have 
proved  a  monument,"  as  he  himself  wishes  it,  worthy  of  the 
author,  and  of  his  country.  Whether,  as  it  is,  this  very  original 
and  powerful  performance  may  not  rather  remain  like  one  of 
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those  stupendous,  but  half-finished  structures,  which  have  been 
suffered  to  moulder  into  decay,  because  the  cost  and  labour  at- 
tending them  exceeded  their  use  or  beauty,  I  feel  that  it  would 
be  presumptuous  in  me  to  determine. 


POFE,  LORD  BYRON,  AND  MR.  BOWLES.* 

This  is  a  very  proper  letter  for  a  lord  to  write  to  his  bookseller, 
and  for  Mr.  Murray  to  show  about  among  his  friends,  as  it  con- 
tains some  dry  rubs  at  Mr.  Bowles,  and  some  good  hits  at  Mr. 
Southey  and  his  "  invariable  principles."  There  is  some  good 
hating  and  some  good  writing  in  it,  some  coarse  jests  and  some 
dogmatical  assertions ;  but  that  it  is  by  any  means  a  settler  of 
the  question  is  what  we  are  in  all  due  form  inclined  to  doubt 
His  Lordship,  as  a  poet,  is  a  little  headstrong  and  self-willed,  a 
spoiled  child  of  nature  and  fortune  :  his  philosophy  and  criticism 
have  a  tincture  of  the  same  spirit :  he  doles  out  his  opinions 
with  a  great  deal  of  frankness  and  spleen,  saying,  "  This  I  like, 
that  I  loathe  1"  but  he  does  not  trouble  himself,  or  the  reader, 
with  his  reasons,  any  more  than  he  accounts  to  his  servants  for 
the  directions  he  gives  them.  This  might  seem  too  great  a 
compliment  in  his  Lordship  to  the  public. 

All  this  pribble-prabble  about  Pope,  and  Milton,  and  Shak- 
speare,  and  what  foreigners  say  of  us,  and  the  Venus,  and  Anti- 
ndus,  and  the  Acropolis,  and  the  Grand  Canal  at  Venice,  and 
the  Turkish  fleet,  the  Falconer's  Shipwreck,  and  ethics,  and 
ethical  poetry  (with  the  single  exception  of  some  bold  picturesque 
sketches  in  the  poet's  best  prose  style)  is  what  might  be  talked 
by  any  Bond-street  lounger  of  them  all,  after  a  last  night's  de- 
bauch, in  the  intervals  between  the  splashings  of  the  soda-water 
and  the  acid  taste  of  the  port  wine  rising  in  the  mouth.     It  is 

♦  Letter  to  *♦•  ♦*•♦*  on  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Bowles's  Strictures  on  the  Ufe 
and  Writings  of  Pope.  By  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Byron.  Thiid  Edition. 
Murray. 
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no  better  than  that.  If  his  Lordship  had  sent  it  in  from  Long's, 
or  the  Albany,  to  be  handed  about  in  Albemarle-street,  in  slips 
as  he  wrote  it,  it  would  have  been  very  well.  But  all  the  way 
from  Ravenna,  cannot  he  contrive  to  send  us  something  better 
than  his  own  ill  humour  and  our  own  common-places — than  the 
discovery  that  Pope  was  a  poet,  and  that  Cowper  was  none ;  and 
the  old  story  that  Canova,  in  forming  a  statue,  takes  a  hand 
from  one,  a  foot  from  another,  and  a  nose  from  a  third,  and  so 
makes  out  the  idea  of  perfect  beauty!  (I  would  advise  his 
Lordship  to  say  less  about  this  subject  of  virtu^  for  he  knows 
little  about  it ;  and,  besides,  his  perceptions  are  at  variance  with 
his  theories.)  In  truth,  his  Lordship  has  the  worst  of  this  con- 
troversy, though  he  throws  out  a  number  of  pert,  smart,  flashy 
things,  with  the  air  of  a  man  who  sees  company  on  subjects  of 
taste,  while  his  reverend  antagonist,  who  is  the  better  critic  and 
logician  of  the  two,  goes  prosing  on  in  a  tone  of  obsequious 
pertinacity  and  sore  pleasantry,  as  if  he  were  sitting  (an  un- 
welcome guest)  at  his  lordship's  table,  and  were  awed,  yet 
galled,  by  the  cavalier  assumption  of  patrician  manners.  I 
cannot  understand  these  startling  volutUariesj  played  off  before 
the  public  on  the  ground  of  personal  rank,  nor  the  controversial 
under-song,  like  the  drone  of  a  bag-pipe,  that  forms  a  tedious 
accompaniment  to  them.  As  Jem  Belcher,  when  asked  if  he 
did  not  feel  a  little  awkward  at  facing  Gamble,  the  tall  Irishman, 
made  answer,  "  An'  please  ye,  sir,  when  I  am  stript  to  my  shirt, 
I  am  afraid  of  no  man  ;" — ^so  I  would  advise  Mr.  Bowles,  in  a 
question  of  naked  argument,  to  fear  no  man,  and  to  let  no  man 
bite  his  thumb  at  him.  If  his  Lordship  were  to  invite  his 
brother-poet  to  his  house,  and  to  eke  out  a  sour  jest  by  the  fla- 
vour of  Monte-Pulciano  or  Frontiniac, — if  in  the  dearth  of  argu- 
ment he  were  to  ply  his  friend's  weak  side  with  rich  sauces  and 
well-seasoned  hospitality,  "  Ah  !  ga  est  ban,  ah  !  gautez  ga  /" — ^if 
he  were  to  point,  in  illustration  of  Pope's  style,  to  the  marble 
pillars,  the  verandas,  the  pier  glasses,  the  classic  busts,  the 
flowering  dessert,  and  were  to  exclaim,  "  You  see,  my  dear 
Bowles,  the  superiority  of  art  over  nature,  the  triumph  of  polish- 
ed life  over  Gothic  barbarism ;  we  have  here  neither  the  ghosts 
nor  fairies  of  Shakspeare,  nor  Milton's  Heaven,  nor  his  Hell, 
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yet  we  contrive  to  do  without  tbem  ; " — it  might  require  Parson 
Supple's  command  of  countenance  to  smile  off  this  uncourteous 
address ;  but  the  divine  would  not  have  to  digest  such  awk- 
ward raillery  on  an  empty  stomach — ^he  would  have  his  quid 
pro  quo  :  his  Lordship  would  have  paid  for  the  liberty  of  using^ 
his  privilege  of  peerage.  But  why  any  man  should  carry  the 
roU  of  his  Lordship's  chaplain  out  of  his  Lordship's  house,  is 
what  I  see  no  reason  for. 

Lord  Byron,  in  the  Preface  to  his  Tragedy,  complains  that 
Horace  Walpole  has  had  hard  measure  dealt  him  by  the  critics, 
^  firstly,  because  he  was  a  lord,  and  secondly,  because  he  was  a 
gentleman."  I  do  not  know  how  the  case  may  stand  between 
the  public  and  a  dead  nobleman ;  but  a  living  lord  has  every 
reasonable  allowance  made  him,  and  can  do  what  no  one  else 
can.  If  Lord  Byron  chooses  to  make  a  bad  joke,  by  means  of 
an  ill-spent  pun,  it  is  a  condescension  in  his  Lordship : — if  he 
puts  off  a  set  of  smart  assertions  and  school-boy  instances  for 
pithy  proofs,  it  is  not  because  he  is  not  able,  but  because  he 
cannot  be  at  the  pains  of  going  deeper  into  the  question : — ^if  he 
is  rude  to  an  antagonist,  it  is  construed  into  agreeable  familiarity ; 
any  notice  from  so  great  a  man  appears  like  a  favour : — if  he 
tells  or  recommends  "  a  tale  of  bawdry,"  he  is  not  to  be  tied 
down  by  the  petty  rules  which  restrict  common  men: — ^if  he 
publishes  a  work  which  is  thought  of  too  equivocal  a  description 
for  the  delicate  air  of  Albernarle-street,  his  Lordship's  own  name 
in  the  title-page  is  sufficient  to  back  it  without  the  formality  of 
a  bookseller's ;  if  a  wire-drawn  tragedy  of  his  is  acted,  in  spite 
of  his  protestations  against  such  an  appeal  to  the  taste  of  a  vulgar 
audience,  the  storm  of  pitiless  damnation  is  not  let  loose  upon 
it,  because  it  is  felt  that  it  would  fall  harmless  on  so  high  and 
proud  a  head ;  the  gilded  coronet  serves  as  a  conductor  to  carry 
off  the  lightning  of  popular  criticism,  which  might  blast  the 
merely  laurelled  bard ;  the  blame,  the  disappointment,  the  fiat 
efiect,  is  thrown  upon  the  manager,  upon  the  actors — ^upon 
anybody  but  the  noble  poet!  This  sounding  title  swells  the 
mouth  of  Fame,  and  lends  her  voice  a  thousand  circling  echoes: 
the  rank  of  the  author,  and  the  public  charity  extended  to  him, 
as  he  does  not  want  it,  cover  a  multitude  of  sins.     What  does 
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his  lordship  mean,  then,  by  this  whining  over  the  neglect  of 
Horace  Walpole, — this  uncalled-for  sympathy  with  the  faded 
lustre  of  patrician  and  gentlemanly  pretensions?  Has  Ae  had 
only  half  of  his  fame  ?— or  does  he  already  feel,  with  morbid 
anticipation,  the  retiring  ebb  of  that  overwhelming  tide  of  popu< 
larity  which,  having  been  raised  too  high  by  adventitious 
circumstances,  is  lost  in  fiats  and  shallows,  as  soon  as  their  in- 
fluence is  withdrawn  ?  Lord  Byron  has  been  twice  as  much 
talked  of  as  he  would  have  bee^  had  he  not  been  Lord  Byron. 
His  rank  and  genius  have  been,  happily  placed  "  each  other's 
beams  to  share,"  and  both  together,  by  their  mutually  reflected 
splendour,  may  be  said  to  have  melted  the  public  coldness  into 
the  very  wantonness  of  praise:  the  faults  of- the  man  (real  or 
supposed)  have  only  given  a  dramatic  interest  to  his  works. 

Whence,  then,  this  repining,  this  ungracious  cavilling,  this 
got-^  ill-humour  ?  We  load  his  Lordship  with  ecstatic  admira- 
tion, with  unqualified  ostentatious  eulogies ;  and  he  throws  them 
stifling  back  in  our  face :  he  thanks  us  with  cool,  cutting  con- 
tempt: he  asks  us  for  our  voices,  "our  sweet  voices,"  like 
Coriolanus ;  and,  like  Coriolanus,  disdains  us  for  the  unwhole- 
some gift.  Why,  then,  does  he  ask  for  it?  If,  as  a  lord,  he 
holds  in  contempt  and  abhorrence  the  willing,  delighted  homage, 
which  the  public  pay  to  the  poet,  let  him  retire  and  feed  the 
pride  of  birth  in  stately  solitude,  or  take  his  place  among  his 
equals:  but  if  he  does  not  And  this  enough,  and  wants  our  won- 
dering tribute  of  applause  to  satisfy  his  craving  vanity,  and 
make  him  something  more  than  a  mere  vulgar  lord  among 
hundreds  of  other  lords,  why  dash  the  cup  of  delicious  poison 
which,  at  his  uneasy  request,  we  tender  him,  to  the  ground, 
with  indignant  reckless  hands,  and  tell  us  that  he  scorns  equally 
our  censure  or  our  praise  ?  If  he  looks  upon  both  as  equal  im- 
pertinence, he  can  easily  escape  out  of  the  reach  of  both  by 
ceasing  to  write ;  we  shall  in  that  case  soon  cease  to  think  of 
his  Lordship :  but  if  he  cannot  do  without  our  good  opinion, 
why  aflect  all  this  coyness,  coldness,  and  contempt?  If  he  says 
he  writes  not  to  please  us,  but  to  live  by  us,  that  only  alters  the 
nature  of  the  obligation,  and  he  might  still  be  civil  to  Mr.  Mui> 
ray's  customers.    Whether  he  is  independent  of  public  opinion, 
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or  dependent  on  it,^he  need  not  be  always  sending  his  readers 
to  Coventry.  When  we  come  to  offer  him  our  demonstrations 
of  good  will,  he  should  not  kick  us  down  stairs.  If  he  persists 
in  this  humour,  the  distaste  may  in  time  "  become  mutual" 

Before  we  proceed,  there  is  one  thing  in  which  we  must  say 
we  heartily  agree  with  Lord  Byron ;  and  that  is  the  ridicule 
with  which  he  treats  Mr.  Bowles's  editorial  inquisition  into  the 
moral  character  of  Pope.  It  is  a  pure  piece  of  clerical  priggism. 
If  Pope  was  not  free  from  vice,  we  should  like  to  know  who  is. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  faultless  of  poets,  both  in  his  life  and  in 
his  writinga  We  should  not  care  to  throw  the  first  stone  at 
him.  We  do  not  wonder  at  Lord  Byron's  laughing  outright  at 
Mr.  Bowles's  hysterical  horrors  at  poor  Pope's  platonic  pecca- 
dillos, nor  at  his  being  a  little  impatient  of  the  other's  attempt  to 
make  himself  a  make-believe  character  of  perfection  out  of  the 
<^most  small  faults"  he  could  rake  up  against  the  reputation  of 
an  author,  whom  he  was  bound  either  not  to  edit  or  not  to  in- 
jure. But  we  think  his  Lordship  turns  the  tables  upon  the 
divine,  and  gets  up  into  the  reading-desk  himself,  without  the 
proper  canonical  credentials  when  he  makes  such  a  fuss  as  he 
does  about  didactic  or  moral  poetry  as  the  highest  of  all  others, 
because  moral  truth  and  moral  conduct  are  of  such  vast  and 
paramount  concernment  in  human  life.  But  because  they  are 
such  good  things  in  themselves,  does  it  follow  that  they  are  the 
better  for  being  put  into  rhyme  ?  We  see  no  connexion  between 
"  ends  of  verse,  and  sayings  of  philosophers."  This  reasoning 
reminds  us  of  the  critic  who  said  that  the  only  poetry  he  knew 
of,  good  for  anything,  was  the  four  lines,  beginning  "  Thirty 
dap  hath  September,  April,  June,  and  November,"  for  that 
these  were  really  of  some  use  in  finding  out  the  number  of  days 
in  the  dififerent  months  of  the  year.  The  rules  of  arithmetic  are 
important  in  many  respects,  but  we  do  not  know  that  they  are 
the  fittest  subjects  of  poetry.  Besides,  Pope  was  not  the  only 
moral  poet,  nor  are  we  sure  that  we  understand  his  moral  sys- 
tem, or  that  Lord  Byron  understands  it,  or  that  he  understood  it 
himself.  Addison  paraphrased  the  Psalms,  and  Blackmore  sung 
the  Creation :  yet  Pope  has  written  a  lampoon  upon  the  one^ 
and  put  the  other  in  his  Dunciad.     Mr.  Bowles  has  numbers  of 
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manuscript  sermons  by  him,  the  morahty  of  which,  we  will  ven- 
ture to  say,  is  quite  as  pure,  as  orthodox,  as  that  of  the  unpub- 
lished cantos  of  Don  Juan ;  yet  we  doubt  whether  Mr.  Murray, 
the  Maecenas  of  poetry  and  orthodoxy,  would  give  as  much  for 
the  one  as  for  the  other.  We  do  not  look  for  the  flowers  of 
fancy  in  moral  treatises,  nor  for  a  homily  in  his  Lordship*s  inre- 
gular  stanzas.  The  Decalogue,  as  a  practical  prose  composition, 
or  as  a  body  of  moral  laws  and  precepts,  is  of  sufficient  weight 
and  authority ;  but  we  should  not  regard  the  putting  of  this  into 
heroic  verse  as  an  effort  of  the  highest  poetry.  That  "  Stem- 
hold  and  Hopkins  had  great  qualms"  is  no  imputation  on  the 
pious  rapture  of  the  Hebrew  bard :  and  we  suspect  his  Lordship 
himself  would  object  to  the  allegory  in  Spenser,  as  a  drawback 
on  the  poetry,  if  it  is  in  other  respects  to  his  Lordship's  taste, 
which  is  more  than  we  can  pretend  to  determine.  The  Noble 
Letter-writer  thus  moralizes  on  this  subject,  and  transposes  tho 
ordinary  critical  canons  somewhat  arbitrarily  and  sophistical ly. 

"  The  depreciation  of  Pope  is  partly  founded  upon  a*  false 
idea  of  the  dignity  of  his  order  of  poetry,  to  which  he  has  partly 
contributed  by  the  ingenuous  boast. 

That  not  in  Fancy's  maze  he  wandered  long, 
But  stooped  to  Truth,  and  moraliz'd  his  song. 

He  should  have  written  '  rose  to  truth.'  In  my  mind  the  high- 
est of  all  poetry  is  ethical  poetry,  as  the  highest  of  all  earthly 
objects  must  be  moral  truth.  Religion  does  not  make  a  part  of 
my  subject ;  it  is  something  beyond  human  powers,  and  hsus 
failed  in  all  human  hands  except  Milton's  and  Dante's,  and 
even  Dante's  powers  are  involved  in  his  delineation  of  human 
passions,  though  in  supernatural  circumstances.  What  made 
Socrates  the  greatest  of  men?  His  moral  truth — his  ethics. 
What  proved  Jesus  Christ  the  Son  of  God  hardly  less  than  his 
miracles  ?  His  moral  precepts.  And  if  ethics  have  made  a  phi- 
losopher the  first  of  men,  and  have  not  been  disdained  as  an 
adjunct  to  his  Gospel  by  the  Deity  himself,  are  we  to  be  told 
that  ethical  poetry,  or  didactic  poetry,  or  by  whatever  name  you 
term  it,  whose  object  is  to  make  men  better  and  wiser,  is  not  the 
very  first  order  of  poetry ;  and  are  we  to  be  told  this  too  by  one 
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of  the  priesthood  ?  It  requires  more  mind,  more  wisdom,  more 
power,  than  all  the  *  forests'  that  ever  were  *  walked'  for  their 
*  description'  and  all  the  ethics  thai  ever  were  founded  upon 
fields  of  battle.  The  Georgics  are  indisputably,  and,  I  believe, 
undisputedly,  even  a  finer  poem  than  the  ^neid.  Virgil  knew 
this :  he  did  not  order  them  to  be  burnt 

The  proper  study  of  mankind  is  man. 

"  It  is  the  fashion  of  the  day  to  lay  great  stress  upon  what 
they  call  *  imagination '  and  *  invention,' — the  two  commonest 
of  qualities :  an  Irish  peasant,  with  a  little  whiskey  in  his  head, 
will  imagine  and  invent  more  than  would  furnish  forth  a  mod- 
em poem.  If  Lucretius  had  not  been  spoiled  by  the  Epicurean 
system,  we  should  have  had  a  far  superior  poem  to  any  now  in 
existence.  As  mere  poetry,  it  is  the  first  of  Latin  poems.  What 
then  has  ruined  it  ?  His  ethics.  Pope  had  not  this  defect :  his 
moral  is  as  pure  as  his  poetry  is  glorious."     p.  42. 

Really  this  is  very  inconsequential,  incongruous  reasoning^. 
An  Irish  peasant,  with  a  little  whiskey  in  his  head,  would  not 
fall  upon  more  blunders,  contradictions,  and  defective  conclu- 
sions. Lord  Byron  talks  of  the  ethical  systems  of  Socrates  and 
Jesus  Christ.  What  made  the  former  the  great  man  he  sup- 
poses ? — The  invention  of  his  system — ^the  discovery  of  sublime 
moral  truths.  Does  Lord  Byron  mean  to  say  that  the  mere 
repetition  of  the  same  precepts  in  prose,  or  the  turning  of  them 
into  verse,  will  make  others  as  great,  or  will  make  a  great  man 
at  all  ?  The  two  things  compared  are  wholly  disparates.  The 
finding  out  the  48th  proposition  in  Euclid  made  Pythagoras  a 
great  man.  Shall  we  say  that  the  putting  this  into  a  grave, 
didactic  distich  would  make  either  a  great  mathematician  or  a 
great  poet  ?  It  would  do  neither  the  one  nor  the  other ;  though, 
according  to  Lord  Byron,  this  distich  would  belong  to  the  high- 
est class  of  poetry,  "  because  it  would  do  that  in  verse  which  one 
of  the  greatest  of  men  had  wished  to  accomplish  in  prose." 
Such  is  the  way  in  which  his  lordship  transposes  the  common 
sense  of  the  question, — ^because  it  is  his  humour !  The  value 
of  any  moral  truth  depends  on  the  philosophic  invention  implied 
in  it.    But  this  rests  with  the  first  author,  and  the  general  idea 
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which  forms  the  basis  of  didactic  poetry,  remains  the  same, 
through  all  its  mechanical  transmissions  afterwards.  The  merit 
of  the  ethical  poet  must  therefore  consist  in  his  manner  of  adorn- 
ing  and  illustrating  a  number  of  these  general  truths  which  are 
not  his  own,  that  is,  in  the  poetical  invention  and  imagination 
he  brings  to  the  subject,  as  Mr.  Bowles  has  well  shown,  with 
respect  to  the  episodes  in  the  Essay  on  Man,  the  description  of 
the  poor  Indian,  and  the  lamb  doomed  to  death,  which  are  all 
the  unsophisticated  reader  ever  remembers  of  that  much-talked- 
of  production.  Lord  Byron  clownishly  chooses  to  consider  all 
poetry  but  what  relates  to  this  ethical  or  didactic  truth  as  "  a 
lie."  Is  Lear  a  lie?  Or  does  his  Lordship  prefer  the  story,  or 
the  moral,  in  ^sop's  Fables?  He  asks  ^'why  must  the  pod 
mean  the  liar,  the  feigner,  the  tale-teUer  ?  A  man  may  make 
and  create  better  things  than  these." — He  may  make  and  create 
better  things  than  a  common-place,  and  he  who  does  not  makes 
and  creates  nothing.  The  ethical  or  didactic  poet  necessarily 
repeats  after  others,  because  general  truths  and  maxims  are 
limited.  The  individual  instances  and  illustrations,  which  his 
Lordship  qualifies  as  "  lies,"  "  feigning,"  and  "  tale-telling,"  are 
infinite,  and  give  endless  scope  to  the  genius  of  the  true  poet 
The  rank  of  poetry  is  to  be  judged  of  by  the  truth  and  purity  of 
the  moral — so  we  find  it  "  in  the  bond," — and  yet  Cowper,  we 
are  told,  was  no  poet.  Is  there  any  keeping  in  this,  or  is  it 
merely  an  air?  Again,  we  are  given  to  understand  that  didac- 
tic poetry  "  requires  more  mind,  more  power  than  all  the  de- 
scriptive or  epic  poetry  that  ever  was  written :"  and  as  a  proof 
of  this,  his  Lordship  lays  it  down  that  the  Georgics  are  a  finer 
poem  than  the  iEneid.  We  do  not  perceive  the  inference  here. 
"  Virgil  knew  this :  he  did  not  order  them  to  be  burnt 

The  proper  study  of  mankind  is  man." 

Does  our  author  mean  that  this  was  VirgiPs  reason  for  liking 
his  pastoral  poetry  better  than  his  description  of  Dido  and 
.^neas?  But  farther,  there  is  a  Latin  poem  (that  of  Lucretius) 
superior  even  to  the  Georgics ;  nay,  it  would  have  been  so  to 
any  poem  now  in  existence,  but  for  one  unlucky  circumstance. 
And  what  is  that?    <^  Its  ethics  I"    So  that  ethics  have  spoiled 
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the  finest  poem  in  the  world.  This  is  the  rub  that  makes  di- 
dactic poetry  come  in  such  a  questionable  shape.  If  original, 
like  Lucretius,  there  will  be  a  difiference  of  opinion  about  it 
If  trite  ahd  acknowledged,  like  Pope,  however  pure,  there  will 
be  little  valuable  in  it.  It  is  the  glory  and  the  privilege  of 
poetry  to  be  conversant  about  those  truths  of  nature  and  the 
heart  that  are  at  once  original  and  self-evident.  His  Lordship 
ought  to  have  buyum  this.  In  the  same  passage,  he  speaks  of 
imagination  and  invention  as  "  the  two  commonest  of  qualities." 
We  will  tell  his  Lordship  what  is  commoner — ^the  want  of  them. 
"  An  Irish  peasant,"  he  adds,  "  with  a  little  whiskey  in  his  head, 
will  imagine  and  invent  more  than" — (What?  Homer,  Spen- 
ser, and  Ariosto?  No:  but  than) — "would  furnish  forth  a 
modern  poem."  That  we  will  not  dispute.  But  at  any  rate, 
when  sober  the  next  morning,  he  would  be  as  "  full  of  wise 
saws  and  modem  instances "  as  his  Lordship ;  and  in  either 
case,  equally  positive,  tetchy,  and  absurd ! 

His  Lordship,  throughout  his  pamphlet,  makes  a  point  of  con- 
tradicting Mr.  Bowles,  and,  it  would  seem,  of  contradicting  him- 
self He  cannot  be  said  to  have  any  opinions  of  his  own,  but 
whatever  any  one  else  advances,  he  denies  out  of  mere  spleen 
and  rashness.  " He  hates  the  word  invariable"  and  not  with- 
out reason.  "  What  is  there  of  human,  be  it  poetry,  philosophy, 
wit,  wisdom,  science,  power,  glory,  mind,  matter,  life,  or  death, 
which  is  invariable?" — There  is  one  of  the  particulars  in  this 
enumeration  which  seems  pretty  invariable,  which  is  death. 
One  would  think  that  the  principles  of  poetry  are  so  too,  not- 
withstanding his  peevish  disclaimer :  for  towards  the  conclusion 
of 'this  letter  he  sets  up  Pope  as  a  classic  model,  and  considers 
all  modem  deviations  from  it  as  grotesque  and  barbarous. 

"  They  have  raised  a  mosque  by  the  side  of  a  Grecian  temple 
of  the  purest  architecture ;  and,  more  barbarous  than  the  bar- 
barians from  whose  practice  I  have  borrowed  the  figure,  they 
are  not  contented  with  their  own  grotesque  edifice,  unless,  they 
destroy  the  prior  and  purely  beautiful  fabric  which  preceded^*  and 
which  shames  them  and  theirs  for  ever  and  ever." 

I  *  We  have  "  purest  architecture"  just  before ;  and  "  the  prior  fabric  which 
preceded/'  is  raUier  more  than  an  inelegant  pleonaniL 
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Lord  Byron  has  here  substituted  his  own  invariable  principles 
for  Mr.  Bowles's,  which  he  hates  as  bad  as  Mr.  Southey's  va- 
riable politics.  Will  nothing  please  his  Lordship— neither  dull 
fixtures  nor  shining  weather-cocks? — We  might  multiply  in- 
stances of  a  want  of  continuous  reasoning,  if  we  were  fond  of 
this  sort  of  petty  cavilling.  Yet  we  do  not  know  that  Aere  is 
any  better  quarry  in  the  book.  Why  does  his  Lordship  tell  us 
that  "  ethical  poetry  is  the  highest  of  all  poetry,"  and  yet  that 
"  Petrarch  the  sonnetteer  "  is  esteemed  by  good  judges  the  very 
highest  poet  of  Italy?  Mr.  Bowles  is  a  sonnetteer,  and  a  very 
good  one.  Why  does  he  assert  that  ^'  the  poet  who  executes 
the  best  is  the  highest,  whatever  his  department,"  and  then 
affirm  in  the  next  page  that  didactic  poetry  "  requires  more 
mind,  more  wisdom,  more  power,  than  all  the  forests  that  ever 
were  walked  for  their  description ;"  and  then  again,  two  pages 
after,  that  '^  a  good  poet  can  make  a  silk  purse  of  a  sow's  ear :" 
that  is,  as  he  interprets  it,  ''  can  imbue  a  pack  of  cards  with 
more  poetry  than  inhabits  the  forests  of  America  ?"  That's  a 
Non  SequUv/r,  as  Partridge  has  it  Why,  contending  that  all 
subjects  are  alike  indifierent  to  the  genuine  poet,  does  he  turn 
round  upon  himself,  and  assume  that  '•^  the  sun  shining  upon  a 
warming  pan  cannot  be  made  sublime  or  poetical  ?"  Why 
does  he  say  that  "  there  is  nothing  in  nature  like  the  bust  of  the 
Antindus,  except  the  Venus,"  which  is  not  in  nature  ?*  Wliy 
does  he  call  the  first  "  that  wonderful  creation  of  perfect  beauty," 
when  it  is  a  mere  portrait,  and  on  that  account  so  superior  to 
his  favourite  coxcomb  the  Apollo?  Why  does  he  state  that 
"  more  poetry  cannot  be  gathered  into  existence  "  than  we  here 
see,  and  yet  that  this  poetry  arises  neither  from  nature  nor  moral 
exaltednes ;  Mr.  Bowles  and  he  being  at  issue  on  this  very 
point,  viz.  the  one  affirming  that  the  essence  of  poetry  is  derived 
from  nature,  and  his  Lordship,  that  it  consists  in  moral  truth  ? 
Why  does  he  consider  a  shipwreck  as  an  artificial  incident  ? 
Why  does  he  make  the  excellence  of  Falconer's  Shipwreck 
consist  in  its  technicalities,  and  not  in  its  faithful  description  of 
common  feelings  and  inevitable  calamity  ?     Why  does  he  say 

•  See  Mr.  Bowles's  Two  Letters. 
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all  this,  and  much  more,  which  he  should  not  ?  Why  does  he 
write  prose  at  all?  Yet,  in  spite  of  all  this  trash,  there  is  one 
passage  for  which  we  forgive  him,  and  here  it  is. 

^  The  truth  is,  that  in  these  days  the  grand  primum  mobUe  of 
England  is  cant;  cant  political,  cant  poetical,  cant  religious, 
cant  moral ;  but  always  cant,  multiplied  through  all  the  varie- 
ties of  life.  It  is  the  fashion,  and,  while  it  lasts,  will  be  too 
powerful  for  those  who  can  only  exist  by  taking  the  tone  of  the 
timea  I  say  cant,  because  it  is  a  thing  of  words,  without  the 
smallest  influence  upon  human  actions ;  the  English  being  no 
wiser,  no  better,  and  much  poorer,  and  more  divided  among 
themselves,  as  well  as  far  less  moral,  than  they  were  before  the 
prevalence  of  this  verbal  decorum."  These  words  should  be 
written  in  letters  of  gold,  as  the  testimony  of  a  lofty  poet  to  a 
great  moral  truth,  and  we  can  hardly  have  a  quarrel  with  the 
writer  of  them. 

There  are  three  questions  which  form  the  subject  of  the  pres- 
ent pamphlet ;  viz.  What  is  poetical  ?  What  is  natural  ?  What 
is  artificial?  And  we  get  an  answer  to  none  of  them.  The 
controversy,  as  it  is  carried  on  between  the  chief  combatants,  is 
much  like  a  dispute  between  two  artists,  one  of  whom  should 
maintain  that  blue  is  the  only  colour  fit  to  paint  with,  and  the 
other  that  yellow  alone  ought  ever  to  be  used.  Much  might  be 
said  on  both  sides,  but  little  to  the  purpose.  Mr.  Campbell  leads 
off  the  dance,  and  launches  a  ship  as  a  beautiful  and  poetical 
artificial  object.  But  he  so  loads  it  with  patriotic,  natural,  and 
foreign  associations,  and  the  sails  are  ^  so  perfumed  that  the 
winds  are  love-sick,"  that  Mr.  Bowles  darts  upon  and  seizes  it 
as  contraband  to  art,  swearing  that  it  is  no  longer  the  work  of 
the  shipwright,  but  of  Mr.  CampbelPs  lofty  poetic  imagination  ; 
and  dedicates  its  stolen  beauty  to  the  right  owners,  the  sun,  the 
winds,  and  the  waves.  Mr.  Campbell,  in  his  eagerness  to  make 
all  sure,  having  overstepped  the  literal  mark,  presses  no  farther 
Into  the  controversy ;  but  Lord  Byron,  who  is  "  like  an  Irish- 
man in  a  row,  any  body^s  customer,^^  carries  it  on  with  good 
polemical  hardihood,  and  runs  a  very  edifying  parallel  between 
the  ship. without  the  sun,  the  winds  and  waves, — and  the  sun, 
the  winds,  and  waves  without  the  ship.    "  The  sun,"  says  Mr. 
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Bowles,  "  is  poetical,  by  your  Lordship*s  admission."  We  think 
it  would  have  been  so  without  it.  But  his  Lordship  contends 
that  "  the  sun  would  no  longer  be  poetical,  if  it  did  not  shine  on 
ships,  or  pyramids,  or  fortresses,  and  other  works  of  art,"  (h© 
expressly  excludes  "  footmen's  liveries"  and  "  brass  warming- 
pans"  from  among  those  artificial  objects  that  reflect  new  splen- 
dour on  the  eye  of  Heaven) — to  which  Mr.  Bowles  replies,  that 
let  the  sun  but  shine,  and  "  it  is  poetical  per  se"  in  which  we 
think  him  right  His  Lordship  decompounds  the  wind  into  a 
caput  mortuvm  of  poetry,  by  making  it  howl  through  a  pig-stye, 
instead  of 

RoamiDgthe  illimitable  ocean  wide ; 

and  turns  a  water-fall,  or  a  clear  spring,  into  a  slop-basin,  to 
prove  that  nature  owes  its  elegance  to  art.  His  Lordship  is 
'^ill  at  these  numbers."  Again,  he  affirms  that  the  ruined 
temple  of  the  Parthenon  is  poetical,  and  the  coast  of  Attica,  with 
Cape  Colonna,  and  the  recollection  of  Falconer's  Shipwreck^ 
classical.  Who  ever  doubted  it?  What  then?  Does  this 
prove  that  the  Rape  of  the  Lock  is  not  a  mock-heroic  poem? 
He  assures  us  that  a  storm  with  cock-boats  scudding  before  it  is 
interesting,  particularly  if  this  happens  to  take  place  in  the  Hel- 
lespont, over  which  the  noble  critic  swam ;  and  makes  it  a  ques- 
tion whether  the  dark  cypress  groves,  or  the  white  towers  and 
minarets  of  Constantinople,  are  more  impressive  to  the  imagina- 
tion ?  What  has  this  to  do  with  Pope's  grotto  at  Twickenham, 
or  the  boat  in  which  he  paddled  across  the  Thames  to  Kew  ? 
Lord  Byron  tells  us  (and  he  should  know)  that  the  Grand  Canal 
at  Venice  is  a  muddy  ditch,  without  the  stately  palaces  by  its 
side ;  but  then  it  is  a  natural,  not  an  artificial,  canal ;  and  finally, 
he  asks,  what  would  the  desert  of  Tadmor  be  without  the  ruins 
of  Palmyra,  or  Salisbury  Plain  without  Stone-Henge?  Mr. 
Bowles,  who,  though  tedious  and  teazing,  has  '^  damnable  itera- 
tion in  him,"  and  has  read  the  Fathers,  answers  very  properly, 
by  saying  that  a  desert  alone  '^  conveys  ideas  of  immeasurable 
distance,  of  profound  silence,  of  solitude ;"  and  that  Salisbury 
Plain  has  the  advantage  of  Hounslow  Heath,  chiefly  in  getting 
rid  of  the  ideas  of  artificial  Hfe,  "  carts,  caravans,  rareenshowmen, 
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butchers'  boys,  coaches  with  coronets,  and  livery  servants  be- 
hind them,"  even  though  Stone-Henge  did  not  lift  its  pale  head 
above  its  barren  bosom.  Indeed,  Lord  B3rron*s  notions  of  art 
and  poetry  are  sufficiently  wild,  romantic,  far-fetched,  obsolete : 
his  taste  is  Oriental,  Gothic;  his  Muse  is  not  domesticated; 
there  is  nothing  mimminee-pimmirteey  modem,  polished,  light, 
fluttering,  in  his  i^andard  of  the  sublime  and  beautiful :  if  his 
thoughts  are  proud,  pampered,  gorgeous,  and  disdain  to  mingle 
with  the  objects  of  humble,  unadorned  nature,  his  lordly  eye  at 
least  "  keeps  distance  due"  from  the  vulgar  vanities  of  fashiona- 
ble life ;  from  drawing-rooms,  from  card-parties,  and  from  courts. 
He  is  not  a  carpet  poet  He  does  not  sing  the  sofa,  like  poor 
Cowper.  He  is  qualified  neither  for  poet-laureat  nor  court- 
newsman.  He  is  at  issue  with  the  Morning  Post  and  Fashion- 
able World  on  what  constitutes  the  true  pathos  and  sublime  of 
human  life.  He  hardly  thinks  Lady  Charlemont  so  good  as  the 
yentis,  or  as  an  Albanian  girl  that  he  saw  mending  the  road  in 
the  mountains.  If  he  does  not  like  flowers  and  forests,  he  cares 
as  little  for  stars,  garters,  and  princes'  feathers,  for  diamond  neck- 
laces and  paste  buckles.  If  his  Lordship  cannot  make  up  his 
mind  to  the  quiet,  the  innocence,  the  simple,  unalterable  gran- 
deur of  nature,  we  are  sure  that  he  hates  the  frippery,  the  fop- 
pery, and  pert  grimace  of  art,  quite  as  much.  His  Lordship 
likes  the  poetry,  the  imaginative  part  of  art,  and  so  do  we ;  and 
so  we  believe  did  the  late  Mr.  John  Scott.  He  likes  the  sombre 
part  of  it,  the  thoughtful,  the  decayed,  the  ideal,  the  spectral 
shadow  of  human  greatness,  the  departed  spirit  of  human  power. 
He  sympathizes  not  with  art  as  a  display  of  ingenuity,  as  the 
triumph  of  vanity  or  luxury,  as  it  is  connected  with  the  idiot, 
superficial,  petty  self-complacency  of  the  individual  and  the  mo- 
ment (these  are  to  him  not  "  luscious  as  locusts,  but  bitter  as 
coloquintida ;")  but  he  sympathizes  with  the  triumphs  of  Time 
and  Fate  over  the  proudest  works  of  man — with  the  crumbling 
monuments  of  human  glory — with  the  dim  vestiges  of  countless 
generations  of  men — with  that  which  claims  alliance  with  the 
grave,  or  kindred  with  the  elements  of  nature.  This  is  what  he 
calls  art  and  artificial  poetry.  But  this  is  not  what  anybody  else 
understands^  by  the  terms,  commonly  or  critically  speddng. 
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There  is  as  little  connection  between  the  two  things  as  between 
the  grand-daughters  of  Mr.  Coutts,  who  appeared  at  court  the 
other  day,  and  Lady  Godiva — as  there  is  between  a  reigning 
toast  and  an  Egyptian  mummy.  Lord  Byron,  through  the 
whole  of  the  argument,  pelts  his  reverend  opponent  with  in- 
stances, like  throwing  a  stone  at  a  dog,  which  the  incensed  ani- 
mal runs  after,  picks  up,  mumbles  between  his  teeth,  and  tries 
to  see  what  it  is  made  of  The  question  is,  however,  too  tough 
for  Mr.  Bowles's  powers  of  mastication,  and,  though  the  fray  is 
amusing,  nothiig  comes  of  it.  Between  the  Editor  of  Pope  and 
the  Editor  of  the  New  Monthly  Magazine,  his  Lordship  sits 

•  high  arbiter, 


An4  by  decision  more  embroils  the  fray. 

What  is  the  use  of  taking  a  work  of  art,  from  which  "  all  the 
art  of  art  is  flown,"  a  mouldering  statue,  or  a  fallen  column  in 
Tadmor's  marble  waste,  that  staggers  and  overawes  the  mind, 
and  gives  birth  to  a  thousand  dim  reflections,  by  seeing  the  power 
and  pride  of  man  prostate  and  laid  low  in  the  dust ;  what  is  there 
in  this  to  prove  the  self-sufficiency  of  the  upstart  pride  and  power 
of  man  ?  A  ruin  is  poetical.  Because  it  is  a  work  of  art,  says 
Lord  Byron.  No,  but  because  it  is  a  work  of  art  o'erthrown. 
In  it  we  see,  as  in  a  mirror,  the  life,  the  hopes,  the  labour  of  man 
defeated,  and  crumbling  away  under  the  slow  hand  of  time ; 
and  all  that  he  has  done  reduced  to  nothing,  or  to  a  useless 
mockery.  Or  as  one  of  the  bread-and-butter  poets  has  described 
the  same  thing  a  little  differently,  in  his  tale  of  Peter  Bell  the 
potter, — 

The  stones  and  tower 

Seemed  fading  &st  away 

From  human  thoughts  and  purposes, 

To  yield  to  some  transforming  power, 

And  blend  with  the  surrounding  trees. 

If  this  is  what  Lord  Byron  means  by  artificial  objects,  there 
is  an  end  of  the  question,  for  he  will  get  no  critic,  no  school  to 
differ  with  him.  But  a  fairer  instance  would  be  a  snug  citizen's 
box  by  the  road'-side,  newly  painted,  plastered,  and  furnished, 
with  every  thing  in  the  newest  fiushion  and  gloss,  not  an  article 
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the  worse  for  wear,  and  a  lease  of  one-and-twenty  years  to  ran, 
and  then  let  us  see  what  Lord  Byron,  or  his  friend  and ''  host  of 
human  life  "  will  make  of  it,  compared  with  the  desolation  and 
the  waste  of  all  these  comforts,  arts,  and  elegances.  Or  let  him 
take — not  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  hut  the  Pavilion  at  Brighton, 
and  make  a  poetical  description  of  it  in  prose  or  verse.  I  defy 
him.  The  poetical  interest,  in  his  Lordship's  transposed  cases, 
arises  out  of  the  imaginary  interest.  But  the  truth  is  that,  where 
art  flourishes  and  attains  its  object,  imagination  droops,  and  po- 
etry along  with  it.  It  ceases,  or  takes  a  different  and  ambiguous 
shape ;  it  may  be  elegant,  ingenious,  pleasing,  instructive,  but 
if  it  aspires  to  the  semblance  of  a  higher  interest,  or  the  orna- 
ments of  the  highest  fancy^  it  necessarily  becomes  burlesque,  as 
for  instance  in  the  Rape  of  the  Lock.  As  novels  end  with  mar- 
riage, poetry  ends  with  the  consummation  and  success  of  art 
And  the  reason  (if  Lord  Byron  would  attend  to  it)  is  pretty  ob- 
vious. Where  all  the  wishes  and  wants  are  supplied,  anticipated 
by  art,  there  can  be  no  strong  cravings  after  ideal  good  nor  dread 
of  unimaginable  evils ;  the  sources  of  terror  and  pity  must  be 
dried  up :  where  the  hand  has  done  everything,  nothing  is  left 
for  the  imagination  to  do  or  to  attempt :  where  all  is  regulated 
by  conventional  indifference,  the  full  workings,  the  involuntary, 
uncontrollable  emotions  of  the  heart  cease :  propertjr  is  not  a  po- 
etical, but  a  practical  prosaic  idea,  to  those  who  possess  and 
clutch  it,  and  cuts  off  others  from  cordial  sympathy;  but  nature 
is  common  property,  the  unenvied  idol  of  all  eyes,  the  fairy 
ground  where  fancy  plays  her  tricks  and  feats ;  and  the  pas* 
sions,  the  workings  of  the  heart  (which  Mr  Bowles  tery  properly 
distinguishes  from  manners,  inasinuch  as  they  ai'e  not  in  the 
power  of  the  will  to  regulate  or  satisfy,)  are  still  left  as  a  subject 
for  something  very  different  from  didactic  of^mock-heroic  poetry. 
By  a/rt  and  artificial^  as  these  terms  are  applied  to  po^'.^  or  hu- 
man life,  we  mean  those  objects  and  feelings  which  depend  for 
their  subsistence  and  perfection  on  the  will  and  arbitrary  con- 
ventions of  man  and  society ;  and  by  nature,  and  natural  ob- 
jects, we  mean  those  objects  which  exist  in  the  universe  at  large, 
without,  or  in  spite  of,  the  interference  of  human  power  and  con* 
trivanee,  and  thoee  interests  and  affections  which  axe  not  amen»* 
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ble  to  the  human  will.  That  we  are  to  exclude  art,  or  the 
operation  of  the  human  will,  from  poetry  altogether,  is  what  we 
do  not  affirm ;  but  we  mean  to  say  that  where  this  operation  is 
the  more  complete  and  manifest,  as  in  the  creation  of  given  o\h 
jects,  or  regulation  of  certain  feelings,  there  the  spring  of  poetry, 
i  e.  of  passion  and  imagination,  is  proportionably  and  much  im- 
paired. We  are  masters  of  Art,  Nature  is  our  master ;  and  it  is 
to  this  great  power  that  we  find  working  above,  without,  and 
within  us,  that  the  genius  of  poetry  bows  and  offers  up  its  high- 
est homage.  If  the  infusipn  of  art  were  not  a  natural  disquali- 
fier  for  poetry,  the  most  artificial  objects  and  manners  would  be 
the  most  poetical:  on  the  contrary,  it  is  only  the  rude  beginnings, 
or  the  ruinous  decay  of  objects  of  art,  or  the  simplest  modes  of 
life  and  manners,  that  admit  of  or  harmonize  kindly  with,  the 
tone  and  language  of  poetry.  To  consider  the  question  other- 
wise is  not  to  consider  it  too  curiously,  but  not  to  understand  it 
at  all.  Lord  Byron  talks  of  Ulysses  striking  his  horse  Rhesus 
with  his  bow,  as  an  instance  of  the  heroic  in  poetry.  But  does 
not  the  poetical  dignity  of  the  instrument  arise  from  its  very 
commonness  and  simplicity  ?  A  bow  is  not  a  supererogation  of 
the  works  of  art.  It  is  almost  peculiar  to  a  state  of  nature,  that 
is,  the  first  and  rudest  state  of  society.  Lord  Byron  might  ae 
well  talk  of  a  shepherd's  crook,  or  the  garland  of  flowers  with 
which  he  crowns  his  mistress,  as  images  borrowed  from  artificial 
light  He  cannot  make  a  gentleman-usher's  rod  poetical,  though 
it  is  the  pink  of  courtly  and  gentlemanly  refinement  Will  the 
bold  stickler  for  the  artificial  essence  of  poetry  translate  Pope's 
description  of  Sir  Plume, — 

*  Of  amber-headed  snuff-box  justly  vain, 

And  the  nice  conduct  of  a  clouded  cane, — 

into  the  same  sort  of  poetry  as  Homer's  description  of  the  bow 
of  Ulysses?  It  is  out  of  the  question.  The  very  mention  of 
the  last  has  a  sound  with  it  like  the  twang  of  the  bow  itself; 
whereas  the  others,  the  snufi'-boz  and  clouded-cane,  are  of  the 
very  essence  of  effeminate  impertinence.  Pope  says,  in  Spence's 
Anecdotes,  that  ^  a  lady  of  fashion  would  admire  a  star,  because 
it  would  remind  her  of  the  twinkling  of  a  lamp  on  a  ball-night" 
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This  is  a  much  better  account  of  his  own  poetry  than  bis  noble 
critic  has  given.  It  is  a  clue  to  a  real  solution  of  the  difficulty. 
What  is  the  difference  between  the  feeling  with  which  we  con- 
template a  gas-light  in  one  of  the  squares,  and  the  crescent  moon 
beside  it,  but  this — that  though  the  brightness,  the  beauty  per- 
haps, to  the  mere  sense,  is  the  same  or  greater,  yet  we  know 
that  when  we  are  out  of  the  square^  we  shall  lose  sight  of  the 
lamp,  but  that  the  moon  will  lend  us  its  tributary  light  wherever 
we  go ;  it  streams  over  green  valley  or  blue  ocean  alike  j  it  is 
hung  up  in  air,  a  part  of  the  pageant  of  the  universe ;  it  steab 
with  gradual,  softened  state  into  the  soul,  and  hovers,  a  fairy- 
apparition,  over  our  existence  I  It  is  this  which  makes  it  a  more 
poetical  object  than  a  patent-lamp,  or  a  Chinese  lanthom,  or  the 
chandelier  at  Covent-garden^  brilliant  as  it  is,  and  which^ 
though  it  were  made  ten  times  more  so,  w^ould  still  only  dazzle 
and  scorch  the  sight  so  much  the  more ;  it  would  not  be  attend- 
ed with  a  mild  train  of  reflected  glory ;  it  would  "  denote  no 
foregone  conclusion,"  would  touch  no  chord  of  imagination  or 
the  hean ;  it  would  have  nothing  romantic  about  it — A  man 
can  make  anything,  but  he  cannot  make  a  sentiment  1  It  is  a 
thing  of  inveterate  prejudice,  of  old  association,  of  common  feel- 
ing, and  so  is  poetry,  as  far  as  it  is  serious.  A  "  pack  of  cards," 
a  silver  bodkin,  a  paste  buckle,  '^  may  be  imbued  "  with  as  much 
mock  poetry  as  you  please,  by  lending  false  associations  to  it ; 
but  real  poetry,  or  poetry  of  the  highest  order,  can  only  be  pro- 
duced by  unravelling  the  real  web  of  associations,  which  have 
been  wound  round  any  subject  by  nature,  and  the  unavoidable 
conditions  of  humanity.  Not  to  admit  this  distinction  at  the 
threshold  is  to  confound  the  style  of  Tom  Thumb  with  that  of 
the  Moor  of  Venice,  or  Hurlothrumbo  with  the  Doge  of  Venice. 
It  is  to  mistake  jest  for  earnest,  and  one  thing  for  another. 

How  far  that  little  candle  throws  its  beams  t 
So  shines  a  good  deed  in  a  naughty  world. 

The  image  here  is  one  of  artificial  life ;  but  it  is  connected 
with  natural  circumstances  and  romantic  interests,  with  dark- 
ness, with  silence,  with  distance,  with  privation,  and  uncertain 
danger :  'it  is  common,  obvious,  without  pretension  or  boast,  and 
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therefore  the  poetry  founded  upon  it  is  natural,  because  the  feel- 
ings are  so.  It  is  not  the  splendour  of  the  candle  itself,  but  the 
contrast  to  the  gloom  without, — ^the  comfort,  the  relief  it  holds 
out  from  afar  to  the  benighted  traveller, — the  conflict  between 
nature  and  the  first  and  cheapest  resources  of  art,  that  constitutes 
the  romantic  and  imaginary,  that  is,  the  poetical  interest,  in  that 
familiar  but  striking  image.  There  is  more  art  in  the  lamp  or 
chandelier ;  but,  for  that  very  reason,  there  is  less  poetry.  A 
light  in  a  watch-tower,  a  beacon  at  sea,  is  sublime  for  the  same 
cause ;  because  the  natural  circumstances  and  associations  set  it 
oflf;  it  warns  us  against  danger,  it  reminds  us  of  common  calam- 
ity, it  promises  safety  and  hope :  it  has  to  do  with  the  broad 
feelings  and  circumstances  of  human  life,  and  its  interest  does 
not  assuredly  turn  upon  the  vanity  or  pretensions  of  the  maker 
or  proprietor  of  it  This  sort  of  art  is  co-ordinate  with  nature, 
and  comes  into  the  first  class  of  poetry,  but  no  one  ever  dreamt 
of  the  contrary.  The  features  of  nature  are  great  leading  land- 
marks, not  near  and  little,  or  confined  to  a  spot,  or  an  individual 
claimant ;  they  are  spread  out  everywhere  the  same,  and  are  of 
universal  interest  The  true  poet  has  therefore  been  described 
as 

Creation's  tenant,  he  is  nature's  heir. 

What  has  been  thus  said  of  the  man  of  genius  might  be  said 
of  the  man  of  no  genius.  The  spirit  of  poetry  and  the  spirit 
of  humanity  are  the  same.  The  productions  of 'nature  are  not 
locked  up  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious,  but  spread  out  on  the 
green  lap  of  earth.  The  flowers  return  with  the  cuckoo  in  the 
spring :  the  daisy  for  ever  looks  bright  in  the  sun ;  the  rainbow 
still  lifts  its  head  above  the  storm  to  the  eye  of  infancy  or  age-^ 

So  was  it  when  my  life  began : 

So  is  it  now  I  am  a  man, 

So  shall  it  be  till  I  grow  old  and  die ; 

but  Lord  Byron  does  not  understand  this,  for  he  does  not  under- 
stand Mr.  Wordsworth's  poetry,  and  we  cannot  make  him.  His 
Lordship's  nature,  as  well  as  his  poetry,  is  something  arabesque 
and   outlandish.-^Again,  once   more,  what,  we  would  ask, 
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makes  the  difference  between  an  opera  of  Mozart's,  and  the 
singing  of  a  thrush  confined  in  a  wooden  cage  at  the  comer  of 
the  street  in  which  we  live  ?  The  one  is  nature,  and  the  other 
is  art :  the  one  is  paid  for,  and  the  other  is  not. '  Madame  Fodor 
sings  the  air  of  Vedrai  Carina  in  Dan  Giovanni  so  divinely  be- 
cause she  is  hired  to  sing  it ;  she  sings  it  to  please  the  audience, 
not  herself,  and  does  not  always  like  to  be  encared  in  it ;  but  the 
thrush  that  awakes  us  at  day-break  with  its  song  does  not  sing 
because  it  is  paid  to  sing,  or  to  please  others,  or  to  be  admired 
or  criticised :  it  sings  because  it  is  happy :  it  pours  the  thrilling 
sounds  from  its  throat,  to  relieve  the  overflowings  of  its  own 
breast — ^the  liquid  notes  come  from,  and  go  to,  the  heart,  drop- 
ping balm  into  it,  as  the  gushing  spring  revives  the  traveller's 
parched  and  fainting  lips.  That  stream  of  joy  comes  pure  and 
fresh  to  the  longing  sense,  free  from  art  and  aflTectation ;  the 
same  that  rises  over  vernal  groves,  mingled  with  the  breath  of 
morning,  and  the  perfumes  of  the  wild  hyacinth  ;  that  waits  for 
no  audience,  that  wants  no  rehearsing,  that  exhausts  its  raptureS| 
and  is  still — 

Hymns  its  good  God,  and  carols  sweet  of  love. 

There  is  this  great  difference  between  nature  and  art,  that  the 
one  is  what  the  other  seems,  and  gives  all  the  pleasure  it  ex- 
presses, because  it  feels  it  itself  Madame  Fodor  sings,  as  a 
musical  instrument  may  be  made  to  play  a  tune,  and  perhaps 
with  no  more  real  delight :  but  it  is  not  so  with  the  linnet  or  the 
dirush,  that  sings  because  God  pleases,  and  pours  out  its  little 
soul  in  pleasure.  This  is  the  reason  why  its  singing  is  (so  far) 
80  much  better  than  melody  or  harmony,  than  bass  or  treble, 
than  the  Italian  or  the  German  school,  than  quavers  or  crotchets, 
or  half-notes,  or  canzonets,  or  quartetts,  or  anything  in  the  world 
but  truth  and  nature ! 

To  give  one  more  instance  or  two  of  what  we  understand  by 
a  natural  interest  ingrafted  on  artificial  objects,  and  of  the  prin- 
ciple that  still  keeps  them  distinct.  Amelia's  "  hashed  mutton" 
in  Fielding  is  one  that  we  might  mention.  Hashed  mutton  is 
an  article  in  cookery,  homely  enough  in  the  scale  of  art,  though 
&r  removed  from  the  simple  products  of  nature ;  yet  we  should 
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say  that  this  common  delicacy  which  Amelia  proyided  for  her 
husband's  supper,  and  then  waited  so  long  in  vain  for  his  return, 
is  the  foundation  of  one  of  the  most  natural  and  af^cting  inci- 
dents in  one  of  the  most  natural  and  affecting  books  in  the 
world. — ^No  description  of  the  most  splendid  and  luxurious  ban- 
quet could  come  up  to  it.  It  will  be  remembered,  when  th6 
Almanack  des  Gourmands^  and  even  the  article  on  it  in  the  last 
Edinburgh  Renew,  are  forgotten.  Did  Lord  Byron  never 
read  Boccaccio?  We  wish  he  would  learn  refinement  from 
him,  and  get  rid  of  his  hard  bravwra  taste,  and  swash-buckler 
conclusions.  What  makes  the  charm  of  the  story  of  the  Fal- 
con ?  Is  it  properly  art  or  nature  ?  The  tale  is  one  of  artificial 
life,  and  elegant  manners,  and  chivalrous  pretensions ;  but  it  is 
the  fall  from  these,  the  decline  into  the  vale  of  low  and  obscure 
poverty, — the  having  but  one  last  loop  left  to  hang  life  on,  and 
the  sacrifice  of  that  to  a  feeling  still  more  precious,  and  which 
could  only  give  way  with  life  itself, — ^that  elevates  the  senti- 
ment, and  has  made  it  find  its  way  into  all  hearts.  Had  Fede- 
rigo  Alberigi  had  an  aviary  of  hawks,  and  preserves  of  pheas- 
ants without  end,  he  and  his  poor  bird  would  never  have  been 
heard  of  It  is  not  the  expense  and  ostentation  of  the  entertain- 
ment he  sets  before  his  mistress,  but  the  prodigality  of  affection, 
squandering  away  the  last  remains  of  his  once  proud  fortunes, 
that  stamps  this  beautiful  incident  on  the  remembrance  of  all 
who  have  ever  read  it.  We  wish  Lord  Byron  would  look  it 
over  again,  and  see  whether  it  does  not  most  touch  the  chords 
of  pathos  and  sentiment  in  those  places  where  we  feel  the  ab- 
sence of  all  the  pomp  and  vanities  of  art  Mr.  Campbell  talks 
of  a  ship  as  a  sublime  and  beautiful  object  in  art.  We  will 
confess  we  always  stop  to  look  at  the  mail-coaches  with  no  slight 
emotion,  and,  perhaps,  extend  our  hands  after  some  of  them, 
in  sign  of  gratulation.  They  carry  the  letters  of  friends,  of  re- 
lations ;  they  keep  up  the  communication  between  the  heart  of 
a  country.  We  do  not  admire  them  for  their  workmanship,  for 
their  speed,  for  their  livery — ^there  is  something  more  in  it  than 
this.  Perhaps  we  can  explain  it  by  saying,  that  we  once  heard 
•a  person  observe— ''  I  always  look  at  the  Shrewsbury  mail,  and 
sometimes  with  tears  in  my  eyes :  that  is  the  coach  that  will 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


S50    ,  POPE,  LORD  BYRON,  [appendix,  nr. 

bring  me  the  news  of  the  death  of  my  father  and  mother."  His 
Lordship  will  say,  the  mail-coach  is  an  artificial  object  Yet 
we  think  the  interest  here  was  not  founded  upon  that  circum- 
stance. There  was  a  finer  and  deeper  link  of  affection  that  did 
not  depend  on  the  red  painted  pannels,  or  the  dyed  garments  of 
the  coachman  and  guard.     At  least  it  strikes  us  so. 

This  is  not  an  easy  subject  to  illustrate,  and  it  is  still  more 
difficult  to  define.  Yet  we  shall  attempt  something  of  the  sort 
L  Natural  objects  are  common  and  obvious,  and  are  imbued 
with  an  habitual  and  universal  interest^  without  being  vulgar. 
Familiarity  in  them  does  not  breed  contempt,  as  it  does  in  the 
works  of  man.  They  form  an  ideal  class ;  their  repeated  im- 
pression on  the  mind,  in  so  many  different  circumstances,  grows 
up  into  a  sentiment  The  reason  is,  that  we  refer  them  gen- 
erally and  collectively  to  ourselves,  as  links  and  mementos  of 
our  various  being ;  whereas,  we  refer  the  works  of  art  respec- 
tively to  those  by  whom  they  are  made  or  to  whom  they  belong. 
This  distracts  the  mind  in  looking  at  them,  and  gives  a  petty 
and  unpoetical  character  to  what  we  feel  relating  to  them. 
When  the  works  of  art  become  poetical,  it  is  when  they  are 
emancipated  from  this  state  of  ^  circumscription  and  confine,"  by 
some  circumstance  that  sets  aside  the  idea  of  property  and  indi- 
vidual distinction.     The  sound  of  village  bells, — 

^The  poor  man's  only  music,* 

excites  as  lively  an  interest  in  the  mind  as  the  warbling  of  a 
thrush :  the  sight  of  a  village  spire  presents  nothing  discordant 
with  the  surrounding  scenery. 

2.  Natural  objects  are  more  akin  to  poetry  and  the  imagina- 
tion, partly  because  they  are  not  our  own  handy-work,  but  start 
up  spontaneously,  like  a  visionary  creation,  of  their  own  accord, 
without  our  knowledge  or  connivance — 

The  earth  hath  hubbies,  as  the  water  hath. 
And  these  are  of  them; — 

and  farther,  they  have  this  advantage  over  the  works  of  art, 
that  the  latter  either  fall  short  of  their  pre-conceived  intention, 

*  Coleridge. 
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and  excite  our  disgfust  and  disappointment  by  their  defects ;  or, 
if  they  completely  answer  their  end,  they  then  leave  nothing  to 
the  imagination,  and  so  excite  little  or  no  romantic  interest 
that  way.  A  Count  Rumford  stove,  or  a  Dutch  oven,  are 
useful  for  the  purposes  of  warmth  or  culinary  dispatch, 
Gray's  purring  favourite  would  find  great  comfort  in  warming 
its  nose  before  the  one,  or  dipping  its  whiskers  in  the  other ; 
and  so  does  the  artificial  animal,  man :  but  the  poetry  of  Hum- 
ford  grates  or  Dutch  ovens  it  would  puzzle  even  Lord  Byron  to 
explain.  Cowper  has  made  something  of  the  "  loud  hissing 
urn,"  though  Mr.  Southey,  as  being  one  of  the  more  refined 
"  naturals,"  still  prefers  "  the  song  of  the  kettle."  The  more 
our  senses,  our  self-love,  our  eyes  and  ears,  are  surrounded,  and, 
as  it  were,  saturated  with  artificial  enjoyments  and  costly  deco- 
rations, the  more  the  avenues  to  the  imagination  and  the  heart 
are  unavoidably  blocked  up.  We  do  not  say  that  this  may  not 
be  an  advantage  to  the  individual ;  we  say  it  is  a  disadvantage  to 
the  poet.  Even  "  Mine  Host  of  Human  Life  "  has  felt  its  pal- 
sying, enervating  influence.  Let  any  one  (after  ten  years  old) 
take  shelter  from  a  shower  of  rain  in  Exeter  Change,  and  ses  how 
he^will  amuse  the  time  with  looking  over  the  trinkets,  the 
chains,  the  seals,  the  curious  works  of  art  Compare  this  with 
the  description  of  Una  and  the  Red  Cross  Knight  in  Spenser : 

EnfoTc'd  to  seek  some  covert  nigh  at  hand, 
A  shady  grove  not  far  away  they  spied, 
That  promis'd  aid  the  tempest  to  withstand : 
Whose  lofty  trees,  yclad  with  smnmer's  pride. 
Did  spread  so  broad  that  heaven's  light  did  hide, 
Not  pierceable  with  power  of  any  star ; 
And  all  within  were  paths  and  alleys  wide, 
With  footing  worn,  and  leading  inward  far ; 
Far  harbour  that  them  seems ;  so  in  they  entered  are. 

And  forth  they  pass,  with  pleasure  forward  led, 

Joying  to  hear  the  birds'  sweet  harmony, 

Which  therein  shrowded  from  the  tempest's  dread,  | 

Seem*d  ia  their  song  to  scorn  the  cruel  sky.  l 

Much  can  they  praise  the  trees  so  straight  and  high, 

The  sailing  pine,  the  cedar  proud  and  tall, 

The  vine-prop  elm,  the  poplar  never  dry, 
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The  builder  oak,  lole  king  of  ibresto  all, 
The  aspen  good  for  staves,  the  cypress  funend.* 

Artificial  flowers  look  pretty  in  a  lady's  head-dress ;  but  they 
will  not  do  to  stick  into  lofty  verse.  On  tb^  contrary,  a  crocus 
bursting  out  of  the  ground  seems  to  blush  with  its  own  golden 
light — <'  a  thing  of  life."  So  a  greater  authority  than  Lord 
Byron  has  given  his  testimony  on  this  subject :  ^  Behold  the 
lilies  of  the  field,  they  toil  not,  neither  do  they  spin  ;  yet  I  say 
unto  you,  that  even  Solomon  in  all  his  glory  was  not  arrayed  like 
one  of  these."     Shakspeare  speaks  of 


-Daffodils, 


That  come  before  the  swallow  dares,  and  take 
The  winds  of  March  with  beauty. 

All  this  play  of  fancy  and  dramatic  interest  could  not  be 
transferred  to  a  description  of  hot-house  plants,  regulated  by  a 
thermometer.  Lord  Byron  unfairly  enlists  into  the  service  of 
his  argument  those  artificial  objects  which  are  direct  imitations 
of  nature,  such  as  statuary,  &c.  This  is  an  oversight  At  this 
rate,  all  poetry  would  be  artificial  poetry.  Dr.  Darwin  is  among 
those  who  have  endeavoured  to  confound  the  distinctions  of 

*  Most  people  have  felt  the  enimi  of  being  detained  under  a  gateway  in 
a  shower  of  rain.  Happy  is  he  who  has  an  umbrella,  and  can  escape  when 
the  first  fury  of  the  storm  has  abated.  Turn  this  gateway  into  a  broker's 
shop,  full  of  second-hand  fumiture~4ables,  chairs,  bedsteads,  bolsters,  and 
all  the  accommodations  of  man's  life, — the  case  will  not  be  mended.  On 
the  other  hand,  convert  it  into  a  wild  natural  cave,  and  we  may  idle  away 
whole  Routs  in  it,  marking  a  streak  in  the  rock,  or  a  flower  that  grows  on 
the  sides,  without  feeling  time  hang  heavy  on  us.  The  reason  is  that, 
where  we  are  surrounded  with  the  works  of  man — the  sympathy  with  the 
art  and  purposes  of  man,  as  it  were,  irritates  our  own  will,  and  makes  us 
impatient  of  whatever  interferes  with  it :  while,  on  the'contraiy,  the  pres- 
ence of  nature,  of  objects  existing  without  our  intervention  and  controul, 
disarms  the  win  of  its  restless  activity,  and  disposes  us  to  submit  to  acci- 
dents that  we  cannot  help,  and  the  course  of  outward  events,  without  re- 
pining. We  are  thrown  into  the  hands  of  nature,  and  become  converts  to 
her  power.  Thus  the  idea  of  the  artificial,  the  conventional,  the  voluntary, 
is  fatal  to  the  romantic  and  imaginary.  To  us  it  seems  that  the  free  sjMrit 
of  nature  rushes  through  the  soul,  like  a  stream  with  a  murmuring  sound, 
the  echo  of  which  is  poetiy. 
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natural  and  artificial  poetry,  and  indeed,  he  is,  perhaps,  the  only 
one  who  has  gone  the  whole  length  of  Lord  Bjrron's  hyper-critical 
and  super-artificial  theory.  Here  are  some  of  his  lines,  which 
have  been  greatly  admired  : 

AfOfiirofkt  to  Steel, 
Hail  adamantiDe  steel !  magnetic  lord, 
King  of  the  prow,  the  ploughshare,  and  the  sword! 
True  to  the  pole,  by  thee  the  pilot  guides  ' 

His  steady  course  amid  the  struggling  tides, 
Braves  with  broad  sail  the  immeasurable  sea, 
Cleaves  the  dark  air,  and  asks  no  star  but  thee ! 

This  is  the  true  false  gallop  of  the  sublime.  Yet  steel  is  a 
very  useful  metal,  and  doubtless  performs  all  these  wonders. 
But  it  has  not,  among  so  many  others,  the  virtue  of  amalgamating 
with  the  imagination.  We  might  quote  also  his  description  of 
the  spinning-jenny,  which  is  pronounced  by  Dr.  Aikin  to  be  as 
ingenious  a  piece  of  mechanism  as^the  object  it  describes ;  and, 
according  to  Lord  Byron,  this  last  is  as  well  suited  to  the  man- 
u&cture  of  verses  as  of  cotton  twist  without  end. 

3.  Natural  interests  are  those  which  are  real  and  inevitable, 
and  are  so  far  contradistinguished  from  the  artificial,  which  are 
fiictitious  and  aflfected.  If  Lord  Byron  cannot  understand  the 
difiference,  he  may  find  it  explained  by  contrasting  some  of 
Chaucer's  characters  and  incidents  with  Uiose  in  the  Rape  of  the 
Lock,  for  instance.  Custance,  floating  in  her  boat  on  the  wide 
sea,  is  different  from  Pope's  heroine, 

Launched  on  the  bosom  of  the  silver  Thames. 

Gtiselda^s  loss  of  her  children,  one  by  one,  of  her  o/Z,  does 
not  belong  to  the  same  class  of  incidents,  nor  of  subjects  for 
poetry,  as  Belinda's  loss  of  her  favorite  curl.  A  sentiment  that 
has  rooted  itself  in  the  heart,  and  can  only  be  torn  from  it  with 
life,  is  not  like  the  caprice  of  the  moment — ^the  patting  on  of 
paint  and  patches,  or  die  pulling  oflfa  glove.  The  inbred  char- 
acter is  not  like  a  masquerade  dress.  There  is  a  difierence  be- 
tween the  theatrical  and  natural,  which  is  important  to  the 
determination  of  the  present  question,  and  which  has  been  over- 
looked by  his  Lordship.    Mr.  Bowles^  however,  foimally  insists 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


254  POPE,  LORD  BYRON,  [appendix,  it. 

(and  with  the  best  right  in  the  world)  on  the  distinction  between 
passion  and  manners.  But  he  agrees  with  Lord  Byron  that  the 
Epistle  to  Abelard  is  the  height  of  the  pathetic. 

Strange  that  such  difference  should  be 
Twixt  tweedledum  and  tweedledee. 

That  it  is  in  a  great  degree  pathetic.  I  should  be  among  the 
last  to  dispute ;  but  its  character  is  more  properly  rhetorical  and 
voluptuous.  That  its  interest  is  of  the  highest  or  deepest  order 
is  what  I  should  wonder  to  hear  any  one  affirm  who  is  intimate 
with  Shakspeare,  Chaucer,  Boccaccio,  our  own  early  dramatists, 
or  the  Greek  tragedians.  There  is  more  true,  unfeigned,  un- 
speakable, heartfelt  distress  in  one  line  of  Chaucer's  tale  just 
mentioned, 

Let  me  not  like  a  worm  go  by  the  way, 

than  in  all  Pope's  writings  put  together ;  and  I  say  it  without 
any  disrespect  to  him,  too.  Didactic  poetry  has  to  do  with  man- 
ners, as  they  are  regulated,  not  by  fashion  or  caprice,  but  by 
abstract  reason  and  grave  opinion,  and  is  equally  remote  from 
the  dramatic,  which  describes  the  involuntary  and  unpremedi- 
tated impulses  of  nature.  As  Lord  Byron  refers  to  the  Bible,  I 
would  just  ask  him  here,  which  he  thinks  the  most  poetical 
parts  of  it,  the  Law  of  the  twelve  tables,  the  book  of  Leviticus, 
&c. ;  or  the  book  of  Job,  Jacob's  dream,  the  story  of  Ruth,  &c.  ? 
4.  Supernatural  poetry  is,  in  the  sense  here  insisted  on,  allied 
to  nature,  not  to  art,  because  it  relates  to  the  impressions  made 
upon  'the  mind  by  unknown  objects  and  powers,  out  of  the  reach 
both  of  the  cognizance  and  will  of  man,  and  still  more  able  to 
startle  and  confound  his  imagination,  while  he  supposes  them  to 
exist,  than  either  those  of  nature  or  art.  The  Witches  in  Mac- 
beth, the  Furies  in  -^chylus,  are  so  far  artificial  objects  that 
they  are  creatures  of  the  poet's  brain ;  but  their  impression  on 
the  mind  depends  on  their  possessing  attributes  which  baffle  and 
set  at  nought  all  human  pretence,  and  laugh  at  all  human  efforts 
to  tamper  with  them.  Satan  in  Milton  is  an  artificial  or  ideal 
character :  but  would  any  one  call  this  artificial  poetry?  It  is. 
in  Lord  Byron's  phrase,  super-artificial,  as  well  as  super-human 
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poetry.  But  it  is  serious  business.  Fate,  if  not  Nature,  is  its 
ruling  geniu&  The  Pandemonium  is  not  a  baby-house  of  the 
&ncy,  and  it  is  ranked  (ordinarily)  with  natural,  i.  e.  with  the 
highest  and  most  important  order  of  poetry,  and  above  the  Rape 
of  the  Lock.  I  intended  a  definition,  and  have  run  again  into 
examples.  Lord  Byron's  concretions  have  spoiled  me  for  phi- 
losophy. 


THE  END. 
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•  WILEY  &  PUTNAM'S 

LIBRARY  OF  AMERICAN  BOOKS 


No.  I. 
JOURNALOF  AN  AFRICAN   CRUISER. 

Journal  of  an  African  Cruiser.    Edited  by  Nathaniel  Hawthorne.     1  yoL, 
beautifully  printed,  50  cents. 

"  This  Journal  is  freshly  and  cleverly  written,  and  touches  on  a  scene 
little  hackneyed  by  journalists  or  travellers.  He  vrritea  unaffectedly  on 
most  subjects  and  often  with  great  animation.'  — London  Examiner. 

"  This  is  an  unpretending,  lively,  little  volume.  The  Journal  adds  some- 
thing to  our  previous  knowledge,  and  that,  in  an  amusing  manner."— X.on- 
don  Atlas. 

"  The  subject  has  the  advantage  of  novelty ;  as,  although  an  extensive 
commerce  is  carried  on  along  the  coast  by  British  merchants,  the  captains 
they  employ  are  not  exactly  of  a  literary  turn ;  neither  do  the  officers  of  our 
royal  navy  appear  anxious  to  give  the  public  the  result  of  their  experience 
— ^weigh^  down,  perhaps,  by  the  pestiferous  climate  and  the  arduous  char- 
acter of  their  labors ;  whilst  the  dreaded  pestilence  effectually  stops  the 
tourist  in  search  of  the  picturesque.  To  our  recollection,  the  last  dozen 
years  have  only  produced  three  books  touching  upon  Western  Africa;  that 
of  Holman,  the  blind  traveller,  who  called  at  Sierra  Leone  and  Cape  Coast 
Castle,  but  of  course  mow  nothing;  Ranken's  *  White  Man's  Grave,'  which 
was  confined  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  which  preferred  the  attractions  of  literary 
effect  to  solid  accuracy;  with  Dr.  Madden's  semi-official  reports,  which 
were  obnoxious  to  the  same  remark  with  a  bias  superadded.  Hence,  the 
•Journal  of  an  African  Cruiser'  is  not  only  fresh  in*  its  subject,  but  inform- 
ing in  its  matter,  especially  in  relation  to  the  experiment  of  Liberia.  It 
has  the  further  advantage  of  giving  us  an  American  view  of  the  slave  trade 
and  the  Negro  character,  without  the  prejudices  of  the  southern  planter,  or 
the  fanaticism  of  the  abolitionist." — London  Spectator. 

**  As  pleasant  and  intelligent  a  specimen  of  American  Literature  written 
in  a  candid,  observant,  and  gentlemanly  spirit,  as  has  appeared  since  first 
the  Literary  Gazette  welcomed  Washington  Irving  to  the  British  Shore." 
— Xofuion  LU.  Oaz.  July  19,  1845. 

**  A  very  entertaining  volume,  a  worthy  leader  of  the  series  of  Ameriem 
Books."— 5oi«lA'#  Weekly  Volume, 
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"  We  pronounce  it  a  work  of  uncommon  interest  and  merit" — Rawer, 

**  This  is  the  title  of  a  book  just  issued  by  Wiley  9l  Putnam,  as  No.  1  of 
their  proposed  LuRAmT  or  American  Books,  a  series  intended  to  em- 
brace original  works  of  merit  and  interest,  from  the  pens  of  American 
authors.  The  design  can  scarcely  fail  to  be  successful.  We  have  a  urm 
faith  that  books  well  worth  reading,— as  well  worth  it  as  English  books  of 
the  same  class,— can  be  produced  in  this  country ;  and  such  books,  and 
such  only,  we  nresume  Messrs.  Wiley  k,  Putnam  intend  to  publish  in  their 
series.  This  first  number  is  well  worthy  of  its  place.  It  is  the  journal  of 
an  officer  on  board  an  American  cruiser  on  the  coast  of  Africa,— and  relates 
to  a  field  hitherto  almost  entirely  unnoticed  by  travelling  authors.  It  ia 
written  in  aplain,  straightforward,  unambitious  style,  and  evinces  a  very 
keen  talent  for  observation,  and  sound  judgment  and  enlightened  diacrimi- 
nation.    The  book  is  edited  by  Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  one  of  the  most 

S'fted  writers  in  this  country,  whose  works,  we  trust,  will  find  a  place  in 
is  series.    The  volume  is  very  handsomely  printed,  and  sold  at  fifty 
cents."— JV«r  York  Courier, 

**  This  is  a  pleasantly  written  Journal  (^  a  cruise  to  the  western  coast  of 
Africa,  and  embodies  a  §|ood  amount  of  valuable  information.  The  author 
spent  some  time  at  Liberia,  and  gives  quite  a  flattering  account  of  the  colo- 
ny. We  like  the  spirit  of  the  work,  and  especially  admire  the  simplicity 
and  grace  of  its  style.** — A!  F.  Evangelist, 

No.  n. 

POE'8  TALES. 

Tales.    By  Edgar  A.  Pox.    1  vol.,  beautifully  printed  in  large  clear  type, 
on  fine  paper,  50  cents. 

This  collection  includes  the  most  characteristic  of  the  peculiar  series 
ci  Tales  written  by  Mr.  Poe.  Among  others  will  be  found  **  The  Murders 
of  the  Rue  Morgue,**  «« The  Purloined  Letter,**  «•  Marie  Roget,**  •«  The 
House  of  Usher,**  "The  Black  Cat,**  "The  Gold  Bug,**  "The  Descent 
into  the  Maelstrom,**  "  The  Premature  Burial,**  "  Mesmeric  Revelations," 
&c,,  &c. 

"  Most  characteristic  tales  and  stories.**— Ifotfon  Courier. 

"  These  effusions  are  well  known,  and  have  been  well  appreciated.  Mr. 
Poe*s  singular  and  powerfril  style  of  prose  writing,  has  a  charm  which 
ought  to  be  enjoyed  more  than  once.**— CTl  S,  Gazette, 

"  Mr.  Poe*s  tales  are  written  with  much  power,  while  all  possess  deep 
interest'*— PAt/a.  Inquirer, 

"  There  are  many  writers  in  this  country  whose  articles  only  see  the 
light  iu  the  pages  of  a  two  or  three  dollar  marine,  who  are  at  least  equal 
to  some  foreign  authors  whose  works  are  reprinted  here  in  the  cheap  and 
nasty  style  by  the  cart-load.  The  consequence  is  that  our  own  authors  are 
scarcely  heard  of,  while  Mrs.  Gore  and  Mary  Howitt,  Lover,  Lever,  &c., 
4te.,  are  lauded  and  read  the  country  over.    This  \m  all  wrong,  and  w« 
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oofdially  wish  the  publishen  success  in  the  effort  to  make  us  better  ac- 
quainted with  American  Literature.  These  Tales  by  Mr.  Poe  will  be 
hailed  as  a  rare  treat  by  all  lovers  of  the  exciting  and  the  marvellous. 
Full  of  more  than  German  mysticism,  grotesque,  strange,  improbable,  but 
intensely  interesting,  they  will  be  read  and  remembered  when  better  things 
—  c ^^en.^-nJVW©  Hanen  Courier. 


<*  Mr.  Foe's  tales  need  no  aid  of  newspaper  comment  to  give  them  popu- 
laritv;  they  have  secured  it  We  are  glad  to  see  them  given  to  the  public 
in  this  neat  form,  so  that  thousands  more  may  be*  entertained  by  them 
without  injury  to  their  eye*8ight." 

'*  Tales  of  absorbing  interest,  by  a  powerful  and  vigorous  vnriter.^ — Rover, 

"  These  tales  are  among  the  most  original  and  characteristic  compositions 
in  American  letters.  In  their  collected  form,  they  cannot  fail  to  make  a 
forcible  impression  on  the  reading  public.  The  volume  is  a  great  stimu- 
lant to  reflection." — Graham's  Magazine. 

"  Mr.  Poe  is  a  capital  artist  with  all  Tennyson's  spirituality.*' — Foreign 
Quarterly  Review, 

"  These  tales  are  eminently  distinguished  bj  a  wild,  vigorous,  and  poeti- 
cal imagination,  a  rich  style,  a  fertue  invention,  and  varied  and  curious 
learning.    *  *  *  Of  singular  force  and  beauty." — Hon.  J,  P.  Kennedy. 

**  Lionizing,  by  Ed^  A.  Poe,  is  the  happiest  travestie  of  the  coxcomb- 
ical egotism  of  travelling  scribblers  I  have  ever  seen.  Mr.  Poe  is  decidedly 
the  best  of  all  our  young  writers ;  I  don*  t  know  hut  1  may  $ay  of  all  our 
old  ones."— J,  K,  Paulding.  * 

"  Mr.  Poe  has  disting*jished  himself  in  every  walk  of  literature,  and  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  the  country  boasts  a  writer  of  greater  fervor  and 
more  varied  and  finished  accomplishments.  In  the  field  of  romance,  he  has 
the  rare  merit  of  originality."— Hon.  R  T.  Conrad, 

« That  powerful  pen  whose  versatile  and  brilliant  creations  I  have  so 
often  admired." — Mrs.  Sigoumey, 

**  These  tales  have  been  admired  wherever  they  have  been  perused  by 
men  of  mind.  Mr.  Poe  is  no  imitator  in  story-telling."— PAaVa.  Saturday 
Cour. 

"  The  most  remarkable  American  work  of  fiction  that  has  been  published 
within  the  last  fifteen  years."— PA»/.  Museum, 

**  Mr.  Poe  is  one  of  those  original,  philosophical  vnriters  of  whom  we 
have  too  few ;  his  tales  produce  a  deep  and  thrilling  interest."— JV*.  T, 
•Cornier, 

**  This  author  can  throw  a  chain  of  enchantment  around  any  scene  which 
he  attempts  to  describe."— ^a/<tniar«  Visiter, 

'*  The  reputation  of  this  author  is  preeminent  for  originality,  independ- 
ence* a  perfect  command  of  the  English  language,  and  a  certain  easy  and 
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assured  mastery  of  every  subject  which  he  handles.  '  The  Murders  in  the 
Rue  Morgue/  and  '  The  Black  Cat,*  are  stories  in  totally  different  styles, 
showing  versatility  of  power,  but  affording  only  a  glimpse  of  the  rich  re- 
sources of  his  invention.**— Lady's  Book. 

"  In  No.  2,  which  is  composed  of  miscellaneous  tales,  by  Poe,  we  are 
favored  with  some  fine  specimens  of  the  genius  of  that  author,  who  takes 
so  high  a  stand  among  our  American  fiction  writers  and  poets.  A  glance 
at  some  of  the  tales  convinces  us  that  Mr.  Poe's  exuberance  of  fancy  dis- 

f>lays  itself  in  these,  as  in  his  previous  writings.  It  is  well  for  our  pub- 
ishers  that  the  fountains  from  which  they  can  draw,  like  those  of  our 
author's  mind,  are  inexh9.\istible.**—Merehanf8  Mag. 

No.  III. 
LETTERS    FROM    ITALY. 

Letters  from  Italy.     By  J.  T.  Heaslet.     1  vol.,  beautifully  printed,  50  cts. 

"  Mr.  Headley  is  essentially  an  artist.  He  does  not  copy  but  he  paints. 
He  professes  to  report  to  us  not  so  much  Italy  as  his  views  of  it  The 
scenes  he  sketches  are  vivified  b^  the  hues  of  his  own  emotions.  The 
spirit  of  philosophy  and  of  poetfy  is  in  him ;  or  rather,  we  should  say,  he 
is  in  the  frame  of  his  mind  a  poet,  for  the  true  poet  and  true  philosopher 
are  identical,  and  no  man  can  be  the  one  without  being  also  the  other.  His 
letters  breathe  the  air  of  the  sweet  South—the  spell  of  the  land  of  music 
and  of  painting  is  upon  him  ;  he  has  caught  its  inspiration,  and  it  has  made 
him  eloquent.  But  he  loves  wisely.  The  natural  beauties  of  the  clime, 
the  wonders  of  art  which  almost  live  and  breathe  beneath  that  blue  sky, 
the  memories  that  hallow  every  footstep,  do  not  throw  him  into  convul- 
sions, nor  do  they  blind  him  to  the  degradations  and  deformities,  physical 
and  moral,  into  which  the  people  of  that  land  have  fallen.  If  we  linger 
over  these  letters  longer  than  is  our  wont,  it  is  because  it  is  a  better  book 
than  it  is  our  lot  often  to  review." — London  Critic. 

"  This  is  a  pleasantly  written  volume,  thrown  off  in  a  genial  spirit,  and 
abounding  in  brilliant  sketches  of  manners,  and  picturesque  descriptions  of 
scenery."— Graham'*  Mag. 

"  We  are  strongly  impressed  with  their  merit." — Rover. 

"  On  the  whole  it  is  very  amusing,  and  sufficiently  creditable  to  stand  in 
the  Library  of  American  Hooks**— Smiths  s  Weekly  Vol. 

"If  there  be  a  more  delightful  series  of  Letters  extant,  we  have  never 
seen  them.  The  style  of  the  writer  is  easy,  graceful  and  spirited.  His 
power  of  description  is  of  the  highest  order." — Cincin.  Herald. 

"  The  work  before  us  is  decidedly  the  best,  in  its  line,  that  we  have  met 
with  for  a  long  while.  True,  some  of  the  scenes  which  the  author  depicts 
have  often  been  handled  by  tourists ;  but  never  in  a  more  graphic  and  in- 
teresting style.  There  are  no  attempts  at  filling  up — no  description  of 
trifling  or  unimportant  features  in  the  scenes,  manners  or  customs  of  Italy, 
but  fftithful  and  spirited  narrations  of  such  things  only  as  are  calculated  to 
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arrest  the  eye  and  exercise  the  mind  of  an  accomplished  and  intelligent 
¥^iter.  We  had  marked  a  number  of  passages  for  extract,  but  are  prevent- 
ed, by  a  press  of  other  matter,  from  eiving  them  to-day.  We  can  safely 
recommend  the  work,  as  a  whole,  to  the  patronage  of  all  classes." — Brook' 
lyn  Eagle, 

"  Mr.  Headley's  Letters  are  daguerreotypes  of  Italy  and  her  people.  We 
know  of  no  more  vivid  or  faithful  portraitures  of  the  common  people  of 
Italy,  their  character,  modes  of  life,  peculiarities,  &c.  Mr.  Headley  is  a 
keen  observer,  a  good  describer,  and  possesses  a  joyous,  hoping,  loving 
spirit"— JV.  F.  Daily  Tribune. 

"  Headley's  Letters  from  Italy  are  racy,  vivid,  and  poetical." — JVew  Or- 
leans Bee, 

"  These  letters  must  please  generally,  but  to  those  who  have  enjoyed  the 
privilege  of  passing  over  the  same  ground  and  moving  amid  similar  occur- 
rences, they  are  very  valuable.  They  are  truly  American,  and  although 
we  hold  to  the  most  extended  catholicity  on  the  book  subject,  a  catholicity 
esteemed  heterodox,  we  are  clad  to  see  foreign  countries  described  in  do- 
mestic phrase,  and  to  enjoy  the  description  the  more  by  means  of  the  com- 
parisons and  illustrations  of  an  intelligent  countryman.  If  the  selections 
of  the  publishers  continue  to  be  made  with  the  same  taste  and  discrimina- 
tion, they  will  do  much  towards  forming  an  American  Literature."— iS»«- 
ning  Gazette. 

I 

"  These  Letters  are  very  graphic  and  interesting.** — JV.  O.  Picayune. 

We  defy  the  most  stupid  of  readers  to  tarry  by  the  way  in  the  perusal  of 
Mr.  Headley's  letters ;  for  he  manages,  some  bow  or  other,  to  be  in  a  con- 
stant eddy  of  excitement^  at  the  top  wave  of  some  stormy  or  tumultuous 
event  In  the  description  of  these  he  is  at  home.  His  style  is  quick, 
glancing,  apprehensive — admirably  suited  to  sustain  an  interest  in  the  de- 
scription of  a  wreck,  a  storm  at  sea,  or  mountain  incidents ;  and  particu- 
larly energetic  in  a  battle-scene."— JV.  K.  Courier. 

"  Headley's  Letters  from  Italy,  are  the  production  of  an  evidently  highly 
cultivated  young  American,  who  has  visited  that  *  classic  land,'  and  sympa- 
thized alike  wi3i  the  beautiful  and  grand,  the  lively  and  humorous  objects, 
that  passed  before  him.  He  seems  to  be  an  acute  observer  of  men  and 
things,  as  well  as  a  faithful  delineator.  The  work  is  full  of  lively  interest ; 
and,  considering  the  fact  that  so  much  has  been  written  of  that  •  land  of  art 
and  song,'  we  think  it  worthy  of  the  highest  praise  in  that  the  writer  has 
described  so  many  new  and  interesting  objects.  The  description  of  Rofne 
is  the  best  we  have  ever  seen,  not  excepting  those  found  in  the  most  suc-^ 
cessful  Journals  of  English  travellers  in  Italy.  The  impression,  on  reading 
parts  of  it,  is,  that  Italy  has  never  before  been  described.**— Ift/nf*  Mer. 
Mag. 
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FRUITS  AND   FRUIT  TREES  OF  AMERICA: 

Or»  The  Culture,  Propagation,  and  Management,  in  the  Garden  and  Or 
chard,  of  Fruit  trees  generally,  with  descriptions  of  all  the  finest  Tarie- 
ties  of  Fruit,  native  and  foreign,  cultivated  in  this  country. 

BY  J.   A.    DOWNING,   Esq. 

1  thick  Yol.  with  sereral  engravings,  $1  75 ;  or  a  splendid  edition  in  large 
8to.  (to  match  the  Author's  other  works),  $2  50. 

**  It  is  with  feelings  of  more  than  ordinary  gratification  that  we  announce 
the  appearance  of  this  invaluable  work.  We  are  sure  that  none  of  our 
readers  will  be  in  the  least  disappointed  with  its  contents,  notwithstanding 
the  high  expectations  which  have  been  raised  by  the  known  abilities  of  ito 
author.  A  deliberate  exanvination  of  the  work  enables  us  to  say,  without 
hesitation,  that  it  is  by  far  the  greatest  acquisition  placed  within  the  reach 
of  American  cultivators  of  fruit  which  has  ever  appeared." — JTie  Cul" 
Hoator, 

*<  Downing  is  a  standard  writer  on  this  subject,  and  this  is  one  of  the 
best  of  his  works.    Need  we  say  more  to  recommend  it  .^' — Cincin.  Jltlas, 

**  Thousands  of  our  citizens,  we  both  hope  and  believe,  will  rejoice  at 
the  appearance  of  this  volume,  and  make  haste  to  possess  it,  for  we  cannot 
too  90on  avail  ourselves  of  instruction  from  one  so  qualified." — JV\  Y. 
Com.  Jldv, 

**  At  length  we  have  the  ^tification  of  announcing  this  long  expected 
work,  and  from  a  perusal  of  it,  we  can  say,  that  nothing  compared  witii  it 
on  the  subject  of  Pomology  has  yet  been  published  in  the  United  States. 
This  work  will  unquestionably  now  become  the  standard  pomological  work 
of  this  country ;  for  the  great  care  bestowed  on  the  different  kinds,  arrang- 
ing and  connecting  numberless  synonyms,  and  giving  accurate  outlines  and 
descriptions,  will  make  it  a  safe  guide."— American  Agriculturist. 

**  This  is  the  most  valuable  of  all  the  books  which  Mr.  Downing  has 
contributed  to  the  higher  departments  of  our  rural  literature,  and  it  is  Uie 
most  charming  book  of  the  season.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  its  com« 
pleteness  from  the  fact  of  its  containing  a  list  of  no  less  than  490  sorts  of 
apples.  Mr.  Downing  claims  the  right  to  talk  about  fruits  and  trees  from 
having  been  born  in  "  one  of  the  largest  gardens,  and  upon  the  banks  of 
one  of  the  noblest  rivers,  in  America ;"  everybody  will  concede  the  right 
•ince  he  has  shown  himself  so  competent  to  his  X»a\i"—BroiMdway  JournaL 

**  This  is  a  valuable  practical  work,  and  every  orchardist  and  every  fruit- 
grower should  possess  nimseli  of  its  stores  of  information." — CT.SL  OaxttU 
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